
 1 

Gender: God's Beautiful Design and Modern Confusion  
Week 6 April 21, 2021 

How do we love people and navigate concepts?  Understanding our cultural moment to be 
effective salt and light on the mission of God.  

  
Opening devotion: Matthew 5:13-16 
  
Questions  
  
Video from The Center for Faith, Sexuality and Gender Dear Church: I'm Gay 
		
People and concepts… 
So many variables and sets of circumstances. (Kevin DeYoung) 

Someone… 
• walking the road of humble obedience, seeking Godliness in the midst of homosexual 

attraction or gender dysphoria  
• mistreated by the church 
• who seems ready to compromise the faith for society’s approval 
• who's embraced lies about Scripture's teaching on sexuality and still claims Christ  
• who personally embraces an LGBT+ identity 
• acting as an aggressive activist  
• belligerent Christians with no love or grace for those in sexual or gender based sin 
• in your family…a child, sibling, parent  
• stirring up trouble on social media 

  
Understanding our culture 

Transgender ideology is often presented as a basic fact of personal autonomy, acceptance, authenticity and 
equality.  Therefore anyone opposed to such things is obviously "on the wrong side of history."  

  
A. autonomy  

-"right" to self-determination, I am God 
  

B. acceptance (Tolerance)…we’re judgmental for saying it’s wrong  
-Tolerance is not enough.  One must be "gender affirming."  
-judging vs being judgmental  

Hypocrisy…assuming motive or intent 
"who are you to to tell me…!?" 

Matt. 7:1-4, 5  “Do not judge, or you too will be judged.  For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  “Why do you look at the speck of 
sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?  How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? //// You 
hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 
your brother’s eye. 

 
James 5:20 …remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and 
cover over a multitude of sins. 

  
 

C. authenticity  
-"You do you."  -being true to yourself  
Matt 16:24-25  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.  
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D. equality therefore rights, discrimination, injustice, oppression  
  

Ryan T. Anderson 
"We can distinguish or discriminate based on X when we take X as a reason for treating someone differently. Of 
course, there might be some traits on which we both distinguish and discriminate, and disentangling the two can 
take work: A school distinguishes based on sex when it creates male and female bathrooms; it discriminates 
based on sex when it allows men to study economics while forcing women to stick to home economics. But 
doctors neither distinguish nor discriminate based on sex when they decline to perform abortions, as the sex of 
the pregnant person plays no role in their reasoning."  
  
See this article to understand more about discrimination and public policy.  
https://www.nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/shields-not-swords 

  
 
Foundational and widely applicable principles 
		
A) Take seriously concepts of blinded, deceived, lost…compassion 

NOT just rebellious, prideful, negligent 
-grace and truth 

-What if God responded to you the way you respond to those still lost in sin?  
  
 
B) love   

Mark 12:29-31a  “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
  
-Commitment to act in highest good…defined by God  

Jesus said if we love him we obey him 
John 14:23-24 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them.  Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching.  These 
words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 

  
-Love our neighbors…shaped by God 

Listen!  
Jesus weeping over Jerusalem 

Be wary of engaging anyone on this directly or even discussing this abstractly without love 
No love=repent, ask God for it and then ACT in love  

1 Cor 13:1  If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  

 
 

C) know what God says and why  
  
 

D) prepare to suffer   
-the ship has set sail…cultural change is only accelerating  
  
-The lie: God wants whatever makes me happy.   

-therefore pursue unfiltered desires (status, money, excitement)  
-we all possess sinful desires of which we must repent 

-therefore avoid and flee pain at all costs 
-medical treatment, conflict in relationships, stifle our consciences 
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little staying power in marriages, tough jobs… 
no category for Godly suffering! 

 
Matt 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me.  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 

  
1 Pet 3:14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be 
frightened.” 

  
Phil 1:29-30 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since 
you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

  
2 Corinthians 4:17-18  For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

  
E) reject your fear, remember His promises  

…of man because God is with you 
Phil. 4:4-7  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  
…Of the unknown because God will give you wisdom   

James 1:5-8  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you.  But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.  
Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 

Believe that he WILL not that he CAN 
No confidence = no belief  

  
F) use trustworthy resources  

Ryan T. Anderson  
Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood  
Focus on the Family 
John Piper, Desiring God  
Kevin DeYoung 
Al Mohler 
Russell Moore  
Preston Sprinkle, The Center for Faith, Sexuality and Gender  
Rosaria Butterfield 
  

          Should we address people with their chosen pronouns?  
 

Trans Student Educational Resources (TSER) 
"There are no “male/female” or “man/woman” pronouns.  All pronouns can be used for any gender and are 
gender neutral.  We also do not use “preferred pronouns” due to people generally not having a pronoun 
“preference” but simply having “pronouns.” Using "preferred" can accidentally insinuate that using the correct 
pronouns for someone is optional." 

TSER https://transstudent.org/graphics/pronouns101/ 
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John Piper (Ask Pastor John podcast, episode 641) 
-yes to name that's been changed (at least initially), names are arbitrary in our culture, you're not lying 
-no to alternative pronouns because "I would be lying to call a he a "she."" 

  
Jordan Peterson, professor of Psychology, Univ of Toronto,  news interview 

-"…I don't believe other people have the right to determine what language I use, especially when it's 
backed by punitive legislation …" 

-'artificial constructions of radical ideologues whose view point I do not share…' 
-'freedom of speech as means of settling differing opinions in a civilized society'  

  
Preston Sprinkle, President of The Center for Faith, Sexuality and Gender, (Embodied ch 12) 

-pronoun hospitality  
-using alternative pronouns is not lying b/c language usage determines meaning and this is how 
pronouns are used now (ie nice, girle)  
-words have legitimately different meanings in different cultures (football), language shared social space   
-missional necessity is his strongest argument, refusal to use pronouns is to insist upon too much before 
engaging in relationship  

  
-real ideological battles are happening…Are you fighting for the counter culture of Christ's kingdom or your 
own agenda or comfort?  Where does your passion come from?  Are you anxious, afraid, mourning, 
hopeful?  

		
          Some things to consider if you're concerned about a child/grandchild's masculinity/femininity  

• Pray  
• Share your burden with other believers 
• Be proactive without panic  

• the emotion/energy/intensity you demonstrate to your child will communicate how 
concerned the child should be 

• Empathize with the child and ask questions  
• Make this a safe and easy subject…no shame or hiding 
• Affirm their given boy-ness or girl-ness  
• Don’t overly restrict boy-ness and girl-ness to blue/pink, trucks/dolls, guns/glitter  
• Introduce them to similar kids (temperament, interest) in like-minded families 
• Teach them God’s design for male/female, masculinity and femininity  
• Remember that 60-85% of gender dysphoria resolves through puberty  

		
	

          Salt and light…working from the center out  
-no one needs to be a Christian to become one! 

-no one’s greatest problem is sexual immorality… 
-Work for conversations about the heart and character of God 

-Not just what He requires (morality) 
-w/o salvation who cares about moral improvement?  
-w/o the Spirit what hope for Godliness do we have?   

 
Our message is hope, life, salvation NOT sin, judgment, hell  

 1 Cor 15:3-4 …Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day…" 

  
 
 


