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Choose You This Day 
Lesson 20: The Already (Revelation1-7) 
 
Objectives 
 

• Become familiar with a birds-eye view of Revelation 1-7. 
• Learn to constantly look back to the Old Testament to interpret the New Testament. 
• Familiarize yourself with support for the possibility that the Rapture happens in 

conjunction with the 6th Seal in Revelation 6. This is a way to reconcile the Pre-trib and 
Mid-trib views, which illustrates that beliefs about end-times events may not have to 
fit one or the other! 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Hundreds, if not thousands, of commentaries have been written on the book of Revelation. 
Even more sermons have been preached on it. Every scholar, author, teacher, or preacher 
has their own opinions. Why bother? If there are so many different ideas about what it all 
means, is it even worth trying to figure it out? 
 
Yes and no. First off, we should acknowledge that there are a lot of wonderful things in this 
book that are fairly plain and are unquestionably valuable for everyone to read. But if we’re 
speaking of the parts that seem more mysterious, we don’t have to be discouraged by how 
many different interpretations there are. Remember that apocalyptic prophecy (just like 
Messianic prophecy in the Old Testament) has been purposely shrouded to keep God’s 
enemies in the dark.1 We should approach it with the humility that says it’s unlikely that we 
will be the ones who finally get it all worked out perfectly—and even if we did, a lot of people 
wouldn’t agree with our conclusions anyway! Many who have gone before us have written a 
great deal about prophecy, each one believing that God had revealed truth to them in 
response to their request for the Spirit’s guidance. 
 
I am no different. I actually believe that when I ask God to help me interpret His Word, He 
does that. And each time I study the book of Revelation, I come up with some new 
observations. They have certainly all been considered by others in the past, but some of my 
observations don’t fit into one tidy system or another (especially since there’s not a system 
that has every detail worked out with no apparent contradictions). I like to think that God has 
led me to those ideas, yet I want to allow Him to use me in any way He chooses—even if that 
means that my thoughts are not entirely accurate yet. Maybe they will be stepping stones for 
you or others to think about things differently or to take the conversation in a different 
direction.  
 

 
1 This is a concept that is repeatedly emphasized in the work of Dr. Michael Heiser. For more 
explanation, see chapter 28 of The Unseen Realm. Lexham Press, WA, 2015. “Old Testament 
prophecy for the messianic solution to the salvation of humanity and restoration of Eden was 
deliberately cryptic. So it is with prophecy yet awaiting fulfillment.” Page 349. 
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Reasons to Study Unfulfilled Prophecy 
 
There are several reasons that I believe it’s important for us to spend a few lessons on 
unfulfilled prophecy, using the book of Revelation as our point of reference, even though we 
must always be mindful that it won’t all be perfectly clear. 
 

• Revelation is constantly pulling ideas from the Old Testament and helping to put them 
in order.2 Learning how the New Testament is built on the Old Testament is crucial to 
understanding it! Approaching the book this way will probably be new and exciting for 
you and will deepen your confidence in the inspired Word of God. 

 
• Apocalyptic (end-times) prophecy is a very popular topic in our day, and internet 

teachers everywhere are talking about it. Some of their teachings are built on 
outrageous and even dangerous assumptions. We need to be able to scrutinize what 
the text says and what it does not say. In some instances, you will be asked to hold a 
long-held belief more loosely and at other times to consider something you may have 
never thought of before. There is room for that within the third circle! But there is no 
room to stray outside of orthodoxy, so it’s important for us to recognize when an 
interpretation has implications that contradict the inner two circles.  

 
• Many of you are curious about this topic and can’t get enough of Revelation studies. 

While we obviously want to maintain balance in our lives and not spend an undue 
amount of attention on the areas that are less certain, it’s an awesome thing to be 
curious about the Bible! 

 
• Much in this book directly relates to what we have covered in Choose You This Day. 

We’ve been trying to turn on the lights to expose what the enemy does in our world, 
and here you will see all of those plans come to the very brink of fulfillment before he 
is definitively and dramatically destroyed. It’s fitting to end our study with the absolute 
certainty that God is not surprised or alarmed about the condition of our world. He is 
allowing evil to run its course and He is steadily building His Church. He will not wait 
one moment too long before He steps in and causes every knee to bow before Him. 

 
• I have a feeling that if I did not give you “Brenda’s interpretations of Revelation” you 

would ask me about many of its topics and how I think they relate to our study. I’d 
rather give you the full version than try to quickly address those answers in private 
conversations or in Q&A times. 

