
#38: SPREAD, (ROMANS 15:7-13)
I’m always fascinated by movements throughout history that were intended for an
original audience, but then exploded beyond that audience to impact cultures, or even
the world.

Take, for instance, the Civil Rights movement.

On December 1, 1955, the modern civil rights movement essentially began when Rosa
Parks, an African-American woman, was arrested for refusing to move to the back of
the bus in Montgomery, Alabama. A new minister in town, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
organized a bus boycott by the community, which eventually led to the desegregation of
the bus line and launched protests across the South.1

Rosa, according to some sources, was strategically chosen by her social activist peers
to be the person that could make an impact. But do you think she ever would’ve
imagined that eventually, laws would be changed in America because of what she
simply wanted to do for the black community in Montgomery, Alabama? She could’ve
hoped for the same but I’m sure she couldn’t imagine the far reaching impact of what
she did locally for her people.

1 https://www.pbs.org/johngardner/chapters/4b.html
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In mid-1959, musician, songwriter, and producer Berry Gordy purchased a photography
studio at 2648 West Grand Boulevard and converted the main floor into a recording
studio and office space. By the end of 1966, Motown Records would occupy seven
neighboring houses, would have hired over 450 employees and had a gross income of
$20 million, changing 20th century soul, R&B, and the music industry in general
forever.2

Kurt Cobain and Krist Novoselic met in 1985. Both were fans of The Melvins, and often
hung out at the band's practice space. After a couple of false starts at forming their own
band, the duo recruited drummer Aaron Burckhard, creating the first incarnation of what
would eventually become Nirvana.3 I doubt they thought that seven years later, with
their new drummer Dave Grohl, they would have an album out called “Nevermind”. In
fact, I’m almost sure that they never sought to or expected to be famous, because they
thought that would be selling out. Initially, Nirvana’s record company DGC Records was
hoping to sell 250,000 copies of Nevermind, which was the same level they had
achieved with Sonic Youth's Goo. Instead, the album was certified triple-platinum (three
million copies) in the US less than six months after its release. " Smells Like Teen Spirit"
received heavy airplay on MTV, inspiring a slew of imitators and bringing the grunge
sound into the mainstream. The popularity of alternative rock, as well as the sidelining
of hair metal, is often credited to Nevermind. In January of 1992, the album reached the
top of the Billboard album charts, replacing Michael Jackson's album Dangerous, an act
often considered the defining symbol of the rise of alternative music over pop.4

Sometimes things in the underground of culture have a way of impacting the world.
Such is true of the unstoppable, contagious, beautiful mercy and grace of God,
particularly as revealed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ!
This is something Paul alludes to in Romans 15. First he wraps up the whole of Romans
14:1-15:6 in 15:7 when he tells us;

7 Therefore welcome one another, just as Christ also welcomed you, to the glory of God.
(Romans 15:7)

In Rom 15:1, Paul specifically asked the strong Christ followers to bear with the weak
ones; now he urged both groups to accept one another.5 As wide as we could imagine
the gap to be between ourselves and our most disliked enemies, Paul reminded his

5 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:7). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

4 https://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~rwest/wikispeedia/wpcd/wp/n/Nirvana_%2528band%2529.htm
3 https://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~rwest/wikispeedia/wpcd/wp/n/Nirvana_%2528band%2529.htm
2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motown#Beginnings_of_Motown
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readers that there was never a gap wider than the one between us and God. If Christ
welcomed and accepted us when we were weak and ungodly, certainly we could accept
others when they differed from us in much less significant ways.6

Additionally, the goal of interpersonal relationships among Jesus followers was a unified
glorification of God, so therefore Paul concluded his commands with the call for us to
welcome one another (pres. imper., “keep on accepting or receiving one another”).
Significantly this is the same command Paul gave the strong disciples when he opened
this entire discussion (14:1). The Model of acceptance for us, however, is the Lord
Jesus, who accepted us. The Lord received us when were not only “powerless” (5:6, lit.,
“weak”) but also “ungodly” (5:6), “sinners” (5:8), and “enemies” (5:10). Jesus Christ
received us so that we can bring glory to God (lit., “unto glory of God”), which is the
purpose of Christ-Centered unity (15:6).7

