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I remember that feeling that I used to get every May while I was in college…

Granted, from sixth through twelfth grade, essentially all of my Middle and High School
years, I hadn’t had any sort of moral, spiritual or purposeful awakening yet, and I did
terrible at school and didn’t care if I got terrible grades.

But in college, after working hard to redeem my past mishaps, with a newfound interest
and purpose, as well as a brand spanking new faith in Jesus, I wanted to do well in
school.



And every May of my college years, it was finals week…

Finals were the culmination of my two semesters of effort in every class I was in. I
wanted to get good grades. The pressure was on. I would study and study, drink coffee,
study, pass out for a while, then study some more. I knew the deadline was approaching
so I had to stay awake. I had to wake up. I had to be sober minded (I did a bunch of
partying in high school but was very straight-edged in college). It was urgent that I gave
all I had.

As we dig into Romans 13:11-14, we see Paul echoing the teaching of Jesus, this time
on the urgency of decision in this last crucial eschatological hour and day. This forms
the background of Paul’s appeal. Jesus calls for alertness and watchfulness (Matt.
25:31–46; Mark 13:33–37) and stands in the great prophetic tradition that urges
vigilance and faithfulness in view of God’s “round,” sudden, and unexpected activity on
behalf of his people and his judgment of evil (Isa. 2:12; 9:2; Dan. 8:17, 19; 11:35). Paul
elsewhere urges moral faithfulness and propriety on the eschatological grounds of the
imminent day of the Lord (Phil. 4:4–7; 1 Thess. 5:1–11, 23), as do other New Testament
writers (Heb. 10:24–25; James 5:7–11; 1 Pet. 4:7–11).1

Paul begins in v. 11 by painting this urgent, end times reality;

11 Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from
sleep, because now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. (Romans 13:11)

We need to understand that “the time” referred to the present time, when Jesus
followers had the opportunity to demonstrate faith in Christ and love for one another.
The text says “It is already the hour for us to “wake up from sleep””, indicating
awareness of God and sensitivity to His concerns. Salvation referred to the Day of the
Lord. Paul asserted that Christ’s return was closer than before.2

Paul wrote very extensively in 1 Thessalonians 5 about the same concepts in Romans
13:11 when he wrote;

About the times and the seasons: Brothers and sisters, you do not need anything to be
written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come
just like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “Peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will

2 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 13:11). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

1 Gruenler, R. G. (1995). Romans. In Evangelical Commentary on the Bible (Vol. 3, pp. 952–953). Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.
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not escape. 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the dark, for this day to surprise
you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light and children of the day. We do not
belong to the night or the darkness. 6 So then, let us not sleep, like the rest, but let us
stay awake and be self-controlled. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who
get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled
and put on the armor of faith and love, and a helmet of the hope of salvation. 9For God
did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing.
(1 Th 5:1–11)

Additionally, the phrase “wake up from sleep” points to the spiritual lethargy that plagues
so many people in our churches. God didn’t save us just for heaven after we die, but
also to experience his salvation in history and spare us the consequences of our sin.3

The big point y’all- like Rage Against the Machine sang so intensely in the early
nineties, we need to wake up.

When will those of us who belong to Christ live like He could genuinely return at any
moment? He could! He could come on the clouds any day, or we could take our final
breath any minute.
Things in our world are certainly not getting better, they’re getting worse! The evidence
is all around us. Violence is increasing. Hatred is increasing. Division is increasing.
People are falling away from faith that once seemed to have genuine faith. Jesus could
come back at any moment. We’ve been living in the “end times” since Christ rose from
the grave 2,000 years ago, and the way to apply this reality of Romans 13:11 is to exist
in a holy urgency. Not a paranoia, not a conspiracy driven mania, not a paralyzed fear,
but a bold, courageous, holy urgency!

If we lived like Christ could return at any moment,
● How would we serve and love one another?
● How would we share the gospel with people who need to hear it?
● How would we give of what we have generously to help others?

We need to wake up to a holy urgency. Finals week is coming. The final hour is around
the corner every moment. God wants to use us for His purposes!

12 The night is nearly over, and the day is near; so let us discard the deeds of darkness
and put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:12)

3 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.



