
#28: GRATEFULNESS, (ROMANS 11:11-32)
My oldest daughter Charlotte celebrated her tenth birthday today. She loves breakfast
food, particularly bacon, so we as a family took her to Bob Evans and fed her a great
meal while we enjoyed the same, and brought her to Barnes and Noble to buy a new
book and an animal puppet, because she’s been enjoying creating puppet shows for her
10 month old baby sister Madi. We also went to Target and got Charlotte some art
supplies. She loved every minute of it. It was a day to honor her and shower her with
grace and love.

Brooklyn is our middle daughter and is seven years old. During the entire time that we
were celebrating Charlotte, Brooklyn looked downtrodden. I kept asking her if she was
ok, and if maybe she was a little bummed out that Charlotte was getting so much
attention and she wasn’t. She kept saying she was fine, but ultimately when we arrived
as a family at Target, she really just wanted to get something for herself, and we told her
that she could use some of her own money to buy a little $10 toy. Still, even then, she
was like; “I have to use my money after you bought all this stuff for Charlotte?”

We went on to remind Brooklyn that her birthday had been a month earlier, and when it
was her birthday we celebrated her on multiple occasions, including trips to buy new
squishy toys, a dinner at Olive Garden where she could eat spaghetti, one of her
favorites, and more. We assured Brooklyn that we love her and Charlotte and baby



Madi the same. But everyone gets their day. Everyone gets their time. There are times
where grace is showered upon us and we’re filled with love, and other days when the
realities and struggles of life are real. Through a child’s eyes the degrees of this are
different, but can’t we all relate to some extent?

Ancient Israel had their time of favor and love from God the Father. In the New
Covenant Church era, the Gentiles were experiencing a time of favor and love from God
the Father. None of this meant that God favored one over the other. It did mean that
God had poured out His love and grace in different ways on different people at different
times, and they had responded in various ways.

Paul spoke of OT Israel in Romans 11, starting in v. 11;
11 I ask, then, have they stumbled so as to fall? Absolutely not! On the contrary, by their
transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel jealous. 12 Now if their
transgression brings riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how
much more will their fullness bring! 13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Insofar as I
am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if I might somehow make my
own people jealous and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection brings reconciliation
to the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? (Romans 11:11-15)

Israel was not past the point of redemption. However, much of Israel had rejected
Christ, which was a transgression. Paul’s word selection here recalled the references to
the transgressions of Adam and humanity earlier in the letter (Rom 4:25; 5:15–20). 1

Much of Israel rejected their promised Messiah, and this had turned the plan of
salvation towards the Gentiles, making Israel jealous. Israel watched as many Gentiles
came into the Kingdom of God and experienced profound life change. Maybe they were
jealous because of the impact that the Church was having. Maybe they were ignorantly
jealous because the freedom this salvation offered was so sweet, joy-filled and
impactful, while they remained in their curmudgeonry, stiffness, shame, and arrogant
religiosity. No doubt, each situation was different.

Either way, the religious people of Paul’s day had become irritated that so many sinful
people were being transformed and genuinely following God. The posture they had is at
the root of all legalism. It’s what Jesus alluded to in the older brother’s posture towards
the prodigal son. (Luke 15:11-32) Today, it’s the same posture that the religiously
legalistic take towards Christ followers who impact those outside their religious and
political norms for the gospel.

Romans 11:11 is also a declaration that relates to the historical sequence of salvation
described in the book of Acts. Peter first preached the gospel to the Jews at Pentecost

1 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 11:11). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Ro11.11&off=0&ctx=%E2%80%99s+work+among+them.%0a~11:11+++Israel+is+no


(Acts 2). Then, because of the threat of persecution, many believers fled to Judea and
Samaria and consequently reached Gentiles (Acts 8:1–3). Likewise, Paul initially went
to synagogues, but when the Jews rejected the gospel, he turned to the Gentiles (Acts
13:46–47; 18:5–6).2 However you shake it or stir it up, it was evident that God was
moving powerfully amongst those that the religious of the day couldn’t fathom or even
believe possible.

But Paul flips the script and says that the Israelites may have blown it, and it was for the
benefit of those outside Israel in their journey towards the one living and true God. Yet
ultimately in the ideal realm, if the Israelites would fully embrace the call of Christ, it
would have blessed the world even more!

