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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 12 

Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 15 
• Literature Lesson 11 
• Word Study Lesson 8 
• Logic Lesson 13 
• Story: “Stone Her” 

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Profane 
• Sacred 
• Sanctification 

Be sure to review all your words so you’re ready for a game next time! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Ecclesiology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the church. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the end times. 
• Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated back in reverse 

order. 
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• Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
• Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in the New Testament. 
• Covenant Theology:  A system for understanding the overall structure of the Bible that emphasizes 

how God’s plans are always worked out according to his covenants. 
• Dispensationalism:  A theological term that refers to different periods of time in which God worked in 

distinct ways. 
• Metanarrative:  An overarching storyline that gives context, meaning, and purpose to all of life. 
• Apodictic Law:  Commands that usually begin with “do” or “do not.”    
• Casuistic Law:  Laws in the Bible that have the “if, then” pattern. “If this happens, then you are to do 

this.” 
• Holy: Set apart or separate. 
• Apocalyptic Literature:  Written texta bout something that has never been experienced. 
• Orthodoxy:  Right belief 
• Hypostatic Union:  Jesus is both God and man at the same time 

Literature 

Unfortunately, we won’t have time to cover all of the genres from your student handbook. In 
light of what we just covered about the Prophecy genre, go ahead and read the notes for 
Lesson 12: Old Testament Apocalyptic.  
 
If you have time and want to tackle the others that we have to pass up, you can read the 
following. It’s much more interesting to do them together, but at least the notes will provide 
you with some things to think about for each genre: 
 

• Lesson 13: Gospels 
• Lesson 14: Parables 
• Lesson 15: New Testament Narrative (Acts) 
• Lesson 17: New Testament Apocalyptic 

 
 
Reading 
 
This assignment will take some time, so I’ve divided it up into what you should do each day 
for 7 days. It requires you to read sections of The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer.  
 
We’re not trying to get through the whole book at this time, just these chapters: 
 

• Preface 
• Chapter 1: Why we must think rightly about God 
• Chapter 2: God Incomprehensible 
• Chapter 3: A Divine Attribute: Something True about God 
• Chapter 4: The Holy Trinity 
• Chapter 5: The Self-Existence of God 
• Chapter 23: The Open Secret 
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I chose this as the book I wanted you to use for practicing analytical reading for several 
reasons. First, it was written several decades ago, so the language is a little bit more archaic 
and complex than books written today for laypeople. It will be good for you to see that you 
can overcome this and that it’s worth the effort! Second, I simply want everyone to read this 
book! It made a huge impact on my thinking the first time I read it, and it continues to strike 
me in fresh ways when I re-read it. Third, it’s relatively inexpensive and the chapters are 
short, making it more accessible to more people. Finally, I think you’ll find that it provides 
some good opportunities to practice with our Analytical Questions.  
 
Each chapter is only 5-7 pages. It’s deep stuff! When I read a book like this, I can only 
properly concentrate on one short chapter at a time. I don’t want to scare you by saying that, 
just reassure you that there’s nothing wrong with you if you find you can’t absorb much at a 
time. Compare it to working your muscles. If you add more weight, you won’t be able to do 
as many repetitions. You may need to take shorter chunks and longer breaks, but keep at it!  
 
Day 1 
 
Begin with an inspectional reading of the book, as follows (your copy may not contain 
everything that mine does, such as a biblical index): 
 

1. Read the title page. What does the author want you to learn, based on the book’s 
subtitle? 
 

2. Look at the copyright page. Now you know what “A.W.” Stands for. J  (Bonus: Did 
you know that A.W. Tozer is buried in the little cemetery by the Presbyterian church 
at the corner of Albrecht and 91 in Ellet, across from the fabulous Artisan Coffee 
Shop? You have to go the very South-Eastern corner of the cemetery, then come back 
four rows and count 11 graves from the back fence toward Albrecht.) Especially 
notice the date of publication. Keeping that in mind as you read will make an impact. 
Tozer talks a lot about problems he sees in the Church “today,” and it’s astounding 
sometimes when we think about how much worse it has become more than half a 
century later. 

 
3. Read the Table of Contents. It’s very simple; an outline is not readily visible. Notice 

that the first three chapters all seem to be introductory material and from there on it 
looks like a list of specific facets of God’s character. The last chapter title is different.  