With all of this in mind, and the humility that the gospel of Jesus genuinely produces in
us, we therefore are to look outward. We are to look beyond our own individual lives,
families, cliques, and tribalized affiliations to see where the gospel can go. Like the Civil
Rights Movement wasn’t meant for only Montgomery, Motown for Detroit, and Grunge
Rock for the Pacific Northwest, the love of God was not meant to be stifled and stuffed
into Israel’s silo. It was meant to spread out, multiply, and impact the world!

So by application, religious people have to make some friendships with nonreligious
people, and vice versa. God longs to create a community where this synergy is
constantly happening. We get to be a part of it!

Paul goes on;
8 For I say that Christ became a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God’s truth, to
confirm the promises to the fathers, 9 and so that Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written,

Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and I will sing praise to your name.,

10 Again it says, Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people!,

11 And again,

Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
let all the peoples praise him!,

7 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 495). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

6 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.
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12 And again, Isaiah says,

The root of Jesse will appear,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
the Gentiles will hope in him.,

“Christ became a servant of the circumcised on behalf of God’s truth”. “The circumcised”
in the Greek text here was a way of referring to Jews/Israelites in general.8 Jesus was
born a Jew as God’s Messiah for Israel.9 Like modern Civil Rights in Montgomery, like
the Motown sound in Detroit, like grunge in Seattle Washington, the gospel of God’s
radical sacrifice of His Son for the forgiveness of people’s sins was to begin in Israel.

The promises to Israel were “the promises to the fathers”. These were the patriarchs,
the keepers of the early days of God’s covenant promises to His people. Christ was the
fulfillment and culmination of all these promises.

But again, these amazing, revolutionary promises weren’t meant to stay in Israel’s
religious silos. They were meant to explode outward into endless songs of praise.
Additionally, to remind his audience that God had multi-ethnic unity in mind all along,
Paul quoted four Old Testament passages which all preached the same message: God
had always desired for all the peoples to praise him together (15:11).10

Paul started this section by stating, “As it is written” (perf. tense, “it stands written”).
Significantly these quotations were taken from all three divisions of the Old
Testament—“the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44)—and from
three great Jewish heroes: Moses, David, and Isaiah.

The first quotation (Rom. 15:9) was from David’s song of deliverance (2 Sam. 22:50; Ps.
18:49).11

49 Therefore I will give thanks to you among the nations (Gentiles), Lord;
I will sing praises about your name. (Ps 18:49)

11 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 495). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

10 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.

9 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 495). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

8 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:8). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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David spoke this psalm as one who represented Christ, and as we know, Gentiles were
Non-Jewish people. 12 Gentiles were the ones outside the covenant people of God.

In light of all of this, why do followers of Jesus today silo themselves with doctrine,
pride, fear, politics, and other religious silos? The truths of God, the mercy of God, the
forgiveness of God, and the love of God were meant to blow up the walls of the
sanctuary and bleed out into the streets, homes, neighborhoods, and the hearts, minds
and souls of people made in God’s image!

Back in 1999, I had barely made it out of high school, I had tried to go to my first
semester of college at Akron University in Ohio. I went into the semester relatively
sober, but began smoking weed regularly, which for me, which was a real problem. I
was a pothead and psychologically addicted to marijuana. I flunked out of Akron U, not
even finishing the semester. I don’t think I even made it two months into the semester.

I got a job at a local coffee shop in the town I lived called Arabica. I began working there
and making money, continuing to smoke weed all day, get drunk occasionally, and pop
pills. I had a co-worker by the name of Liz Johnson who was my supervisor there. She
had a really great work ethic. She had a fantastic attitude and was wonderful with the
customers. She made wonderful coffee drinks and went above and beyond to serve all
the customers and her coworkers with a big, bright, genuine smile and love just
emanating from her. I was drawn to that love and kindness, as I didn’t have anyone in
my life at that time who exhibited that persona and vibe.

