
          Homework Preparation for Week 2 

 1 

HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 2  

The homework for this course will include a mixture of Bible investigation and other topics related to 
becoming a better reader and learner. Whenever possible, I’ve suggested that you use whatever part 
of the Bible you’re currently reading as your practice material for the things you’re learning. We 
won’t have homework in every subject every week, and the amount of time it will take is going to 
vary. I hope you’ll find it refreshing and interesting. I recommend that you start on the homework the 
day after class just to make sure you don’t get surprised when it’s a bit longer, and because some of it 
includes reviewing definitions so that you really learn them well. 

 

Reading 

1. I know it’s a bit ironic to ask you to read an article about reading to help you be a better reader, 
but please humor me and read this short article. It gives some things to think about that would be 
good for you to have in mind right from the beginning. It’s called “10 Tips to Read More and Read 
Better,” by Tim Challies (2008). 

https://www.challies.com/articles/10-tips-to-read-more-and-read-better/ 

2. Near the end of this course, I will be inviting you to do a practice assignment in Analytical Reading. 
To complete the assignment, you’ll need a copy of The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer. Believe 
me, it’s worth reading even if you don’t want to do the assignment! You might like to get it as part of 
a collection that contains his other works, because they’re all excellent. It costs $8 - $12 on Amazon. I 
feel strongly about wanting to help those who don’t have extra money for books, so please don’t 
hesitate to ask if you would like me to order you a copy. Please do not get a Kindle version or plan to 
check it out from the library, since we’ll be using this as practice for various reading techniques 
together (including writing in it).  

 

Literature 

This article is an excellent review and expansion of what we covered today. It’s about as long as the 
chapter of a book, so give yourself enough time. If you start reading and find you have difficulty 
following along, try printing it out and underlining the main point(s) of each paragraph as you read. 
I’m not giving you specific questions to answer from the Bible, but you’re still studying the Bible as 
you read this example of how scripture passages are used to illustrate and explain the author’s 
points. If you are not currently doing any Bible study or reading plan, you might want to look up the 
references in your Bible as you read along. This is especially important to do if the passages are 
unfamiliar to you. 

https://cicministry.org/commentary/issue59.htm  
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Vocabulary 

For next week, I’d like you to memorize the short definitions for three words: 

• Canon 
• Exegesis 
• Hermeneutic 

Turn to the glossary (or find the PDF on the class website) and read the short definition, followed by 
the long definition. Practice reading for understanding! Then do what it takes to learn the short 
definitions of the words by heart. You’ll want to be able to say the word if I read the definition, and 
vice versa. To learn them, you can make your own set of flash cards on regular index cards, or you can 
find a flash card app and make them as fancy as you like.  

If you want to review with cards I have already made, you can find them on Quizlet.com. Here’s how: 

• Go to https://quizlet.com 
• In the search box, type “bjmitchell93” and hit enter. You should see my picture. 
• Choose my study set for Lesson 1 Vocabulary Review Cards. 
• Try out the different features. You can make a little test, play a matching speed game, or just 

learn them by flipping them over like regular flashcards.  

 

Story Time 

Please be sure to read Lesson 1 in your handbook under the Story Time section! It kills me not to take 
the time to teach you this stuff, but I think you’d rather have me spend our time together actually 
reading stories. Is there someone you can read “Bread Bits and Baskets” aloud to? 

 

Logic 

Start to notice when you think someone is using bad logic. You may even want to jot down examples 
when you hear them. Since you know what a red herring is now, especially be alert for that one this 
week! 

 

Foreign Language (Word Studies) 

No homework for this week. 

 

Extra Credit: Review the notes in the handbook for the lessons we covered in class, which would be 
Lesson 1 for Reading, Literature, and Logic. 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 3  

Subjects Covered This Week 

• Reading Lesson 2 
• Foreign Language Lesson 1 
• Logic Lesson 2 
• Story: “Dinner with a Pharisee” 

Reading 

Please take some time to answer the following questions thoughtfully. We won’t be able to 
take a whole lesson for discussion, but how about finding a friend who will answer the 
questions, too, and have a chat with you about them? 

 
• Do you want to be a better reader than you are? Does this occur to you regularly or 

rarely? 
 

