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Supplemental Notes 
Lesson 22: Justice is Served (Revelation 8-12)  
 
 
The Babylonian Mystery Religion in Revelation 13? 
 
The world has never seen a kingdom that perfectly matches the Beast Kingdom that is 
described in Revelation 13, but an interesting partial fulfillment is explained in The Two 
Babylons by Alexander Hyslop.1 I think this is worth mentioning as an example of some of the 
complexity that we find when we study Revelation and so that you can understand why 
genuine believers come to different conclusions about unfulfilled prophecy.  
   
He suggests that the first beast coming out of the sea is the Roman Catholic Church.  “The 
sea” likely means that this kingdom comes out of the Gentile nations.2 
 
Hyslop gives the history of how the leader of the Babylonian Mystery Religion in Europe was 
called the Pontifex Maximus, and that the person who held this office was the legitimate sole 
representative of Nimrod, the founder of the ancient Babylonian religion. This office was done 
away with long before the Roman Empire, and at that time the graven images of Babylon 
were abolished and were forbidden for many years.  
 
The seat of power for the Babylonian system was then relocated to Pergamos, which is called 
the “throne of Satan” in Revelation 2. This is where Nimrod’s successor was to be found. The 
Roman religious leader had little to do with the hierarchy at Pergamos during this period. The 
kingdom of Pergamos was later merged into the Roman Empire, and Julius Caesar took upon 
himself the old title of Pontifex Maximus. He laid claims to all the power of the Babylonian 
pontiff, as well as the divine dignity that had been associated with Pergamos.   
 

On certain occasions, in the exercise of his high pontifical office, he appeared of 
course in all the pomp of the Babylonian costume, as Belshazzar himself might 
have done, in robes of scarlet, with the crosier of Nimrod in his hand, wearing 
the mitre of Dagon and bearing the keys of Janus and Cybele.3 

 
The office and title of Pontifex Maximus was taken on by the Catholic papacy in 
538 A.D.  
  

 
1  Hyslop, Alexander. The Two Babylons. 1853. A&B Publishers, Brooklyn. 139-142. This book has been largely 
    discredited on many different points, but it raises interesting historical parallels to think about. 
2  It is a common interpretation that the Gentile nations are described as “the sea” while Israel is described as “the 

land.” Here is one article that includes the reasoning behind it. J. Hampton Kiethley, III. “The Beast and the False 
Prophet” 4 July 2004. Bible.org website. https://bible.org/seriespage/19-beast-and-false-prophet-rev-131-18 

3  Hyslop, 241. 
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The papacy reigned from 538 to 1798 A.D. when Pius VI was cut off and the papacy 
temporarily ended. If each day of the mentioned 42 months (Revelation 13:5) stands for a 
year, this exactly matches up with the 1260 days of Revelation 13:5.  Napoleon relented the 
next year (1800) and allowed Pius VII to take office. It seemed as if the papacy had died and 
come back to life. 
 
The descriptions of the beast do match up with the way the Catholic Church persecuted the 
people of God. Hyslop postulates that the second beast involves the system of bishops and 
priests who carry out the work and entice everyone to give allegiance to the papacy and to 
the image of Mary.  
 
I still believe a complete fulfillment must yet take place and that beasts as members of the 
Roman System is not the final way to look at it, but you can see how some scholars believe 
that Revelation has largely been fulfilled.  In my view, there is no reason that God would not 
give a foreshadowing of the final Beast kingdom like this, or just generally allow people 
throughout history to believe that their time was the last days. 
 
 
Further Investigation/Resources 
 
Hunt, David. A Woman Rides the Beast. Harvest House, Oregon, 1994. 
 


