
Images of a garden and land to be cultivated are ripe throughout the scriptures.

● The book of Genesis introduces the relationship between humankind and God in
the Garden of Eden. (Gen. 2:4-3:24)

● Jesus often uses metaphors in comparing the ways of the Kingdom of God with
gardens and agricultural land cultivation. (John 15:1-8; Matt. 20:1-16; Matt.
21:33-46)

It struck me that there’s a helpful gardening metaphor in regard to the spiritual gifts
presented in Ephesians 4:7-13. I want to present this metaphor and look at each of the
fivefold gifts, because I think many of us are longing to understand what our place is in
the Kingdom of God.

We live in a religious climate that has far too long told us that there are “clergy” who get
training, and/or go to seminary, and/or have charisma, and/or have outward focused
giftings, and/or are good in front of crowds of people and cameras, and then the rest of
us in the Body of Christ are the “laity” who consume spirituality from these people.

The entirety of the New Testament speaks quite differently. In fact, it could be argued
that the American Church in some forms has fallen into the snare of desiring to be like
the “super apostles” in the book of 2 Corinthians.



Ephesians 4:7-13 in particular highlights the fact that the Lord Jesus has ascended to
heaven to pour down His Spirit. His Spirit manifests itself in the lives of all disciples of
Jesus. His Spirit releases itself in a variety of giftings connected to personality,
background story, and even past trauma.

Ephesians 4:7-13 states;

7 Now grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8
For it says: When he ascended on high,he took the captives captive;he gave gifts to
people. 9 But what does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the
lower parts of the earth? 10 The one who descended is also the one who ascended far
above all the heavens, to fill all things. 11 And he himself gave some to be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, 13 until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into maturity with a stature measured
by Christ’s fullness.

A deep dive into this text points out that all of us have been called to be disciplemakers,
and play a different part in the covenant people of God to contribute to that end. We all
are to “equip the saints for the work of the ministry, to build up the body of Christ”. There
is a maturity that we will collectively & individually move towards in Christ as we dwell
together in Christ and lean into one another by the power of Christ.

There has also been much great work done in regard to the five-fold gifts presented in
Ephesians 4:11. “3DM”, or “3D Movements” (https://www.3dmovements.com/) has, in
particular, created a network of disciple makers that utilize the APEST gifts present in all
disciples of Jesus.1 They also have strong descriptions of each of the APEST gifts:
apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd, and teacher, that are based on Mike Breen, the
founder of 3DM’s book “Building a Discipling Culture”. We will utilize these descriptions
and take a deep dive into how each of these gifts are present in all disciples of Jesus to
differing degrees, and we’ll also delve into the metaphor of how they function in
cultivating the garden of God.

You’re a vital part of our church Body! Whether your gifting falls in the “Pioneering”
categories of Apostles and Prophets, and Evangelists or more in the “Settling” ministries
of Pastors, and Teachers, we need you as an active part of our community.

1 Take the “APEST” test free here: https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
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Some basics to understand:

● Jesus epitomizes the expression of each ministry base: He was the perfect
apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher

● There is no greater base ministry than another. Think of the ministries as five
fingers on the same hand

● All the gifts interact. Learn from those who are strong in areas you are weak. We
need one another in order to become mature and grow into the fullness of what it
means to be the Body of Christ

● On occasion, outside influences (ex. work demands it; personal crisis; need)
might push us to operate within a ministry aspect that is not our primary
gifting—we refer to that as a “phase” ministry

● The Body of Christ is organic in nature and, like all living things, experiences
rhythms in life. There will be “seasons” when we will be challenged by God to
enter into new territory. Apostles, prophets and evangelists are particularly suited
to that call. There will be “seasons” to nurture community and make sense of the
new thing God has called us into. Pastors and teachers flourish in those roles.
With Jesus as our Head, our differences are His to gift to us so that we might
equip one another, in unity, to be the Church He is creating.

So let’s dig into some details of the five fold gifts and see how they can interact!

WHAT APOSTLES ARE GIFTED TO DO:

The word apostles is from the Greek, “apostolos” meaning, “one who is sent out”.

Apostles Ask: “Are we leading the people of God to the new place God is calling them?”