 
• Revelation helps keep my perspective on being part of what God is trying to 

accomplish instead of focusing so much on myself. It’s easy for me to focus on 
whether I’m either failing or succeeding in my walk (which often depends on my 
moods, comparison to other people, holiness in any given day, etc.). When I read 
Revelation and its linked referents from the Old Testament, I find that I want what 

 
2 Arnold Fruchtenbaum says there are about 550 references to the Old Testament within Revelation! 
See the Appendix of this article for a full listing of references in each chapter of Revelation: 
Fruchtenbaum, Arnold. “The Use of the Old Testament in the Book of Revelation.” 
http://www.johnsnotes.com/documents/OldTestamentReferencesintheBookofRevelation.pdf  
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God wants and I’m so excited to see Him getting it! This is so much more motivating 
to me than guilt. I’m amazed that I get to be part of it. 

 
Revelation has twenty-two chapters and we will take three lessons to get through them all. 
My goal is to give you a birds-eye view, particularly relating it to the themes we have 
discussed together. I’ll show you how the weirdest places benefit from a look back at the Old 
Testament. I’ll pause on a few sections that have particular meaning to me. I’ll also show you 
a few of those “different observations” I have that I think make it more coherent and leave 
less apparent contradiction.  
 
 
Revelation 1 
 
Soon or Not?  
 
Verse one of chapter one starts out by saying this is the revelation of Jesus Christ for the 
express purpose of showing His servants the things that will soon take place. Right off the bat 
we have a concern. How can John say this would be soon when it has been about 2,000 years 
since then? This statement contributes to the Preterist view that tries to explain all of the 
prophecies of Revelation in terms of things that have already happened in history. Since one 
cannot hold to this view throughout the entire book with consistency and without making it 
mostly allegorical, I think we need a different answer. My own explanation is that the 
sequence of events described in Revelation is largely chronological and that some of the 
things described did indeed get set in motion in John’s day. The age in question began soon 
after John’s writing, but it is not yet completed. It’s longer than people thought it would be. 
Revelation shows how it would develop and how it will end. 
 
John’s Vision 
 
John then continues the introduction by getting a bit excited about what Jesus has done for 
us. He is very clear about Jesus’ divinity and he oozes with hope about the day He returns 
and everyone recognizes Him for who He is. 
 
Then John begins to describe the vision he received while on the island of Patmos. He hears a 
voice telling him to write down everything he is about to see and to distribute it to seven 
specific churches. Scholars agree that the number seven indicates completeness, so this 
number signifies that in a larger sense the words are for the entire Church.  
 
John sees the speaker and describes him in great detail, but it is not until verse 18 that we 
can definitely identify Him as Jesus, “the living one… I died, and behold I am alive 
forevermore…” Let’s take a look at the description of Jesus: 
 

I saw…one like a son of man, clothes with a long robe and with a golden sash around his 
chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze refined in a furnace, and his voice was like 
the roar of many waters.  Revelation 1:13-15 
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Daniel describes his vision of the Ancient of Days this way: 
 

As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its 
wheels were burning fire.  Daniel 7:9 

 
Same thing! Now take a look at a man who appeared once to Daniel:  
 

I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold 
from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of 
lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, 
and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude.  Daniel 10:5-6 

 
Surely John was familiar with Daniel’s descriptions. Let’s just say that he could have used 
different similes or changed up the order if he wasn’t intending to make the connection 
between Jesus and this appearance in Daniel! Do not be alarmed by the fact that God the Son 
could be delayed by the Prince of Persia for 21 days, if in fact that’s who this is talking about. 
He was going into enemy territory, and we simply aren’t told what was involved with that and 
what kinds of limitations God may have temporarily placed on Himself when He disinherited 
the nations. I believe that John made his description match so closely with Daniel’s in part to 
show that God is about to reclaim the nations for Himself.  
 
It is highly significant that Jesus is the one who is in possession of the keys of Death and 
Hades in 1:18! Keys let people in or keep them out. By His resurrection, Jesus demonstrated 
that He could set people free from death. 
 
We’re not going to be able to take the time to address every strange detail in the entire book, 
such as the seven lampstands and seven stars, but in this case their meanings are known 
because the interpretation is given in verse 20: the stars are the angels of the seven churches 
and the lampstands are the seven churches themselves. As for how each church came to be 
assigned to an angel, we’re left with more questions! 
 
 
Revelation 2 and 3  
 
John doesn’t give an explanation of the angels of the seven churches, so it’s reasonable to 
conclude that his audience would know what he was referring to. It’s possible (but not likely 
in my opinion) that these angels were the human leaders of the churches. The other 
possibility is that they are elohim somehow assigned to the churches.3 In any case, we should 

 
3 “Since the Greek word translated “angels” (angeloi) is used to describe human messengers (Mal 2:7; 3:1; Matt 
11:10; Luke 7:24; 9:52; Jas 2:25), it may here represent the leaders or pastors of the seven churches. However, 
the term is never used with regard to church leadership. These angeloi may alternatively be angelic figures, which 
is the most widely attested usage of the word. Given John’s heavy dependence on the book of Daniel throughout 
his work and the prominence of patron angels in the Second Temple period (see Dan 10:13 and note; chaps. 20; 
12:1), these angeloi are likely angelic representatives of the churches. The seven spirits of v. 4 may refer to these 
seven angels (see v. 4 and note). This would introduce a divine council scene in the beginning of the book, similar 
to that found in Job 1.” Barry, J. D., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Mangum, D., & Whitehead, M. M. (2012). Faithlife 
Study Bible (Re 1:20). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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notice that these are the ones to whom the following letters are addressed. In some way, the 
angels share a measure of responsibility for the condition of the churches to whom Jesus is 
speaking. 
 