Paul considered the time of Christ’s return and the consummation of salvation for us (v.
11) as the start of a new day. In the present time, Christ is absent from being the ruler
of the earth.

For example, we can look at John 14:2-3 where Jesus speaks to his disciples of the day
when He would leave the earthly realm to dwell in the heavenly realm;

2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am
going to prepare a place for you? 3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also. (Jn 14:2–3)

When Jesus ascended to heaven, two angelic beings appeared to the apostles as they
watched Him ascend and spoke to them, saying;

11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This same Jesus, who has
been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen him
going into heaven.” (Ac 1:11)

On the earth, though Christ has sent the Holy Spirit to live in those who believe in and
follow Him, satan is also at work. 2 Cor. 4:4 speaks of this reality and tension that those
who live without Christ currently live and exist in;

4 In their case, the god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,, who is the image of God.
(2 Co 4:4)

Paul also spoke to the Ephesians about their previous life, pre-Christ; and how they
used to essentially walk under the leadership of the devil before being led by Christ;

2 in which you previously walked according to the ways of this world, according to the
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient. (Eph 2:2)

Paul described the present time as “the night”. The apostle Peter alludes to this same
reality when he writes;

19 We also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will do well to pay
attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts. (2 Pe 1:19)



Since “the day” is almost here, Paul urged his readers to discard the deeds of
darkness and put on the armor of light. “Deeds of darkness” refer metaphorically to
behavior that was characteristic of evil4 Jesus’ disciples are soldiers in a conflict who
need to be alert and equipped for battle (Eph. 6:10–17; 1 Thes. 5:8). Upright,
Christ-honoring living is often referred to as being in the light (John 12:36; Eph. 5:8, 14;
Col. 1:12; 1 Thes. 5:5; 1 John 1:7; 2:10).5

This is why Paul writes elsewhere;

13 For this reason take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the
evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand. 14 Stand, therefore, with
truth like a belt around your waist, righteousness like armor on your chest, 15 and your
feet sandaled with readiness for the gospel of peace. 16 In every situation take up the
shield of faith with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit—which is the word of God.
(Eph 6:13–17)

It’s time to toss out the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light y’all! Christ’s
light is better than the deeds of darkness! Don’t believe me? Try Him on!

13 Let us walk with decency, as in the daytime: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in
sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.
(Romans 13:13-14)

In verse 13 Paul repeated his exhortation of verse 12, changing the figure from warfare
to lifestyle. He charged, Let us walk with decency, as in the daytime (lit., “day”).
Crime, violence, and wickedness are associated with darkness and the night (John 1:5;
3:19–20; 8:12; 12:35, 46; Eph. 5:8, 11; 6:12; 1 Thes. 5:7; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 John 1:5–6; 2:9,
11). Perhaps this contrast was suggested to Paul by his phrase “deeds of darkness”
(Rom. 13:12). At any rate the activities and attitudes he listed—carousing (lit.
“orgies”) and drunkenness … sexual impurity and promiscuity … quarreling and
jealousy (cf. Gal. 5:19–21)—are certainly “deeds of darkness.” Such actions and
attitudes have no place in a Jesus follower’s life. Christ’s disciples belong to “the light”;
these deeds and thoughts belong to the darkness.6

6 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 491). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

5 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 491). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

4 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 13:12). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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Paul expounded further on the “deeds of darkness” in Galatians 5, including more
examples of the same. The “deeds of darkness” are inextricably linked to the “works of
the flesh”.

19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity,
20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, factions, 21 envy,, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I am
warning you about these things—as I warned you before—that those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Ga 5:19–21)

And as we dig deeper into the nature of carousing, drunkenness, sexual impurity,
promiscuity, quarreling, and jealousy we see their destructive natures.

Carousing, Sexual Impurity & Promiscuity

“Carousing” in the Greek is κῶμος (kōmos) and can also mean orgy, or revelry.7 Sexual
impurity in the Greek is κοίτη (koitē), and can also mean sexual immorality or sexual
excess8. Promiscuity (ἀσέλγεια (aselgeia) can also mean sensuality, debauchery,
licentiousness, or lewdness, and points to generally being unrestrained in moral
attitudes and behaviors9. All three of these sin patterns were interrelated in the time of
the Romans, but especially to our context. It’s obvious that “carousing” or engaging in
“orgies” points to an outwardly blatant version of sexual immorality, that of being in a
sexual situation with multiple partners, or a “menage a trois” (which could also include
more than “trois” or “three” sexual partners involved in the encounter). Sexual
immorality and promiscuity are the looseness and sexual excessiveness that would lead
one to commit sexual sins in increasing degrees.