Biblical examples: Jesus, the Twelve, Paul, Priscilla, and Aquila

Jesus’ example: Jesus was the One sent by God out into the world (John 3:16)

Secular examples: Entrepreneurs and explorers

The Mature Apostle: Is a visionary, catalytic pioneer, always pushing into new territory,
eager to discover and explore. Apostles like to establish new churches or ministries.
They constantly come up with new, innovative means to do kingdom work.

The Less-Than-Mature Apostle: May have difficulty discerning/distinguishing between
the constant flood of good and innovative ideas they have and the God-ideas given to



them. They might never stick with an idea long enough to see it fully developed, jumping
from one idea to the next.

The Baby Apostle: Might stay so utterly focused on initiating new ideas and rapid
expansion, that they leave people wounded behind them. Others in the Body might
refuse to follow after a while, because they see their investment as a waste of time,
given that their leader is constantly on to the “new thing.”

The Communal Need: Apostles can rely on pastors and teachers to remind them that
people need to be cared for on an ongoing basis. Mature apostles eventually celebrate
the deepening maturity and wisdom within the Body, even as they continue to venture
outward.2

APOSTLES IN THE GARDEN OF GOD:

In the Garden of God’s Kingdom, Apostles are jackhammers, shovels, axes, hoes, and
excavators. Apostolic people look at a jacked up, concrete laden, rock filled, clay
covered terrain, and tell everyone, “That’s going to become a beautiful garden
someday”. Many people will respond, “yeah, right!”

But then, apostolic leaders, who are committed to the work of the Kingdom, will set to
work, demolishing the concrete, rocks and clay. Apostles must, however, find the soil
beneath in order for a garden to be established, and they may be willing to take risks
when no one else does. Apostles without humility to the other parts of the Body may
demolish, dig and destroy, with no soil in sight, and not listen to the advice of others to
move on and dig somewhere else.

Isaiah alluded to the apostolic leader in Isa. 58:11-12, when he wrote;

The Lord will always lead you,
satisfy you in a parched land,
and strengthen your bones.
You will be like a watered garden
and like a spring whose water never runs dry.
Some of you will rebuild the ancient ruins;
you will restore the foundations laid long ago;
you will be called the repairer of broken walls,
the restorer of streets where people live.

2 Excerpt from "Building a Discipling Culture" by Mike Breen, https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
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Apostolic people see potential where no one else does, and are willing to put in the
work to clear the way for that potential to be unleashed.

Apostolic people will go to hard neighborhoods, hard people groups, hard cities,
suburbs, and towns, and hard regions of the world to begin gospel and Kingdom works.
They won’t care about immediate, microwavable results and earthly payoff. They simply
want to make it possible for people, and cultures, to have the opportunity to encounter
God.

Apostles are missionaries in the genuine sense. This is why the apostle Paul went all
over the mediterranean spreading the gospel and planting new gospel communities,
empowering pluralities of leaders to lead them. This is the apostolic impulse, to see the
Kingdom's future in specific scenarios and areas before anyone else does.

WHAT PROPHETS ARE GIFTED TO DO:

The word prophet is from the Greek word, “prophetes” meaning, “one who hears and
listens to God”.

Prophets Ask: “Are the people of God hearing his voice and responding appropriately?”

Biblical examples: Anna and Simeon (Luke 2); Agabus (Acts 11:28, 21:10); Philip’s
daughters (Acts 21:9)

Jesus’ example: Every word he uttered was revelation from God.

Secular examples: Creatives (musicians, artists, writers); people who speak out of their
perceptions.

The Mature Prophet: Listens closely to God and humbly communicates to the Body,
even if it’s sometimes with a challenging or corrective word. Prophets are in-tune with
God and therefore able to discern his will and his truth. They can stand back from
circumstances and get a clear picture of what is happening; this allows them to see
creative solutions and cast vision.

The Less-Than-Mature Prophet: May sound shrill in their struggle to be heard, and in
the process, the Body “tunes them out” and therefore misses the word God wished to
share through them. Prophets must develop their skills in other base ministries if they
don’t want to “shoot themselves in the foot.”



The Baby Prophet: Assumes they’re always right. And because they’re “always right,”
they want to move straight from Revelation to Application, skipping a critical
Interpretation step in their desire to quickly see God’s will/vision completed.