The Greek word used here for “fullness” is plērōma, and might refer to the full number of
Jews who turn to Christ. Alternatively, it could indicate the fullness of blessing that Jews
and Gentiles experience together as one people of God.3 Whatever our interpretation,
it’s a fact that a softening of unrepentant, stubborn religious people would be nothing
but a good thing. In the western Church of 2022, it would be wonderful to see formerly
religious, siloed individuals and institutions come out of stupor, apathy, judgmentalism
and abuse, and embrace all and any who desire to journey towards Jesus as well! God
can make this change in the hearts of humans!

Paul had warned Jewish Christians about the danger of arrogance (Rom 2:17). He now
addressed the Gentiles with a similar warning. They must not consider themselves
better than the Israelites who do not believe.4 Spiritual arrogance is a temptation for all-
for both those who have grown up in the Church, and faithfully followed Jesus most of
their lives, and for those who have not grown up in the Church, or fallen away from
Christ, or lived a wild life and then come to Christ. So too, the Gentiles were in danger
of thinking that God favored them and grabbed them out of their confusion and
non-religiosity, while disregarding the Israelites who had come from centuries of
God-centered tradition and then yet rejected the gospel that their traditions pointed to.

So too, those of us in this era who are genuinely called to the margins outside of the
Church are not in some way superior to those who avoid the margins. There is no doubt
much reason in the scriptures and in the life of Jesus to go to the margins by the power
of Christ in us, but this call does not somehow make one more spiritual or superior to
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those who don’t engage the margins. Those of us who engage the margins need to
seek Christ in us to remain humble and love well anyone in front of us.

So too, those of us who biblically, by the power of the Spirit, clearly see the problems
within the Church today, are in no way superior to those who turn a blind eye to the
problems within the Church today. Humility, in all cases, is utterly necessary, wildly
possible, and a fruit of Christ in us.

Paul ultimately hoped that the work of salvation among the Gentiles would inspire Israel
to accept Jesus as Messiah.5 We too, as Christ followers, should labor amongst the
“Gentiles” of our era, proclaiming the gospel and building the Kingdom where it doesn’t
exist, and hope that those in a religious silo will be tenderized by the heart of Christ.

“For if Israel’s rejection brought reconciliation to the world, what would their acceptance
mean but life from the dead?” (Rom. 11:15) The Greek word that was used here for
“reconciliation” was katallagē, and described bringing two hostile parties together.
Earlier, Paul explained how Christ’s death made it possible for people to be reconciled
to God. Paul used logic from rabbinic training called qal wa-chomer, which asserted that
if something was true on a small scale, it was also true on a larger scale. He witnessed
how one negative action brought about a positive action, and he imagined the results of
one positive action.6

Paul went on to paint a wild, vivid picture to explain the phenomenon of God drawing
Israelites and Gentiles to Himself;

16 Now if the first fruits are holy, so is the whole batch. And if the root is holy, so are the
branches. 17 Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, though a wild olive
branch, were grafted in among them and have come to share in the rich root of the
cultivated olive tree, 18 do not boast that you are better than those branches. But if you
do boast—you do not sustain the root, but the root sustains you. 19 Then you will say,
“Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 True enough; they were
broken off because of unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but beware,,
21 because if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either. 22

Therefore, consider God’s kindness and severity: severity toward those who have fallen
but God’s kindness toward you—if you remain in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be
cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not remain in unbelief, will be grafted in, because
God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut off from your native wild
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olive tree and against nature were grafted into a cultivated olive tree, how much more
will these—the natural branches—be grafted into their own olive tree? (Romans
11:16-24)

In both illustrations of v. 16 the principle was the same: what was considered first
contributed its character to what was related to it. With a tree, the root obviously came
first and contributed the nature of that type of tree to the branches that came later. With
the cake presented to the Lord, the flour for the cake was taken from the ground meal,
but that cake was formed and baked first and presented as a first fruit. Since it was set
apart to the Lord first, it sanctified the whole harvest. The first fruits and the root
represented the patriarchs of Israel or Abraham personally, and the lump and the
branches represented the people of Israel.7

Branches were broken off, and there were ethnic Israelites who did not accept Jesus.
The wild olive tree referred to Gentile believers. Gentiles who put faith in Christ became
part of God’s people along with Israelite Christians and had been “grafted in among
them” to share in the rich roots of the heritage belonging to the entire, historical whole of
God’s people.8 The Gentile Christians shouldn’t have claimed superiority over the
Jewish origins of their faith. Rather, they should have respected the means by which
God brought salvation to all people.9

