
#39: GO, (ROMANS 15:14-21)
I said you wanna be startin' somethin'
You got to be startin' somethin'
I said you wanna be startin' somethin'
You got to be startin' somethin' ~Michael Jackson

Apple Computers, Inc. was founded on April 1, 1976, by college dropouts Steve Jobs
and Steve Wozniak, who brought to the new company a vision of changing the way
people viewed computers. Jobs and Wozniak wanted to make computers small enough
for people to have them in their homes or offices. Simply put, they wanted a computer
that was user-friendly.

Jobs and Wozniak started out building the Apple I in Jobs' garage and sold them without
a monitor, keyboard, or casing (which they decided to add on in 1977). The Apple II
revolutionized the computer industry with the introduction of the first-ever color graphics.
Sales jumped from $7.8 million in 1978 to $117 million in 1980, the year Apple went
public.1 Obviously the rest is history, as I write this deep dive study guide on an Apple
laptop, while checking texts on my Apple iPhone. Later tonight I’ll watch a TV show on
my Apple TV, while my ten year old daughter potentially makes home made creative
movies on her iPad.

1 https://guides.loc.gov/this-month-in-business-history/april/apple-computers-founded

https://guides.loc.gov/this-month-in-business-history/april/apple-computers-founded


Jobs and Wozniak had to be startin somethin!

The “Father of Hip-Hop”, DJ Kool Herc, earned his name for developing a technique
that would redefine DJing and set the foundation for turntablists and hip-hop for years to
come. Using two turntables and two of the same records, he focused on the
in-betweens of the music — the parts that made them fascinating to him. Instead of
investing his energy on the chorus, the bridge or other elements of a song, he found a
way to extend the song’s break. Pulling together two turntables and two of the same
records, he would switch between each, repeatedly playing the song’s break — the part
of the song that equates to a climax.2 Now, Hip Hop music, which was born from this
breakbeat, and spawned all over the Bronx, NY and greater New York, and is now
internationally the most popular form of music in the world!

DJ Kool Herc had to be startin somethin!

When Saul got knocked off his horse in a vision of the risen Christ on his way to kill
some Christians, (Acts 9:1-9) the Lord dropped a hard call on Saul, who had been given
a new name, “Paul” (Acts 9:15-16). Paul was to travel all over the Mediterranean,
proclaiming the message of Jesus’s salvation to the Gentiles. He was to suffer for
Jesus. He was to go and plant Churches where nobody believed in Jesus, amongst
people he once would have considered totally unclean and unholy. He, pre-Jesus, didn’t
even consider it safe to spend time physically near them for fear of becoming unclean.

But, he had to be startin somethin!

In Romans 15:14-21, Paul changed topics. After clarifying the nature of his teaching
earlier in the letter (vv. 14–15), Paul explained his mission strategy (vv. 16–21).3 He
started in this section by clarifying his teaching and empowering his fellow disciples of
Jesus;
14 My brothers and sisters, I myself am convinced about you that you also are full of
goodness, filled with all knowledge, and able to instruct one another. (Romans 15:14)

As Tony Evans comments;

The Greek word Paul uses when he tells us to instruct one another means “to
admonish” or “to counsel.” Every mature believer in Jesus has a responsibility to be a
counselor to his or her brother and sister. To do this, we need two things. First, we must
be full of the Lord’s goodness. If we aren’t seeking to please the Lord, we shouldn’t try
leading other folks to please him. We can only lead someone where we’re traveling
ourselves. Second, we must be filled with all knowledge. This refers to the knowledge of

3 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:14–33). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

2 https://www.vinylmeplease.com/blogs/magazine/turntables-mic-history-djing-turntablism
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God that comes from the Scriptures. Biblical counseling comes from the overflow of the
Word of God in us—not from our own opinions.4

Mature disciples of Jesus that are filled with the goodness and knowledge of the Lord
must instruct one another! It’s not the job of a pastor to disciple people. It’s the job of
disciples of Jesus to disciple people. Why not fill up on the Word of God to overflowing?
Why not ask for the goodness of God to fill us to overflowing? Then, He will use us to
pour Himself out into the lives of others.