• Does reading a book feel like swallowing a large vitamin—something you know you 
should do but that you really dislike? 
 

• Are there any kinds of books you won’t read? 
 

• Do you read novels? Do you ever get carried away with a novel and put off doing 
what you should to find out what happens? 
 

• Has this ever happened with a non-fiction book? 
 

• Do you read non-fiction with a pencil/highlighter and make notes or underlines? 
 

• Do you ever read a book that has an index? Regularly or rarely? 
 

• What kinds of books do you like best? 
 

• What are the reasons you might buy a book or request it from the library? 
 

• Do you collect books that you don’t get around to reading? 
 

• Do you always finish a book once you’ve started it? 
 

• How do you decide which book to read next? 
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• When you’re reading a book that’s challenging for you, do you find that your eyes can 
cover a lot of paragraphs before you realize you didn’t really read them? 

 
• When you pick up a book, is it usually because you’re eager to know what it says or 

because you feel like you need to keep working through the book? Both? Some other 
reason? 
 

• Do you read a full chapter of the book in one sitting? More than one chapter? 
 

• Do you skim or read carefully? 
 

• Do you set reading goals for yourself? 
 

• Do you seek out a picture of the author before you read? 
 

• Do you usually or rarely look at the footnotes/endnotes? 
 

• Do you prefer for the notations to be listed at the end of the book or at the bottom of 
the page on which they occur, or do you not care because you don’t look at them 
anyway? 
 

• Do you have a strong preference for print books over reading something on the 
computer, or vice versa? Do you use a Kindle? How does your preference help or 
hinder your reading goals? 
 

• How many books do you have going at a time? 
 

• Any other thoughts or observations about your reading habits or practices? 
 

 
Questions related to wanting to read more: 

 
• Why should you prioritize book reading in the first place? 

 
• What do you lose if you don’t read books? 

 
• What needs to stop in your life so that you can start reading? 

 
• Would you want to commit to reading one hour a day, broken up into three or more 

segments?  
 

• Would you be interested in joining a Facebook or email group to tell what you’re 
reading, try to find reading partners, and have accountability to keep at it? 
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Action to take: 
 

• If you’re willing, take a moment to turn off sound notifications for your email, 
Facebook, and any other social media. You can always check these later, but you 
don’t need to know the instant they come in. Learn how to change the text 
notification sounds for your family members so you know immediately if it may be an 
urgent message you need to respond to. If you don’t know how to do this, ask a child 
or teen to do it for you. :)  My text sound for each family member is a little part of a 
song I associate with them, and the phone ringer is more of the same song for that 
person. Other people have learned that I’m not a person that runs to get my phone 
whenever it makes a noise. I probably like you if you text or call me, but I can’t be the 
person I want to be and live an intentional life if I’m a slave to those sounds. 
 

• Think: Do you really need to be notified every time you get a message from 
someone? How often during the day are you responding to these sounds? Do they 
interrupt your reading time and give you an excuse to stop reading a book so you can 
read a personal message? A really good life goal would be to only answer emails and 
check FB at certain times of the day. Maybe you’re not there yet, but at the very 
least, begin to notice whether you’re being controlled in some way by them and 
whether they’re affecting your ability to sustain a longer attention span. Don’t feel 
like you’re a bad person if you need to make a change in this area or if you haven’t 
been able to do it when you’ve tried! You may need some help. Studies are showing 
that there’s an actual dopamine release from text signals and FB responses. Your 
body is doing what it was designed to do, just more often than a person can handle in 
the long-term! 
 

Vocabulary 

Here are your words for next week. Read the longer definitions, memorize the short ones, and be 
ready for a little quiz!  

• Polemic 
• Myth 
• Systematic Theology 

Review your previous words:  

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 

Logic 

Go back and review the “Avoiding the Question” fallacies. You might enjoy looking online for more 
examples of each fallacy to help illustrate them further and lock them in. 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 4 

Subjects Covered This Week 

• Reading Lesson 5 
• Literature Lesson 2 
• Story: “Plagues and Polemics” 

Reading 

1. Ponder these questions: 
 

What kinds of books do you read? At what level do you stop a book because it’s too 
hard? Is there a book you own that you want to be able to read but it’s too much 
work? Do you think it’s just one level above you, or maybe more than that? When 
you hear other people talk about what they’re reading, do you feel a little guilty that 
you don’t read things like that? Do you just figure that’s for them but not for you? Do 
you feel inspired? Something else (or maybe nothing at all)? 

