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Choose You This Day 
Lesson 19: Fundamentals of Prophecy 
 
Objectives 
 

• Determine why it is beneficial to study unfulfilled prophecy. 
 

• Be able to identify the “three circles of prophecy” to make it clear that we 
are in unity on essential matters, even if we disagree about prophetic 
fulfillments. 

 
• Recognize the major prophetic topics that are interpreted differently. 

 
• Learn and understand the terminology about the Millennium, the 

Tribulation, and the Rapture and how different interpretations relate them 
to other end-times events. 

 
• Consider why God allows so many different interpretations and what our 

priority should be in the Body as we discuss these things. 
 

• Explore the way Old Testament prophecy should be used to interpret New 
Testament prophecy. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
This lesson marks a major transition point in our study. As we have explored God’s plan for 
humans and the enemy’s attempts to thwart it, I’m sure that many times along the way you 
have wondered about the future. How is this all going to end up? And when? I keep assuring 
you that God is going to win this cosmic battle and that Jesus will take His rightful place as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, but how can we be sure of that and how long do we have to 
wait? A study of biblical prophecy will provide great confidence about the first part of the 
question and will lead us to conclude “probably not very much longer” about the second part.  
 
One of the main purposes of future (unfulfilled) prophecy is to give us hope.  After Jesus died 
on the cross, he rose from the dead in a body that was better than his previous one—and 
then He promised to do the same for us!  Let’s keep the solid truth of this clear prophecy 
firmly in our minds:  Jesus will return as King and fix this place. Whether you trust that 
prophecy or not makes all the difference in your life. Never forget that it’s all about Jesus. We 
miss that when we get caught up in endless debates about how the different end-times 
events might all fit together. 
 
The striking number and exactness of prophecies that have already been fulfilled1 confirm 
that God really does know the end from the beginning and that we can trust Him. As we see 
present-day events that He foretold unfolding before our very eyes, it ought to give us great 
confidence that He will keep the ultimate promise to take us to be with Him.  But far more 
energy of the Old Testament prophets was spent persuading people rather than predicting 

 
1 Go back to the lesson about the Bible if you don’t remember the details! 
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things.  As God’s future intentions are revealed to us, it ought to motivate us to live 
differently.   
 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 
that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort 
of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?  
2 Peter 3:10-11 

 
 
Reasons to Study Unfulfilled Prophecy  
 

• It is faith-building and spiritually motivating to watch it unfold. 

• A large percentage of the Bible is prophecy (some say up to 30 percent, with 2 
to 3 percent of the Bible consisting of unfulfilled prophecy). We shouldn’t be 
ignoring 2 to 3 percent of the Bible as if it doesn’t matter. 

• We need people in the Body who are able to give context and explanation as 
strange things are going on—and to use these events to point out that God is 
in control even when it doesn’t look like it.  Prophecy brings us conviction 
about God’s sovereignty. 

• Prophecy brings us comfort in our suffering because we know this current life 
is not a permanent situation. 

• Prophecy assures us of Satan’s final defeat.   

• God wants us to know what He’s doing.  

 
For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets.  
Amos 3:7 
 

• Thinking about the future promotes a Biblical world view, especially since we 
are to be people who are living in light of eternity instead of for instant 
gratification.  When we don’t believe the future matters, we fall much more 
easily into the enemy’s traps. Being in line with God’s plan for the future leads 
to spiritual strength. 

• Prophecy promotes evangelism. The nearness of Christ’s return lends urgency 
to our message. 

• Studying prophecy makes us more patient. It increases our longing for what is 
yet to come, but hopefully also increases our humility about not knowing the 
timing. 

 
All the plans of God and of the enemy have future implications, so we must study prophecy. 
We need to have the hopefulness of God’s final victory firmly in our minds!  
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Peter gives us some perspective:   
 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be 
yours searched and inquired carefully, inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in 
them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 
glories.  It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves  
but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached 
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to 
look.  1 Peter 1:10-12 
 

Daniel and the other prophets were longing to understand what we now know about the 
mystery of the Church!  So as we get confused by future prophecy, let’s remember that we 
have the privilege of clarity on so many important issues.   
 
Let’s also take note that the prophets spent time searching out what was yet unfulfilled 
prophecy from their perspective and were blessed by it.  In the same way, we are blessed 
when we “search and inquire carefully” about anything from the Bible that is confusing to us, 
including prophetic passages. 
 
It will help us in our study, however, to remember that God purposely obscured the first 
coming of the Messiah. Remember how we pointed out that Satan and his forces would not 
have killed Jesus if they had really understood His purpose for coming as a man to the earth? 
 