God knows we need more disciples in the Church. We certainly don’t need more
consumers of Christian content, sermons, Church services, worship sets, events and
kids ministries. What we have in the Church in our culture is a massive discipleship
deficit that can only be cured by more disciples. If Chris Walken’s cure for a fever was
more cowbell on SNL’s classic skit featuring Blue Oyster Cult’s “Don’t Fear the Reaper”
and Will Ferrell dressed in a much too tight shirt flinging himself all over the place in
cowbell inspired ecstasy and madness, then Jesus’s cure for spiritual apathy, spiritual
abuse, and spiritual hypocrisy is spiritual awakening! And genuine, true, flawed, but
growing disciples of Jesus are the root and result of any real spiritual awakening.

Paul continues and makes something clear;
15 Nevertheless, I have written to remind you more boldly on some points because of the
grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a
priest of the gospel of God. God’s purpose is that the Gentiles may be an acceptable
offering, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:15-16)

Paul did not have a low opinion of the Roman Jesus followers; on the contrary he
considered some or many of them to be spiritually informed and spiritually mature. Why
then did he write on such basic themes? Paul explained, I have written (past tense, “I
wrote”) to remind you more boldly on some points (lit., “in some measure”).5 When
Paul referred to on “some points”, he may have been referring to the elements of the
gospel addressed earlier in the letter: righteousness by faith (ch. 4), the empowerment
of the Spirit (ch. 8), and the new people of God (chs. 9–11), and more.6

The thing that is really so beautiful about the Word of God and the life of discipleship is
that being reminded again and again of the basics is what keeps us growing! We’re in a
culture where the pursuit of novelty drives us. We’re always looking for new information,
entertainment, and experiences. But with God and the wisdom of God, it’s the simplicity

6 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:15). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

5 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 496). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

4 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.
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and constant return to simplicity that keeps us tethered to His peace, love, forgiveness,
righteousness and holiness.

25b Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things (of the Kingdom of God) from the wise and intelligent and revealed
them to infants. 26 Yes, Father, because this was your good pleasure. (Matt. 11:25b-26)

Friends, there is beauty in simplicity. We’re far too addicted to complexity and confusion.
I certainly am. I love intellectual rigor, nuance, and difficult, tense subjects. The Word of
God and beautiful truth of the gospel of Jesus is revealed to the simple. The ones with
humble, open hearts and minds!

Paul had been called to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a priest
of the gospel of God. Paul related his apostolic duties to those of the OT priests. He
considered believers’ obedience to be a type of offering to God (12:1).7 What a wild,
wonderful, apostolic, evangelistic calling Paul had! He had been called to the people on
the fringe- those who didn’t know the God of Israel. He had been called to be a priest of
the Messiah who had come to redeem all people and dispense a message of
forgiveness and freedom to them! He was to go to the margins, to the wild mission fields
of the world in rural and urban settings to bring this message. That’s exactly what the
book of Acts records that he did!

Do you see yourself as a priest of God in your family? Your workplace? Your
neighborhood? Your city? Your county? Your state? Your country? The world? Paul
knew that the Lord had bestowed a beautiful responsibility on him. You too, as a
follower and disciple of Jesus, have that beautiful call to be His ambassador everywhere
you go!

God’s purpose was that the Gentiles may be an acceptable offering, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. Paul was not only called to scatter seeds of the gospel wherever he went,
he was called to honor Christ’s great commission in Matt. 28:18-20 and disciple people
who had accepted Christ as their Savior and Lord.

I have an evangelistic wiring. I love meeting new people and building networks of
friends and acquaintances. I love sharing the gospel in every way I can, even with
strangers when the opportunity presents itself. I love being someone’s first “Christian
friend”, especially when they’ve got animosity towards Christians and even Christ
Himself.

7 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:16). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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But I, for many years, struggled with the idea that everyone I was in proximity with
should become an “acceptable offering, sanctified by the Holy Spirit”. I thought that,
because of my personality and wiring, Jesus had given me the call, like Simon and
Andrew, to “fish for people”, and that my job was to metaphorically go out into a boat in
the sea, cast the lines out, and “catch” as many people as I could, and then bring the
catch in so that others could carry out the rest of the job. I thought, “I’ll leave it to those
pastoral, patient types in the Body of Christ to shepherd, love and disciple people to
maturity and just keep getting out there and evangelizing!”