One time my wife and I were at a comedy club where she was one of the on the mic
hosts for the evening, and one of the female comedians propositioned us to be a part of
a menage a trois with her. We said no! That’s the only time I’ve ever encountered
something like that. Even in my pre-Jesus days with all of the sins I engaged in I had
never been asked something like that. I certainly watched Seinfeld episodes where
characters were lauded, and wearing a velvety robe for becoming “menage a trois”
guys, but that makes light of something very sexual, loose, and hurtful that can
obviously cause major damage to others.

9 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

8 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

7 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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But many Christ followers will be reading this and now say in their minds that they are
monogamous with their spouses and would never take part in an “orgy”. Well now we
can apply the fact that “carousing”, “sexual impurity” and “promiscuity” are interrelated.
For example- (and this is raw I know but it’s necessary to address) Do we have the right
to watch orgies on our smartphones, laptops or TVs while we pleasure ourselves? I
think the Holy Spirit would testify that the answer to that is a resounding “no”. Do we
have the right to look at naked people that we’re not married to on video? Do we have
the right to watch people have sex on video? The teaching of Christ, witness of the Holy
Spirit, and truth of scripture would answer a resounding “no”. No doubt pornography is a
deep addiction, as addictive as heroin and tobacco, but the Holy Spirit can intervene
and walk us through the process we need to undergo to find freedom and joy in Him!

Within marriage, there is all sorts of freedom to enjoy one another sexually. We can
have fun, be creative, and explore anything we both feel comfortable with within the
bounds of monogamy and faithfulness. It’s a wonderful adventure to engage in.

As single people Christ calls us to a high level of sacrifice, renouncing sexual desires
and engaging in deep prayer, devotion and love for Him. He will provide the ability to
endure.

We’ve got to remember that when Paul wrote this, pornography wasn’t an option for
people. Videos didn’t exist. Any type of sexual sinning that people did was far more
likely in person, as being a “peeping tom” was a far more risky endeavor than watching
people have sex on a video. That’s why “carousing” was specifically named as a sin
problem in the Roman times, but for us it’s far more likely related to sexual impurity and
promiscuity in general. Most of us don’t go around to people in comedy clubs and
proposition them to have a menage a trois, but far too many professed followers of
Jesus would regularly watch a menage a trois and other things like it on a video and
somehow view that as different, or a lesser sin.

Anything outside of monogamous devotion to someone sexually will lead you to
dishonor, emotionally wound and hurt that person. It’s guaranteed. Find a way to get off
of the porn y’all. Find a way to stop treating people made in God's image as objects for
your entertainment and gratification. If you need help or support, reach out. There is
grace for you in your struggle, and there are people that care who will help you walk out
of it by the power of Christ! This is a fruit of genuine discipleship!

Drunkenness



The Bible affords ample proof that excessive drinking of intoxicants was a common vice
among the Hebrews, as among other ancient peoples. This is evident not only from
individual cases of intoxication, as Noah (Gen 9:21), Lot (Gen 19:33, 35), Nabal (1 S
25:36), Uriah made drunk by David (2 S 11:13), Amnon (2 S 13:28), Elah, king of Israel
(1 K 16:9), Benhadad, king of Syria, and his confederates (1 K 20:16), Holofernes (Jth
13:2), etc, but also from frequent references to drunkenness as a great social evil.10

