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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 5 

Subjects Covered This Week 

• Reading Lesson 8 
• Foreign Language Lesson 2 
• Logic Lesson 4 
• Story: “Wells and Brides” 

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Elect/Election 
• Foreknowledge 
• Predestination 

Be sure to keep reviewing! Next time we’ll have another little quiz over the 12 words you 
know so far. 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 

 

Reading 

We had to skip Lessons 6 and 7, but I’d like you to read the notes from the handbook. Both 
of these lessons are first steps towards identifying problems you may have with the process 
of reading itself.  

Lesson 6 is about decoding, or knowing how to process the words themselves. Here’s a little 
reading level assessment that you can take (with the help of another person) to see if you 
may be having trouble with the decoding process: 
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http://www.thephonicspage.org/On%20Reading/Resources/40L%20Test.pdf  

This test is designed for school-age children, so it’s not intended to make any kind of 
accurate diagnosis, but several adult students found it helpful just to see how they frequently 
flipped letters around or just realized they weren’t seeing some of the parts of the words. 
Whether this reveals that you are naturally a higher-level reader or that you struggle a bit 
with decoding, it should be insightful to keep that in mind as you attempt to incorporate 
more book-reading into your life. 

Lesson 7 is about comprehension, or understanding what it is you’re reading. A 
comprehension test has been reproduced for you in the student handbook, including the 
answer key. Along with the answers, you’ll be able to see which skills you may be having 
trouble with in particular. This will help you zero in on particulars if you want to practice and 
improve those skills in the future.  

Here are some places that were suggested to me to get some of that help or practice if you 
would like to pursue it further: 

• The book we used for your assessment is called Reading Comprehension in 20 Minutes a Day, 
by Elizabeth Chesla. It’s a 150-page workbook that takes you through the skills one lesson at a 
time. If you struggled in several areas, you may want to purchase it.  
 

• Suggested by a reading teacher: PowerScore LSAT Reading Comprehension Bible Workbook by 
David M. Killoran. It has explanations and exercises for each of the different reading skills 
categories.  https://www.amazon.com/PowerScore-Reading-Comprehension-Workbook-
Powerscore/dp/0984658351 
 

• Recommended by the same teacher, you can take online courses or practice at this site: 
https://spscc.instructure.com/courses/1345787/pages/reading-comprehension-test When 
you get there, sign up FREE as a teacher, and then click on “Ready-to-use-assessments.” 
 

• Project Learn of Summit County offers literacy help: 
http://www.projectlearnsummit.org/cms/site/5a003e970a830eaa/index.html  

 
• Try Googling “reading comprehension practice quizzes.” There are all kinds of websites 

available that can give you instant feedback or that have suggestions for improvement. If you 
find one that’s especially helpful, let me know. This kind of resource was never available to 
people before the internet! If you’re discouraged by how hard it is for you to work at 
decoding or comprehension, remember that the majority of people in ancient cultures were 
not even literate at all. You’re ahead of the game, and you are not too old to improve.  

 

Following up on the work we did in class about Making a Mental Movie, how about practicing 
some more on your own? 
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1. Go to your bookshelf and choose two books of different genres. Find a paragraph in 
each to use as practice, using the divided-page technique we used in class and 
drawing your visualizations.  

 
2. Find an example from the Bible (Psalms or Prophets are especially figurative) and 

draw your mental movie. In fact, while you do your regular reading this week, just 
slow down and think about how you can visualize what is being said. 

 
3. If you struggle with visualization, try searching around on YouTube for helpful videos. 

Try “reading strategies” or “visualization” as your search terms to get you started.  
 

Foreign Language 

Rather than taking up class time to teach you how to use Blue Letter Bible, I hope you’ll 
spend some time on your own working through their tutorial videos so that you won’t be 
confused by what is happening when we start doing word studies together. (If you prefer to 
learn by reading text, the site itself has several textual tutorials under the Help heading.) 

Video tutorials:  https://www.blueletterbible.org/help/videoHelps.cfm 

Or you can go to YouTube and search for Blue Letter Bible to find their channel if you prefer 
to “Play All.”  (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGF1fDwSyXL0VqtiEzLeB5g)  

You’ll see that the tutorials are divided into 5 sections: 

• Quickstart 
• The Bible 
• Word Searching 
• User Preferences/Customization 
• Advanced BLB 

If you watched ALL of the videos, it would take about an hour. I’d be delighted if you would 
at least watch the first three groups (about a half hour total). Each video is about 1-3 minutes 
long.  

Want more? YouTube has a lot of videos of people showing how they like to use BLB. Search 
for “blue letter bible tutorial.” 

 

 