But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for 
our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory.  1 Corinthians 2:7-8 
 

Even though it is so very clear to us when we put together all of the Old Testament passages 
that reveal Jesus, don’t you ever wonder how the Jews still don’t see it? In the same way, 
Satan did not put the pieces together correctly to come to the right conclusion about God’s 
intentions. It’s not that he is not intelligent, but he obviously does not have the Holy Spirit 
within him to illuminate the Scriptures like we do.  
 
Yet even with the gift of the Spirit and the illumination He imparts, we should expect that God 
has likewise obscured the details about the second coming of the Messiah to keep His 
enemies in the dark. Instead of becoming frustrated by how many different interpretations 
there are about the Book of Revelation or how many different timelines scholars have 
produced, we should marvel at God’s wisdom in giving us enough information to fill us with 
hope and excitement, yet not so much that it can be thwarted! Just like the prophets of old, 
let us carefully search and inquire, but let us do it with the humility of knowing we will not be 
the ones to get every detail correct. It is a worthwhile process, but it must not divide us. 
  
 
 
 
 
  



Choose You This Day                                                                                                                                         Lesson 19: Fundamentals of Prophecy 

 462 

Three Circles 
 
Think of the study of prophecy as three concentric circles.   
 
Circle One: The inner circle is rooted in the Covenants of God.  
 
These promises that God made were prophetic because they were given as declarations of 
the way that God Himself would and will behave.  They cannot be undone. God contractually 
bound Himself to these promises.   
 
Adam and Eve 
God made a promise to Adam and Eve that One would come from the woman’s seed that 
would crush the head of the serpent.  We know that Jesus has defeated Satan through His 
death and resurrection, and Satan will one day be finally and visibly crushed. 
 
Noah 
God made a covenant with Noah that the earth would never again be destroyed by a flood.   
 
Abraham 
God said He would make a great nation from Abraham and bless all the people of the earth 
through him.  This was an “everlasting” covenant involving the Land.  
 
David 
God promised that David’s kingdom would be established forever.  Jesus is the ultimate and 
permanent fulfillment.   
 
Believers 

 
I will put my laws into their minds and write them on their hearts… I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. I will remember their sins no more.  Jeremiah 31:33 

 
These covenants are the clearest prophecies we have. They form the inner circle.  
 
 
Circle Two: Areas of Agreement 
 
The second area represents matters related to future prophecy that we 
understand much about. They are the areas we would all agree on 
within orthodox Christianity.  These are crucial and specific prophecies: 
 

• The Church is a vital part of God’s plan. 
• Christ is returning as King of Kings. 
• Judgment will come at the end. 
• Believers will spend eternity with God. 

 
Circle Three: Areas in Question 
 

Covenants 

Areas of Agreement 

Areas in Question 
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The outer circle represents those prophecies with unclear fulfillments. It’s far more important 
to be in fellowship within the Body than to argue about the minutia of the third circle, such as 
who the antichrist may be or how long the Tribulation will last. It is not that these 
conversations have no value, but we should always approach them with the knowledge that 
we are outside the realm of things we can know for sure. As answers become less obvious 
and our curiousity is aroused, we have to dig more. This is one of the greatest benefits of 
studying the things we can’t be certain about. When we dig for answers, our love for God’s 
Word will grow and we will be enriched by the things we learn along the way that have more 
to do with the inner two circles. 
 
In our lesson today, we will move gradually into that third circle and I will define for you 
where most of the differences lie when it comes to prophetic interpretations. Then I will 
explain a few other keys (or guidelines) for interpreting prophecy that will be helpful to us as 
we proceed through the next few lessons.  
 
As we begin this exploration, we soon find that there is one question that initially separates 
the main prophetic positions. 
 
 
 
Does God still have a plan for Israel and the Land?  
 
The way that a person answers that question will determine which direction his or her 
interpretation of third circle prophecies will take.   
 
Some godly people believe that God has no further plan for national Israel. 
 
Inclusion in the nation of Israel was always more about faith than parentage.  Gentiles could 
become part of Israel if they renounced their own nation and religion—and participated in 
circumcision, sacrificial cleansing, and obedience to the Law.  Descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob could be excluded from Israel if they committed certain sins (especially idolatry).  
So how much does it matter to be physically Hebrew? 
 
The New Testament is quite clear that “spiritual Israel” contains both physical Jews and 
Gentiles.  The two have become one.  If the New Covenant replaced the Old one, then there 
is no longer any distinction.    

 
Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”  
Galatians 3:7-8. 
 