 
4. Turn to the back of the book and skim the Notes page. I recognize some names as 

very old figures in the Church and I’m also noticing the dates of works he cites. 
  

5. Notice that there’s a Biblical Quotations index. Good to know. Maybe having this 
volume in your library will be handy if you’re ever confused about a Bible passage. 
You can check Tozer’s index and see if he touches on it. 
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6. Read the back cover. What is this book about? If you don’t have a summary 
paragraph on your particular volume like mine has, you could go to Amazon.com and 
read the brief summary there. 

 
7. Flip through the pages to see what you see. I notice that he has a prayer at the 

beginning of each chapter and there are occasional poems or song lyrics scattered 
about. I feel encouraged when I see how short the chapters are. Stop and read a 
random paragraph or sentence here or there. Does this make you more eager to read 
the book or does it feel a little overwhelming? Just notice the feeling you get and 
acknowledge that it’s there. There’s nothing wrong with you if it feels daunting or 
even boring. I’m choosing one book for everyone to read, so this one will naturally be 
a bit too hard for some and easier for others.  

 
8. Read the very last paragraph of the book. What does the author care about 

communicating most?  
 
Day 2 
 
Now get ready to read the Preface. 
 
1. Review the list from your Reading Lesson 15 notes that has the Rules for Analytical 

Reading. Refresh yourself on the 15 rules. We’re going to use these as our guides to 
what we’re looking for as we read and what to do if we don’t understand or agree. Now 
read rules 1-4 again, knowing that we’re going to want to know the answers to these 
questions by the time we’re through the preface. 
 

2. As you read the preface, mark it up in whatever way makes sense to you. Underline main 
concepts. My own criteria for what I underline is to remember that I’m going to go back 
through and read my underlines when I’m done. Would someone else get something 
from the book based on what you underlined? If you underline too much, it kind of loses 
its power. Underlining LESS actually makes you think MORE. You may want to add 
symbols in the margins by your underlines. For example, if something is particularly 
applicable to you or very personal, you can put a little heart. If it surprises you, put an 
exclamation point. Make your own code that you always use, but not too complicated. I 
underlined four things in the preface and wrote a few marginal comments. I’ll tell you 
what they are below (to look at after you’ve done it on your own). 

 
3. Once you’re done reading the preface, look again at the first four Analytical Reading 

questions. You don’t have to write down the answers, but for some of you it will be 
helpful to do so. Feel free to use blank spots in the book to do this, since you’ll benefit a 
lot from those thoughts later if you re-read the book, and others will benefit if you loan 
it out! Here are the questions: 
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1. Classify the book: What kind of book is this? (Hint: It’s not a science book or a 
history book. It’s not a trick question.) 

2. State what the book is about with utmost brevity. 
3. Tell the major parts in order and outline them. (Okay, I don’t think you can do 

this from the Preface, but I sort of already did it for you when I talked about 
the Table of Contents earlier. It’s very basic.) 

4. Define the problem the author is trying to solve. Don’t look at my footnoted 
hint until you’ve tried to put it in your own words!1  

 
Not too bad, huh? Is this different from the way you’ve ever read a book before? Do you 
naturally do some of these things as you read, or is this an entirely new habit for you to 
develop?  
Here’s what I did with my pencil as I read, in case it helps you to walk through it with me. I’m 
not going to go into this level of detail with you for every chapter! I just want to give you 
something to compare to, since one way to become a better reader is to see what others do. 
 

• I wrote “1961” at the top of the page so I’ll keep in mind that the context is a half 
century ago. 

• I underlined the third sentence of paragraph two and wrote “problem to solve” in the 
margin. Important Note: I will continue to use paragraph numbers to tell where I’m 
looking instead of page numbers because everyone will have different editions. You 
may want to number all the paragraphs in the chapters I’m asking you to read. Even if 
you’re off a bit from my numbers, you’ll at least be close enough to find what I’m 
talking about. I did not count the prayer beginning each chapter as paragraph 1, but I 
did count single-sentence paragraphs in the numbering. I didn’t count poems as 
separate paragraphs. 

• I wrote “claim” next to the first sentence of paragraph three because it struck me as a 
pretty bold and general statement to make. Does he have any evidence to support it? 
Then I drew an arrow to paragraph 4 because that is where he gives examples to 
support his claim. I wrote “examples” next to my arrow to help myself know what 
that arrow was all about when I come back to it. I can’t count on myself to remember 
later what I was thinking while I read! 