The seven churches were actual churches that existed during John’s time, and they are listed 
in the order that a courier would encounter them while delivering the messages in what is 
now modern-day Turkey. Scholars have differing opinions about what the churches may 
represent. Opinions include: 
 

• The letters are intended for the people of these particular churches in that particular 
time to encourage and warn them, as specified within each letter. 

 
• The churches describe different spiritual conditions of local churches since the time of 

Christ (some are lukewarm, some have lost their first love, some are faithful, etc.).   
 

• They describe the spiritual conditions of individual believers.  
 

• You can trace the historical progression of the Church since it began and show how 
each letter describes a predominant characteristic of the Church at seven progressive 
stages throughout Church history. (For example, the early Church was characterized 
by patient endurance, while the latter-time church that we now live in is characterized 
by the lukewarm description of Laodicea.)   

 
I don’t see any reason to have to choose between these options. The face-value 
interpretation should not be disregarded (these were letters to actual historical churches), but 
all of these other explanations could be true, too.4 If God was displeased with believers in 
Thyatira, for example, and He tells us exactly what He’s unhappy about, then we can certainly 
conclude that He would be displeased with us or with our local church if we do those same 
things. Again, the fact that there are seven churches (which indicates completion) does lend 
support to the idea that the application extends to the whole Church.  
 
Another reason to make a broader application is that the things that are promised to 
overcomers are things that would certainly not be isolated to the members of that particular 
congregation. (For example, it is not just the believers from Smyrna who will not be hurt by 
the second death. This is clearly true of all believers, based on other Scriptures.) These 
promises to “the one who conquers” (or overcomes) are astounding. They should grip our 
imaginations and get us excited! It would have been enough to be saved from hell, but He 
piles on gift after profound gift. 
 
 
 

 
4 The one that is most debatable is whether the Church Age has followed the progression of 
descriptions from Ephesus to Laodicea. I’m not sure such a generalization is helpful because the 
periods of Church history cannot be clearly defined in this way. Besides that, the view seems to only 
consider the Western Church while disregarding the other parts of the world. Another reason I don’t 
care for it is that it lends an almost fatalistic attitude to those who consider themselves to be in the final 
Laodicean church—as if we should just expect the Church to be lukewarm because that’s the final 
stage. Let’s not be lukewarm! 
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Promises from Jesus to the one who conquers: 
 

• I will grant him to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. Revelation 2:7 
(See Genesis 2:9) 

 
• He will not be hurt by the second death. Revelation 2:11 

 
• I will give him some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a 

new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it. 
Revelation 2:17 (See Isaiah 62:2) 

 
• I will give him authority over the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. 

Revelation 2:26-27 (See Psalm 2:9) 
 

• I will give him the morning star. Revelation 2:28 
 

• He will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the 
book of life. Revelation 3:5 

 
• I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. Revelation 3:5 

 
• I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will 

write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 
Revelation 3:12 (See 1 Kings 7:21) 

 
• I will grant him to sit with me on my throne. Revelation 3:21 (See Zechariah 6:12-13) 

 
Sometimes people avoid Revelation because of the uncertainty of the unfulfilled parts, but we 
would do well to recognize that these letters reveal Jesus’ heart toward us in a much fuller 
sense than the Gospels do, with the exception of John 17 (in which Jesus prays for His 
disciples and future believers). Sometimes I hope He is thinking of me and my church when I 
read a phrase, and in the next moment I hope He is not! It is motivating toward 
righteousness when we think in terms of wanting to please our Savior in order to return His 
affection. 
 
 
Chronological or Not? 
 
One of the fundamental differences in the way people interpret the book of Revelation 
involves whether they believe it to be chronological or not. Does one event flow into the next 
in sequential order, or do certain sections overlap? 
 
I believe Revelation is basically chronological once we get to chapter 4, with a couple of 
exceptions, which I will explain as we go. 
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Revelation 4 
 
Chapter 4 opens up with John’s view of the throne room of God.  
 
