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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 8 

 
Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 11 
• Literature Lesson 5 
• Foreign Language Lesson 5 
• Story: “The Cloud Rider” 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Chiasm 
• Pericope 
• Typology 

Be sure to keep reviewing all the ones that you’ve learned. We’ll be using all of them in class 
again next time! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church. 
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Logic 
 
Review the Statistical Fallacies by identifying the examples in Lesson 7 in your student 
handbook. An answer key is available on the class web page. 

 

Literature 

Find some opportunities this week to really pay attention to how people talk. Maybe it will 
be when you’re listening to a sermon or to others’ conversation. Notice how often people 
use idioms or other forms of figurative language. Imagine you’re Amelia Bedelia and what 
the world would look like if you took every statement literally! 

 
Reading 
 
If you are currently reading a novel or read one recently, think about the things we said in 
this lesson with that novel in mind.  
 

• What experiences does it give you a glimpse into that you would not be able to have 
on your own? 

• What time periods or historical events does it help you learn something about? 
• Do you agree with the author’s worldview? Does he/she believe the world and 

humanity are basically good or bad? Is there any place for the work of God in the 
story or is he left completely out of it (or maybe even blamed for bad things)? How do 
people find peace or happiness? 

• Are good things seen as good and bad things seen as bad, or is there a blurring of the 
lines? 

• When people sin, is it brushed over or does it have realistic consequences? 
• Is justice done in the end? 
• Did the book give you a chance to delight in human art and creativity because of its 

literary quality? 
 
You won’t be able to answer all these questions with every book, and maybe you’ll think of 
more questions.  
 
I’ll use the Hunger Games series to illustrate this sort of thinking. I read these books aloud 
with my kids so we could work through some of these worldview issues together (and 
because it was a gripping story about humanity). Here’s how I would mentally process the 
relevant questions above, in no particular order: 
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The story did not include God at all. It did maintain a sense of injustice when one 
group dominated all the others. Hurting others, gluttony, and killing were all 
portrayed very negatively. Helping one’s enemies was cast in a positive light. When 
one character (Gale) later turned to violence to overthrow the enemy and wanted to 
dominate them in his own way, this was viewed negatively. There was resolution in 
the end, yet it was the most realistic portrayal I had ever seen of the brokenness that 
remains after trauma.  
 
One thing I thought a lot about is that it’s rare for an author to really show the 
negative side of the hero/heroine the way the author sometimes portrayed Katniss. 
Yet as readers, we often downplay the negative and elevate the positive 
characteristics of our heroes. It can be difficult to notice how selfish and immature 
she’s really being because you’re inclined to like her, even though she’s really not very 
likeable. Then when it’s made into a movie, she’s beautiful and strong and you’re even 
more inclined to look up to her. This is something that I think we should take more 
care to notice and point out to our kids. The author is doing something to us, and it’s 
better if we notice it and analyze what is really happening instead of just getting 
caught up in the experience.  

 
You can read for enjoyment and still benefit greatly from fiction if you just read with your 
brain on! 
 
 
Foreign Language 
 
Review the word “hope” that we studied together by poking around on BlueLetterBible.com 
and seeing if you can follow the same steps to find the information! 