Listen y’all- don’t forsake the aspects of your background, upbringing, and familial
legacy that positively point to God! There’s no reason to throw out everything negative
about a fundamentalist, legalistic, or hypocritical evangelical upbringing! That may be
hard to hear, but do we have the discernment to see the aspects of our stories that were
good, even amidst parts, or high percentages that were bad? Just like I can state that I
love the guitar playing, song writing, recording innovation, lyrics and singing of Jimi
Hendrix, but don’t agree with the way he lived his life or his philosophical and
theological beliefs, so we also, can say that there were good aspects worth sustaining in
our religious backgrounds, and bad aspects. The wise will be able to preserve the
former and reform the latter.

All Jesus followers know Jesus because of Jesus! That’s a reason to be GRATEFUL!
It’s possible for both irreligious and religious to be “broken off” of God’s sovereign
community because of unbelief, but those of us who do genuinely know the Lord don’t
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have reason for arrogance, but reason for gratefulness, no reason for a bad attitude, but
reason for a life full of gratitude!

Both Israelite and Gentile believers alike were called by Christ in them to remain faithful
and humble in light of God’s grace.10

If God was righteous in temporarily putting aside Israel as a whole for unbelief, He
certainly could put aside the Gentiles for boasting and haughtiness.11 So today, those
who miss the gospel in favor of legalistic religion, and those who miss the gospel in
favor of flagrant deconstruction that misses the mark of Christ, the Holy Spirit, and true
Word of God will… you guessed it! Miss the gospel! Let’s not miss the gospel! Let’s not
miss the truth of the Word! Let’s reject any religion or irreligiousness that gets in the way
of its truth and beauty!

God’s sovereign choice involved severity toward the Jews who stumbled (fell; cf. Rom.
11:11) in unbelief and were hardened (v. 25), but that same decision displayed the
goodness of God toward individual Gentiles. God’s continuing His goodness to the
Gentiles depended on their continuing in His kindness. If Gentiles did not continue in
God’s kindness, they also would be cut off. This didn’t suggest that a Christian could
lose their salvation; it referred to Gentiles as a whole (suggested by the sing. you)
turning from the gospel much as Israel as a nation had done.12 And another thing, those
who don’t see God as kind can’t “remain in His kindness”, because they never saw God
as kind in the first place. To know Him is to know how good, kind, righteous, holy, loving,
merciful, peaceful, powerful, patient, and just He really truly is!

Being “cut off” Implied condemnation at the final judgment.13 Gentiles and Jews alike
who didn’t know God for who He really was wouldn’t be with Him in eternity, and would
instead experience temporal and potentially eternal separation, wrath and punishment.
However, just like God grafted the non-covenant Gentiles into His community of people,
so could God be able to graft Israelites in again. Although many ethnic Jews had been
cut off due to their unbelief, God still could reincorporate them at any time.14
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The “olive tree” of v. 24 was not the church; it was the spiritual stock of Abraham.
Believing Gentiles were included in that sphere of blessing so that in the Church Age
both Jews and Gentiles were in Christ’s body (Eph. 2:11–22; 3:6).15

In 11:25–32 Paul ended his discussion of Israel’s place within God’s redemptive plan by
looking ahead to the future restoration of all Israel (Rom 11:26). Earlier, Paul had
alluded to the salvation of a remnant of Israel (9:27; 11:5) and a hardening of the rest (v.
7). Here, he explained that Israel’s hardening was only partial and would endure only
until the full number of Gentiles were saved (v. 25).

Paul might have been referring to a future event when the entire nation of Israel would
turn to Christ. Alternatively, “all Israel” could have referred specifically to all the faithful
followers of Yahweh throughout history.16

So with all that in mind, let’s dive into v. 25. Paul writes;

25 I don’t want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you will
not be conceited: A partial hardening has come upon Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in. 26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,

The Deliverer will come from Zion;
he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.
27 And this will be my covenant with them,

when I take away their sins., (Romans 11:25-27)

In this context, the term “mystery” probably referred to three difficult issues that Paul
discussed in the passage: Israel’s partial hardening, the inclusion of the Gentiles as part
of God’s people, and Israel’s future role in God’s plan of salvation. Ultimately, Paul
hoped that the Gentile Christians would not become proud or boastful of their inclusion
into the people of God.17

I grew up agnostic, and had no knowledge of Christ, except for very chronologically
patchy snippets of Him, for the first eighteen years of my life. When I came to Christ
dramatically out of being an addict and a drop out, it was initially very easy for me to feel
arrogant and irritated towards the lack of spiritual vibrancy I observed in many who had
grown up in good, Christ following upbringings. I was so passionate for Jesus because I
literally thought I’d end up dead or in prison from drugs and bad choices. I couldn’t
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believe all of these people who had been told this stuff their entire lives and took it for
granted.