Because of Liz’s example I began to talk to her and open up about my life. She began
telling me about Jesus Christ and that He died for me and loved me, and wanted to give
me hope and joy.

No one had ever told me about this stuff before. It was intriguing. And no matter how
many crazy things I opened up to Liz about, which she made me feel safe to do, she
didn’t make me feel judged or discouraged, she just made me curious about Jesus.

So I showed up at Liz’s Church one day. She had invited me. I had my hair super long
and in a ponytail. I was completely hungover. I think she was pretty shocked that I had
showed up! While there, I made friends with my first Christ following friend Chip, and the
rest is history.

Liz passed away far too young at the age of 47 on January 2nd, 2023, just a week ago.
She had a battle with cancer from a very young age. I couldn’t make it to her funeral
because I had to watch my three daughters while my wife was at work, but I watched
the funeral livestream and wept my eyes out.

12 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:9). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Ro15.9&off=0&ctx=%0a++See+note+on+9:4.%0a~15:9+++A+quotation+f


I wonder if Liz knew that this stoned out, long haired, drop out coffee shop kid would
one day be a pastor. I wonder if she knew I’d one day be blissfully married for eighteen
years, have a master’s degree in theology and be ordained, and be the Dad of three
daughters, just like she was a mom of three.

But you see, Liz praised God amongst a Gentile like me. And my life has never been
the same since because she took that chance, stepped outside of religious comfort and
obeyed God by faith.

Friends, it’s hard work and discouraging being a witness for Jesus Christ in 2023 in
America, but don’t give up! I’m telling you, you never know when that one relationship,
that one conversation, or that one good deed, will plant a seed for eternity in someone’s
life! Be someone’s Liz. It doesn’t have to be a burned out, agnostic drug addict, but it
has to be someone!

Our mission statement is a paraphrase of the great commission, where Jesus said;

18b “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt. 28:18b-20)

We say that our goal as a Church community is to “invite everyone into a lifelong
relationship with Jesus.” Now I want you to take a moment and reflect, and imagine our
mission statement this way:

“Inviting ________ into a lifelong relationship with Jesus.”

Who would you fill in the blank? Would it be an individual’s name? A collection of
individuals? Would it be a certain type of person? I know, because of a combination of
my story, background, interests and past choices, that the Lord has called me to invite
addicts, traumatized people, and creative artists into a lifelong relationship with Jesus.
Also I have plenty of others in my life who don’t fit into any of these three that I get to
journey on discipleship towards Jesus with. Who would you fill in the blank? How does it
relate to your story and life?

As we look back into Romans 15, verse 10, it states; “Again it says, Rejoice, you
Gentiles, with his people!” (Romans 15:10) This quotation was taken from Moses’
valedictory song to the people of Israel in Deut. 32:43.13

We can understand why Moses was exhorting the Gentiles to rejoice with the people of
Israel. Moses was an Israelite who had his life spared from a genocide of Israelite baby

13 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 495). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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boys when he was born. He was raised in Pharaoh’s household in the center of power
in Egypt- the very stronghold which had ordered his infant execution. After living amidst
that privilege he saw an Israelite slave being brutally beaten by an Egyptian
slave-driver, and in anger and confusion killed the Egyptian. He fled Egypt and started a
new life. God called him back to Egypt to be a vessel of His deliverance for the
Israelites. Moses saw many miracles and terrors amidst Pharaoh’s hardness of heart
and continued brutality towards Israelites. Moses watched Pharaoh finally release the
Israelites from Egypt when Pharaoh’s son died as promised by God’s judgment on
Egypt’s first born sons. Moses watched the Red Sea part and the Israelites pass
through on dry land. He watched Pharaoh and his army attempt to re-capture or kill the
Israelites. He watched as the Red Sea swallowed the whole army up.

You could understand why Moses would exhort those outside Israel to rejoice in the
God of the people of Israel along with the people of Israel!

And God exhorts those outside of the Church to believe in His Son Jesus Christ, and to
come and be a part of the community of the people of God! The Motown sound wasn’t
meant to stay in the Hitsville USA studio in Detroit, Michigan, it was meant to spread.
Those outside of God’s covenant are invited in to be covenant people!

