
#21: SACRIFICE, (ROMANS 9:1-5)
When I was a kid, I was asked this question:

If your house lit on fire and everything you owned was going to be burned up and lost
forever, but you had the chance to keep one material possession, what would you
decide to take out of the flames?

As an eleven year old, I answered that I’d want to keep my grandfather’s binoculars. My
grandfather had passed away when I was six years old, and it was the only possession
of his that I had. Funny enough, I didn’t choose my electric guitar, or my skis, or my
Sega Genesis, though I used those things more. I wanted something of sentimental
value. At least I think I did. I don’t know, it’s possible I was also just trying to impress the
person asking the question!

Beyond material possessions, what matters the most to you?

As we delve into Romans 9, we see that Paul actually prizes the salvation of others
more than his own salvation. This is a baffling thing to behold as we study and dig into
this passage.



The lack of a word or phrase to connect ch. 8 with ch. 9 suggests that there is a pause
in Paul’s argument at this point in the book of Romans. With the celebration of God’s
unchangeable love for Christians (8:31–39) the climax of his argument to this point has
been reached. But it is just this assertion of the certain fulfillment of God’s promises to
Christians that leads Paul now to raise the question of God’s promises to Israel.1

And Paul begins by saying;

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience testifies to me through the
Holy Spirit — that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.
(Romans 9:1-2)

For one, Paul speaks as one who belongs to Christ and has experienced God’s
promises.2 Paul is confident in his standing with Christ.

More so, Paul is so confident in his standing with Christ that he insists with one-hundred
percent certainty and sincerity that what he’s about to reveal of his inner thoughts and
feelings is the truth. This is hard for us to believe in a culture full of distrust,
misinformation, fake news, and corrupted authority figures. Can we believe Paul here?
Is he putting us on?

Furthermore, how do you know someone is being sincere? If their “conscience testifies
to them through the Holy Spirit” that would seem like a pretty big transparency indicator!
Yes, there are many kats out there slinging false gospel and false doctrines to benefit
themselves. I don’t know if a charlatan would say such a thing like what Paul says here.
Paul deeply desired to be genuine, a person of integrity and character from the inside
out. We should desire the same thing. Maybe if Christian leaders actually lived this out
there would be less distrust of the Church!

I wish that more Jesus followers would start their interactions with one another by
declaring “my conscience testifies to me through the Holy Spirit!” I have encountered
dishonesty amongst those who claim Christ, including pastoral leaders, just as much as
I did in my pre-Jesus days amongst those who didn’t follow Jesus. What a shame that
we’re not really much better than everyone else when we claim to follow a sinless
Savior and Son of God. How wonderful it would be if His power, love, truth, holiness and
goodness were more evident in our lives by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit!

2 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:1). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

1 Moo, D. J. (1994). Romans. In D. A. Carson, R. T. France, J. A. Motyer, & G. J. Wenham (Eds.), New
Bible commentary: 21st century edition (4th ed., p. 1142). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL:
Inter-Varsity Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Ro9.1&off=0&ctx=unjust+(vv.+6%E2%80%9311).%0a%0a~9:1+++Paul+speaks+as
https://ref.ly/logosres/nbc?ref=Bible.Ro9.1-6a&off=45&ctx=anguish+over+Israel%0a~The+lack+of+a+word+o


It’s hard to genuinely get what’s inside of us to be consistently on the outside of us. It’s
easier to want to manage our image, defend our job security, and portray ourselves as
we wish people to see us. But doing all of these things is dishonest. God desires to lead
us, by grace, to a place of genuine honesty and transparency. Paul certainly, by
example, points us to this.

Paul goes on to reveal what he is speaking the legitimate truth about. He claims that he
experiences great sorrow and “unceasing anguish” in his heart. The Greek word used
here for unceasing anguish is odynē, and can refer to physical or mental pain. Despite
his role as apostle to the Gentiles (11:13), Paul is still grieved that his fellow Jews,
God’s chosen people through His promises to Abraham, have not widely accepted
Jesus as their Messiah.3 Although Paul does not tell us why he feels so badly about his
fellow-Jews, the parallel in Romans 10:1 makes clear that it is because the great
majority of Jews are not saved; for they refused to believe in Jesus Christ.4

Paul has “great sorrow and unceasing anguish in his heart”. He is not afraid to feel. He
is not afraid to lament. He is not afraid to allow his soul to be naked and exposed before
the throne of God. He allows the pangs of sadness and despair to flood him, not to the
point of renouncing the joy of Christ, but to the point where a pruning from God and
deep openness to the sting of pain is very real.