 
2. We skipped Lesson 4, which gives a lot of suggestions about different kinds of things to 

read and contains a recommended reading list compiled from my own life. Please read 
Lesson 4 from your handbook (“What to Read”). 

 
If you can, go to a (non-Christian) bookstore or library and estimate how many books are 
in the categories of fiction, self-help, and theology (or “Christianity”). You’re not trying to 
count them… maybe just estimate percentages or ratios. You’re just getting an idea of 
which types of literature have more volumes available and which have less.   

 
• Does the number of titles available on a subject determine the worthwhileness of 

reading or prioritizing that subject?  
 

• Do you see anything in the Christianity section that looks like something you 
might like to read?  

 
• Do you see anything that you wish weren’t there because other people may read 

it and be led astray? 
 
3. Look at my recommended reading list and scan a few others online. Make your own list 

of books from different categories that you would like to read. If you’re an avid fiction 
reader, try to expand your nonfiction reading. If you don’t read at all, try to make a plan 
that will challenge you but not overwhelm you. Choosing the hardest “eat your 
vegetables because it’s good for you” kinds of books will not be motivating for anyone. 
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4. Pick one book to start reading now. You can start it as soon as you want to. Along the 
way, try to pay attention to what’s happening in your mind as you read, and see if you 
can apply some of what we’re learning in class to the process. 

 

 
Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn. Read the long definitions, memorize the short ones: 

• Calvinism 
• Arminianism 
• Lexicon 

Be sure to keep reviewing all that you’ve learned so far! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 

 

Literature 

Using whatever devotional or reading plan you normally use, read the next scripture passage 
in the following translations. Take notes about what is different between the translation 
options and think about why translators make the word choices they do. (If you don’t have 
something to read currently, try Hebrews 2, starting in verse 5. It’s got parts in it that really 
benefit from a rewording!) 

• King James Version 
• English Standard Version 
• New International Version 
• New Living Translation 

 

Logic 

Review the “Avoiding the Question” fallacies you learned last time by completing Logic 
Lesson 3 in the student handbook. (Answers are available as a PDF on the class website.) 
Next week we’ll talk about fallacies that involve making assumptions. 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 5 

Subjects Covered This Week 

• Reading Lesson 8 
• Foreign Language Lesson 2 
• Logic Lesson 4 
• Story: “Wells and Brides” 

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Elect/Election 
• Foreknowledge 
• Predestination 

Be sure to keep reviewing! Next time we’ll have another little quiz over the 12 words you 
know so far. 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 

 

Reading 

We had to skip Lessons 6 and 7, but I’d like you to read the notes from the handbook. Both 
of these lessons are first steps towards identifying problems you may have with the process 
of reading itself.  

Lesson 6 is about decoding, or knowing how to process the words themselves. Here’s a little 
reading level assessment that you can take (with the help of another person) to see if you 
may be having trouble with the decoding process: 
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http://www.thephonicspage.org/On%20Reading/Resources/40L%20Test.pdf  

This test is designed for school-age children, so it’s not intended to make any kind of 
accurate diagnosis, but several adult students found it helpful just to see how they frequently 
flipped letters around or just realized they weren’t seeing some of the parts of the words. 
Whether this reveals that you are naturally a higher-level reader or that you struggle a bit 
with decoding, it should be insightful to keep that in mind as you attempt to incorporate 
more book-reading into your life. 

Lesson 7 is about comprehension, or understanding what it is you’re reading. A 
comprehension test has been reproduced for you in the student handbook, including the 
answer key. Along with the answers, you’ll be able to see which skills you may be having 
trouble with in particular. This will help you zero in on particulars if you want to practice and 
improve those skills in the future.  

Here are some places that were suggested to me to get some of that help or practice if you 
would like to pursue it further: 

• The book we used for your assessment is called Reading Comprehension in 20 Minutes a Day, 
by Elizabeth Chesla. It’s a 150-page workbook that takes you through the skills one lesson at a 
time. If you struggled in several areas, you may want to purchase it.  
 