• I underlined in paragraph 5, “But the alarming thing is that our gains are mostly 
external and our losses wholly internal.” I’ll have to go back and see that in context to 
know why it’s significant, but my exclamation mark in the margin shows me that this 
struck me as something profound. 

• I underlined in paragraph 6, “It is impossible to keep our moral practices sound and 
our inward attitudes right while our idea of God is erroneous or inadequate.” 
Knowledge is important, but it ought to affect our behavior. Behavior is modified by 
knowledge. It’s why I want you to read and study better. 

 
1 Hint: Reword the third sentence of the second paragraph and you’ll have it. 
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• In paragraph 7, I underlined “religious mood” near the end of the paragraph and 
wrote in the margin, “not just religious, but also actual ability.” It’s not only a mood of 
our times that keeps people from studying wonderful old books, but it’s all those 
things we talked about at the beginning of our course that are obstacles to being able 
to read well. It’s the whole reason we’re having this class. 

• Next to paragraph 8, I wrote, “Not technical, but still too deep for many.” He’s making 
the point there that his book isn’t elegant or technical so he hopes regular people will 
read it. Yet I’m acknowledging that it’s still not an easy read! 

• In the blank space at the end of the Preface, I wrote my answer to “What is this book 
about?”2 I’ve now answered the first four Analytical Reading questions! 

 
 
Day 3 
 
Today you’re going to read Chapter 1: “Why we must think rightly about God.” Don’t do it 
yet! I’ll tell you when to start. 
 
First review the rest of the Analytical Reading questions. You’re going to be trying to do all of 
these things, as needed, as you read. The good news is that you only have to worry about 9-
15 when you come to a place where you don’t agree. So concentrate especially on 5-8.  
 

5. Come to terms with the author by interpreting his key words 
6. Grasp the author’s leading propositions by dealing with his most important 

sentences. 
7. Know the author’s arguments by finding them in or constructing them out of 

sequences of sentences. 
8. Determine which of his problems the author has solved, and which he has not; and 

of the latter, decide which the author knew he had failed to solve. 
9. Do not begin criticism until you have completed your outline and your 

interpretation of the book. (Do not say you agree, disagree, or suspend judgement 
until you can say “I understand.”) 

10. Do not disagree disputatiously or contentiously. 
11. Demonstrate that you recognize the difference between knowledge and mere 

personal opinion by presenting good reasons for any critical judgments you make. 
12. Show wherein the author is uninformed. 
13. Show wherein the author is misinformed. 
14. Show wherein the author is illogical. 
15. Show wherein the author’s analysis or account is incomplete. 

 

 
2 “This book is about regaining a sense of the majesty of God so that we don’t fall into other errors 
and so we can experience life in the Spirit.” 
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For question 5, you’re going to want to make sure your understanding of terminology is the 
same as the author’s. This is harder to do the older the book is. Mark the places where he 
defines his own terms or where you aren’t sure what he means by a word. You can go back 
later if you need to and look up words, but you may be able to figure it out by continuing 
reading. 
 
For questions 6 and 7, you may be able to do this by marking the most important sentences. 
When you’re done with the chapter, go back through and just read your underlines. Can you 
see a logical flow of thought? Even if this is hard for you to see or grasp as an overview, you’ll 
benefit from this kind of immediate review after you’ve read a section. 
 
For question 8, notice as you read whether the author has overtly revealed his own 
limitations. This is getting ahead of where we are in the book a little, but as an illustration, 
look at the second paragraph of Chapter 2 (it begins with, “This book is an attempt…”) He 
expresses that he really can’t do the thing he is seeking to do, but he’ll go on to tell you why 
the effort is worthwhile.  
 
When you finish reading a chapter, consider whether the author has begun to solve the 
problem(s) he presented. Since the problem Tozer is dealing with is “the loss of the concept 
of the majesty of God in the Church,” does he say anything in Chapter 1 that helps you take a 
step toward regaining a sense of God’s majesty? He certainly can’t complete the task in one 
chapter (or this entire book), but do you see the book progressing toward that goal? 
 