And what is this “great sorrow and unceasing anguish in his heart” resulting from? It’s
resulting from a deep wish, a prayerful hope, that people will genuinely meet, know and
follow Jesus. And Paul isn’t just interested in those right on the verge of believing. He
wants to reach those who would have been as seemingly impossible to reach with this
message as he was before having a power encounter with the risen Christ on the
Damascus road, as he went to persecute and martyr more followers of Christ himself.

Paul goes on;

3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the benefit of my
brothers and sisters, my own flesh and blood. (Romans 9:3)

Paul echoes Moses’ prayer in Exod 32:31-34, showing solidarity with his people by
wishing to share in their punishment or take the punishment for them. He longs for the
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salvation of his fellow Jews.5 ἀνάθεμα (anathema) is the word here for a curse.6 Let’s
take a look at the prayer of Moses in Exodus 32. In context, this prayer of Moses was in
regard to the Israelites being found to worship the golden calf and deeply disobey God
in the absence of Moses’ leadership. Moses had just observed their worship of the calf.
The prayer is as follows;

31 So Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Oh, these people have committed a grave
sin; they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 Now if you would only forgive their
sin. But if not, please erase me from the book you have written.”
33 The Lord replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will erase from my
book. 34 Now go, lead the people to the place I told you about; see, my angel will go
before you. But on the day I settle accounts, I will hold them accountable for their sin.”
(Ex 32:31–34)

Moses desires to take on the heat for the Israelites’ folly. God responds by saying that
each person, whether by individual or collective, peer-pressure driven, systemic
motivation, would be held accountable for what they did in disobedience to God, and
God would deal with them, not take it out on Moses. Though of course, do we realize
that eventually, God allowed all of this disobedience, sin, and brokenness to be taken
out on His one and only Son?

Great spiritual leadership led by Christ involves a level of self-sacrifice and humility that
must be supernatural, for it goes against the grain of our humanity to desire to take the
punishment, or the flak, for the disobedience and foolishness of others we lead and care
for. This is a level of responsibility ownership that flits in the face of the narcissistic
leadership of far far too many pastors and leaders in the west today. Matthew Henry
puts this disposition and conviction of Paul so eloquently when he states;

Love is apt to be thus bold, and venturous, and self-denying. Because the glory of
God’s grace in the salvation of many is to be preferred before the welfare and
happiness of a single person, Paul, if they were put in competition, would be content to
forego all his own happiness to purchase theirs.7

Fellow pastor, parent, spouse, business leader, is this the way you lead your people?
Do you echo the sacrifice and suffering of Christ in desiring the salvation and rescue of
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others above your own rescue? We need to know the extremity of what Paul is saying
here. Matthew Henry also comments in regard to Paul;

He would be content to .be excommunicated from the society of the faithful, to be
separated from the church, and from the communion of saints, as a heathen man and a
publican, if that would do them any good. He could wish himself no more remembered
among the saints, his name blotted out of the church-records; though he had been so
great a planter of churches, and the spiritual father of so many thousands, yet he would
be content to be disowned by the church, cut off from all communion with it, and have
his name buried in oblivion or reproach, for the good of the Jews.8

Guys, this is astounding stuff. It’s one of the most convicting passages in the New
Testament!

Let me ask you, fellow Jesus follower, would you be willing to be cast off your eternity
with Jesus and perish forever in hell for the sake of anyone else coming to know Him? I
know that I certainly have moments of genuinely Holy Spirit birthed desire to see people
come to know Christ. I certainly can’t ever remember having a moment where I have
thought to myself that I wish I would go to hell so that someone else would be with
Jesus, and that I would be willing to trade my salvation for the salvation of someone
else. That is what Paul is saying here. Like I said, it’s astounding.

And what’s more astounding is that Paul is saying this in reference to his enemies.
Granted, this is Paul here, who was “circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. (Phil.
3:5-6) But whatever gain (Paul) had, (He) counted as loss for the sake of Christ. (Phil
3:7) Paul could certainly relate to the Israelites on a personal level. But would I even say
this of my wife, my kids, and my closest friends? Paul is saying this of his enemies! He’s
saying this of people who have tried to murder him for blasphemy.

I don’t think many deconstructionists would say that they would perish in hell eternally
for the sake of saving a hypocritical evangelical leader, or vice versa.

I don’t think enough antiracists would say that they would perish in hell eternally for the
sake of a vehemently anti-CRT Christian, or vice versa.