The Communal Need: Prophets are called to share the word they’ve been given,
learning from others in the Body on how to do that in the most winsome way. The
community then weighs that word and gives interpretation. A prophet’s job is to share
what they’ve received, then back away and see what others make of it.3

PROPHETS IN THE GARDEN OF GOD:

In the Garden of God’s Kingdom, Prophets are weed killers, pruning shears, and hedge
trimmers. Prophetic people look at an existing garden, in any state of its cultivation, and
set about to identify the weeds and the unhealthy branches in it. They’re not afraid to
attack the unhealthy parts of the garden no matter what people say. They, at times, may
be called by the Lord to exclaim, “If we don’t get rid of this weed, the whole garden is
going to be destroyed”. Many people will respond, “yeah, right!”

But then, prophetic leaders, who are committed to the work of the Kingdom, will set to
work, identifying weeds, pulling them up by the root and/or spraying them with weed
killer, and pruning the plants so that they bear more fruit. Prophets must be careful not
to call a flower a weed, or prune the plants too harshly and extensively, or they’ll cause
destruction and death in the garden.

Prophets have a keen eye for injustice and sin that the rest of the Body of Christ is blind
to.

Isaiah was alluding to prophetic leadership in Isa. 58:1-8, when he wrote;

“Cry out loudly, don’t hold back!
Raise your voice like a ram’s horn.
Tell my people their transgression
and the house of Jacob their sins.
They seek me day after day
and delight to know my ways,
like a nation that does what is right
and does not abandon the justice of their God.
They ask me for righteous judgments;
they delight in the nearness of God.”

3 Excerpt from "Building a Discipling Culture" by Mike Breen, https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
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“Why have we fasted, but you have not seen?
We have denied ourselves, but you haven’t noticed!”
“Look, you do as you please on the day of your fast,
and oppress all your workers.
You fast with contention and strife
to strike viciously with your fist.
You cannot fast as you do today,
hoping to make your voice heard on high.
Will the fast I choose be like this:
A day for a person to deny himself,
to bow his head like a reed,
and to spread out sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast
and a day acceptable to the Lord?
Isn’t this the fast I choose:
To break the chains of wickedness,
to untie the ropes of the yoke,
to set the oppressed free,
and to tear off every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
to bring the poor and homeless into your house,
to clothe the naked when you see him,
and not to ignore your own flesh and blood?
Then your light will appear like the dawn,
and your recovery will come quickly.
Your righteousness will go before you,
and the Lord’s glory will be your rear guard.

We see clearly that most of the people of Israel, even their key leaders, were irritated to
the point of rage by Isaiah’s indictment of their hypocrisy, ungodly religious expression,
and dead ritual. But the Lord gave Isaiah the courage to care more about what God said
than what the people thought of Isaiah.

Prophetic people see potential problems where no one else does, and are willing to put
in the work to clear the sin and injustice out of communities, corrupted systems, and
institutions no matter the cost involved.

God will call prophetic people into situations where people have hard hearts. They won’t
care as much about the response of the hard hearted as they will about faithfully



delivering the message God has given them. They simply want to see a purified, holy,
righteous remnant preserved.

Prophets are status quo challengers. Jesus had a powerful prophetic ministry to the
Pharisees in particular, and exposed all their ungodly beliefs and behaviors in order to
define clearly what the Lord wanted of His people.

WHAT EVANGELISTS ARE GIFTED TO DO:

The word evangelist is from the Greek, “evanggelistes” meaning, “one who brings good
news”.

Evangelists Ask: “Are new people entering into God’s kingdom?”

Biblical example: Philip (Acts 8:12)

Jesus’ example: He embodied the Good News; he was the Good News.

Secular examples: Salespeople, politicians, PR, networkers.

The Mature Evangelist: Is an infectious communicator of the Gospel message, who
recruits others to join the cause. Evangelists call for a personal response to God’s
loving, saving redemption in Christ and draw believers to engage with the ongoing
mission of growing the Church.

The Less-Than-Mature Evangelist: Might be so focused on reaching those outside the
Church, that they neglect the need for maturing and strengthening the recruits already
inside the doors. They have a propensity to “get ‘em in the door,” and then abandon
their new disciples in favor of finding still more.

The Baby Evangelist: May be tempted to reduce the Gospel to keeping people from hell
when they die, while ignoring Jesus’ invitation to discipleship and the power of the
kingdom while living here on earth.