A case can be made for how difficult it is to determine if someone could even be considered 
Jewish anymore, based on intermarriage over the centuries and the destruction of records.  
There is also the question of how much Jewish blood a person needs to have to be considered 
Jewish.  In addition, there have been groups of people that claimed to be Jewish that were 
not, and these have been mingled in with the others. Yet it is often considered that a drop of 
Jewish blood from the mother makes one Jewish. What value, then, is there in making a 
distinction? 
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Zionism is a false attempt to make something of Israel apart from God. Satan’s forces are in 
the process of leading the secular modern nation in a direction that allows for the antichrist to 
have control of God’s city until Jesus returns to take it back.  
 
I have met and listened to some excellent, godly men who hold to the above arguments and 
have pointed out legitimate ways that Christians have become blinded by their unwavering 
devotion to secular Israel.  These people genuinely believe that it dishonors God to insist on 
any distinction between Jew and Gentile.  I find their arguments to be strong enough that I 
can’t just dismiss them, yet I can’t conclude that God is completely finished with Israel, either. 
 
There are also reasons to believe God still has a plan for the physical descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
  
The Supplememental notes go into more detail, but here are a few highlights: 
 

• While a case can be made that we’re all spiritual children of Abraham, many prophetic 
texts narrow comments about Israel down to “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” This 
seems to indicate certain descendants of Abraham through a physical line—not all the 
true spiritual children of Abraham.   

 
• The promise to Abraham included details about the land that do not fit spiritual 

application to the Church. (See Psalm 105:8-11 as just one example.) 
 

• When we allegorize Israel as the Church, we run into several interpretive problems 
along the way and it becomes impossible to remain consistent.  
 

• Jesus’ disciples in Acts 1 still understood that Israel would be a kingdom and Jesus did 
not correct them.  
 

• It’s difficult to ignore the many miraculous events that took place when Israel became 
a nation again in 1948 and reestablished Jerusalem in 1967. If God’s hand was on this, 
then why? 
 

• Unlike any other civilization in history, Jewish culture and identity were retained after 
centuries in exile. More than once.  
 

• If Deuteronomy 30:1-10 is a template for the whole history of the nation of Israel, it 
seem that there are unfinished parts. 
 

• Satan seems to still be trying to destroy Israel. Why, if it means nothing to God? 
 

• God made a new creation (the Church) which was grafted into the old vine, but He did 
not do away with the old one. (Romans 11:11-32)  
 

 
 
Adjustments I’ve made in trying to resolve these differing points of view. 
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I have to conclude that God must still be preserving physical Israel for the sake of His name 
and Covenants and that there are elements involving the Land that are very literal. The 
Church cannot possibly fulfill these literal promises, but it’s clear that the Church does receive 
all the spiritual blessings that were promised to Israel. (See Galatians 3 and 4, 6:15-16; 
Romans 4:11-16.)  
 
When it comes to redemption, it cannot be that God has two distinct redemptive programs: 
one for Jews and one for Gentiles.   I see evidence that a new way of relating to God will be 
in effect after the Church Age is over,2 but I fully expect that the way to be saved will be the 
same for a Jew as for a Gentile. Christ died to make the two one, so it cannot be that 
believers from both groups become redivided.   
 
Although I maintain that God still has a plan for Israel and that events related to the nation 
can be significant to prophecy, I have also come to believe that Christians should not support 
the construction of a Jewish temple in Jerusalem. Christ completed the need for sacrifices, 
and the whole point of a temple would be to kill animals year after year with the futile hope of 
gaining God’s favor. It would be an abomination!   
 
Also, I no longer have confidence that the secular nation of Israel is specially protected as 
God’s chosen people. My faith will not be shaken if it’s destroyed, because that is not the 
entity to whom God made the promises. This does not mean that God won’t defend it (I still 
expect that He will), but I reject the idea that “God will never let this State be destroyed 
because otherwise He is a promise-breaker.” I also reject the idea that the State of Israel can 
do no wrong. As far as we know, it is led by unregenerated people who are not following the 
Holy Spirit. We should expect them to sin. 
 
That said, I do support the modern State of Israel as a democracy in the Middle East and a 
friend to our country. They have been a light in the region when it comes to human rights. 
Opposing the Jewish people does not generally turn out very well for a nation.3  
 
I retain my commitment to avoid blaming Israel for all the problems in the world.  The 
increasing anti-semitism and specifically anti-Israeli rhetoric that we are hearing in our world 
is surely under Satan’s inspiration. The Middle East would not become suddenly peaceful if 
Israel were gone, no matter what claims are made about their evil actions.  
 