His vision begins in much the same way as Ezekiel’s did: 
 

…The heavens were opened and I saw visions of God.  Ezekiel 1:1 
 
After this, I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven!   
Revelation 4:1 

 
He does his best to describe the remarkable sight of God sitting on His throne and he sounds 
a lot like others who have had such visions before him. Look at the other descriptions first, 
then compare to John’s: 
 

I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the 
temple. Above him stood the seraphim…And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the 
voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.   Isaiah 6:1, 4 
 
And above the expanse over their heads [the living creatures] there was the likeness of a 
throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of the throne was a 
likeness with a human appearance. And upward from what had the appearance of his waist 
I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And 
downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance of 
fire, and there was brightness around him. Like the appearance of the bow that is in the 
cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around.   
Ezekiel 1:26-28 
 
As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was 
white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its 
wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand 
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him…   
Daniel 7:9-10 
 
At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the 
throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the 
throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. Around the throne were 
twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders clothed in white 
garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, 
and rumblings and peals of thunder… Revelation 4:2-5 

 
John sees four living creatures that are “full of eyes,” each of which looks like either a lion, an 
ox, a man, or an eagle. Commentators have suggested many different possibilities about what 
these things signify, from the diversity of the animal kingdom to the four primary seasonal 
constellations, but the basic conclusion is that God’s glory and power transcend the entirety of 
the created order. These creatures continually give glory and thanks to God. 
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All of the elders (possibly representing all people, 12 indicating Old Testament Israelite 
believers and 12 representing the New Testament Church) cast their crowns before the 
throne, expressing their submission. They make an important declaration in verse 11: 
 

“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” Revelation 4:11 

 
In the next chapter, we will see that a new song begins to be sung, which implies that this 
declaration here can also be considered a song. It’s the song of how the human properly 
relates to the Creator. “You are worthy of worship, God, because you made all things, 
including us.” 
 
 
Revelation 5 
 
The fact that God is proclaimed to be so worthy makes the beginning of chapter 5 rather 
confusing.   
 
We see God holding a scroll that has seven seals on it, and then an angel asks, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?”  We expect someone to say “Jesus,” but 
instead John starts weeping because nobody can be found who is worthy to open it.   
 
In fact, nobody is found in heaven or on earth or under the earth. Up to that point, this 
particular scroll could not have been opened because the crucified, risen Christ had not yet 
finished his work and returned to the throne room.  
 
I believe that John’s vision transported him back in time a little while so that he could witness 
the transfer that took place in Heaven between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant.   
 
This is different from most interpretations, which usually place this part of John’s vision in the 
future. It will certainly move forward into what is yet future to us, but I believe Revelation is 
showing us the entire Church Age and not just the tail end of it. This is why God said this 
book is about the things that are “soon to take place.” 
 
John is then told to weep no more because Jesus has conquered and is qualified to open the 
scroll. Then a Lamb appears in heaven, looking as though it had been slain. Jesus arrives in 
the actual Temple of God in Heaven to present Himself as the ultimate sacrifice. Immediately, 
everybody starts to sing a new song about what He has just done: 
 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.” Revelation 5:9-10   

 
A new song in Revelation indicates a new covenant—a new way of relating to God, based on 
something He has initiated. Before, the people related to God as Creator. Now they can also 
relate to Him as Redeemer. Multitudes of angels join in after that to join their voices in praise 
to the Lamb. 
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Revelation 6 
 
The very next thing that happens after this worship interlude is that the Lamb starts to open 
the Seals.5   
 
There is no indication that the opening of the Seals corresponds with the onset of the 
Tribulation.  There doesn’t seem to be a time gap at all. The failure to mention it does not 
prove there is not one, since there is often an unidentified time gap in prophecy. Yet I simply 
point out that the traditional view is based on something that is not in the text. 
 
The traditional Pre-trib view says that the Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls all take place during 
the Tribulation (after the Rapture) because the Church is not destined to experience God’s 
wrath. I agree that the Church will not experience God’s wrath, but I also agree with the Mid-
trib/Pre-Wrath observation that the first five Seals do not appear to be God’s wrath. They are 
things that people are doing to other people. Just because they are part of a group of 
prophesied negative events that are described in Revelation does not mean that they are part 
of the wrath of God. In fact, the sixth Seal is very specifically identified as the coming of the 
great day of the wrath of the Lamb, which can be taken logically to mean that the things 
before it were not yet the wrath of God.   
 
The Four Riders 
 
The first four Seals are each pictured as a rider on a different colored horse:6 
 
White: A rider with a bow, who is given a crown (the power to rule), and is conquering 
people. But he does not seem to be using military means to conquer, since he doesn’t have 
the customary sword — or even arrows for his bow.  
 
Red: The rider takes peace from the earth; people slay each other. He gets a great sword, 
which is associated with war. 
 
Black: Economic imbalance; it costs a days’ wages to feed one person. 
 
Pale (green): Death and Hades are given authority over a fourth of the earth to kill them 
through war, famine, disease, or wild beasts. 
 
