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Roman Catholicism 
 

III. ETERNITY 
 
A person can die in one of four states at which point the "Particular Judgment" takes place [1005, 

1013, 1022, 1051] (This assumes Limbo as a possible final state, see [1261].) 
 
1:  In a state of Grace [1010, 1052]  Heaven 
 Merited Rewards [2010-11, 2016] 
 Increased Glory in Heaven [1037-41, 1053] 
 
2:  In a state of Grace but with incomplete purification [1022, 1030-32, 1472, 1682]  Purgatory 
 “The truth has been divinely revealed that sins are followed by punishments.  God’s 

holiness and justice inflict them.  Sins must be expiated.  This may be done on this 
earth through the sorrows, miseries and trials of this life and, above all, through 
death.  Otherwise the expiation must be made in the next life through fire and 
torments or purifying.” 

 Second Vatican Council 
 
3:  In a state of mortal sin or original sin [1022, 1033-37, 1056-57]  Hell 
 
4:  As an infant in an unbaptized state  Limbo {No formal descriptive statement in the 

Catechism, but widely held as a common teaching, see [1261]}. 
 “Limbo (the word means ‘border’ or ‘hem’) is a place or state of natural happiness 

for people such as infants who die without baptism and without having sinned.  The 
Church has never made an official pronouncement about limbo, but has taught that 
baptism in some form is necessary for salvation.  Limbo then is a theological belief.  
It does point to the importance of prompt baptism of the newly born.” 

 The Most Reverend John F. Whealon, Archbishop of Hartford, Connecticut 
 
 
Mortal Sin  vs.  Venial Sin [1852-1864] 
Common proof text:   1John 5:16,17;  Mat 12:31,32 
 
Mortal Sin  {Three conditions must be met [1857]} 
   1:  It must be a serious/grave offense which God has forbidden 
   2:  The person must have sufficient understanding of what he or she is doing (full knowledge) 
   3:  The person must have sufficient freedom of the will (full consent) 
 
Venial Sin [1863] 
   Sins that are not Mortal 
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Roman Catholicism 
 

 
Purgatory  [954, 958, 1030-32, 1054, 1474] 
 
   A place of purging [954, 958, 1030-32] 
  A place where ultimate salvation is assured [1030] 
  Before the person can enter heaven, the person needs to undergo a ‘purifying fire’ that is 

necessitated by acts of sin on earth.  This purifying satisfies a ‘temporal punishment’ that 
results from sin, even when the ‘eternal punishment’ has been removed [1022, 1031, 1682] 

 
Proof texts:   Mat 3:11; Mat 12:32; 1Cor 3:15; 2Mac 12:40-45 
 
Roman Catholic theologians differ concerning the nature of suffering in Purgatory: 
  Thomas Aquinas: souls suffer intense and excruciating physical pain from fire 
  Other view (Joseph Pohle): the pain and suffering primarily arises from the soul’s separation 

from God 
 
 
Indulgences [1471-79, 1498] 
 
  A good work which cancels out ‘temporal punishment’ resulting from venial sins and 

confessed mortal sins [1032, 1471] 
  Indulgences draw on merits stored up in the inexhaustible reservoir called the "Treasury of the 

Church" [1476-77] 
 
 … The ‘treasury of the Church’ is the infinite value, which can never be exhausted, 

which Christ’s merits have before God.  They were offered so that the whole of mankind 
could be set free from sin and attain communion with the Father.  In Christ, the 
Redeemer himself, the satisfactions and merits of his Redemption exist and find their 
efficacy. [1476] 

 
 This treasury includes as well the prayers and good works of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

They are truly immense, unfathomable and even pristine in their value before God.  In 
the treasury, too, are the prayers and good works of all the saints, all those who have 
followed in the footsteps of Christ the Lord and by his grace have made their lives holy 
and carried out the mission the Father entrusted to them.  In this way they attained their 
own salvation and at the same time cooperated in saving their brothers in the unity of 
the Mystical Body.” [1477] 

 Indulgentiarum Doctrina, 5 (Pope Paul VI, 1967) 
 
Having acquired an indulgence, one is free to decide how to use it [1471, 1479]: 
 Apply it to his/her own temporal punishment 
 Apply it to the account of a deceased loved one in Purgatory 
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Evangelical Protestantism 
 

III. ETERNITY 
 
A person can die in one of two states at which point a judgement will take place.  Heb 9:27 
 
1:  In a state of imputed righteousness – having the righteousness of Christ  Heaven 
 a. The believer is declared righteous by God’s grace through personal faith in the finished 

atoning work of Christ.  A state of having been justified by God. 
   Rom 3:22  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe.  There is no difference,  
   Rom 4:5  However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 

wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 
 
 b. Heaven is guaranteed to the believer by virtue of the fact that he/she is reborn in Christ and 

sealed with the Holy Spirit. 
   Tit 3:5  … he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 

mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
   2Cor 1:22  [He] set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 

deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
   Eph 1:13,14  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption 
of those who are God’s possession — to the praise of his glory. 

 
 c. The believer is immediately received in heaven (the presence of Christ) upon death. 
   2Cor 5:6-8   Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home 

in the body we are away from the Lord. … We are confident, I say, and would prefer to 
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 

   Php 1:23b  I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far. 
 
2:  In a state without Christ’s righteousness, still bearing his/her own sin  Hell 
 a. Still bearing the wrath of a Holy God. 
   John 3:18  “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and 
only Son.” 

   John 8:21,24  ‘Once more Jesus said to them,  “I am going away, and you will look for 
me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.” … I told you that you 
would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am [the one I claim to be], you will 
indeed die in your sins.”’ 

 
 b. Condemned to Hell forever  
   Rev 20:15, 10b  If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire. … They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.  



 
M. Castelli, 01/2021 

 

14 

Evangelical Protestantism 
 

 
Some Related Issues 
 
   Having been given Life in Christ (salvation), there is no payment for sin that remains.  Christ’s 

sacrifice of atonement COMPLETELY satisfies the Father.   
 

  “It is finished.” 
 John 19:30 

 
   Christ died once for all. 
   Heb 7:25, 27b, 10:10, 14 
   Heb 10:14  …because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being 

made holy. 
  Rom 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
 

There is no Purgatory and there is no need for Purgatory. 
 

Such must be our conscious state if we are to effectively serve the Living God! 
( Heb 9:14) 

 
 
   Believers will also be judged by Christ for the deeds done while in the body.  This is not a 

judgement unto salvation, but a testing of the works of the Christian.   
 
   2Cor 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.  
   1Cor 3:12-15  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, 

wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it 
to light.  It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s 
work.  If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will 
suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  

 
 