 
  

 
2  In Revelation 15:3, those who had “conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name” are found to 

be singing the song of Moses AND the song of the Lamb. We will explore the significance of these songs in a 
coming lesson, but for now note that they have to do with the way creatures relate to the Creator. After Christ’s 
ascension only the song of the Lamb was sung, but here it is both songs. 

3  In Genesis 12:3, God stated to Abraham, while making promises about his descendants, that He would “bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse.” This was repeated and passed down when Isaac 
blessed Jacob in Genesis 27:29: “Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses 
you.” If this were merely a spiritual blessing or curse, it would not have been passed down to particular 
descendents of Abraham through Jacob. There is no reason to conclude that this part of the Abrahamic covenant 
has been nullified. 
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More Differences Within the Third Circle 
 
Knowing that Israel’s place in prophecy is the initial point of dispute, we can further break 
down the majority of our end-times disagreements within the third circle based on three main 
doctrines:  The Millennium, the Tribulation, and the Rapture.  
 
 
Let’s look at some widely-accepted definitions of important terms: 
 

• Eschatology: the study of the end-times  
  
• Millennium:  The reign of Christ on earth before the devil has one more 

chance to have his way (usually considered to be one thousand years in 
length) 

 
• Tribulation: the last seven years of this age before Christ reigns as King, in 

which God sends plagues to get people’s attention (some believe the 
Tribulation is only three and a half years long) 

 
• Rapture: the catching up of believers to meet the Lord in the air 

 
 
The Millennium 
 
The next significant distinction between the various prophetic beliefs is where the Millennium 
fits in relation to other end times events and whether or not it lasts a literal one thousand 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose You This Day                                                                                                                                         Lesson 19: Fundamentals of Prophecy 

 467 

 
Amillennialism: No Literal Millennium 
 
When a person determines that God has no future plan for physical Israel, they tend toward 
the amillennial position that there is no literal one thousand year period yet to come. 
 
It has been estimated that two-thirds of the “Christian family” would hold to this position, and 
it is historically the view of the Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed traditions. 
 
Those who hold to this view believe the promises made to national Israel are fulfilled by 
Christ and the Church during this present age. 
 
They say the one thousand years is a symbolic number to represent the completeness of this 
present age, which is the time between Christ’s first and second comings. 
 
The idea is that instead of reigning on earth, Jesus is reigning in heaven during this time.  
 
They consider that Satan is bound because of Christ’s victory over him at the cross, yet he will 
be released at the end during a time of unprecedented apostasy and Satanically-inspired evil. 
 
St. Augustine, J.I. Packer, and R.C. Sproul would be associated with amillennialism. 
 
 
Postmillennialism: After the Millennium 
 
This position holds to the view that the Millennium is a period of one thousand years of 
universal peace and righteousness in this world before Christ returns.  So Christ does not 
return to reign as king until after the Millennium.  
 
Its adherents are divided as to whether this Millennium begins suddenly or gradually, and 
whether or not it’s a literal one thousand years. 
 
The most important distinction is that they believe the Millennium begins sometime during the 
present age and that things will gradually get better because God’s Kingdom will triumph 
completely over Satan’s as the whole world accepts the gospel. They are very optimistic that 
through evangelism, the world will eventually be reached for Christ.  
 
Satan will be bound in the sense that grace has triumphed. 
 
They believe that Israel will turn back to God early on in the Millennium. 
 
There are two different modern forms of Postmillennialism. 
 
One camp believes that the Church is supposed to work to see a theocracy restored, in which 
the Old Testament law once again becomes the law of the land. 
 
The other originates in the Pentecostal movement and believes that Spirit-led Christians will 
regain the wealth and material possessions the Church has lost through unfaithfulness. 
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My problem with the Postmillennial view is that does not describe reality. The world is not 
coming more closely into line with God’s desires.  Most people that held to this position lived 
before the World Wars when society was generally more optimistic. Those who are bringing 
the position back to life tend to want to bring God’s Kingdom through a resurgence of Old 
Testament law, which I reject as a non-biblical goal. 
 
PreMillennialism  
 
In its varied forms, those who hold to this view believe that Jesus will return before the 
Millennium. I think it makes the best sense of prophetic texts without ignoring any. 
 
The Millennium is an important opportunity for God to keep promises He has made—to the 
Jews, to the Church, to the nations, to creation itself, and to His Son. The Millennium will also 
reveal the fallenness of humanity, since even without Satan’s deception there will still be 
people who rebel against God. By the end, it will be clear that even a new society with a 
perfect King does not regenerate the wicked hearts of fallen mankind. They will not be able to 
blame the devil for their sin, so God will be shown to be fully just when He judges them. 
 