Most republicans wouldn’t think to do this for a democrat.
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Most democrats wouldn’t think to do this for a republican.

Paul’s example has a lot to say to us. It has a lot to challenge us in our consumptive,
individualistic, selfish, social media driven, apathetic, preference driven society. May we
practice what Paul preaches and lives here!

I am in no way advocating that Jesus followers or people in general subject themselves
to any sort of abuse, or submit themselves to the control or authority of abusive leaders
and institutions. However, I am saying that Jesus can lead us to the place of radical
grace and forgiveness, held in tension with divine anger and thirst for justice, that Paul
is describing here! Imagine if we all lived that way! What kind of impact would the
Church have on our divided, siloed culture? The volatile and self assured can’t
overthrow the power of radical, agape love. The evil and violent can maim and kill the
body, but not the soul. Jesus said “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matt. 10:28)

Paul goes on to talk of the beautiful inheritance and history of the Israelite people;

4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
giving of the law, the temple service, and the promises. 5 The ancestors are theirs,
(Romans 9:4-5a)

Paul’s emotion over Jewish unbelief has another aspect to it: the incongruity between
the Jews’ present status and their marvelous privileges.9 He describes seven benefits or
privileges that rightfully belonged to Israel as God’s chosen people: joining God’s family
(adoption), experiencing His presence (glory), entering into relationship with Him
(covenants), receiving His revelation (giving of the law), worshiping at His temple
(service), and inheriting His blessings (promises), and historically heroic men and
women of faith (ancestors).

● The Adoption: The OT uses the metaphor of adoption to describe Yahweh’s
selection of Israel as His chosen people (Exod 4:22–23; Hos 11:1). The concept
of adoption was also applied to the Davidic king in the OT (Pss 2:7; 89:27).

○ And Jesus Christ has adopted those who believe in and fully follow Him!
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● The Glory: Probably an allusion to Yahweh’s visible presence among the
Israelites (see Exod 16:10). God made His presence known at the tabernacle
(Exod 25:8; 40:34) and later the temple (1 Kgs 8:11; Ezek 43:2). Isaiah
interpreted this “glory” as the Holy Spirit among them (Isa 63:11). The Greek
word for glory is doxa.

○ Since Paul is listing the special privileges due to Israel as God’s chosen
people, he probably uses “glory” in its ot sense of referring to the kavod, or
divine presence. However, Paul’s usage of “glory” earlier in Romans
sometimes has a future-oriented sense—looking ahead to the time of
blessing in the age to come (compare Rom 5:2; 8:17–18).

○ Jesus Christ has given the Holy Spirit to live in all who follow Him and be a
stamp of God’s glory while allowing those who are His to glorify Him!

● The Covenants: Refers to the various covenants established in the OT (e.g.,
Noah in Gen 9, Abraham in Gen 15; 17, Israel in Exod 19–24, and David in 2
Sam 7:1–27 [compare 2 Sam 23:5]).

○ The biblical concept of covenant is usually mentioned in the singular. Paul
uses the plural “covenants” here, which could refer either to the three
affirmations of the Mosaic covenant (Exod 19; Deut 29–31; Josh 8) or to
the multiple covenants made with Noah, Abraham, Israel, and David. The
second option is most likely in light of Paul’s reference in Eph 2:12 to the
“covenants of promise,” which refers to the various covenants God made
with Israel.

○ The covenant of Christ’s body and blood is a seal of our eternal promises
in Him!

● Giving of the Law: Alluded to Israel’s experience at Mount Sinai (see Exod
19–24); likely also intended to indicate Israel’s role in the preservation and
transmission of Scripture.

○ We’ve been given the OT and the NT for our growth and edification!
● The Temple Service: The term latreia denotes religious service or worship, most

likely sacrifice (see Rom 12:1; Heb 9:1–6). Paul may be alluding to Israel’s
responsibility for the temple’s sacrificial system (see Exod 12:25–26).

○ We continue to live this out as the gathered Church, the Body of Christ,
and our spiritual family on mission to bless one another and the world with
His love and truth!

● The Promises: Either refers to the promises that God made to Abraham and the
patriarchs (Gen 15:9–21; 17:1–22; 26:3–4; 28:13–15; compare Rom 15:8; Gal
3:16) or to the OT promises of redemption and restoration associated with the
Messiah (e.g., Isa 4:2; 9:2–8; 11:1–10; see note on Isa 49:8–26).



○ In Christ we have the promise of salvation, sanctification, resurrection, the
New Heavens and New Earth, and eternity under His rule where sin and
death will be no more!