Any number of predictions have been offered about what these riders represent. The 
traditional Pre-Trib belief is that the white rider indicates the time when the antichrist is 
released onto the scene, and then the red, black, and green riders are each associated with 
an event that will happen during the Tribulation (a war, an economic collapse, and a plague 
of some kind). While I think it’s possible that the Seals will be fulfilled in this way also, I think 
we should consider what may be happening here in light of the possibility that Jesus began to 

 
5 I choose to capitalize “Seals,” “Trumpets,” and “Bowls” to distinguish these as specific groups of 
events that are distinct from any other mention of the nouns. 

6 Zechariah 6 reports a similar vision of four different colored horses. Unlike the horsemen of Revelation 
6, who are sent out to conquer, incite war, and inflict disease, Zechariah’s horsemen are patrolling the 
earth at a time of apparent peace. 
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open the Seals and the riders were released shortly after His ascension.7 I find it likely that 
these horsemen (and the fifth Seal) correspond to the birth pains that Jesus mentioned would 
lead up to the time of His return (Matthew 24). They are increasing in frequency and 
intensity. 
 
The white rider may have come on the scene a short time after Christ when the Gnostic 
religion revived the ideas of Babylon and combined with Christianity to present false religion 
in the name of Christ. In many ways, this combination of Babylon and Christianity describes 
the Roman Catholic system. It is my best guess that this rider represents the effort to conquer 
the world through false religion, or it could be as specific as the false religions that pose in the 
name of Christ. This would roughly correspond to Jesus’ prediction that there would be “many 
who come in my name, saying ‘I am the Christ’ and will lead you astray” (Matthew 24:5). 
Again, we should note that this rider does not conquer in the traditional sense of taking power 
through warfare. He is sent out “conquering, and to conquer” (Revelation 6:2).   The idea in 
the Greek is that he “begins and continues to conquer.” This sounds to me like something 
that happens over an extended period of time. 
 
The red rider represents wars, which have been increasing in frequency and severity up to 
our present decade, as we discussed in a previous lesson. 
 
The black rider indicates the economic disparity that has been increasing between rich and 
poor. All the money is going to the richest people. The top one percent of the world’s 
population now controls at least half of the money.  Eventually it will be all anyone can do just 
to earn enough in a day to be able to eat, even as the rich are preserving their luxuries (oil 
and wine). 
 
The pale rider may represent the domination by powerful nations of what we call the Third 
World, which comprises about a fourth of the population of the earth.  It doesn’t say that 
Death and Hades actually kill a fourth of the people all at once.  It says they were given 
authority to kill a fourth of the people in various ways.  The grip of the prosperous nations on 
those who are poor has been appalling. These oppressed people are susceptible to death by 
violence, famine, disease, and even “wild beasts,” the language of which allows it to include 
malaria mosquitos and microscopic pathogens.8 
 
The Fifth Seal 
 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?”  Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a 
little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be 
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.  Revelation 6:9-11 

 
7 Credit for these ideas goes to: Lowe, David. Then His Voice Shook the Earth. Seismos Publishing, 
2006. 

8 “May also refer to any kind of beast including the tame species.” (Zodhiates, Spiros: The Complete 
Word Study Dictionary) According to Thayer, the word is diminutive, indicating “little beast.”  (Thayer’s 
Greek Lexicon). 
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It says they were slain for their witness, a phenomenon that has been happening to Christians 
since Stephen was martyred. The martyrs seem to have an attitude of impatience, as if 
they’ve been waiting a long time.  
 
They are asking for their blood to be avenged. In Deuteronomy 21, there was a special 
ceremony that was to take place if someone came across the body of a murdered person and 
nobody knew who had committed the crime.  The leaders had to take a bull down to a 
running stream and sacrifice it, specifically to cleanse the land of the blood of the innocent. 
Apparently, the shedding of innocent blood is very serious to God, since He connects it to the 
actual defiling of the earth. This is why we hear these martyrs crying out for their blood to be 
avenged. We will see in later chapters that God will do this avenging through various plagues 
that involve blood.  
 
I don’t think the souls of these martyrs are actually confined into a particular space in Heaven 
feeling miserable for all of these years. I believe their act of crying out is similar to the way 
Abel’s blood cried out to God from the ground in Genesis 4:10. It’s a symbolic way of saying 
that their spilled blood is still unfinished business in God’s eyes.  
 
Yet it’s fascinating that these souls are given white robes, which represent righteousness, just 
prior to the lengthy description of the sixth Seal. Souls cannot wear robes. I see this as 
pointing to the resurrection of the dead that is about to occur in conjunction with the opening 
of the sixth Seal. The dead are about to get new bodies on which they will put those robes! 
 
The Sixth Seal 
 
Each of the other seals received one to three verses of description, but the sixth Seal and its 
aftermath receive a chapter and a half of description. 
 