Another good way to refer to the Millennium is the “Messianic Kingdom,” because it’s the time 
that the Messiah will rule and reign. I gave you several passages to look up in your personal 
study that reveal how the Old Testament prophets saw this era. It’s important to note that 
the Messianic Kingdom is not merely a New Testament idea, although Revelation does reveal 
the length (one thousand years) and gives detail about how it will come to an end with 
Satan’s final destruction, leading into what we call Eternity.   
 
 
The Tribulation 
 
The Tribulation is the next concept that further divides the eschatological views. By 
“Tribulation,” we mean the last years before the return of Christ, which are characterized by a 
lot of unprecedented, troubling, frightening events.   
 
The division comes right off the bat, as there are godly scholars who believe there is no 
Tribulation yet to come. They would say the seventieth week of Daniel (which is a name 
scholars often use for the Tribulation, from Daniel chapter 9) followed right after the other 
sixty-nine weeks and that the Messiah was “cut off” when Christ died. They say Jesus is the 
one that made the temple “desolate” by abolishing the need for sacrifices. Others say the 
seventieth week ended with the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. Still others make the 
case that the time of tribulation referred to the excessive persecution of Christians in the Dark 
Ages.  There are historical factors to support these claims, and I remind you that we can be in 
full fellowship within the first two circles and still have different opinions in this area.  
 
We must acknowledge that there is no passage of Scripture that specifically says that there is 
a period of time by the name of “Tribulation” that is seven years long. The one most often 
used to support the idea is Daniel 9:24-27, which talks about those seventy weeks.  This 
prophecy is quite complex and is actually used to support many different positions.  Several of 
them contain elements that make some sense to me—so much so, that I won’t be surprised if 
we find it has more than one fulfillment. (See supplemental notes for support for a seven-year 
Tribulation). 
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There’s nothing in the Bible that says the beginning of the Tribulation will be announced. 
People have ideas about what event may kick off the counting (usually a treaty signed with 
Israel), but this is never solidly stated. Sometimes significant things happen, like the birth of a 
baby in Bethlehem, that the majority of people in the world aren’t aware of.  We should also 
note that the Bible uses the term “tribulation” in ways that are not necessarily talking about 
the last seven years. For these reasons, we should be careful not to make assumptions as we 
form our eschatalogical views about the Tribulation. 
 
For the sake of not having to continually define my terms, I will use the default word 
“Tribulation” in this discussion to mean the last seven years before Christ’s return, and I’ll use 
“Great Tribulation” for the last three and a half years (the second half of the seven years). 
These concepts are used to define further divisions in eschatological interpretation, so we can 
agree on what people usually mean by the terms even if we have come to different 
conclusions ourselves.   
 
Those who believe there is a Tribulation yet to come would agree that it will be characterized 
by some dramatic judgments from God to get the world’s (or particularly, Israel’s) attention. 
This would also be the time of the reign of a tyrannical one-world government in which 
people must pledge their loyalty to the antichrist or be killed. 
 
 
The Rapture 
 
The timing of the Rapture in relation to the Tribulation may be the most emotionally-charged 
eschatological difference between believers. Some say it’s obvious that the Church must be 
evacuated before the Tribulation because of this verse:  

 
For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.   
1 Thessalonians 5:9  

 
The problem is that there is no Scripture whatsoever that connects the entire Tribulation 
period to “God’s wrath” or that specifies which elements of Revelation take place within it.  
The Trumpet and Bowl judgments are quite clearly the wrath of God, but the first five Seals 
are all showing things that people are doing to each other.  This is why there are differences 
in the way Christians perceive the timing of the Rapture. I will clarify the four main 
premillennial views, with the understanding that this is a topic that unfortunately results in a 
lot of put-downs and criticism of fellow believers.  Not a single one of these views works 
perfectly without a need for uncertain interpretations of ambiguous passages, which is why 
there is legitmately still so much debate. While this topic can be stimulating to explore, it 
should never cause hostility or division. 
 
Here are the four main views that all hold to the idea that Jesus will return before the 
Millennium and reign on earth during its one thousand year duration. 
 

• Post-Tribulational Rapture 
• Mid-Tribulation Rapture 
• Pre-Wrath Rapture 
• Pre-Tribulational Rapture 
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Post-Tribulational Rapture  
 
The Post-Trib position predicts that the Messiah will return 
after the Tribulation in a single event, not first with a 
rapture of believers and later when He sets foot on earth. 
 
After this, the antichrist will be destroyed and Israel will 
believe. 
 
The Millennium follows, after which is the Final Judgment. 
 
Adherents generally do not believe there are two separate covenants, one for the Church and 
one for Israel. 
 