• Suggested by a reading teacher: PowerScore LSAT Reading Comprehension Bible Workbook by 
David M. Killoran. It has explanations and exercises for each of the different reading skills 
categories.  https://www.amazon.com/PowerScore-Reading-Comprehension-Workbook-
Powerscore/dp/0984658351 
 

• Recommended by the same teacher, you can take online courses or practice at this site: 
https://spscc.instructure.com/courses/1345787/pages/reading-comprehension-test When 
you get there, sign up FREE as a teacher, and then click on “Ready-to-use-assessments.” 
 

• Project Learn of Summit County offers literacy help: 
http://www.projectlearnsummit.org/cms/site/5a003e970a830eaa/index.html  

 
• Try Googling “reading comprehension practice quizzes.” There are all kinds of websites 

available that can give you instant feedback or that have suggestions for improvement. If you 
find one that’s especially helpful, let me know. This kind of resource was never available to 
people before the internet! If you’re discouraged by how hard it is for you to work at 
decoding or comprehension, remember that the majority of people in ancient cultures were 
not even literate at all. You’re ahead of the game, and you are not too old to improve.  

 

Following up on the work we did in class about Making a Mental Movie, how about practicing 
some more on your own? 
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1. Go to your bookshelf and choose two books of different genres. Find a paragraph in 
each to use as practice, using the divided-page technique we used in class and 
drawing your visualizations.  

 
2. Find an example from the Bible (Psalms or Prophets are especially figurative) and 

draw your mental movie. In fact, while you do your regular reading this week, just 
slow down and think about how you can visualize what is being said. 

 
3. If you struggle with visualization, try searching around on YouTube for helpful videos. 

Try “reading strategies” or “visualization” as your search terms to get you started.  
 

Foreign Language 

Rather than taking up class time to teach you how to use Blue Letter Bible, I hope you’ll 
spend some time on your own working through their tutorial videos so that you won’t be 
confused by what is happening when we start doing word studies together. (If you prefer to 
learn by reading text, the site itself has several textual tutorials under the Help heading.) 

Video tutorials:  https://www.blueletterbible.org/help/videoHelps.cfm 

Or you can go to YouTube and search for Blue Letter Bible to find their channel if you prefer 
to “Play All.”  (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGF1fDwSyXL0VqtiEzLeB5g)  

You’ll see that the tutorials are divided into 5 sections: 

• Quickstart 
• The Bible 
• Word Searching 
• User Preferences/Customization 
• Advanced BLB 

If you watched ALL of the videos, it would take about an hour. I’d be delighted if you would 
at least watch the first three groups (about a half hour total). Each video is about 1-3 minutes 
long.  

Want more? YouTube has a lot of videos of people showing how they like to use BLB. Search 
for “blue letter bible tutorial.” 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 6 

 
Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 9 
• Literature Lesson 3 
• Foreign Language Lesson 3 
• Story: “Hometown Boy” 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Atonement 
• Creed 
• Cult 

Be sure to keep reviewing all the ones that you’ve learned!  

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 

 

Literature 

1. Look back over the ten obstacles to good interpretation. Which of these do you think are 
(or will be) the most challenging for you to overcome? 
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2. Look up the Book of Hosea in a study Bible and turn to the introductory pages before 
Chapter 1 actually begins. (If you don’t own a study Bible, go to 
https://www.biblica.com/resources/scholar-notes/niv-study-bible/. This is the NIV Study 
Bible online. 

 
a. List here some things you learn from the introduction about the author, the 

purpose of the book, etc. 

 

 

b. Which of the ten obstacles will this information help you overcome when you’re 
reading? It could be several. 

 

 

3. If you don’t have another devotional or Bible study that you’re in the middle of and you 
need some more connection with the scriptures this week, work your way through 
Hosea. Divide up the 14 chapters by the number of days you can devote to it, then read 
one of your sections each day. Take notes in a notebook specifically related to the 
following: 

 
• What did you learn about what God is like? 
• What did you notice about what people are like? 
• Is there anything this reveals about something that needs to change in 

your own personal life or way of thinking? 
• Make note of the places that were difficult to understand or where you 

think there is a fairly significant difference in context from Hosea’s time to 
ours. Try to determine which of the ten obstacles might be keeping you 
from understanding. It may help to consult another translation or two, 
and even to imagine how this message may have looked and sounded in 
Hosea’s day. 

