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Roman Catholicism 
 

II. SALVATION [1127-1129] 
 
 The salvation of an individual is a process, which can be expressed as the impartation of God’s 

righteousness – God’s sanctifying grace.  Salvation is attained by cooperating with grace 
through faith, good works, and participation in the sacraments. [183, 1129, 1815, 2002]  

 
 Salvation is not viewed as a standing, which has been completely obtained, but rather it is an 

always-progressive state moving toward an end. 
 
 Justification by faith in Jesus Christ is the idea of being brought into a position from which 

salvation can be completed. 
 
 Commonly cited proof text:  Php 3:12 
 
THE FOLLOWING ARE NECESSARY FOR SALVATION: 
 
  Faith in Jesus Christ (Christ’s sacrifice for sins) 
  Baptism [1257] 
  Penance for Sin [980] 
  Propitiatory Sacrifice of Mass (Eucharist) [1392, 1405] 
  Good Works in Christ [2010] 
 
Christ’s Sacrifice For Sin [Tied to Sacrifice of the Mass] 
 

Faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ for the forgiveness of sin is absolutely necessary for 
salvation. 
 
Further, there remains additional purification/punishment via Purgatory, by essentially all those 
who die and are heaven-bound. [1030, 1031, 1472, 1473] 
 
“… it is sufficiently clear that there is a Purgatory after this life.  For if the debt of punishment 
is not paid in full after the stain of sin has been washed away by contrition, nor again are venial 
sins always removed when mortal sins are remitted, and if justice demands that sin be set in 
order by due punishment, it follows that one who after contrition for his fault and after being 
absolved, dies before making due satisfaction, is punished after this life.”  See Thomas 
Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Apx 2., Art 1. 
 
“[purgatory is] a state of temporary punishment for those who, departing this life in the grace of 
God, are not entirely free from venial sins or have not yet fully paid the satisfaction due to their 
transgression.”  Joseph Pohle, The Catholic Doctrine of the Last Things: A Dogmatic Treatise, 
1917, p. 18. 
 
 Commonly cited proof text:  2Macc 12:46; Col 1:24 
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Roman Catholicism 
 

Baptism  [1213-1274] 
 
The initial means of justification [1254, 1262-1274] (Necessary for the removal of Original Sin). 
 
Spoken of in three ways: 
  Baptism 
  Baptism of desire [1259, 1260] 
  Baptism of blood [1258] 
 
Unbaptized infants who die: limbus infantium (Limbo)  This is not formally taught by the 
Catechism, but widely held and taught by the Roman Catholic Church. [1261] 

 
 
Penance For Sin  [976-980, 1422-1449] 

 
 Mat 3:2 “repent”  “metanoie” Gr. (a reversal of thinking) 
  Vulgate: “penitentium agite” Lt. (to punish past sins by exercising penance) 
  Douay: “do penance” 
 
This doctrine is tied closely to that of priestly absolution [1448] 
Commonly cited proof texts:  
  Mat 9:2-6  Christ verbally forgiving sins 
  John 20:23  This “same authority” given to the apostles 
 
The following is necessary before the penance and absolution is effectual: [1450-1470] 
 1) a full confession of sins is made 
 2) there is a firm resolve not to sin again 
 3) the priest gives the words of absolution 
 4) the priest has the intention of performing a valid sacrament 
 5) the prescribed penance is completed 
 
Venial Sin vs. Mortal Sin ( 1John 5:16) 

 
 
Good Works In Christ  [2006-2011] 

 
Good works play an active, necessary role in an individual’s salvation 
Commonly cited proof texts:  Php 2:12 
 “… and work for your salvation in fear and trembling …” (JB) [Changed in NAB] 
 “… continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling ...” (ESV/NIV) 
 
 Jam 2:14-24  justification is not by faith alone 
 Tobit 12:8-9  “… Almsgiving saves from death and purges every kind of sin …” 
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Evangelical Protestantism 
 

II. SALVATION  
 
 The salvation of an individual is a one time event, not a process.  It is the divine act of 

“justification” wholly enabled by God’s grace.  Sacraments (ordinances) play no role.  Salvation 
is the permanent gift given to the individual who personally accepts (appropriates), on the basis 
of faith, Christ’s atoning sacrifice for his/her sin.  Rom 3:24-26 

 
 Justification is an act of God whereby he declares an individual to be righteous, having the 

righteousness of Christ.  
 
 Salvation is viewed as a standing, which has been completely obtained.  The ongoing process 

whereby one matures in Christlikeness is referred  to as ‘sanctification,’ otherwise stated, the 
process of being ‘set apart for sacred use.’  See  John 17:17-19. 
 
 

How we Understand God, Our Condition, The Remedy – The Gospel and Our 
Response 

 
God 

 
 God is Holy,  Lev 11:44; Isa 6:1-5; 1John 1:5; Rev 4:8 
 He is perfect, without sin, wholly righteous 
 
 God is Just,  1John 1:9; Rom 3:26; 2Thes 1:6 
 
 God loves man so, that he desires no one to perish,  2Pet 3:9; Eze 18:23 
 

Our Condition 
 
 Man is created in the Image of God,  Gen 1:27 
 
 Man was created to live in fellowship with God,  Gen 1:26; 2:15-17 
 
 Man is fallen, first in Adam (imputed) and then all personally 
  Rom 5:12 Through Adam, death came to all men, because all sinned 
  Rom 3:23 All men and women are sinners alike, falling short of God’s glory 
  Rom 6:23a Sin has earned us death (just one will do) 
  Jam 2:10 One sin and all sins are the same: Guilty before a holy God 
 
 Sin renders us all to a standing and state of guilt and shame before God and separation from 
God.  In this we are all the same. 
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Evangelical Protestantism 
 
The Remedy – The Gospel 

 
 God takes the initiative and provides the payment for Life 
  Rom 5:8  For God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.  
  John 3:16a  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son …” 
 
 Salvation is Life in Christ, requiring a spiritual birth that is gifted as a result of faith 
  John 3:3 “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” 
  John 3:16b “that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 
  John 5:24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” 
  John 6:47 “I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life.” 
 
 Salvation is a gift of grace we receive by faith alone – no works involved 

  Eph 2:8,9  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast. 

  Rom 11:6  And if by grace, then it is no longer by works; if it were, grace would no 
longer be grace. (The biblical condition of grace) 

 
 The gift is one of complete forgiveness 
  Col 2:13,14  When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful 

nature, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the 
written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he 
took it away, nailing it to the cross. 

  Rom 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
 
 

Our Response 
This is where good works kick in 
  Eph 2:10  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.  
  Rom 12:1  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 

as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of worship. 
 

So What Do We Do With  Jam 2:14-26? 
We agree!  Faith without works is dead faith.  Such a state is wholly unbiblical and suggests that 
the faith in question is no faith at all.  In such a case God recommends that we check our faith, see 
 2Cor 13:5 

 
The tree bears fruit because it is alive, it does not bear fruit to gain life. 

 