But as I’ve now followed Christ for twenty years, in differing seasons I too have battled
my own apathy, my own hypocrisy, my own lukewarmness, my own inaction, my own
doubt, my own religiosity, and ultimately my own sin. Christ has done a work of humility
in me. Christ wants to do this work of humility in all who call upon His Name.

The “fullness of the Gentiles” likely alluded to predictions that one day all nations will
worship Yahweh (e.g., Isa 2:2–4; Zech 14:16–17; Matt 28:19–20). This also could have
referred to completion of the mission to reach all people with the gospel. Paul viewed
his ministry to the Gentiles (non-Jewish people) as integral to the fulfillment of this plan
(Rom 15:24, 28).18 We too, with Christ’s power in us, can’t help but long for those far
from God to come to know Him. Whether we contribute to that apostolic, missionary
zeal through kingdom building, good works, proclamation, prayer, sacrifice,
incarnational living, owning a kingdom centered business, working well for the kingdom
in our place of employment, loving our family and friends well by reproducing the life
that Christ has produced in us in them, or something else that hasn’t been mentioned,
we all, who have been filled with Christ, long for Christ to fill up others!

“Hardening” was pōrōsis (“hardening, dulling”); it differed from the verb sklērynei
(“hardens”) used of Pharaoh (9:18) and the noun sklērotēta (“stubbornness,” lit.,
“hardening,” 2:5). The first noun (pōrōsis) referred to dullness, the second suggested
stubbornness.19

Oh may the Lord rescue us from spiritual dullness! May we not become apathetic,
discouraged, and dimmed of passion and fire for Him! May He reignite the fire of
passion for Him in us regularly! May it happen daily, hourly, minute by minute, and
second by second by His power in us!

When v.26 refers to “all Israel being saved”, this may refer to the nation of Israel
proper—whether all of Abraham’s natural descendants, or only the elect individuals
within ethnic Israel. Alternatively, it could refer to Israel as symbolic of God’s elect—all
who are now part of God’s people (both Jews and Gentiles). Paul’s meaning here is
widely disputed. Any interpretation has far-reaching implications for the Jews and their
place in God’s future plans. “All Israel” may include all who had faith like Abraham prior
to Jesus’ coming, or Paul could be looking ahead to a future conversion when the entire
nation of Israel accepts Jesus as Messiah. “All Israel” also could be understood as a
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symbolic group (of Jews and Gentiles), since Paul envisions all of God’s elect as part of
a single tree (v. 17).20

What’s the big point in all of this? It’s not important whether we, as temporal, frail,
limited human beings, understand what the future of Israel will be. God’s got it.
Whatever the term in Romans 11:26 “Israel” means to God is what really matters-
whether it refers to ethnic Israel in some sense, or whether it refers to the people of God
as a whole, including the ethnic Israel of the time which had come towards Christ, the
Gentiles of that time, and all the people and nations for the last 2,000 years that would
come to know and follow Christ.

What was known then is also known now, that “The deliverer will come from Zion (“Zion”
referring to Jerusalem, and may point to the heavenly Jerusalem from where Christ will
return as deliverer), and this deliverer will turn godlessness away from Jacob (“Jacob”
being synonymous with “Israel”)21

Paul is using a quotation from Isa 59:20 which states; “The Redeemer will come to
Zion, and to those in Jacob who turn from transgression.” This is the Lord’s declaration.”
While this passage in Isa. 59 originally refers to Yahweh, Paul seems to apply it to
Christ. We can compare 1 Thess 1:9b-10 which speaks to us as Christ’s people, and to
the Gentiles in another sense: “you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who
rescues us from the coming wrath.”22

When Paul echoes the voice of God speaking to His people in 11:27 and writes, “this
will be my covenant with them”, he’s quoting from Isa 59:21, which states; “21 “As for me,
this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit who is on you, and my words
that I have put in your mouth, will not depart from your mouth, or from the mouths of
your children, or from the mouths of your children’s children, from now on and forever,”
says the Lord.”

