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Growing the Church of the New Dispensation   

Ephesians 4:11-16, Part B
CONTEXTCONTEXT

Paul has been talking about the importance of walking in a manner worthy 
of the calling and salvation (which he’s just spent three chapters teaching us 
about). This involves humility, patience and forbearing with one another 
and being unified.
   

OBSERVATIONOBSERVATION

Read and make observations of Ephesians 4:11-16. Lots to observe here!  

    
INTERPRETATIONINTERPRETATION

Question 1: Why do you think Paul, all of a sudden, starts talking about the varied 
gifted leaders that Christ has given the church? How is that discussion connected 
with the previous verses? 

Question 2: Pastor Tim notes that the offices of apostle and prophet have ceased. 
They were foundational (Eph. 2:20). Today, we have evangelists and pastor-
teachers to equip the church. I have two questioned related to this: 

 First, does this mean that the foundational ministry of the apostles 
 and prophets no longer impacts and equips the church today? If not,   
 explain why? 

 Second, normally when we think of evangelists, we think of people who  
 minister to those outside the walls of the church – those who minister to  
 the lost. But the text is clear: Evangelists were given “to equip the saints  
 for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ” (v.12). Discuss:  
 how does the work of an evangelist minister to the church? 
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CONSULTATIONCONSULTATION

Insights for Interpretation 

 •  The concept of a group of men, set apart unto the Lord, for full-time  
 service, is not a foreign concept in Scripture. When God formed the   
 nation of Israel, He ordained the Levitical priesthood to intercede for the  
 people, making sacrifices on their behalf. These men were first given to  
 the Lord (Numbers 8:11-18). After that, they were then given back to the  
 people as a gift from the Lord (Numbers 8:19). The author of Psalm   
 68 understood something in relation to that: when God receives gifts, He  
 gives them back to His people for their benefit (since He is God and   
 doesn’t need anything or anyone). Drawing on these truths, the apostle  
 Paul quotes Psalm 68:18 in Ephesians 4:8 to remind us that God has given  
 the church a group of men (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastor-  
 teachers), set apart unto the Lord, for the benefit of the church.  

 •  Why does Ephesians 4:8 say that God “gave gifts,” while Psalm   
 68:18 says God was “receiving gifts?” Because not every Old Testament  
 citation by New Testament authors is a verbatim citation. Sometimes   
 it’s an explanatory citation (where the author is citing the passage   
 to shed light on it) or a summary citation (where the author is    
 summarizing the main truth of the passage). It doesn’t need to be   
 verbatim if the Holy Spirit-inspired New Testament author is still   
 conveying the primary biblical point of the Old Testament passage.  

  Resources for Reading

 Melissa Kruger writes a helpful article on how spiritual mentoring in the church 
aids growth:     
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/melissa-kruger/mentoring-a-call-to-
spiritual-growth-2

 Tim Challies has a serious of blog posts on growing in godliness:     
https://www.challies.com/series/8-rules-for-growing-in-godliness/

 An Alistair Begg sermon on Ephesians 4:14-16 called “Time to Grow Up”:      
https://www.truthforlife.org/resources/sermon/time-grow
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APPLICATIONAPPLICATION

Question 3: According to vv. 13-16, what are some marks of a mature believer? 
List as many characteristics as possible.
 

Question 4: Do you think there’s a stronger emphasis in Scripture on people 
being saved, or on people growing in Christlikeness? Another way to ask the 
question: Is God more concerned with quantity or quality? If your answer is 
“God is primarily concerned with quality/growth,” how do you explain the large 
volume of verses all throughout Scripture where God calls people to salvation? 
If your answer is “God is most concerned with quantity/salvations,” how do you 
explain the fact that only “few are chosen” (Matt. 22:14), or that only a “remnant” 
is saved (Romans 9:27; 11:5)?  

ADORATIONADORATION

Question 5: We want to be a church whose prayers are “Spirit-led and Scripture-
fed.” Take some time near the end of your group and pray through Ephesians 
4:11-16. Here are some things to pray for: 

 - That God would grow the spiritual leaders of the church (evangelists   
 and pastor-teachers) into Christlikeness

 - That believers at The Chapel would be equipped and built up 

 - That believers at The Chapel would be discerning, not tossed about by  
 “every wind of doctrine” 

 - Praise and adoration to God for ascending on high and giving gifts to us 

 - Attainment of unity of the faith and knowledge of the Son of God

 - That each part of the body would work properly 

 - That we would speak the truth in love and build one another up in love 