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the 
sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell 
to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished 
like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its 
place.  
 
Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of 
the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of 
him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their 
wrath has come, and who can stand?”  Revelation 6:12-17 

 
Unlike the first five Seals that may have been open since Christ’s ascension and seem to be 
increasing in frequency and intensity, the sixth Seal is clearly one event that happens at a 
certain time. It involves a massive earthquake and several things happening in the sky. In 
response, every single person on earth (no exceptions—every person fits into at least one of 
the categories mentioned) cries out for the mountains and rocks to fall on them because they 
are being shown the face of the One on the throne and they are terrified. I believe the 
Rapture must immediately precede, or even set off this event because this would not be the 
reaction of believers when encountering the face of Him who sits on the throne. We can stand 
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because of Christ’s righteousness imparted to us, so we would not be cowering in fear and 
dread. 
 
When Jesus rose from the dead (and other people rose from the dead with him), there was a 
great earthquake. In Revelation 11, when the two witnesses are resurrected and ascend to 
heaven, there is a great earthquake.  It seems that when people get resurrected bodies, it 
correlates with a physical phemonenon. Compound that by millions, and this could be the 
physical cause of such a violent earthquake!9 
 
Others believe this text is describing a polar shift or crustal displacement, which has been 
theorized about and may have happened historically.10 If the south pole of the earth were to 
rapidly swing upwards, or if the entire crust of the earth moved violently so that the current 
equator ended up somewhere totally different, it would look from earth like the stars were 
falling from the sky.  This would also account for the earthquake and the moving of the 
mountains and islands, as well as unimaginable tidal waves.   
 
As we’ve seen, stars can represent angels (Revelation 1:20), so it’s possible that when it says 
the stars fell to the earth like figs shaken from a tree, John was actually seeing sinful angels 
(elohim) being displaced from Heaven and cast down to Earth. We’ll look more at this 
fascinating possibility later on in the book, but for now keep in mind that if the Rapture is 
happening here, the space around the throne of God just got filled up with people! I do not 
personally feel a need to choose between the possible interpretations. When it comes to 
things that have not happened yet, I prefer to collect valid possibilities and hold them loosely.  
 
It’s interesting to wonder about the physical mechanisms God might use to bring about the 
conditions of the sixth Seal because it helps us realize that this is going to happen in our real 
world, possibly to people we know. It makes it seem less fictional and far-off. But no matter 
what is actually happening from a scientific standpoint, the people of Earth seem to know that 
this event is a judgment from God. They are terrified because they know that the great day of 
His wrath has come.  
 
The moon is an interesting clue about the timing of the sixth Seal. Verse 12 says it is full, or 
at least fully visible. If this is literal, the red color could mean that this happens at the time of 
a lunar eclipse or from a reflection of fires on the face of the earth. If it’s simply figurative 
language (which is always possible—even likely—in prophecy), it just means it’s really bad 
and it’s a time of great destruction. There is only one other place that this idea of the “moon 
turning to blood” shows up in the Bible.  Joel 2:31-32 seems to describe the exact same event 
that happens with the opening of the sixth Seal:   
 

The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome 
day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 

 
9 See Lowe, David. Then His Voice Shook the Earth. Seismos Publishing, 2006, for a harmonization of 
the Gospel accounts that leads to the conclusion that an earthquake happened at Jesus’ resurrection, 
and for scientific discussion about what may be happening when a body is physically brought to life. 

10 For a brief explanation of the theories on pole shifts without the hype of impending disaster, see 
“Pole Shifts.” August 2012. Poleshift website. http://poleshift.com/ 
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escape, as the Lord has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.  
Joel 2:31-32 

 
This passage connects the sixth Seal of Revelation to the onset of the Day of the Lord, since 
this catastrophe and the blood-red moon are both said to happen just prior to the Day of the 
Lord (or of His wrath).   
 
If the Rapture follows the pattern of Lot’s rescue from Sodom and Gomorrah, then it works 
perfectly that the Church would be removed just prior to the onset of God’s move to avenge 
the earth. I think the “calling on the name of the Lord” described in Joel has happened 
previously in believers’ lives, since nobody is calling on the name of the Lord for rescue during 
the sixth Seal event. But there are also “survivors who will be called by God,” which fits our 
understanding that people will still come to Christ during the Tribulation. Because Joel is so 
specific about Mount Zion and Jerusalem, we should expect that he is talking about physical 
Israel here—some of whom will be saved beforehand and thus “escape” the Day of the Lord, 
and some who did not previously believe but will receive a special calling immediately after 
the Rapture. 
 