● The Ancestors: Refers to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The tribes of Israel are
descended from the 12 sons of Jacob. One of those sons, Judah, is an ancestor
of Christ. (Which Paul will point to in Romans 9:5b)10

○ The Church has many who have faithfully gone before us, particularly the
martyrs of the past and recent present who have faithfully lived out the call
to the end!

In this context we could certainly understand why Paul deeply desired the Israelites to
accept and follow their long-awaited Messiah Jesus Christ! Everything that God had
placed into the Israelite community had primed them for this!

I’m sure that there were faithful disciples of Jesus within the historic Catholic Church of
the fourth through fifteenth centuries that felt this way towards the corrupt and apostate,
self proclaimed Christians of their time.

I’m sure that faithful disciples of Jesus during the reformation felt this way about those
that differed with them and had strayed away in their interpretations of the truths of
God's Word in favor of institutional power.

And haven’t many within Western Christendom been handed great doctrines passed
down through centuries and generations? Currently, the four primary characteristics of
evangelicalism have been defined as:

● CONVERSIONISM
the belief that lives need to be transformed through a “born-again” experience
and a life long process of following Jesus

● BIBLICISM
a high regard for and obedience to the Bible as the ultimate authority

● ACTIVISM, and
the expression and demonstration of the gospel in missionary and social reform
efforts

10 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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● CRUCICENTRISM
a stress on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross as making possible the
redemption of humanity11

Fellow Christ seekers, do we not want to see all people “born again” in Christ? Do we
not hold a high regard for and obedience to the Bible as the ultimate authority? Do we
not laud and aspire to the expression and demonstration of the gospel in missionary
and social reform efforts both locally and abroad? Do we not lean in with all our beings
to the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross making possible the redemption of
humanity?

These are certainly good things about the evangelical heritage that ought to be
emphasized and celebrated!

But isn’t it disheartening when those who claim to ascribe to these beautiful, true
distinctives in the west choose to allow politics to be their preliminary filter to the
leadership of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and scriptures? Isn’t it a shame that in the
name, not of Christ, but of politics, so many silo themselves from the poor, minorities,
democrats, and LGBTQ neighbors, labeling them and mentally casting them to hell
before even engaging in any loving relationship. Those aspects of the evangelical
heritage that are good, that are righteous, and that are of God, need to be preserved
and sustained, while the hatred, the political hypocrisy, the legalism, and the foolishness
needs to be strained out by the holy discipline of God’s loving judgment.

Paul concludes by pointing it all to Jesus Christ;

…and from them (the Israelites), by physical descent, came the Christ, who is God over
all, praised forever., Amen. (Romans 9:5b)

Not only did Israel have within their nation and community all these wonderful stamps of
God’s presence on their lives, history and identity. Christ Himself had come, by physical
lineage, through the people of Israel. Christ came to fulfill all the covenants, all of the
law, and all of the religion of the Israelites. He Himself stated poignantly in the Sermon
on the Mount “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matt. 5:17)

Christ is also, and will always be, the purveyor and upholder of all God breathed, God
inspired, God empowered truth. Christ is the living word. Christ is the culmination of
traditions and efforts to grasp Him, but is the greater Word, and the greater fulfillment.

11 https://www.nae.org/what-is-an-evangelical/



May we see His hand in inspiring and shaping all that is good about God’s people
throughout history, from the time of creation, to the patriarchs, to the Israelites, to the
exile and the prophets, to the coming of the Messiah, to the early Church, to the
Catholic and Medieval era, to the reformation, to the revivals, in the African American
underground slave Church, in the Church emerging out of persecuted African, Asian
and South American contexts, in the Church weathering the apathy, selfishness and
greed of the first world in America, the UK and Australia, and in the Church continuing
to be a minority remnant in the post Christendom of Europe.

But most of all, may we understand this key reality: Jesus Christ was a wounded and
suffering Messiah that, like Paul emulated in Romans 9:3, pronounced over His
enemies who had beaten, mocked, and were now brutally crucifying Him, “Father
forgive them, for they know not what they’re doing.” (Luke 23:34) I can guarantee one
thing for certain. We as Christ followers don’t have good theology, doctrine and politics,
unless we are possessed with and overcome by this same kind of supernatural, agape
love for those that mistreat, hate and desire us harm or death.

Want a litmus test for your faith? How do you respond to genuine enemies who hate,
malign, and hurt you? Would you, like Christ, and like Paul, give up your salvation in
order to see them rescued?