For the remaining questions, try to notice when the author makes a claim and whether or 
not you agree with that claim. I’ll show you a few places where I marked that kind of thing. 
Try to determine whether your disagreement is just because it rubs you the wrong way, or 
maybe because it disagrees with something you were taught but may not be in the Bible, or 
whether you have actual grounds for argument. If you do, narrow it down to where you think 
he made a mistake: he’s uninformed, misinformed, illogical, or incomplete. 
 
Okay, now read Chapter 1 (using the above comments for assistance) and mark it up. 
 
Here are my thoughts. I’m not going to tell you every place I underlined or commented this 
time, but just some things that I hope will be helpful. The best way to learn a new skill is to 
follow the example of someone who knows how to do it, so don’t feel stupid if you didn’t 
notice the same things. Take it as a chance to develop yourself. Besides, you probably have 
observations that slipped right past me! 
 

• The prayer at the beginning is hard to absorb because of the King James language. 
Some of you may like that, but try going back and reading that prayer by changing the 
“thee’s” and “thou’s” to modern language.  

• For that matter, I find it interesting that these prayers are at the beginning of each 
chapter. Try skipping them at the beginning and go back to them AFTER you’ve read 
the chapter. It will mean so much more, especially as you re-word it! 
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• I scoured around in the book to see if there was a citation for any of these prayers, 
since I was wondering if he wrote them himself. No citations, so he must have written 
them.  

• Here’s a claim at the beginning of paragraph 3: “The most portentous fact about any 
man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep heart 
conceives God to be like.” Do you agree with that? It may be an opportunity to apply 
your etiquette for disagreements. 

• Another one appears in paragraph 8, which begins, “In my opinion…” Whenever an 
author says that, think about whether you have a different opinion and why. 

• If you’ve taken my Choose You This Day class, did you have an emotional reaction 
when he said, “Among the sins to which the human heart is prone, hardly any other is 
more hateful to God than idolatry”? (Paragraph 12) I wrote “YES!” there because it’s 
a point I make repeatedly in that course and it’s dear to my heart for God’s people to 
understand the scope of it. 

• At the end of paragraph 13, he quotes scripture and it sounds weird to modern ears: 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth.” See if you can use your free online tools to 
find out where this verse is found and to look it up in other translations so you know 
what it means. 

• In paragraph 14, he says, “The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts 
about God that are unworthy of Him.” Do you agree with this? I sort of do, but I also 
think it’s incomplete. Having studied ancient idolatry and the actual worship of other 
spirit-entities as gods, I think idolatry had a more concrete meaning to an ancient 
Israelite: “Do you worship Baal or Yahweh?” However, in seeking to “come to terms” 
with Mr. Tozer, I can understand that he is writing to combat a problem he sees in 
the modern Church. He is contextualizing his usage of the word “idolatry” to how it 
might be acted out today. It’s a minor point of contention, but I hope it helps you for 
me to point out that I noticed that my thoughts sensed something different about 
how I would define idolatry. I had to go through the thought process to determine 
whether it was a big deal or not. 

• I underlined the last sentence of the second-to-last paragraph of the chapter (“The 
masses of her adherents…”) and wrote in the margin, “God wouldn’t send anyone to 
hell” and “Love Wins.” These struck me as present-day examples of how famous 
church leaders are promoting ideas about God that are different from what He has 
revealed about himself. 

• I just want to mention that my thoughts often strayed as I read this chapter (and the 
others). It’s a lot to take in, and I get distracted by what’s going on around me and in 
my own head, too. I just kept bringing it back and checking whether I had glided past 
anything without actually reading it. Nothing is wrong with you when you do this. 
You’re trying to lift a weight that’s a bit challenging. You can do it! 

 
Just a few “notice what’s happening inside of you” questions to finish out: 
 

• At this point, are you eager to get into the specifics of what Tozer is preparing to say?  
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• Do you feel that you can improve on your view of what God is like? (Say yes.) 
• Are you afraid of any change that may be required if you see Him more clearly? 
• Did you find the language difficult to understand? Is this type of reading a bit difficult 

for you to read and concentrate on? If so, is it motivating for you to try to conquer it, 
or do you feel like giving up? Awareness of your reaction or inclination is important. 

• Are you stirred by what he’s saying?  
 
 
Day 4 
 
Before you read Chapter 2, go back and skim your underlines from the Preface and Chapter 
1. You may also want to review my instructions from Day 3 about how to think about the 
Analytical Reading questions.  
 