 

Logic 

Review the “Making Assumptions” fallacies by completing Logic Lesson 5 in the student 
handbook (starting on page 255). An answer key is available on the class web page. 
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Reading 
 
Below, I have reproduced Chapter 4 from a book called Misreading Scripture with Western 
Eyes. Instead of writing in an ACTUAL book (*gasp*), I’m going to let you practice with a 
chapter on paper. I think you’ll enjoy this selection and learn a lot from it. As you read with 
your pencil in hand, try marking in the ways we talked about in class: 
 

• Underline any main points or summary statements, as well as anything of particular 
interest to you. To decide whether it’s worth underlining, think, “When I go back and 
flip through this book, is this something I’d like to make sure I see again?” 

• Put a question mark next to anything confusing. 
• Put an exclamation mark next to anything surprising. 
• Make a note to yourself if you might like to study something further. 
• If you disagree with the author or see things differently, indicate that, and why. 
• Add whatever other markings you think of! 
• When you’re done, go back to the top of the chapter and write a 1-2 sentence 

summary of what the whole chapter was about. 
• I’d like to discuss your findings next week if we have time! 
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4 
CAPTAIN OF MY SOUL 

Individualism and Collectivism1 

Except for a brief stretch in the seventeenth century, and despite many missionary efforts 
over time, Christianity never took root in Japan before the modern era. In The Samurai, 
Japanese Catholic novelist Shusaku Endo explores some of the crosscultural challenges that 
made the Japanese slow to adopt the Christian faith. Speaking to a council of bishops about 
the progress of the mission in Japan, veteran missionary Father Valente explains: 

The Japanese never live their lives as individuals. We European missionaries were 
not aware of that fact. Suppose we have a single Japanese here. We try to convert 
him. But there was never a single individual we could call “him” in Japan. He has a 
village behind him. A family. And more. There are also his dead parents and 
ancestors. That village, that family, those parents and ancestors are bound to him 
tightly, as though they were living beings. That is why he is not an isolated human 
being. He is an aggregate who must shoulder the burden of village, family, parents, 
ancestors.… When the first missionary to Japan, Francisco Xavier, began his labours 
in the southern provinces, this was the most formidable obstacle he encountered. The 
Japanese said, “I believe the Christian teachings are good. But I would be betraying 
my ancestors if I went to a Paradise where they cannot dwell.” 

What the fictional Father Valente articulates is a very real difference between how 
Westerners and non-Westerners understand personal identity and the relationship of the 
individual in society. 

 
Western societies are, by and large, individualistic societies. The most important entity in 

an individualistic culture is the individual person. The person’s identity comes by 
distinguishing herself from the people around her. She is encouraged to avoid peer pressure 
and be an independent thinker. She will make her decisions regardless of what others think; 
she may defy her parents with her choice of a college major or career or spouse. The highest 
goal and virtue in this sort of culture is being true to oneself. The supreme value is the 
sovereignty of the individual. 

 
A great example of the individualist orientation of Westerners can be found in debates 

among students, parents and educators over school uniforms. Anecdotal evidence indicates 
that uniforms reduce bullying and other violence among students, increase academic 
performance (because kids aren’t as concerned about what their classmate is wearing) and 
generally make the school safer by making it easier to identify intruders (because students are 
all dressed alike). As compelling as an increase in safety and academic achievement might 

 
1 E. Randolph Richards and Brandon J. O’Brien, Misreading Scripture With Western Eyes: Removing 
Cultural Blinders to Better Understand the Bible. IVP Books, 2012. 
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be, many people object to school uniforms because they inhibit individuality. Some 
Americans argue school uniforms limit our First Amendment rights of free expression. 
Others put this issue more generally and argue that eliminating a student’s ability to choose 
his or her wardrobe means that “student identity as an individual is lost,” or that “being 
required to wear a uniform teaches an early lesson in lack of choice—something that is 
contrary to core American values.” For some, maintaining individual choice is more 
important than improving safety and education. This line of thought is likely to resonate with 
most of our readers. 