In the larger context of Isaiah, the covenant is mediated by the Suffering Servant (Isa
52:13–53:12). Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophecy, acting as the intercessor between
God and humanity.23
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Jesus has brought about and made a covenant with us by allowing His body to be
broken for us and shedding His holy blood, and this covenant takes away our sins!

We all struggle with money- saving it, spending it, using it wisely, fighting our love of it
and dependence on it. Imagine if someone came to you and told you that you wouldn’t
ever have to worry about money again, that they would pay all your bills from now on,
provide whatever you needed, and even gave you extra to use for some things you
wanted. We would be in utter bliss if someone said that, wouldn’t we? And at the time
I’m writing this it’s 2022 in America, and America is experiencing one of the biggest
inflations in the economy it’s ever gone through. So imagining this certainly penetrates
my heart, because my family is in a bit of a financial struggle in this season, as many of
us are.

We all struggle with money, and whether we admit it or not, we all struggle with sin. Sin,
in fact, is truly the greatest struggle we struggle with. And just look at what Christ has
done! He has come to earth, fully God and fully human, been tempted in every way we
are, yet was entirely without sin, unlike any human being that has ever existed in
history, and then He has laid down His life for our sakes, been murdered, and risen from
the dead, and all so that He could cancel sin’s debt in our lives, and take care of every
sin we would ever struggle with. In the cosmic sense, this act of generosity is far greater
than the former one described where the debt of money was taken care of! Jesus has
taken away our sins! Praise to His Name!

Paul goes on to conclude in His comparison of Israel and Gentiles in this passage,
saying of Israel beginning in v.28;
28 Regarding the gospel, they are enemies for your advantage, but regarding election,
they are loved because of the patriarchs, 29 since God’s gracious gifts and calling are
irrevocable., 30 As you once disobeyed God but now have received mercy through their
disobedience, 31 so they too have now disobeyed, resulting in mercy to you, so that they
also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he
may have mercy on all. (Ro 11:28–32)

In v. 28-29 Paul summarized God’s dealings with Israel and with the Gentiles. In order
for God to bring the gospel to Gentiles He had to deal with Israel corporately as
enemies. But in relation to God’s choice (election) of Abraham and His covenant with
him and the patriarchs, Israel was beloved. Because God chose Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob (cf. 9:6–13), He loved the nation and would carry through on His promises. This
was another reason Israel’s hardening had to be temporary (cf. 11:15, 22–25) and she,
in one sense or another, finally would be saved corporately: God chose her. And God’s
gifts and His call were irrevocable (lit., “for not repented of are the grace-gifts and the



calling of God”). He does not revoke what He has given or whom He has chosen (“call”
means election and salvation; cf. 1:6; 8:30).24

“All had sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (3:23). “Jews and Gentiles alike
were all under sin” (3:9), so that “there was no difference” (3:22). When the Gentiles
rejected God and disobeyed Him (1:17–21), God chose Abraham and his descendants
as His special people. In this passage the disobedience of the Jews enabled God to
show mercy to the Gentiles.25

Whatever your background, upbringing, or experience, you have two opportunities. On
one hand, you could have salvation in and through Christ, on the other hand, you could
have the opportunity to flip the bird at Him both temporally and eternally. Whatever the
future holds, the choice will feel like your choice. God will keep making Himself available
and will be irresistible to those genuinely being wooed and called into His arms. Be
grateful if you know Him. Pray for those who need Him. Love every and anyone well for
His sake. Serve people. Share who He is with people. Don’t stop for the time is short
and fleeting!

The political left are proud of their compassion for the marginalized and ability to
understand and listen to people with varying opinions and lifestyles. The political right
are proud of their morality and traditions. Pentecostals are proud of their emotional
expression and openness to the Spirit. Baptists are proud of their understanding of the
Word. Institutionalists are proud of their structures and heritages. Organic Practitioners
are proud of their radical viewpoints and expressions. The religiously legalistic are
proud of their obedience. Grace exploiters are proud of their license to do whatever they
want to do. Jesus followers are proud of Jesus.

Be proud of Jesus, and allow Him to help you to be proud of nothing else but Him! Only
He is worthy!

25 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 486). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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