The Communal Need: Discipling others and building the kingdom requires building
ongoing relationships. Evangelists can learn from teachers and pastors how to better
care for those they bring into the fold, on an ongoing basis.4

EVANGELISTS IN THE GARDEN OF GOD:

4 Excerpt from "Building a Discipling Culture" by Mike Breen, https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
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If the world/culture is a greenhouse that’s cultivating a massive variety of plants, In the
Garden of God’s Kingdom, Evangelists are “nursery transplanters”. Nursery workers
typically work outdoors or in a greenhouse. Their job is to plant, grow, water, transplant,
prune, and generally care for plants, shrubs, and trees.5 Likewise, Evangelists put effort
into the greenhouse of the world and the people in it, cultivating relationships, serving
and loving people, winsomely sharing the gospel, building the Kingdom, and then
inviting people into the garden of God’s Church. They will do the work of planting new
plants in the Garden of God. Evangelists aren’t afraid to bring these plants into gardens
where the existing plants may not want to welcome them. “Too bad!” The evangelist
says. “This plant needs a home, and you need to welcome and love them no matter
what they’ve been through, and no matter how familiar you are with them!” Evangelists
thrive in relational chaos and bring that relational chaos into the Body of Christ with
great vigor.

Evangelistic leaders, who are committed to the work of the Kingdom, will set to work,
cultivating plants in the greenhouse of the world, and transplanting plants into the
Garden of God- the Church. Evangelists must be careful not to try and stuff too many
transplants into a garden that can’t fit them, or put them in gardens that aren’t fully
ready for them, or these plants will never take root and mature.

Evangelists have an open-armed approach to people, and believe that any and
everyone could potentially become a follower of Christ.

The Holy Spirit was displaying Paul’s zeal for those outside the Church in the
greenhouses of the world in 1 Cor. 9:19-23 when Paul explained;

19 Although I am free from all and not anyone’s slave, I have made myself a slave to
everyone, in order to win more people. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win
Jews; to those under the law, like one under the law—though I myself am not under the
law—to win those under the law. 21 To those who are without the law, like one without
the law—though I am not without God’s law but under the law of Christ—to win those
without the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to win the weak. I have
become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save some. 23
Now I do all this because of the gospel, so that I may share in the blessings.

Paul, in all his consistency and sincerity, also literally “made himself a slave to
everyone, in order to win more people”. In his maturity, he wasn’t being a chameleon or
politician to sway people. He was, however, relating to people based on what God was

5 https://www.careerexplorer.com/careers/nursery-worker/
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already doing in their lives, whether they were total agnostic deconstructionists or
religious legalists. And why? He wanted people to experience the saving power and
salvation of Jesus Christ!

Evangelistic people see who people will be in Christ when others just see their
shortcomings,  and are willing to put in the work to connect as many people with the
gospel as possible.

God will call evangelistic people into the lives of people who are curious and hungry for
Jesus. Evangelists delight in demonstrating the love and forgiveness of Jesus through
word and deed. They want to see lower, middle, upper class, gen alpha, gen Z,
millennial, baby boomer, and those of african, asian, european, south american, north
american, and australian descent meet Jesus and collide together into beautiful,
diverse, unified community under the gospel!

Evangelists are inviters in the garden of God. Evangelists help the garden of God to be
a flourishing, diverse place of grace where all are welcomed.

WHAT PASTORS/SHEPHERDS ARE GIFTED TO DO:

The word pastor comes from the Greek word, “poimen” meaning, “one who shepherds
God’s people”

Pastors Ask: “Are the people of God caring for and showing compassion for people?”
Biblical example: Barnabas (Acts 15:36-41)

Jesus’ example: He refers to himself as the Good Shepherd who has come to lead his
people (John 10)

Secular examples: Counselors, social workers, nurses, care-giving professions

The Mature Pastor: Can identify needs, provide comfort, and encourage others. Pastors
easily empathize with others and exhibit lots of patience with those in need. Out of a
drive to nurture, protect, and love God’s people, they spend most of their time with other
Christians.

The Less-Than-Mature Pastor: May value stability, to the detriment of mission, holding
up kingdom-building opportunities. Because they’ve seen how people can fail other
people, or because of their own ego, they might foster unhealthy dependence between
themselves and their followers.



The Baby Pastor: Because they’re so comfortable with people in their brokenness—and
fearful of making someone angry—pastors just beginning to exercise their gifting may
avoid challenging others to take steps toward healing, transformation and redemption.