They interpret the Book of Revelation in a less futuristic way.  They find ways that it may 
have already been fulfilled, some of which are quite interesting and plausible. 
 
 
Mid-Tribulation Rapture 
 
The Mid-Trib position holds that the rapture takes 
place right in the middle of a 7-year Tribulation. This 
is based on texts that are interpreted as saying that 
the “Abomination of Desolation” has to happen before 
the rapture and that it can’t happen until after the 7th 
Trumpet of Revelation. (See the Supplemental Notes 
for more.) 
 
 
 
 
Pre-Wrath Rapture 
 
This position is a modification of Mid-Trib. Adherents 
hold that the rapture can’t happen until after the 
middle of the Tribulation and that it happens in 
conjunction with the 6th seal of Revelation.  
 
Within this view, there are any number of ways to 
line up the other events of Revelation on the 
timeline, and beliefs vary from the Rapture 
happening shortly after the midpoint of the 
Tribulation to about a year before the end.  
 
I don’t write this off entirely, but I think it makes one 
particular fatal interpretive error. You can see that in 
the Supplemental Notes. 
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Pre-Tribulational Rapture 
 
This is the predominant evangelical view of our time and 
has historically been The Chapel’s official stance, so this is 
probably the one you’re most familiar with. The idea here 
is that the Rapture happens at some point prior to the 
Tribulation. I’ll provide the supporting evidence as we get 
into Revelation.   
 
I have noticed that the Pre-Trib view has been greatly 
ridiculed in recent years by those who hold to the other 
views. Personally, I spent a year or two seriously 
considering the other positions and even became a bit of 
a “Rapture agnostic” for a while because of some of their 
valid observations. I noticed contradictions that prevented me from feeling settled with one 
position or another until I was able to reconcile the Pre-Trib Rapture with the 6th Seal. 
Although I am fairly confidently back in the Pre-Trib camp, there  are a few things I don’t like 
about how this view is sometimes presented. 
 
For one thing, as Christians we must not assume that God would never allow us to suffer. 
This is inconsistent with reality, and with the clear biblical teaching that Christians should 
expect suffering!  We will not escape the Tribulation just because God won’t let His people 
suffer or because we deserve to escape.  But I reject the claim that the Church must endure 
the Tribulation because we deserve judgment or need to be purged of our laziness. We either 
escape God’s wrath through the blood of Christ or through our own “deserving.” Salvation by 
grace applies to the physical as well as the spiritual. 
 
We won’t be able to spend time on the “Partial-Rapture” option, which is the idea that only 
the committed believers will be raptured and the rest will endure the Tribulation, but I will 
plainly state that I reject it. Whenever I hear teachers present this view, I find myself starting 
to compare myself to others to determine whether I am in the “better than them” or 
“committed enough” groups. The fruit of this view is not of God. I believe that if the Holy 
Spirit resides within a person, they will be raptured along with the rest of the Church. This 
does not give us a license to behave however we want just because we’ve clinched the Pre-
Trib Rapture, just like our salvation does not give us license to do what we want just because 
we’ve escaped Hell. True joy in life comes from participation in the purposes of our King. If 
anyone is trying to get by with the bare minimum of devotion or obedience, they should 
question whether they have actually had a conversion experience. Worrying over whether we 
or our fellow believers will “make the Rapture” is not Biblical or profitable.  
 
 
Above All, Love Each Other 
 
Each position has its temptations.  Those in the Post-Trib or Pre-Wrath camps like to say that 
if Pre-Tribbers were to see the Abomination of Desolation placed in the temple and we 
realized that God hadn’t rescued us before the Tribulation, we would ditch God because we 
believe He didn’t keep His promise. These groups seem to be the ones who are stirring up 
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fear about what is to come. They openly question the salvation of those who do not believe 
as they do about end-times, and they tend to be constantly putting down the Church. I don’t 
care for the elitist attitude that they are somehow more spiritual because they’re willing to 
endure the Tribulation and Pre-Tribbers are not.    
 
But Pre-Tribbers have to be careful about their attitudes, too.  As we watch events unfolding 
in front of us and it looks more and more like the Rapture really might happen at any 
moment, it’s easy to get in a mindset that “we’re outta here” so we don’t have to care about 
what’s going on. We can’t be sure that we’ll exit before it gets tough—and for any one of us 
in our personal lives, it could get tough whether it’s the Tribulation or not. For another thing, 
the escapist mentality is not going to help us grow into Christlikeness. We are to develop 
perseverance through suffering, not convince ourselves that it can’t happen to us. Our hearts 
must break for this world, just as Jesus’ did. We must be careful that our expectation of 
rescue does not turn into a cavalier attitude toward the judgment that is about to be faced by 
so many souls. 
 