In the NT, intemperance was treated as a grave sin. Only once, indeed, did Jesus
explicitly condemn drunkenness (Lk 21:34), though it is implicitly condemned in other
passages (Mt 24:49 = Lk 12:45). The meagerness of the references in Our Lord’s
teaching is probably due to the fact that it was chiefly prevalent among the wealthy, and
not among the poorer classes to whom Our Lord mainly ministered. The references in
Paul’s writings were very numerous (Gal 5:21; Eph 5:18, et al.). Temperance and
sobriety in all things were everywhere insisted on (e.g. Acts 24:25; Gal 5:23; 2 Pet 1:6).
An elder and those holding honorable positions in the church were not to be addicted to
wine (1 Tim 3:2 f; Tit 1:7 f; 2:2 f). Yet Jesus and His apostles were not ascetics, and the
NT gave no rough-and-ready prohibition of strong drink on principle. In contrast with
John the Baptist, who was a Nazirite from birth (Lk 1:15), Jesus was called by His
enemies a “drunkard” (Mt 11:19). He took part in festivities in which wine was drunk (Jn
2:10). There are indications that He regarded wine as a source of innocent enjoyment
(Lk 5:38 f; 17:8). To insist on a distinction between intoxicating and unfermented wine is
a case of unjustifiable special pleading. It must be borne in mind that the drink question
is far more complex and acute in modern times than in Biblical times, and that the
conditions of the modern world have given rise to problems which were not within the
horizon of NT writers. The habit of excessive drinking has spread enormously among
everyday people, owing largely to the cheapening of alcoholic drinks. The fact that the
evil exists today in greater proportions may call for a drastic remedy. But rather than
defend total abstinence by a false or forced exegesis, it would be better to admit that the
principle is not formally laid down in the NT, while maintaining that there are broad
principles enunciated, which in view of modern conditions could lead to voluntary
abstinence from all intoxicants, and definitely should lead to intentional moderation.
Such principles may be found, e.g. in Our Jesus’ teaching in Mt 16:24 f; Mk 9:42 f, and
in the great Pauline passages—Rom 14:13–21; 1 Cor 8:8–13.11

11 Edwards, D. M. (1915). Drunkenness. In J. Orr, J. L. Nuelsen, E. Y. Mullins, & M. O. Evans (Eds.), The
International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (Vol. 1–5, p. 881). Chicago: The Howard-Severance
Company.

10 Edwards, D. M. (1915). Drunkenness. In J. Orr, J. L. Nuelsen, E. Y. Mullins, & M. O. Evans (Eds.), The
International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (Vol. 1–5, p. 880). Chicago: The Howard-Severance
Company.
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My personal journey with alcohol has been multifaceted. Before I was a follower of
Jesus, from the ages of fourteen to twenty, I wasn’t an alcoholic, but got drunk on
numerous occasions. And when I say drunk I mean drunk. I had the ability to drink a
whole twelve pack of beer when I was fifteen. I just preferred marijuana and
psychedelics over alcohol, but would drink to excess whenever I felt like it. I never felt
the need to drink every day. I never experienced physical addiction to alcohol or “the
shakes”. I just partook of alcohol when it was available and convenient, then would
suffer through whatever hangover it gave me and get back to whatever other crazy
things I was doing at the time.

When I was quickened by the Holy Spirit at the age of twenty, my convictions changed
about alcohol significantly. I read the scriptures, prayed, sought the Lord, and developed
new limits. From there I wouldn’t allow myself to drink more than one or two drinks at a
time. I have, since then, for the last twenty one years of my walk with Christ, not drank
to the point of being drunk. I have, when drinking a stronger beer or mixed drink, gotten
a buzz on numerous occasions that was highly controlled and short lived, but because
of scriptural teaching on drunkenness haven’t allowed myself to get drunk.

I also have gone through definite periods of abstinence from alcohol altogether-
sometimes for months, and sometimes for years. Afterall, it’s proven that drinking too
much on a regular basis leads to digestive problems, unhealthy weight gain, and to
losing quality REM cycles of sleep. It’s important to know the scientific basics about this
so that we can lead healthy lives.

NIAAA defines heavy drinking as follows:

○ For men, consuming more than 4 drinks on any day or more than 14
drinks per week

○ For women, consuming more than 3 drinks on any day or more than 7
drinks per week12

I think it could be easily said that the best use of alcohol is no use at all. But for those of
us that do use alcohol, as disciples of Jesus we need to set limits and stick to them.
Christ in us will lead and guide us towards the best way to live!!!!

