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QUESTION 1 
Pastor Dyer reminded us how God creates opportunity for the church whenever it faces opposition, 
showing us how the church grew despite persecution in the first century and plague in the third 
century. Another example is set for us by the apostle Paul, when he said,“[12] I want you to know, 
brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, [13] so that it has 
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for 
Christ. [14] And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are 
much more bold to speak the word without fear” (Philippians 1:12–14). What are some opportunities 
the Lord has created for you in 2020 (a year of “opposition”), or, in other years? What good has 
come out of the difficulties you’ve faced?  
 

QUESTION 2 
Pastor Dyer said that we overcome opposition when we persevere in real, biblical hope. One passage 
he read concerning this was Romans 5:1-5: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, 
but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  There 
are many things in this passage that lead to true hope. List as many as you can see. Also discuss: 
how does character lead to hope (v.4)? 
 
 
QUESTION 3 
John Piper often talks about the necessity of joy. He says that most Christians view joy as “the cherry 
on top” of the Christian life. In other words, it’s nice if it’s there, but the most important thing is to 
obey whether you feel joy or not. Piper argues, however, that without joy, you can’t obey, you won’t 
have the strength to obey. As Nehemiah and Ezra said to the Israelites, “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” Pastor Dyer teaches that same truth when he said: “Christians holding a high priority of 
hope are useful in Kingdom work because hope is motivation to labor now for God’s glory.” Do you 
agree that joy and hope are necessary for labor and obedience? Would you agree with this 
statement: First and foremost we must labor to find joy in the Lord, then we labor towards obedience 
and kingdom work? Or as Piper would say, “Delight produces duty, not vice versa.”  
 

 


