
1/28/21

1

1

1. The lens and methodology in which we interpret scripture 
(known as hermeneutics), especially concerning the Biblical 
genre of prophecy, specifically for apocalyptic prophecy.

2. A survey of the four primary end times (eschatological) 
views.

3. Various prophetic events (such as the Rapture; the 
Tribulation; Daniel’s 70 Weeks, the future Kingdom of God).

4. What the future holds for all people (death, resurrection, 
the intermediate state, and the eternal state).
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We most definitely WILL NOT learn or predict 
when the LORD will return.

Why?

Jesus told us not to do that!
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“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, 
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father only…

Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. – Mt 24:36, 42 (also 
see Mark 13:32-33)
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Date-setters are always wrong.

Date-setters are always false teachers.

Date-setting should always be avoided. 

6



1/28/21

3

We’re not going to play “this is that”.

Caution: Do not read your Bible and your newspaper at the same time. 

Why?

For the same reason we do not set dates for the Jesus’ return…

When we play “this is that”, it makes the Word of God and the people of 
God unreliable to the very people whom we desire to reach for Christ.
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1.It is in the BIBLE.

2.It reminds us of God’s SOVEREIGNTY and GOODNESS.

3.It compels us to holy LIVING.

4.It gives us proper PERSPECTIVE.

5.It provides HOPE.
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Dr. Michael Svigel, 
Dallas Theological Seminary

*The Herm eneutic of Hope part of this class was based on Dr. 
Svigel’s lectures in his class, ST106 at Dallas Theological 

Sem inary, Spring Sem ester 2017; “ The Priority of Hope.
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Apocalypse (ἀποκάλυψις; apokalypsis) 

Means revelation, uncovering, disclosure
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Romans 8:18-25
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1. False Sources of Hope 

2. True Sources of Hope 

3. The Content of Hope 

4. The Results of Hope 

5. The Center of Hope
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Human Methods of Success

When the wicked dies, his hope will perish,
and the expectation of wealth perishes too.

—Prov 11:7
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Physical Strength

The war horse is a false hope for salvation,
and by its great might it cannot rescue

—Psalm 33:17
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Riches

As for the rich in this present age, charge 
them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches,

—1 Tim 6:17
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Bad Revelations

They have seen false visions and lying divinations. 
They say, ‘Declares the LORD,’ when the LORD has 
not sent them, and yet they expect him to fulfill 
their word.

—Ezek 13:6
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Bad Interpretations

Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There 
is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set 
your hope.

—John 5:45
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God the Father

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence,
for my hope is from him.

—Psalm 62:5
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Jesus Christ

…Jesus Christ, who is our hope. 

—1 Tim 1:1
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The Holy Spirit

Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who was given to us.

—Rom 5:5
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Remembrance of the Lord’s Faithfulness

21This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope. 
22The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,
For His compassions never fail. 
23They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. 

—Lam 3:21–23
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Perseverance in Suffering

3And not only this, but we also exult in our 
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about 
perseverance; 4and perseverance, proven character; 
and proven character, hope.

—Rom 5:3–4
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Encouragement of Scripture

For whatever was written in earlier times was 
written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.

—Rom 15:4
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Faith

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. 

—Heb 11:1
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Promise of Resurrection

But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brethren, about  those who are asleep, so that you 
will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope

—1 Thess 4:13 (also see Acts 26:6–9; Rom 8:20–25)
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Promise of Righteousness

For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting 
for the hope of righteousness. 

—Gal 5:5
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Promise of Glory

To them God chose to make known how great among 
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

—Col 1:27
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Promise of Eternal Life

…1:2in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, 
promised before the ages began…. 3:7so that being 
justified by his grace we might become heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life.

—Titus 1:2; 3:7
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Promise of Christ’s Return

…waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ

—Titus 2:13 (see also 1 Pet 1:13)
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Antidote for Despair

Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation

—Psalm 42:5 (see also 43:5)
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Patience in Waiting

“And now, O Lord, for what do I wait?
My hope is in you.”

—Psalm 39:7
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Gladness

The hope of the righteous brings joy,
but the expectation of the wicked will perish.

—Prov 10:28
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Sanctification

And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he 
is pure.

—1 John 3:3
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Boldness

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold,

—2 Cor 3:12
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Evangelism

…but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,

—1 Pet 3:15
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Persecution

Now when Paul perceived that one part were 
Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the 
council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It 
is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the 
dead that I am on trial.”

—Acts 23:6 (see also 26:6; 28:20)
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…Christ Jesus, who is our hope…
1 Timothy 1:1
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Some Truths To Remember…
1. God has given us His SCRIPTURES
2. Prophecy was given to be UNDERSTOOD.
3. God has given HELP in understanding
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1. Interpret passages in the context of HISTORY and 
GRAMMAR (literally).

2. Interpret passages in the context of the genre of 
PROPHECY.

3. Interpret passages in the context of possible TIME 
INTERVALS.

4. Interpret symbols in the context of IMMIDIATE context 
and LARGER context.
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