Quarreling

12 https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-consumption/moderate-binge-drinking

https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/alcohol-health/overview-alcohol-consumption/moderate-binge-drinking


“Quarreling” in Greek is ἔρις (eris) or ιδος (idos), and points to any strife, dissension,
or conflict. It means to speak discord or argue.13

I have struggled with quarreling all of my life. I grew up in a household that was ripe with
strife, dissension and conflict. My parents argued with each other. I argued with them. It
has been a long journey for me in Christ to move away from getting involved in
arguments that aren’t fruitful for the gospel.

In 2020, I certainly fell into a lot of quarreling with people. Most of it happened online in
Facebook threads. Everybody and their grandma wanted to argue about race, LGBTQ
issues, abortion, masks, vaccines, religious convictions, politics, etc. etc. I think people
argued until they were absolutely worn out and then everyone seemed to retreat further
into their silos by the time 2021 rolled around. I had to repent of my quarreling with
people, and started to disarm arguments by asking folks to sit down and have coffee
with me when they started to argue with me online. Many didn’t take me up on the offer,
but some did. I sat down with people on the entire political spectrum from far left to far
right, and when we were face to face, we enjoyed one another, laughed, and found
human things in common with one another. The differences dissipated or became
objects of light humor with one another. Interactions like this proved to me that Social
media has royally screwed up our ability to relate to one another and to work through
conflict towards resolution!

If we want quarreling to cease, we’ve got to get together and talk with one another to
listen and learn, instead of talking to one another to respond and prove ourselves.

Quarreling is unfortunately a very religiously acceptable sin in our culture and world.
Just look at the culture wars raging all around us. Self-proclaimed Jesus followers have
been no better than the world in the arena of quarreling. The root of quarreling is pride.
Many Christ followers are so loaded up with Bible knowledge and spiritual disciplines
without repentance that they’ve lost all their humility and they quarrel with everyone that
disagrees with them.

But there are myriad warnings in scripture to those who have any sort of pride- whether
religious or irreligious. Just read through the book of Proverbs and you’ll have to check
yourself before you wreck yourself (thanks Ice Cube for the quote from that 1993 epic
rap song!).

13 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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● Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.
(Proverbs 12:1)

● Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction, but whoever heeds
reproof is honored. (Proverbs 13:18)

● Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man,
and he will increase in learning. (Proverbs 9:9)

Jealousy

The word “jealousy” in the Greek is highly related to the word for “zeal” and is translated
ζῆλος (zēlos). In the positive sense it can mean earnest concern, or deeply devoted
zeal (Ro 10:2; 2Co 7:7) but in the negative sense it manifests itself in envy and
resentment (Ac 13:45). It carries the characteristic of being extreme, intense, fierce,
and raging (Heb 10:27)14

We’ve spoken of jealousy in our study of Romans before, so let’s just be fairly warned to
invite Christ to nip it in the bud before it exacerbates itself in us. Ask yourself the honest
question and get real about it instead of acting like you don’t sin! Ask yourself questions
like this in relation to the people in your life and broader network;

● Am I desiring their significant other?
● Am I desiring their money?
● Am I desiring their looks?
● Am I desiring their platform?
● Am I desiring their job?
● Am I desiring their friendships?
● Am I desiring their network?
● Am I desiring their influence?
● Am I envious of their personality?
● Am I envious of their gifting?

There is absolutely no way that we will thrive as a community of Christ followers if we’re
allowing envy and resentment to have its way in us! Let’s do what we’ve gotta do and
confess this stuff to God, or even each other when we need to!

Again, I’ll speak of my friend Drew Belden. I worked with Drew at a large Church twelve
years ago and was one of the worship leaders there, but Drew was musically the best,
and in so many other ways so influential and wonderful to be around. He sang

14 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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beautifully. He played guitar and percussion with wild, unrelenting zeal and joy. He had
a huge, gregarious, outgoing personality. He was good looking. I wished I could sing like
Drew! I wished I could be as magnetic as Drew was!

And it bugged me so much that I started to feel irritated with him.

So one day I went up to Drew and just confessed that I’m jealous of his singing voice
and amazing personality, and I look up to him and his abilities and giftings. In typical
Drew fashion, Drew gave me a huge hug and told me he loved me. Then he went on to
encourage me and let me know that he sings well because of vocal training, and I could
learn to sing just as well. Our friendship deepened.