Then go ahead and read Chapter 2 and make your notes. 
Here are my thoughts and observations: 
 

• I saved the opening prayer for the end and reworded it. So much better. 
• I’d like to use paragraph 11 as a little exercise (“If anyone should set forth any 

concept…”). This is a quotation of Nicholas of Cusa. It is very normal if you skimmed 
this and didn’t really grasp it. The combination of archaic language and ellipses (…) 
breaking up the quote make it a challenge. If you want to learn to understand these 
kinds of passages, the best way to do it is to try to put it in your own words. If it’s 
especially difficult, you can do it on paper a little at a time. Try it yourself before you 
keep reading and see the footnote for my own paraphrase.3 It took me several passes 
and I had to take it a phrase at a time as I wrote. I don’t go to that level of detail with 
every quotation, so part of the art of reading is determining when you ought to spend 
the time and when you can let it go.  

• Next to paragraph 14 (“If what we conceive God to be…”) I wrote, “Just what I was 
wondering!” I love it when an author accurately anticipates what was niggling in the 
back of my mind and does what he can to answer it. Did you have that experience? 
When you do, write it there in the book! It feels good to talk back, even though he 
can’t hear you. 

• I was struck by the first sentence of paragraph 15: “The yearning to know What 
cannot be known, to comprehend the Incomprehensible, to touch and taste the 
Unapproachable, arises from the image of God in the nature of man.” Yet so many 
people look in the wrong places to find out about “reality!” False religions, occult 
practices, etc. abound, but they’re a response to the drive God put into mankind to 
know Him. 

 
3 My paraphrase: “If anyone tries to describe what God is like, his description won’t be accurate. 
Anyone who thinks he can create a way to understand God fully is actually very far from knowing God 
because he doesn’t even get the fact that God is bigger than human understanding.” 
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• Did you find his answer to the “Unknowable” that he gives in paragraph 16 to be 
satisfying? It’s through Christ that God discloses himself to us! 

• I was a little uncomfortable with paragraph 20. It sounds kind of mystical, like we 
ought to disregard reason and just go by blind faith. I know Tozer wouldn’t say that’s 
what he meant if pressed, but it’s a really good idea to make note when something 
tweaks you as you read. It’s another opportunity to try to come to terms with the 
author. Tozer is emphasizing that we need to have a real and personal relationship to 
God that causes us to be responsive to Him, and he clearly cares about having us 
acknowledge the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives, but I would prefer to avoid 
ambiguous language that could lead in erroneous directions. I’m all about a 
partnership between reason, knowledge, and a love relationship of trust. 

 
Again, I underlined a lot more than just these things, with several statements that spoke 
straight to my heart. 
 
Go ahead and read/mark Chapter 3 today, too. It’s short. Notice how the author defines the 
word “attributes” for you in the second paragraph. It’s always easier to come to terms with 
an author who tells you what he means for the purposes of his book! 
 
 
Day 5 
 
Continue with the same procedure for Chapter 4.  
 
Just a couple of comments for this one (again, not to say it’s not all important): 
 

• In paragraph 9, I didn’t like his statement that “to seek proof is to admit doubt, and to 
obtain proof is to render faith superfluous.” It’s essentially true and logical. Yes, 
seeking proof does admit doubt, and when you get proof you don’t need faith 
because it’s proven. But I don’t care for the assumption that doubting is bad in itself. 
We have an evidence-based faith, and amassing evidence in favor of the truth of 
God’s Word increases my faith, it doesn’t render it superfluous. It just shows me it’s a 
sensible faith and that God is trustworthy. The process of doubting and seeking 
evidence can be highly profitable for a believer. So, I would say that Tozer’s analysis is 
incomplete (see number 15 on the list). I think he is talking from a cultural 
perspective of the 1960’s with its focus on science as the end-all. He couldn’t have 
anticipated our post-modern culture in which the only “truth” is that there is no truth 
and that whatever you feel is right is right for you. I also think that faith is required 
even in the face of mounds of evidence because faith needs to have its foundation in 
facts. Maybe Mr. Tozer and I have different definitions of what faith is? In any case, 
I’m trying to model for you that you can disagree respectfully with an author, and 
that you need to follow rules 10-15. I would also like to bring up another point: I 
disagree on this issue (or at least with his wording), but I REALLY like this book! 
Discernment is so important. We must be able to read literature that contains 
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mixtures of agreement and disagreement if we’re going to learn anything new. And 
we need to not throw out babies with bathwater. 