The Communal Need: Pastors can rely on apostles and evangelists to help identify new
territorial opportunities and recruits for the kingdom, and on prophets to help them
identify ways the Body is called to grow and mature.6

PASTORS/SHEPHERDS IN THE GARDEN OF GOD:

In the Garden of God’s Kingdom, Pastors are the sunshine. Through a process called
photosynthesis, plants absorb energy from the sun, which fuels the processes
necessary for survival. A plant’s leaves act as “solar panels,” capturing light as
efficiently as possible to help the plant grow. This is why you’ll notice something called
phototropism or plant leaves changing position depending on their relative orientation to
the sun.7 Likewise, pastors bring about the solar energy light of God and cause spiritual
photosynthesis in the people of the Garden of God. The people plants of the Garden
press into spiritual phototropism and position themselves near shepherds who provide
love, nurturing, and growth. Pastor/Shepherds provide the solar soul care needed for
people to grow in Christ. They will have a special focus on nurturing the existing plants
in the garden.

Shepherd leaders, who are committed to the work of the Kingdom, will set to work,
pouring themselves into the lives of existing Jesus followers to help them flourish and
belong. Pastoral shepherds, like the sun, can also scorch and kill the plants. They can
“help” people so much that they’ll hurt them. They can be overbearingly co-dependent
when unhealthy, and stifle growth in the garden.

Shepherds have an open-hearted approach to people, and have special gifts of mercy
and compassion that help others to belong. When a shepherding gift is combined with
other dominant giftings it works out accordingly.

● Shepherd Evangelists have a great ability to help those outside the Body of
Christ feel loved and accepted.

● Shepherd Prophets have a burning heart for justice and care for the needs of
those on the margins with tenderness.

7 https://royalcitynursery.com/the-importance-of-sun-exposure/
6 Excerpt from "Building a Discipling Culture" by Mike Breen, https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
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● Shepherd Apostles know how to initiate and cultivate communities of people who
don’t follow Jesus yet and connect those who don’t follow Christ with those who
do follow Christ.

In 1 Corinthians 13 the aspects of a shepherding culture are laid open for us to see;

If I speak human or angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith so that I can move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing. 3
And if I give away all my possessions, and if I give over my body in order to boast but do
not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, 5 is not
rude, is not self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 Love
finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know in part, and we
prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When
I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I
became a man, I put aside childish things. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a
mirror, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, as I am fully
known. 13 Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love—but the greatest of these is love.

Look at that last phrase- “the greatest of these is love”. Where would the health of the
Church be without Shepherd/Pastor leaders? It would be like a dark, dismal garden with
no sunshine.

God will call shepherd leaders into the lives of people who are in need of soul care.
Pastors delight in demonstrating the love and forgiveness of Jesus through invested
relationships.

Shepherds are soul care experts in the garden of God. They help the garden of God to
be a sunshine filled place of warmth and grace.

WHAT TEACHERS ARE GIFTED TO DO:

The word teacher comes from the Greek, “didaskalos” meaning, “one who seeks and
shares the truth”



Teachers Ask: “Are the people of God immersing themselves in scripture and biblical
principles? Are they living them out?”

Biblical example: Apollos (Acts 18) Jesus’ example: Jesus was often referred to as
Teacher or Rabbi; he taught with authority

Secular examples: teachers, professors, trainers, speakers

The Mature Teacher: Looks for effective methods to explain, enlighten and apply God’s
truth, wisdom and ways. Teachers assist others in remaining biblically grounded,
learning to discern God’s will, and helping the community remain faithful to Christ’s own
teachings.

The Less-Than-Mature Teacher: May fall into dry intellectualism or dogmatism. They
can favor the study of theology or Scripture over the actual application/practice of it,
which might also keep them from supporting missional aspects of life.

The Baby Teacher: May aspire to “wow” their students with their own intellect and
prowess rather than share the authority given to them from Scripture and the Holy Spirit,
or leading by personal example. Hebrews 13:7 tells us to “Remember your leaders, who
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their
faith.”