Years later I ended up taking Drew’s advice and took some great online vocal courses
through the Ken Tamplin vocal academy. And thanks to Christ’s leading in helping me
repent of jealousy, I’m a better singer now than I was before.

That’s the kind of fruit that comes from cutting off jealousy at the root in our minds and
thinking patterns!

And I’m going to talk some real talk here now. I’ve had people I’ve crossed paths with as
I’ve been in ministry that have really turned on me and displayed some real hatred
towards me, and in hindsight I always wondered exactly why. Granted, they had every
right to be irritated with my sometimes loud, overly talkative personality. They had every
right to call me out on my overly sarcastic ways and sometimes cynical and mocking
attitude. But to totally hate me? Why? By the leading of Christ I always sought to admit
where I’m wrong, apologize, seek forgiveness, and reconcile with anyone I could! Why
would someone have such vile hatred towards me?

I couldn’t help but wonder, and I choose not to wonder about these things too much to
not slip into arrogance, but I have to consider it… were they irritated at the joy I had in
my marriage? Were they irritated by the relationship I had with my kids? Were they
irritated by some of the fruit I had in my ministry? Were they irritated with the confidence
I had in speaking in front of people? My musical abilities? My twenty three years of
sobriety? My vast network of people of all ages, political backgrounds, socio-economic
statuses, and races? Again, I don’t dwell on things like this too long because it can lead
to ego problems. And Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit strives in me to celebrate all
the people I have around me who are more accomplished and talented than me. But I
do think that people get caught in a twisted web of unchecked jealousy sometimes, and
it happens more often than we care to admit in the Body of Christ.



One time I had a dude come up to me and straight up tell me, “Bro, I don’t know why,
but I just hate you.” And this dude had once been a drug addict, got sober, got married,
had kids, and apparently started following Jesus. In recent years his marriage fell apart,
and he fell back into drugs. Gee- do you wonder why he hated me but “didn’t know
why”? I’ve been following Jesus for twenty two years, have stayed happily married for
eighteen years, and have been sober for twenty three years! I get why he hated me. He
wanted what I had.

We gotta be careful not to let jealousy and envy take root friends! It’s poison!

I’ll never forget the first time I went snorkeling. I was on a vacation in the British Virgin
Islands when I was eighteen. I was totally freaked out because there were huge
jellyfish, eels, sharks, and all sorts of other sea creatures around in the beautiful, clear
blue waters of the ocean.

Also, I had never attempted to breathe through a tube underwater! Would the waves
above me pour into the tube and make me suck saltwater in? Would it really work?
Would I really know how to make it work?

But nonetheless, I put the mask over my eyes and nose, and put the mouthpiece of the
snorkel into my mouth. I dove off of the boat into the water and began to behold the
wondrous, colorful coral and neon colored fish and sea creatures all around me! I didn’t
regret diving in! The snorkel worked and I was able to breathe through the tube and
enjoy the sights for long periods of time as I looked through the mask!

Romans 13:14 tells us to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh to gratify its desires. UNLESS WE PUT ON CHRIST, WE WON’T BE ABLE TO
WITHSTAND THE PRESSURES AROUND US AND WITHIN US!

“Putting on the Lord” is a metaphor indicating that Jesus followers need to appropriate
Jesus’ virtues and imitate His love. We are “not to lie to one another, since we have put
off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self. We are being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of our Creator.” (Col 3:9–11) We are to “make no
provision for the flesh to gratify its desires”, or provide an opportunity for sin.15

And how do we do this? WE PUT ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST LIKE A SNORKEL
IN THE OCEAN! John Mark McMillan put it well in his song “Dress us up”:

15 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 13:14). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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Dress us up
In the blood of a son
Who opened up his veins
So that we would overcome
Hell and the grave
In the power of his love
After three dark days
He showed us how it's done
And he still does

You make us sparkle
And you make us shine
Like the stars who sing
On your chorus lines
Through space and time
We'll harmonize
Where deep meets deep
Like the ocean meets the sky

The sun and the moon
They're coming out
Of their grave just for you
The dead man
And the cynical too
They're coming out of their grave
And it's just for you

Cause the love of God is stronger
The love of God is stronger
The love of God is stronger
Than the power of death