How can one godly man devote most of his career to writing books and preaching sermons 
supporting a Pre-Trib rapture, while another equally godly scholar marvels over how God 
revealed the truth to him that we’ll be here for most of the Tribulation and He’ll take care of 
us?  Both views can’t be true!  Doesn’t God care about the truth?   
 
In addition to the purposeful obfuscation I mentioned that keeps the enemy in the dark about 
God’s exact plans, I believe God allows these different conclusions because He cares a whole 
lot more about how we treat our fellow believers when we have differences than He does 
about whether we are able to get the whole thing to line up accurately. Of course there is 
truth. Of course it’s going to happen a certain way, and it will not be all the other ways that 
were speculated upon. But it seems clear to me that God has not given the whole picture to 
any one person. There is a remarkable difference between those who debate respectfully and 
those who have something to prove even at great relational cost. It’s easy to love people we 
agree with. It’s an act of sacrifice to God to love those we don’t agree with.  I can imagine 
Him delighting so much in us when we do this that it’s worth it to Him to risk some wrong 
conclusions within the third circle.   
 
We should not feel threatened or discouraged by all the different opinions that are out there 
about end-times prophecy. They should not keep us from studying it, nor should they cause 
us to despair that we cannot come to satisfying conclusions. If we approach the topic with 
humility, this can be an exciting and effective gateway to a greater understanding of Scripture 
and of God’s character as a whole. 
 
Keys for Interpreting Prophecy 
 
Even though there are so many differences of opinion within the third circle of interpretation, 
it is not true that “anything goes” when it comes to interpreting prophecy. If we understand a 
few basics, we’ll eliminate some of the most common mistakes people make. We’ll take time 
for just a few major points today. 
 
Revelation and Daniel are Hubs 
 
Prophecy should not be studied in isolation, but should be compared to other Scriptures. In 
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my opinion, finding similar passages throughout the Bible is the most beneficial way to study 
prophecy because it becomes more about making connections than predictions. Like the hubs 
of wheels with spokes coming off it, we should view both Revelation and Daniel as central to 
prophecy in the sense that they interconnect with all the rest. 
 
If something is mentioned in Revelation, there is almost always an Old Testament 
corollary.  
 
John knew the Old Testament and directly referenced it over and over again. It’s my opinion 
that the book of Revelation gives the order for several of the prophecies that are scattered all 
over the Old Testament. Let’s look at some examples. 
 

• In Revelation 7:2-3, the faithful 144,000 are sealed on their foreheads as protection 
from the coming judgment. This compares to Ezekiel 9:4. 

 
Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living 
God, and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm 
earth and sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed 
the servants of our God on their foreheads.”  Revelation 7:2-3 
 
And the Lord said to him, “Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the 
foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in 
it.”  Ezekiel 9:4 

 
• Revelation 4:2-6 describes the throne of God as having a rainbow. Ezekiel 1:28 pictures 

it the same way. 
 

At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the 
throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the 
throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. Revelation 4:2-3 
 
Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness all around.  Such was the appearance of the likeness of the 
glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.  
Ezekiel 1:28 
 

• The sword or rod from Jesus’ mouth is a common reference to Messiah, going back to 
Isaiah:  

 
From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule 
them with a rod of iron.  Revelation 19:15 
 
…but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
he shall kill the wicked.  Isaiah 11:4 

 
We will look at many more Old Testament references when we explore the book of Revelation 
in the coming lessons.  
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Daniel contains information that is foundational to the understanding of prophecy.  
 
Of all the books of the Bible, Daniel provides the most comprehensive, chronological view of 
the broad movement of history. It is only from this point in history that we can see the 
identities of the various beasts and horns and many of the other symbolic images that 
represent realities.   
 
Prophecy in the Bible concerns three different groups:  Israel, the nations, and the Church.  
Daniel is the only one that reveals the details of both Israel and the nations in a way that 
interrelates them. The Church could not yet be seen. 
 
An important skill we learn from studying Daniel is how to interpret symbolic language. For 
example, Daniel receives a vision of beasts, and then it explains that these beasts are 
kingdoms. So when we see talk of “beasts” elsewhere in prophecy, we ought to be thinking in 
terms of kingdoms.  (In fact, any time the New Testament quotes the Old or has significant 
parallels, we should always look at the Old to get the context.) 
 
 
Psalms Is a Prophetic Book 
 
We talk about the Major Prophets, Minor Prophets, and Revelation, but let’s also recognize 
that Psalms contains a great deal of prophecy. After Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared 
to His disciples and said: 
 

These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written 
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.  Luke 
24:44 

 
David indicated in his last words that God spoke through him, which by definition qualifies him 
to be considered one of the Old Testament prophets.  
 

