
I’m a big fan of coffee, especially really high quality coffee. I don’t seek to always and
only consume coffee beans that are only found in the Himalayas and have been
extracted out of exotic animal dung. I don’t need it to be ground perfectly. I don’t need it
to always be a pourover. I don’t need it to only be brewed at a certain temperature. I
don’t need the grounds to be perfectly measured by scale. I just love coffee. I drink
store-bought stuff that’s decent in a pot every morning, and occasionally treat myself to
something more interesting like an espresso, pourover, or nitro cold brew.

Coffee wouldn’t be coffee without being filtered. Granted, one can also make it turkish
style, ground into dust, and boiling in a kettle. But most of the time, one puts coffee
through a filter to ultimately enjoy the beverage.

We have filters too- biases, hang-ups, short-comings, political leanings, theological and
philosophical preferences, styles, personalities, and sins great and small. These things
influence the way we view the world, how we make decisions, what people we are
drawn to, and more. Filters are inevitable. What’s your filter?

There are good filters that develop in us over time. There are bad filters that need to
change. That’s the situation for all of us. There are ideal filters that some of us are
looking to attain or develop.



God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit are good filters. The scriptures are a good filter. Wise
leaders and friends who are filled with integrity, character and godliness can be very
helpful filters.

The sincere disciple of Jesus is compelled to pray regularly by the power of Christ in
him or her the essence of the prayer that David prayed in the psalms; “Search me, God,
and know my heart; test me and know my concerns. See if there is any offensive way in
me; lead me in the everlasting way.” (Psalm 139:23-24) This type of transparency
before the throne of God, this type of purity of heart, will help one to see God (Matthew
5:8).

Just like hot water through coffee grounds and a paper filter, the stuff of the world gets
poured down on us regularly. I don’t know about you, but the current economic inflation
going on, the post pandemic reality, the brutal police shooting of Jayland Walker in the
city where I live, Akron, Ohio, the mass shootings and school shootings that happen
almost weekly and daily, the violence on the streets, the political manipulation going on
from both sides of the aisle, the war in Ukraine, the sexual and social pressures I know
my three daughters are going to face, and the general falling away from Christ that I’m
seeing in so many around me over and over again is extremely disheartening! But what
is my filter?

If all of the hot water of that stuff comes and me and Christ is my filter… If all of the
storms of that stuff comes at me and Christ is my rock, then Christ promises me, and
promises all of us in Him;

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who
built his house on the rock. The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and
pounded that house. Yet it didn’t collapse, because its foundation was on the rock.”
(Matt. 7:24-25)

So when the difficulties of life come at us like boiling hot water, and Christ, the Word of
God, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the Love of God the Father are in us, that hot
water gets filtered through the grounds, and out pours something far more beautiful than
the finest cup of coffee any of us could imagine.

We need Jesus and all the resources that He offers us to be our filter! The gospel, a
prayer relationship with the Father, the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Spirit’s mind to interpret the scriptures, regular engagement with the scriptures,
community with other like minded and mature disciples of Jesus… all of these things
make for a wonderful filter!



But right after Jesus says the words of Matthew 7:24-25, as He’s concluded what’s
almost indisputably the greatest sermon ever given on a mount, Jesus states;

“But everyone who hears these words of mine and doesn’t act on them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds
blew and pounded that house, and it collapsed. It collapsed with a great crash.” (Matt.
7:26-27)

What’s your filter? Is it a rock like filter or a sand like filter?

Our filter can certainly become our individual preferences and perceived needs. We live
in a very individualistic culture. We live in a very consumerist culture also. Our filter can
be consumeristic, based on the things that we like the most and make us presumably
feel the best. Our filter can be built on pleasures. It can be sexual idenity and pleasure.
It can be drugs or alcoholism. It can be money. It can be power. It can be influence. It
can be racial identity and dominance.

It has felt like this since Jesus resurrected, like it might be moments before He will
return, because much of the world and culture around us, even many who were once or
who are currently part of the Body of Christ and the Church, are struggling, falling away,
changing, and deteriorating. Paul wrote to Timothy;

But know this: Hard times will come in the last days. For people will be lovers of self,
lovers of money, boastful, proud, demeaning, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is
good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding
to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people. (2 Tim. 3:1-5)

So the struggles we face are nothing new. The struggle we are in against ourselves, the
enemy, and others is nothing new.

And in a polarized climate, we are tempted to make our filter conservative or
progressive.

What happens when we have a conservative filter and not God, the Son, the Spirit, and
the Word of God as our filter? Well in that case, the stuff of the world is the hot water,
and God, the Son, the Spirit, and the Word of God are also in the water. The water gets
poured over the grounds and goes through the conservative filter. Out comes a weak
cup of faith. If conservative politics are our filter and the gospel and Word of God must
go through that filter, then we end up only with the things of conservative politics and of



the faith that overlap. We end up with moralism. We end up with legalism. We end up
with a gospel for the religious that rejects the Gentile democrats. We end up with
doctrinal arrogance. We become pro-life but won’t care for women who face the
temptation of or have had an abortion, and aren’t able to be nuanced in the complexities
of the abortion issue, such as rape, incest, and having to choose the life of a baby over
a mother during a dangerous pregnancy. We become pro-biblical sexuality but
marginalize, mock, deride, and plunge LGBTQ brothers and sisters, who could
potentially be deeply hungry for Christ, into despair, rejection, suicidal ideation, and
hatred for Jesus and His people. We adopt color-blind ideology that doesn’t care for the
hurts and struggles of our brothers and sisters of color, and labels all people who are
positively striving against racism and negatively striving against racism the same-
pro-CRT, woke, and liberal. A conservative filter can lead to nationalism, blind
patriotism, and even racism. We’ve seen these things unfold before our eyes.

What happens when we have a progressive filter and not God, the Son, the Spirit, and
the Word of God as our filter? Well in that case, the stuff of the world is the hot water,
and God, the Son, the Spirit, and the Word of God are also in the water. The water gets
poured over the grounds and goes through the progressive filter. Out comes a weak cup
of faith. If progressive politics are our filter and the gospel and Word of God must go
through that filter, then we end up only with the things of progressive politics and of the
faith that overlap. We end up with moralism. We end up with legalism. We end up with a
gospel for the marginalized that rejects the righteous republicans amongst us. We end
up with an arrogant, surrogate appearance of compassion that lacks humility. We
become pro-choice but won’t listen to and dialogue with our pro-life brothers and sisters
who wish to do so peacefully and civilly. We become pro-LGBTQ but lack clarity about
sexuality identity and sexual ethics. We adopt a victim ideology that doesn’t release the
potential of people, and labels all people of a perceived “oppressor” category as evil. A
progressive filter can lead to anarchy, cynicism, and pompousness. We’ve seen these
things unfold before our eyes.

Oh may we instead allow Christ in us to be the filter above all filters! Only then will all of
the repentant sinners of the world, conservative, progressive and independent, move
towards Christ as one beautiful community! A community washed in His blood! A
community that is fully forgiven in the eyes of heaven because of His glorious sacrifice!
A community full of individuals who will one day be resurrected and dwell in eternity in
the New Heavens and New Earth!


