
Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament 

Week 5 

Old Testament Covenants 

A covenant is a ____________________, ____________________ bond. 

God is a covenant making God – it’s who He is. Hebrews 13:20 speaks of an 
eternal covenant. 

3 types of covenants in the Old Testament 

• Unilateral Covenant – One party obligates himself, the other does not 
but still receives the blessing. 

• Parity Covenant – a mutual contract. Usually between equals.  
• Suzerain Covenant – a one-sided regulation imposed by a superior on 

an inferior. The inferior cannot change the terms but can choose to 
break the covenant and face the consequences.  

The Adamic Covenant – Genesis 2:15-17 

Word “Covenant” is not used here but there are signs of a covenant 

• Adam was to cultivate the earth 
• Limitation on what he could eat 
• Was told the consequences for disobedience 

Suzerain Covenant - 2 Parties 

Adam ________________ the Covenant 

• Hosea 6:7 
• All of sin has its roots in __________________ 

o John 16:8-9 
o Romans 14:23 

• Restoration can come only from God 

The Covenant of Redemption – Genesis 3:14-19 

The Covenant of Redemption – all of creation was ________________ by sin. 

God’s _________________ and _______________ were assaulted. 

 



V.14-15 – Directed to _____________________ 

• The woman’s seed and the seed of the serpent 
o Within humanity, the “seed” of Satan exists and is opposed to 

God’s people 
§ Cain was “of the evil one” – I John 3:12 
§ “You brood of vipers” – Luke 3:7 
§ The Jews were of their father the devil – John 8:44 

• As the seed of Satan is intermingled with God’s people, God’s 
judgments on the world are only appropriate means of salvation. 

• The deliverance of God’s people always comes through the destruction 
of God’s enemies. 

V.3:16 – Directed to ______________ 

• The curse of the serpent will be fulfilled through the curse to Eve – pain 
in child bearing 

V.17-19 – Directed to _____________ 

• God will provide ____________ – He will maintain life 
• Nature is now opposed to humanity  
• Shall return to ____________ 
• The curses to Adam and Eve are still felt today 

Noahic Covenant 

Genesis 6:18 – the first time the word “covenant” is used 

_______________ to the Flood - 6:9-8:19 

• The Parties Involved: God and Noah/living things 
• Conditions of Obedience:  

o Build the ark  
o Gather the animals and provisions into the ark.  

• Promise: Noah, his family, the animals on the Ark would be saved  
• Threat – don’t build the Ark and die in the flood 

_____________-Flood 

• Same as prior to the Flood 
• Conditions of Obedience: 

o Humanity must not eat blood  
o Must institute capital punishment for murder. 



• God made promises: “while the Earth remains” (Genesis 8:22)  
• The Sign of Covenant: The ______________ (Genesis 9:13–17) 

   
• _____________ Treaty – Noah had work to do 

o Unilateral aspects – God promised to not destroy the earth again 

Abrahamic Covenant 

Abraham’s requirements 

• Faith – Genesis 15:6, Romans 4:1-25, Galatians 3:6-9, 18, Hebrews 11:6 
• Suzerain Treaty 
• Renewed with Isaac – Genesis 26:1-5 
• Renewed with Jacob – Genesis 28:12-15 

Mosaic Covenant 

Instituted ____________ the Exodus – salvation came before obedience 

______________ driven 

The Law 

Human history is full of the idea that good things should be given to those 
who can give back 

It is with this mentality that we often approach the Mosaic Law 

• “_______________ is given to the _______________________” 

The Law is full of “if you, then I” 

Justification – a judge proclaiming a person to be in the right 

Jewish thought was that in the end, God will judge rightly 

Galatians 3:10-14 

• No person is justified before God based on _____________ 
• The Law doesn’t justify, it curses 

Deuteronomy 2 curses that give hope 

• Don’t keep the Law 100% = death 
• Deuteronomy 21:23 provides hope (Galatians 3:13) 
• Jesus took the curse that we deserve – Deuteronomy 27:26 upon 

Himself by taking the curse of Deuteronomy 21:23 upon Himself 



It was never about salvation through obedience – Habakkuk 2:4 

Purpose of the Law 

• Galatians 3:19 
• Romans 5:20-21 
• The Law came to increase ____________________ 
• The Law didn’t make Israel better but revealed to them who they were 
• The Law shows God’s _______________________ 
• Legalism is so dangerous because it creates a bondage that we cannot 

get out of on our own 

This is why it’s important to understand the Abrahamic Covenant – given 
before the Law 

The Law and the Gospel work ________________________. 

• The Gospel shows us that we are saved from the Law’s demands – 
positive and negative 

What does this all mean? 

• Galatians 5:13-14 
• Remember what Jesus said, the Law and prophets are summed up in 

the commands to love God and love your neighbor 
o The Law does not enable you to do this 
o This is the freedom that we are called to – we get to do this 

• Freedom comes when the sinner realizes that they no longer have to 
strive to get right with God 

Remember justification 

• A person cannot be justified by keeping the Law – not possible 
• Romans 3:20 
• This is the scandal of the Cross 

o Jesus proclaims the unrighteous person to be righteous 
o Because the Father has proclaimed the righteous to be 

unrighteous – He took our curse upon Himself 
o There is only 1 category of human being – sinner 

The people justified are those God should rightly declare to be guilty and 
condemn 

 