But I noticed that some people who I had an impact on for Christ would continue to
reach out to me or desire more of a relationship with me. Some would even fall away or
not connect with anyone in the Body. I wanted them to and tried to help it happen, but
sometimes it just wouldn’t.

One time someone told me, in regard to the metaphor of being a “fisher of people”, that
“if you catch em, you gotta gut em, fillet em, freeze em, defrost em, bread em, and fry
em!” That stuck with me. And to this day when I play a pivotal role in helping someone
know Christ I make it a priority to be available to them to help them grow in faith in any
way I can. I’ve certainly got limits but if we stay intentionally relationally engaged with
key people we will certainly see beautiful fruits result, and of course, may we continue to
be the kind of community that acts as a discipling village, surrounding all who come to
be a part with the support and help that they need!

Paul didn’t want to randomly give a bunch of Gentiles “get out of hell free” cards. He
wanted them to be fully formed disciples of Jesus Christ. We as followers of Christ
should desire the same for everyone who is in our relational circles!

We as a community are intentionally implementing discipleship tools and training from
https://www.3dmovements.com/ to help us in Christ’s quest to fulfill His great
commission and invite everyone into a lifelong relationship with Jesus! Their tools are
helpful in this! Learn more about how we do spiritual formation at
https://kenmore.thechapel.life/formation/.

Paul goes on:
17 Therefore I have reason to boast in Christ Jesus regarding what pertains to God. 18

For I would not dare say anything except what Christ has accomplished through me by
word and deed for the obedience of the Gentiles, 19 by the power of miraculous signs
and wonders, and by the power of God’s Spirit. As a result, I have fully proclaimed the
gospel of Christ from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum. (Romans 15:17-19)

https://www.3dmovements.com/
https://kenmore.thechapel.life/formation/


Paul acknowledged Christ’s power in his ministry. Paul recognized that he could not
boast or take credit for what he had done or accomplished.8 The pressure of Western
Church growth models may push pastoral leaders into peeing contests where they try to
outdo one another in attendance, size, money, facilities, staff, depth, “better doctrine”,
influence, missions, and the like. Paul simply boasted in Jesus, and we ought to do the
same. Paul simply sought to be fully faithful to Jesus whatever the outcome, and we
ought to do the same.

Granted, Paul had seen wild, amazing fruit amongst his crazy adventures of
incarnational mission into the Gentile world! Christ had spoken and worked through
Paul in word and deed, by preaching, teaching, instructing, reasoning, doing good
works, and serving others. Christ had moved through Paul, doing miraculous signs and
wonders by the power of the Holy Spirit! Look at some of these examples in the book of
Acts!

9 But Saul—also called Paul—filled with the Holy Spirit, stared straight at Elymas 10 and
said, “You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery, you son of the devil and enemy of all
that is right. Won’t you ever stop perverting the straight paths of the Lord? 11 Now, look,
the Lord’s hand is against you. You are going to be blind, and will not see the sun for a
time.” Immediately a mist and darkness fell on him, and he went around seeking
someone to lead him by the hand. 12 Then, when he saw what happened, the proconsul
believed, because he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord. (Ac 13:9–12)

25 About midnight Paul and Silas were (in prison,) praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent
earthquake that the foundations of the jail were shaken, and immediately all the doors
were opened, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw
the doors of the prison standing open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself,
since he thought the prisoners had escaped.

28 But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because we’re all here!”
29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.