To clarify, this is what I propose will happen in conjunction with the sixth Seal if the passage 
is to be taken quite literally: Believers get new bodies and are Raptured, which causes or 
coincides with a violent earthquake, along with a possible polar or crustal shift. All the 
destruction could easily raise a cloud of dust and smoke or set off volcanoes to block the 
sun—or the darkness could come as a result of the earth flipping over (where it was 
previously light, it’s now dark). The official Day of the Lord immediately follows, which is a 
longer period of time, rather than a literal 24-hour day. 
 
Revelation 7 
 
The next thing we see in Revelation is the 144,000 ethnic Israelites being sealed—just as Joel 
told us that there will be those whom the Lord calls.  
 
They are clearly physical Israelites, since they are called “sons of Israel,” not “the seed of 
Abraham” (which could be taken as a spiritual description). It is likely that their role is to 
teach that “the Kingdom of God is at hand.” It seems that God chooses new ambassadors 
now that His Church has been removed.  
 
These individuals are chosen from each of the twelve tribes of Israel, although there are a 
few interesting things about the list. Remember that there was no tribe named “Joseph,” but 
instead his double portion of Israel as the firstborn was divided among his two sons: Ephraim 
and Manasseh.11 This would have made thirteen tribes, but Levi was not given a land 
inheritance because they were the priests and were distributed into cities within the other 
tribes. So now we’re back to twelve. But in the list given in Revelation 7, we see both Levi and 
Joseph, plus Manasseh! To make twelve, two names are left out: Dan and Ephraim. Ephraim 
is probably covered by the name “Joseph,”12 and there are differing opinions about whether 

 
11 Reuben forfeited his rights as the firstborn when he slept with his father’s concubine. Joseph’s two 
sons were considered to be Jacob’s own sons (Genesis 48:5), so one-sixth of the land went to 
Joseph’s descendants—a double portion. 

12 Ezekiel 37:16 interchanges the names of Ephraim and Joseph. 



Choose You This Day  Lesson 20: The Already 
 
 

 
 
 

500 

Dan is left off because of their idolatry or just to keep the list to an even twelve.13 
 
These 144,000 Israelites are sealed on their foreheads in what appears to be a gesture that 
offers protection for them, since God’s judgment is held back until the sealing is complete. We 
see a similar protective sealing from God’s judgment in Ezekiel: 
 

Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it rested to the 
threshold of the house. And he called to the man clothed in linen, who had the writing case 
at his waist. And the Lord said to him, “Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a 
mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are 
committed in it.” And to the others he said in my hearing, “Pass through the city after him, 
and strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you shall show no pity. Kill old men outright, young 
men and maidens, little children and women, but touch no one on whom is the mark. And 
begin at my sanctuary.” So they began with the elders who were before the house.  Ezekiel 
9:3-6  

 
The scene of John’s vision then switches to Heaven, where we get a glimpse of the newly-
raptured Church! 
 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
 
And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be 
to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  Revelation 7:9-12 

 
They’re wearing white robes and crying out in amazement about their Salvation! Then all 
these other creatures start worshipping God for what He has done, now that the mystery that 
was hidden for long ages past—the Church, created as God’s Dwelling Place—is revealed in all 
her glory for the first time.  
 
Remember that John had no previous revelation given to him about the Rapture that we know 
of, so it’s no wonder that he was bewildered by the appearance of this vast group of people.  
 
The next verses contain the reason it is commonly taught that this group is made up of 
Tribulation martyrs instead of referring to the Church: 
 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 
from where have they come?”  I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are 
the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.”  Revelation 7:13-14 

 
13 In Deuteronomy 33, Moses includes a blessing to Levi and then drops Simeon to keep the list to twelve, so this is 
not unheard of. While it is interesting to consider how the tribe of Dan left their allotted inheritance and moved into 
the territory of God’s enemies, speculation about why they are not mentioned here has led to many unsupportable 
assertions, such the claim that the antichrist or false prophet will come from Dan. 
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There are a few reasons why I do not believe these are Tribulation martyrs:  
 

• The word “out of” in Greek (ek) is a very common preposition that is often translated 
“from.” If they are coming from (or away from, or out from) tribulation, it could be 
just like Lot being rescued away from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
English words “out of” found in nearly all translations tend to make us think “out of 
the middle of,” but there is no reason that the elder could not be identifying people 
who have come on the scene at the same time that cataclysm was falling upon the 
Earth. And we should not assume that the phrase “great tribulation” here refers to a 
specific three and a half years just prior to the Second Coming. The events of the sixth 
Seal could certainly be described as great tribulation no matter where they land. 

 
• The multitude is so large that no one can number it.  It sounds a lot more like the 

assembled Church from the last 2,000 years than the relatively smaller number of 
people who will be willing to give up their lives instead of worshipping the antichrist. 

 
• The chronology here fits with what we just saw about there being no believers on 

Earth as the sixth Seal develops. The next sequence of events to come will be the 
Trumpet judgments, through which God begins to avenge the blood of the martyrs.  It 
does not fit the idea that these are the antichrist’s victims if we’re taking Revelation 
sequentially because his persecution is not even mentioned for several more chapters. 