• Another thing I made note of in this chapter is that the whole first half of it is set-up, 
showing the importance of belief in the Trinity. It’s not until paragraph 13 (“Christ did 
not hesitate…”) where he even begins to defend it biblically by demonstrating where 
the idea of the Trinity appears in scripture. If you were going to outline this chapter, 
that would be the major division. 

 
 
Day 6 
 
Chapter 5 is the first one that is part of the list of attributes. From here on out, each chapter 
of the book (except the last one) will be dedicated to one attribute of God. If you’re running 
short of time and really can’t finish, skip this one and go to Chapter 23 for today. Otherwise 
proceed with Chapter 5 as you did before.  
 
I have lots of underlines here, too, but here are some questions to consider after you’ve read 
and marked it up: 
 

• When you get to the poetry sections, do you read them carefully and try to 
decipher them, or do you kind of skim over them? My tendency is to skim and not 
do the work of understanding, just to be honest.  

• When you got to paragraph 9 (“Perhaps some sincere but puzzled Christians…”), 
were you mentally asking the questions he anticipates there?  I do think a lot of 
Christians wonder how theology matters to their lives, so I was glad he brought it 
up and addressed the matter quite handily.  

• If you’ve taken my Choose You This Day class, did you cringe at paragraph 18, 
where he talks about “Lucifer” because we’ve rounded out our thoughts about 
that name with more information? If so, it’s a good chance to practice your 
disagreement skills. (He actually doesn’t make any specific claims about Lucifer 
being Satan, but I smiled thinking of you reading it.) 

• Paragraph 22 is complex, but it’s worth slowing down and breaking it apart so you 
understand it fully. Write out a paraphrase if you need to. 

• Could you follow his discussion of how man’s sin relates to the overall topic of 
God’s self-existence? At face value, they seem like two different topics. If you 
missed it, look back to discover how these are logically connected. 
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Day 7 
 
As much as I hate to have you skip over so much good stuff, I want you to see how Tozer 
brings it all together and steers us toward personal application in Chapter 23. Go ahead and 
read it/mark it and then glance at my observations: 
 

• Tozer says in paragraph 3 that the formula for personal revival is to acquaint yourself 
with God. Do you agree?  

• Halfway through paragraph 4, he suddenly starts talking in formal King James-like 
language. Did you notice this, or did it slip past your attention? Your answer to that 
may say something about your age and upbringing. J  He has slipped into a loose 
string of quotations from the King James Bible here. Can you find out where he’s 
quoting from? It’s several different passages, and they’re not all word-for-word so it’s 
a fun puzzle to solve with a concordance tool. 

• In paragraph 5, he says that knowing God is easy because it’s freely given to us, but 
it’s difficult because our obstinate natures do not take kindly to the conditions that 
must be met for receiving it. I’ve made it clear that I believe a lot of the reason 
Christians aren’t studying scripture is because there are many obstacles against it, 
and because we have lost the art of reading (or never had it). But this is a good time 
to pause to consider whether some form of rebellion could be a part of your own 
personal struggle to read and study. We want God, but we want to gratify ourselves 
more. Surely it’s something to ponder. Can you bring this before God in prayer? If it’s 
difficult for you to honestly pray for help to study scripture more, that may be a clue 
that there’s something spiritual behind your lack of ability. 

• The next paragraphs list the conditions for receiving knowledge of God. I numbered 
these in the margin and did a squiggly underline of the main phrase of each topic 
sentence. A different style of underline helps me to distinguish the flow of the points 
from the other underlines of things that I just wanted to highlight because I liked 
them. It’s part of my own code that I use when I write in books. 

• Check out the sentence in the second-to-last paragraph: “Any intensified knowledge 
of God will soon begin to affect those around us in the Christian community.” It’s not 
that everyone will become an up-front teacher, but as we learn about God, he will 
use this to build up the Church situated around us. That is so exciting and makes our 
study time worthwhile, even if we can’t see the effects until years later! 

 
I hope you’ll read the rest of the book. Is there someone from our class or in your life that 
would read it along with you and discuss it as you go? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