The Communal Need: A teacher’s authority doesn’t come from how smart they are, but
from the Word of God and the power of a transformed life. Others within the Body can
help Teachers keep that in balance.8

TEACHERS IN THE GARDEN OF GOD:

In the Garden of God’s Kingdom, Teachers are the rain. Rainwater when used to water
plants will provide nitrogen in the form of nitrates which is used by plants to produce
green leafy foliage. The pH of rainwater ranges between 6.2 – 6.8 which unlocks plant
nutrients from the soil.  Rainwater can be used to water both garden and indoor plants.9

Likewise, teachers bring about the nutrients of God and cause spiritual nitrogen to bring
about the green leafy foliage of genuine knowledge in the people of the Garden of God.
The people plants of the Garden press into the nutrients God provides and glean from
teachers who provide wisdom, knowledge, truth, and correct interpretation of the Word
of God. Teachers provide the H2O guidance needed for people to grow in Christ. Just

9 https://flourishingplants.com/using-rainwater-for-plants/
8 Excerpt from "Building a Discipling Culture" by Mike Breen, https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
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as shepherds will cultivate the hearts of existing Jesus followers, teachers will have a
special focus on cultivating the minds of existing Jesus followers. It has often been said
that changed action begins in the mind, so the function of the teacher is deeply
essential to the Body of Christ.

Teachers, who are committed to the work of the Kingdom, will set to work, pouring
themselves into the lives of existing Jesus followers to help them flourish and grow.
Teachers, like the rain, can also overgrow the plants.

American Christianity has overemphasized the soul care of shepherds and doctrinal
instruction of teachers while often silencing the prophetic and apostolic ministries. Yet it
could be said that the events of 2020 began a paradigm shift where the Church may be
forced to return to a more robust APEST form. An unhealthy shepherd-teacher culture
will bring about the sin of Sodom.

Now this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters had pride, plenty
of food, and comfortable security, but didn’t support the poor and needy. (Ezekiel 16:49)

Without the pruning and weed killing of prophets, the pioneering, ground breaking, soil
cultivating work of apostles, and the open handed, invitational work of Evangelists,
cultures within the Church that overemphasize head knowledge will become
unconcerned and overfed. Sodom was addicted to comfort and pride. Unhealthy
Shepherd-Teacher cultures will become addicted to knowledge and doctrine, becoming
derailed from Christ’s mission to make disciples of all nations. (Matt. 28:18-20)

Teachers have an instructional, wisdom based approach to people, and have special
gifts of knowledge that help others to grow in understanding God’s truths. When a
teaching gift is combined with other dominant giftings it works out accordingly.

● Teacher Evangelists are gifted apologists that know how to compellingly explain
profound biblical truths to those outside the Body of Christ.

● Teacher Prophets will instruct the Body of Christ to engage the margins and have
a forceful “oomph” to their teaching that both fills people with knowledge and
calls them to repentance.

● Teacher Apostles know how to train the Body of Christ to engage new,
unexplored territories for the sake of the Kingdom of God.

Teachers are in hot pursuit of the mind of God. Look at what Romans 11:33-36 has to
say about His infinite wisdom!



33 Oh, the depth of the riches
and the wisdom and the knowledge of God!
How unsearchable his judgments
and untraceable his ways!
34 For who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has been his counselor?
35 And who has ever given to God,
that he should be repaid?
36 For from him and through him
and to him are all things.
To him be the glory forever. Amen.

And yet people with a teaching gift just love to swim the depths of “the mind of the
Lord”. What a beautiful, eternal, endless pursuit!!

God will call teachers into the lives of people who are in need of gradual maturing in the
truth. Teachers delight in helping people cultivate minds for God’s Word.

Teachers are cultivators of the mind in the garden of God. They help the garden of
God’s soil to be a rain soaked place of nutrients and health.

TO SUMMARIZE…

So we can learn how the Lord has wired us, learn our strengths in Christ, learn our
weaknesses in Christ, and lean into one another’s strengths in Christ. It’s good to
explore out APEST giftings, and to be humbled that we have been given pieces of
Jesus’s heavenly gifts.

Take the APEST/Five Fold Survey for free now! Here’s two different versions:

● https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
● https://fivefoldministry.com/

To give an analogy, we have 100% of Jesus living in us that’s spread out across an
APEST spectrum, so one could be like me and be;

● 23% Evangelist
● 21% Apostle
● 21% Prophet
● 20% Teacher, and

https://fivefold.3dmovements.com/
https://fivefoldministry.com/


● 14% Shepherd

But Jesus is our 100% Apostle, 100% Prophet, 100% Evangelist, 100% Shepherd, and
100% Teacher! Praise to His Holy Name!!!

7 Now grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8
For it says: When he ascended on high,he took the captives captive;he gave gifts to
people. 10 The one who descended is also the one who ascended far above all the
heavens, to fill all things. (Eph. 4:7-8; 10)