 
 
Even though this is a rather recent understanding of Rapture timing, I think it may be that 
God has revealed this to His people as the events get closer.14   
 
Pause for a moment and revel at the beauty of these verses: 
 

Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and 
he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb 
in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living 
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  Revelation 7:15-17 

 
Can you imagine what it will be like to be there, free of our sin natures and knowing that the 
constant struggle is over? Have you ever thought about what will this be like for Jesus, seeing 
His long-promised Bride gathered together as one for the very first time? Even as we stand 
there rejoicing in our rescue, I want to be watching His face and delighting to see Him receive 
what He has wanted for so long! 
 
 
Two Wars First? 
 
It’s always a good idea to go back to the Old Testament to find the texts that John was either 

 
14 This synthesis of the Pre-trib position with the Sixth Seal Rapture first came to my attention through 
this book: Goodgame, Peter. Red Moon Rising: The Rapture and the Timing of the Apocalypse. Xulon 
Press, 2005. 
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quoting or alluding to. When we see a passage that has very similar wording, we wonder if it 
may be about the same event. And because we’re suspecting that the Rapture corresponds 
with the Sixth Seal, it’s particularly interesting and relevant to explore whether there may be 
other recognizable events going on in the world leading up to this time.  
 
One possibility that has been discussed in prophecy circles in recent years is the idea that the 
Sixth Seal will be immediately preceded by two military conflicts involving Israel. The first 
would involve the nations immediately surrounding her and includes the complete destruction 
of Damascus, while the second would be a coalition of nations a little further out.15 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Although I see evidence both for and against this interpretation, I think it is worth considering 
as a possibility, since it is so specific that we can’t miss it if it happens. Because I believe you 
will come across this idea online if you start studying prophecy, I would like to raise two 
questions: 
 

• Does this mean we should be excited if/when Damascus gets destroyed because it 
means Gog-Magog and the Rapture may be near? 

 
• Does this mean Jesus can’t return until sometime after we see Damascus destroyed? 

 
When we phrase the first question this way, hopefully it becomes obvious that we have 
become imbalanced if we rejoice over the destruction of a city full of people. Once again, we 
must hold in tension the fact that our rescue will mean judgment for the rest of the world. I 
certainly look forward to the Rapture and feel a sense of anticipation when things happen that 
cause me to believe it is near. I don’t want to dampen anyone’s enthusiasm for what it will be 
like to meet our Lord and experience our long-awaited Resurrection! The thing that personally 
helps me to hold it in balance is to direct my mind to think more in terms of God working out 
His perfect plan for His sake, rather than how nice it would be to escape from the things I’m 
unhappy with in my own life. It’s not wrong to desire rescue; after all, we were not designed 
for broken world so we ought to feel a longing for something more. But when I consider how 
patient and merciful God has been so that many could come to repentance, I imagine how it 
will be for Him to finally reveal Himself fully and have every knee bow to Him. I trust that He 
knows best whether today is a day for mercy or for wrath, and as each day ends I am 
thankful for another day of mercy. This is why, even though the destruction of Damascus is 
the first domino to fall in the scenario that is presented as a possibility, I do not have a sense 
of eagerness for it to happen. I want it to happen exactly when it suits God’s purposes, not 
my own. If it had happened too soon, we never would have seen the flood of Muslims coming 
to Christ through dreams and visions that has been taking place in recent years! 
 
As for the second question about whether Jesus can’t return until Damascus is destroyed, the 
answer is “no.” Although it has been suggested that the destruction of Damascus (with the 
associated military conflict) may set the stage for a larger coalition of nations to come against 
Israel and that the description of this Gog-Magog conflict contains language that matches that 

 
15 See the Supplemental Notes for Lesson 20 for specifics! 



Choose You This Day  Lesson 20: The Already 
 
 

 
 
 

503 

of the sixth Seal of Revelation, this does NOT mean that Jesus can’t return before all that. He 
can do what He wants. If He comes first, these ideas were not the right way to connect the 
dots. I believe the scenario is plausible, but not infallible. It’s the view that reconciles various 
passages with the fewest conflicting details, in my opinion. But Paul clearly commended the 
Thessalonians for their sense of expectation of the return of Christ, and I wouldn’t want any 
of us to lose sight of that because we’ve decided it can’t happen until a certain sequence of 
events happens first. 
 

For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.  1 
Thessalonians 1:9-10 

 
As we pick up our study of Revelation in chapter 8 next time, we will continue to be sobered 
and awed by the wrath of God, which He will pour out with justice on the Earth. We will also 
rejoice to see Him methodically accomplishing each detail as He takes charge of what 
rightfully belongs to Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