30 He escorted them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
31 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your

household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him along with everyone in his
house. 33 He took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds. Right
away he and all his family were baptized. 34 He brought them into his house, set a meal

8 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:17). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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before them, and rejoiced because he had come to believe in God with his entire
household. (Ac 16:25–34)

3 As Paul gathered a bundle of brushwood and put it on the fire, a viper came out
because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the local people saw the
snake hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “This man, no doubt, is a
murderer. Even though he has escaped the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5

But he shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They expected that he
would begin to swell up or suddenly drop dead. After they waited a long time and saw
nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god. (Ac
28:3–6)

Paul had to be startin somethin. He was boldly going where no one had gone before
and allowing Christ to infiltrate the kingdom of darkness in uncharted territories for the
gospel, and God was miraculously moving amongst people that had no idea who He
was, to prove who He was. Paul was constantly putting himself in harm’s way and
danger to see the gospel go forward and bear fruit, and God had his back all the way,
moving in divine, supernatural power to draw people to Himself. He did it then and is still
doing it today amongst the mission fields of North America, South America, Africa,
Australia, Europe, and Asia. He doesn’t need to move in miraculous power amongst the
frozen chosen who take His gospel for granted in safe, saccharine, insulated silos. But
He will certainly move to put Himself on display to the lost, broken, evil, and hurting who
need to see who He truly is!

I had a good friend who was strung out on hard drugs and hearing voices telling him to
cut himself and kill himself. I asked him again and again if he wanted me to pray for
those voices to go away, because I was convinced, through prayer and careful
investigation through asking him questions, that they were demonic voices trying to
destroy him and God wanted to rescue his life through Christ’s forgiveness on the cross.

I’m not saying that people don’t have mental illnesses that cause them to experience
the same things. I’m not saying that medication isn’t helpful for people in certain
situations and with certain dispositions where their brain is dysfunctional or was
dispositionally malfunctioning from birth and needs it. But I knew in this situation that the
attack on my friend was demonic. I’ve been given that kind of discernment as a gift from
the Holy Spirit; it's not to be taken lightly. I’ve experienced lots of demonic things from
the terrible choices I made in regard to addiction when I was younger, so as Christ was
healing me and casting demons away from me, I also developed a sensitivity to His
authority over demons and at times he uses me for that. Again, I’m not recommending
that everybody get out there and try to slay some demons for Jesus! Who in the world



would want to do that anyways? It’s a burden I must bear and I want to be faithful in
what He’s called me to do.

But my friend finally agreed to have me pray that Jesus would drive the demons out of
him. After our time of calling upon Christ’s authority and power was done, my friend
attested to feeling like thousands of pounds of weight had been removed from inside of
him. The next day, I asked him if he was still hearing the voices, and to my shock, he
said no. I asked him if he was putting me on or telling me what I wanted to hear and he
said no. About a month later he fully gave his life to Christ, and now he’s been sober for
4 & ½ years. Praise God.

I’m telling you- supernatural miracles still happen. We just have to be willing to step,
with the authority of Christ, into areas where satan is ruling people's lives to see God
move powerfully. God wants to show Himself to those who are open and willing and
tormented by the enemy. Will we be like Paul and step over the line into the dangers of
an evil world to see God move? Not everyone needs to perform exorcisms, but there
are so many ways to thwart the enemy. We can serve, teach, love, help, and dwell with
people. We can do quality work and win people by example and influence. We can offer
an ear. We can tell someone our story of salvation in Christ. We can share the gospel
with someone who needs it. There are so so so many ways for Christ to bring His light
through us into dark places!

Paul had moved all over the place, led by the Spirit, “fully proclaiming the gospel of
Christ from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum”. Literally, this read, “from
Jerusalem and in a circle (i.e., Jerusalem and its environs) even to Illyricum.”9 Illyricum
was the region northwest of Greece on the Adriatic Sea. Paul probably intended for this
phrase to encompass the boundaries of his ministry.10 Paul’s visit to Illyricum was not
mentioned elsewhere in the New Testament. The area, also known as Dalmatia,
corresponds approximately to modern-day Yugoslavia.11 Paul was an adventurous,
single, celibate entrepreneurial warrior for Jesus who was willing to nomadically, yet
intentionally travel the world and bring His light and life to many people, cultures and
places!