 
Collectivist cultures are very different indeed. In a collectivist culture, the most important 

entity is the community—the family, the tribe or the country—and not the individual. 
Preserving the harmony of the community is everyone’s primary goal, and is perceived as 
much more important than the self-expression or self-fulfillment of the individual. A 
person’s identity comes not from distinguishing himself from the community, but in knowing 
and faithfully fulfilling his place. One’s goal is not to get ahead or move beyond one’s 
community; after all, “the tallest blade of grass is cut first.” Rather, members of collectivist 
cultures make decisions based on the counsel of elders—parents, aunts or uncles. The highest 
goal and virtue in this sort of culture is supporting the community. This makes people happy 
(makarios). 

 
You may remember from the introduction my (Randy’s) shock at discovering that 

Indonesian elders were considering barring a young couple from church membership because 
they had eloped, which was considered a grievous sin in their culture. The difference of 
opinion between the elders and me had to do with my being from an individualist culture and 
their being from a collectivist one. In individualist cultures, people marry for “love” (or at 
least that’s what we call it). What we mean is that the only person who decides whom I 
should marry is me. It goes without saying for us that when it comes to this most important 
of decisions, I should be free to do what seems best to me. It’s no one’s business but mine 
(and my future spouse’s, of course). 

 
Things are not so simple in a collectivist culture. Arranged marriages are much more 

common in collectivist cultures, because it goes without saying that, in this most important of 
decisions, the community should decide what’s best for the young people. Marriage is not 
simply between a man and a woman. One family marries another (which is more true than 
we Westerners like to admit). And only the community can determine if two families make a 
good match. This might sound restricting to you. It does to most Westerners. But many non-
Westerners view this supervision as helping: How can you abandon a poor twenty-two-year-
old to make such an incredibly important decision on his or her own? To do so would be 
calloused and uncaring. 

 
Still, we admit that, to us, it seems like meddling. And the meddling begins long before 

the decision to marry. I (Randy) remember a conversation with a group of parents in a remote 
Indonesian village. 

 
“Is it true,” they asked incredulously, “that American teenagers who like each other go 

out by themselves at night?” 
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“Yes,” I replied. “We call it dating.” 
 
“Wow, you Americans are amazing,” they observed. “If Indonesian kids did that, 

someone would get pregnant.” I nodded that, indeed, American teenagers are models of self-
restraint. 

 
Indonesians look at the dating challenge differently. For Indonesians, it seems unfair to 

leave an individual in a situation in which his or her only real protection is willpower. They 
seem to recognize that willpower is more effective the less you like someone. Ideally then, to 
be safe, you should only date people you don’t particularly like; then your willpower will 
certainly protect you. The challenge is that the more you like someone, the less restraining 
your willpower becomes. I explain their concept this way: when you put sodium and chloride 
together, you get salt. Whose fault is it: the sodium’s or the chloride’s? Exactly. So it is with 
young love. My Indonesian friends think that the community should protect the individual. 
What is Christian community for, they ask, if not to protect each other? Indonesian Christian 
teens, for their part, have told me (and I am inclined to believe them) that they are relieved 
that someone else is responsible for protecting them. 

 
Even though Western culture is individualistic, there are some venues or subcultures in 

which collectivist mentalities are evident. One is team sports. In team sports, the goal is to 
work together to achieve a common goal, not to draw attention to oneself. We preserve this 
ideal in the saying, “There is no I in team.” Another place we see a collectivist mentality is in 
the military. Personal identity is not celebrated in the military; that’s why new recruits have 
their heads shaved and everyone wears the same uniform. One is expected to surrender his or 
her own personal desires and interests for the good of his or her platoon and, ultimately, the 
country. Of course, even within these collectivist subcultures, appeal is made to individual 
self-actualization. Team sports keep record of individual statistics and celebrate the superstar. 
As for the military, one longtime army slogan is “Be all that you can be.” A newer one is 
“An Army of One”—an admittedly odd slogan, but clearly designed to appeal to an 
individualist. 