Let’s get “dressed up” with Christ! Our lifestyle must be pure and holy, especially in view
of Christ’s approaching return (cf. Rom. 13:11–12; 1 John 3:3). The secret to living
sanctified lives is for us to clothe ourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. “put on,”
Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). At salvation we who are in Christ were “clothed with Christ” (Gal.
3:27), so He leads us to conduct ourselves accordingly. We have already clothed
ourselves with Christ by being baptized into him (Gal. 3:27), which signaled our new
essence in Christ; but Christ also continues to lead us to express this in practice



(existentially) as we stand into each new moment of decision.16 In Christ we make no
provision for the flesh to gratify its desires (lit., “and do not make forethought
[pronoian] for the flesh [sarkos; cf. Rom. 8:3–5, 8–9, 12–13] for lusts”). In Christ we
don’t plan out specific ways to gratify our sinful nature.17

Christ is not leading you to plan out your masterbation schedule, your “hook up” sex
encounters, or your times of the week to binge drink, smoke crack, ingest as much THC
as you can, snort meth, or inject fentanyl or H. Christ is not leading you to verbally
attack people on social media, the phone or in person in order to demoralize, demean,
and discourage them, no matter what they’ve done to you. Christ is not leading you to
gossip about and slander people you’re irritated or jealous of.

And by the way, gossiping and slandering is always interconnected in the sense that it
seeks to color the perspective of someone in a negative light that is not based on actual
factual information about the person. If someone smacks my dog and I tell other people
they smacked my dog, it’s not gossip. If someone didn’t smack my dog but I tell other
people that they smacked my dog, that’s gossip and slander. Proverbs 16:28 says “A
contrary person spreads conflict, and a gossip separates close friends.” (Pr 16:28) The
word “gossip” in hebrew is translated as ָרַגן (rā·ḡǎn) and means to “complain or
grumble, and to express discontent in low tones”.18 If someone doesn’t need to know
something, then we don’t need to tell them. If we’re not seeing someone clearly or
seeking to fully understand them, we shouldn’t be talking smack about them or
questioning their heart and mind motives. We can only perceive the actions of others.
We don’t know what a person is thinking or feeling, that’s where communication comes
in. That’s where understanding comes in. That’s where humility is necessary.

And I say all of this because I’ve been in situations where people grossly misinterpret
me, and I try to clarify for them but they won’t hear me. People like this are bound to
spread false ideas about the people they’re in conflict with because they don’t have the
humility and teachability necessary from God to see reality clearly. They need more
healing. They need to invite Jesus deeper in to heal their past hurts and traumas. It’s a
painful process. Most folks would rather paint over their pain with false religious
numbness or ungodly attempts at numbing than to face the dark, difficult truths about
themselves, their past, and their present selves.

Being clothed with Christ is much better than being dirtied by sexual immorality,
addictive excess, quarreling rage, and resentful jealousy!

18 Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains : Hebrew (Old Testament)
(electronic ed.). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

17 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 491–492). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

16 Gruenler, R. G. (1995). Romans. In Evangelical Commentary on the Bible (Vol. 3, p. 953). Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House.
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Tony Evans puts it so well! Imagine you just put on your best suit or dress for church. As
you’re walking to service, you notice a shortcut—but it’s through a back alley and
involves climbing through two dumpsters. Do you take that route? No! That dirty
environment would foul your pristine clothes. Put on the purity of Christ and don’t climb
through the dumpsters of sin!19

Come on y’all! The “dumpsters of sin” suck! They destroy everything that’s good!
They’re not a “good shortcut”! Jesus Christ helped to create the heavens and the earth,
He came down to earth and was fully God and fully man, tempted in every way as we
are but without sin! He performed many miracles, He drew people to Himself, He gave
people eternal salvation through belief in Him! He was handed over to evil religious and
irreligious authorities, He was beaten within an inch of his life. He was nailed to a cross
and suffered not only a painful human death, but took on all the punishment and pain of
sin, death and hell. He rose again from the grave on the third day. He appeared to many
disciples in the flesh. He ascended to heaven. He has sent the Holy Spirit to live,
breathe and move in His followers. He will return one day to judge the living and the
dead as a conquering King over sin, death and hell for good! We can trust Him! We can
be clothed with Him! He is worthy of all our praise!

19 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.