The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on my tongue. 2 Samuel 23:2 
 
A substantial number of David’s psalms are clearly prophetic, even some of those that on the 
surface are describing his own feelings of despair and abandonment during the low periods of 
his life.  
 
The clearest example is Psalm 22, which specifically details Christ’s crucifixion.4   
 
Passages That Show Both of Christ’s Comings  
 
Some prophetic passages contain information about both of Christ’s comings, without an 
indication of any time passing between them.  
 
Luke tells of a time that Jesus read from the book of Isaiah in the synagogue in Nazareth: 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
 

4 Other prophetic Psalms related to Jesus are 2, 8, 16, 40, 41, 45, 68, 69, 72, 89, 91, 102, 110, and 118. All are 
quoted in the New Testament and all except 72 and 89 are clearly applied to Jesus. 
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the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”   
 
And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:18-21 

 
Jesus actually did not finish the sentence that he was reading from Isaiah. The section that 
He claimed was fulfilled included the details that He was anointed and sent and that this was 
the year of the Lord's favor. 
 
In Isaiah 61, Jesus’ chosen reading is immediately followed by the phrase “and the day of 
vengeance of our God,” and then a description of Israel’s final restoration. 
 
Jesus specifically said that he was fulfilling the first part right then, but the place at which he 
stopped indicated that the “vengeance” part was not being fulfilled yet. There is a time gap of 
at least two thousand years in between, yet the one follows immediately after the other in 
Isaiah. 
 
As another example, Isaiah 9 shows us both Christ’s birth and his eventual reign on the 
throne of David. These are events that are separated by at least two thousand years, yet 
even the sentences are intermingled.  
   

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne 
of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.  Isaiah 9:6-7 

 
The child was born and has established His Kingdom, yet He has not yet taken the throne of 
David. One could not have deduced in Old Testament times from reading this passage that 
there would be so much time between the elements mentioned. 
 
One more example: On the day of Pentecost, Peter explained the coming of the Holy Spirit by 
quoting the prophet Joel.  
  

But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: “And in the last days it shall be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and 
they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the 
moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. And it 
shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 
2:17-21   

 
The first part was fulfilled when the Holy Spirit came, and Peter is making the point that the 
Joel passage is speaking of the very thing that they have all just witnessed. The second part 
flows right out of it in the book of Joel, and Peter even quotes the whole thing, but the end 
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clearly has not happened yet.  It will happen at the conclusion of this age.  Both the 
beginning and the end are described as if they were the same—which they are in a sense 
because they’re talking about the same age. It’s showing the bookends of the Church Age, 
which the prophets saw as one unit. It was not revealed to them that it would be spread out 
over time. We should keep this in mind as we interpret prophecy. 
 
Prophecies Can Have More Than One Fulfillment  
 
It clears up a lot of disagreements to notice that some prophecies are fulfilled more than once 
throughout history. It’s as though things happen in stages, or the events telescope out into 
further levels of completion. This doesn’t necessarily make interpretation easier because we’ll 
have new disagreements about whether something has more than one fulfillment, but not 
everything has to be either/or when it comes to prophecy! 
 
Many of the predictions that Jesus gave in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24 were fulfilled in 
70 A.D.  Look at the comparison between Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts of the same speech. 
In Luke, Jesus defined what the abomination of desolation was: 
 

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing 
in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.  Matthew 24:15-16   
 
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come 
near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside 
the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it, for these are days of 
vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. Luke 21:20-22 

   
In the A.D. 70 situation, the “abomination of desolation” was equated to Jerusalem being 
surrounded by armies. Not only that, but Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the temple even 
earlier in 168 B.C. in a way that matches what many prophecy scholars believe is yet to come.  
So this has already happened, yet many believe it will happen in the future in a fuller sense. 
  
Several Psalms have their direct and partial fulfillment in David, but their ultimate fulfillment in 
Christ.  
  
There are many other examples of multiple or expanding fulfillments. Those who hold to a 
“preterist” interpretation of prophecy will consistently conclude that the events of Revelation 
in particular have already taken place, and they will produce detailed historical accounts that 
match the prophecies. This should not be alarming or bewildering to us. We can observe the 
parts that have obviously not been fulfilled yet and see how God was using the events of 
history to provide further illustration and understanding. One day He will bring all things to 
their final fulfillment and we will see clearly that He did exactly what He told the various 
prophets that He was going to do. For now, He has just mixed it up enough to create a 
fascinating treasure hunt that serves to make us curious about Scripture and eager for His 
return! 
 