The third quotation (Rom. 15:11), was from both the shortest and the middle chapter of
the Bible (Ps. 117:1)14 “And again, Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the
peoples praise him!,”

The fourth quotation (Rom. 15:12), was from Isaiah’s messianic prophecy (Isa. 11:10).15

“And again, Isaiah says, The root of Jesse will appear, the one who rises to rule the
Gentiles; the Gentiles will hope in him.,”

The root of Jesse in the original context of this quotation from Isa 11:10, referred to an
individual ruler from the Davidic line. Paul’s quotation came from the Septuagint (the
ancient Greek translation of the OT), which emphasized that the root of Jesse would
rule the nations and provide them with hope. For Paul, Jesus was the root of
Jesse—the Messiah from David’s line—who ruled over both Jewish and non-Jewish
people (Jews and Gentiles).16

16 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 15:12). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

15 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 496). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

14 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 495–496). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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It’s important to note also that the Old Testament never presented the Gentiles as “heirs
together with Israel, members together … in the promise in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 3:6), but
it certainly did see them as receiving blessing from God’s fulfilling His covenantal
promises to His people Israel.17

And people all over the world can enjoy grunge music just as much as the people of
Seattle, Washington did in the early nineties before it broke to the world. Just as much
as God may have presented Himself first to the people of Israel, He has also chosen to
reveal Himself to any and everyone who would call on His Son Jesus!

Paul ends this section with a final encouragement;
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Ro 15:13)

Several times Paul’s words sound as if he were ending this epistle (vv. 13, 33; 16:20,
25–27). This verse (15:13) was in effect a benedictory prayer. The description of God as
the God of hope related to hope mentioned in the preceding verses and to the
promises of God recorded in the Scripture which gave hope (v. 4). Paul desired God to
fill his readers with all joy and peace (cf. 14:17). Joy relates to the delight of
anticipation in seeing one’s hopes fulfilled. Peace results from the assurance that God
will fulfill those hopes (cf. 5:1; Phil. 4:7). These are experienced as Christ followers
believe, and trust in Him (cf. Heb. 11:1). As a result, Jesus followers overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom. 15:19). The achievement of all God’s
purposes for the spiritual welfare of His children comes from the power given by the
Spirit of God. What a fitting closing reminder to the apostle’s discussion of living as a
disciple of Jesus!18

One time I was at Playhouse Square in Cleveland watching a show, and I ordered a
beverage. All the items at Playhouse Square are expensive, so of course when I order
something I want to get the most I can out of it. After all, I'm a pastor with three kids. My
wife works some part time jobs. My salary isn’t huge, and neither is hers, so our money
has to be used wisely. The person at the counter who filled up my cup filled it like 2/3rds
of the way. I was like, “yo man, can this be filled to the top please?”

Life, our culture, the world, and people can often leave us feeling like our cup got filled
2/3rds of the way, ½ way, or even emptied. But our God wants to fill us to overflowing
with hope by the Power of the Holy Spirit! He wants to pour and pour and pour and

18 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 496). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

17 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 496). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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pour and pour Himself out into us! Do you hear me? He loves us like crazy. He doesn't
want us to be empty!

So when you’re emptied by depression, God wants to fill you with hope. When you’re
emptied by worries, God wants to fill you with hope. When finances are tough, God
wants to fill you with hope. When relationships are hard, God wants to fill you with hope.
When you’re afraid, God wants to fill you with hope. And not only does He want to fill up
your cup, but He wants to pour and pour and pour until it just gets all messy
everywhere.

We can overdose on food, meth, heroin, alcohol, coke, work, rest, sleep, laziness,
stress, pills, achievement, perfectionism, selfishness, greed, and more.

We can’t overdose on God’s presence, God’s love, God’s Word, God’s mercy, God’s
truth, God’s assurance, God’s passion, God’s forgiveness, God’s wisdom, and God’s
peace…

Jesus Christ gave HImself for this- that we could fill up as much as possible on the
things of God- for free!