Paul concluded this section powerfully;

11 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 497). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

10 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:19). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

9 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 497). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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20 My aim is to preach the gospel where Christ has not been named, so that I will not
build on someone else’s foundation, 21 but, as it is written,

Those who were not told about him will see,
and those who have not heard will understand (Ro 15:20-21)

Paul purposed to be a true pioneer evangelist, opening virgin territory to the good news
of God’s grace in Jesus Christ.12 He had a regular missionary practice of preaching the
gospel and planting churches only in places where other missionaries had not
previously worked. Paul apparently regarded his ministry strategy as a fulfillment of Isa
52:15, which he cited in Rom 15:21.13

15 so he will sprinkle many nations.,

Kings will shut their mouths because of him,
for they will see what had not been told them,
and they will understand what they had not heard. (Is 52:15)

Paul explained this Holy Spirit born itch that he had in further detail in 1 Cor. 3:10-15;

10 According to God’s grace that was given to me, I have laid a foundation as a skilled
master builder, and another builds on it. But each one is to be careful how he builds on
it. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than what has been laid down. That
foundation is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, costly
stones, wood, hay, or straw, 13 each one’s work will become obvious. For the day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire; the fire will test the quality of each one’s
work.(1 Co 3:10–13)

Where people saw uninhabitable land, Paul saw a future neighborhood and town.
Where everyone else saw concrete with no soil underneath it, Paul saw a garden! He
had the apostolic call to see the Kingdom birthed where it hadn’t been birthed yet! He
was a visionary and a futuristic leader

Missionaries have followed this call since then.

We are surrounded by mission fields any and everywhere we go. They can be rural,
suburban or urban. They can contain any culture. Wherever people are that don’t follow
and know Jesus, a mission field genuinely exists.

13 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:20). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

12 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 497). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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This is part of the reason why I want to be a pastor in the Church community and area
of the city that I’m in. Ro 15:20-21 is such an inspiration for us in our context. Our
people wanted to see a Church birthed in the Kenmore neighborhood of Akron, Ohio
made of;

● strong disciples doing mission work,
● new followers of Jesus that are just learning and have a passion for the part of

the city we’re in, and
● people in the neighborhood and area of the city that don’t know Jesus yet.

We didn’t want to try and outdo other Akron, Ohio Churches in the way we do worship,
preaching, and kids ministry and see if we could sucker attenders of other Churches
into our midst by giving them a better consumer customer experience. We view the
disciples of Jesus in our midst as laborers in the mission field utilizing their giftings and
resources to bring Kingdom revitalization and gospel renewal.

And no offense to my suburban and rural brothers and sisters because Churches and
gospel ministry in those contexts is necessary. But it’s a fact that it would have been
easy for us to just decide to plant in a safer area, with more wealth, more functional
families, and more existing Christians, and just see how we could compete with other
Churches in the area to win people. No. We wanted to see God move in a fresh way
amongst people that had never called on His Name.

And many others had done this before us in the Kenmore neighborhood of Akron, Ohio!
Noelle and Tim Beck started an urban youth center in 2000 called “First Glance” to
reach out to kids for the sake of Christ and His Kingdom. It wasn’t a Church, it was an
outreach, but their hope was to meet kids right where they were at, build relationships,
invite other followers of Jesus to build relationships, and ultimately to plug kids into the
various Churches in the neighborhood and beyond. The Church on the Boulevard
moved out of the suburbs of Green, Ohio, changed their Church name, started a food
pantry, and became a powerful neighborhood Church that has been doing amazing
work for many years. Goss Memorial Church was planted almost 100 years ago and
has been a neighborhood Church ever since. We’re part of all these works of the gospel
in what we do, and want to contribute to the work of God that has already been done,
and further the Kingdom for Christ’s sake through redemptive partnerships and
missionary work on the ground!

But big point- Christ’s salvation isn’t just for goodie goodies like Ned Flanders and his
evangelical crew! ;) Christ’s Kingdom is something that can, with much risk and labor
involved, take root in areas that no one ever thought possible! People can accept and



follow Christ that we never thought would do so! Christ wants to infiltrate the kingdom of
darkness and set up His Kingdom of righteousness, justice, love, forgiveness and mercy
where it once seemed impossible! Who will go and follow Him where He leads into
these places? May we heed the call of the prophet Isaiah in this;

I heard the voice of the Lord asking: Who will I send? Who will go for us? I said: Here I
am. Send me. (Isa. 6:8)