 
Another way to note the differences between individualistic and collectivistic cultures is 

by how names work. We get our convention of a tripartite name (first, middle and last) from 
the Romans, but we don’t use it like they did. Our individualism shows up in our usage, 
while their collectivism is displayed in theirs. Roman citizens were required to have a given 
name (praenomen), a clan/ancestral name (nomen) and a family/tribe name (cognomen). 
Somewhat the reverse of North American culture, Romans often used only their family name 
when they signed their letters. Given names were very common, but they were often just 
written as an initial. Thus, the famous orator M. Tullius Cicero referred to himself simply by 
his family name, Cicero. The individual name is even abbreviated: M. for Marcus. In 
Western culture, we want to differentiate ourselves from our families, so we emphasize our 
first names; they desired the opposite. Likewise, in the East today, the family name comes 
first. Americans often mess this up. 
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It is difficult to present the values of a collectivist culture in a positive light to Western 
hearers. We as your authors often struggle to explain a collectivist worldview without 
sounding critical. In Western cultures, individual choice is to be protected at all cost. 
Communities that do not protect it are oppressive; individuals who will not practice it are 
weak-minded. Conformity, a virtue in a collectivist culture, is a vice in ours. Conforming is a 
sign of immaturity, a failure to realize your full potential, an inability to “leave the nest” or 
“cut the cord.” Of course, it is equally difficult to put a positive spin on individualist virtues, 
such as self-reliance, in a collectivist culture. Non-Westerners often consider collectivism 
one of their finest traits. Such an individualist in the East is described as someone who 
“doesn’t get along” or “breaks harmony” or “seeks his own glory” or “is self-important.” 
Obviously, we prefer the idea that we are “self-reliant.” 

The Wrong Idea 

Our individualist assumptions affect our reading of Scripture in many ways, some of them 
more serious than others. Because individualism goes without being said in the West, we can 
often get the wrong idea of what an event described in the Bible might have looked like. This 
can lead to the more serious problem of misunderstanding what it meant. 
 

My (Brandon’s) acting career peaked in my teen years, when I played Joseph in our 
church’s Christmas production. I sang a solo while I quieted our restless baby Jesus (a real 
live newborn) and looked lovingly at Mary, a girl I knew from youth group. We represented 
the holy couple as I’d always imagined them: serene and solitary, huddled with the infant 
Savior in a tidy barn. I don’t remember all the words to the song, but it had to do with being 
faithful in the face of the daunting and singular experience of fathering the Christ child. 

 
This goes to show that pretty much the entire Christmas story has been Westernized, a 

product of Victorian English customs and practices. Since we know from prophecy that Jesus 
needed to be born in Bethlehem, we don’t ask the obvious question: why in the world would 
a guy drag his pregnant wife across the country? We assume the Romans must have required 
it (within the will of God, of course). Sure, the Romans required a census, but they allowed a 
large window of time for people to register. It wasn’t in Rome’s best interest to suddenly 
require everyone in the empire to travel to their ancestral homeland during one weekend. It 
seems clear in the text that Mary and Joseph were traveling during festival time—that’s why 
all the inns were full. Bethlehem was what we might call a bedroom community, or suburb, 
for Jerusalem. Joseph, unlike many Galileans, was apparently a regular attender of Judean 
festivals. This might explain why Joseph wanted to visit Jerusalem when he did. But why 
take Mary when she was “great with child”? It wasn’t ignorance; ancients knew how to count 
to nine. The reason is simple: if Joseph was of the lineage of David, then so were all his 
relatives. So were all of Mary’s relatives. Moreover, in antiquity one’s relatives were the 
birthing crew. Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem when they did because everybody else 
was going. We imagine Joseph and Mary trudging alone up to Jerusalem, in the quiet of 
night. Nope. They were part of two large clans—his and hers. (This also explains how Mary 
and Joseph could “misplace” the twelve-year-old Jesus later. They assumed that he was with 
his perhaps hundred cousins as the extended family headed home. Only at evening did the 
boy Jesus go missing.) The birth of Jesus was no solitary event, witnessed only by the doting 
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parents in the quiet of a cattle fold. It was likely a noisy, bustling event attended by 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. 

 
Our individualist tendencies can also give us the wrong idea about how some of the 

biblical books were composed. We envision Paul writing his letters like we used to write 
them before email: we plopped down at a desk in a quiet place with pen and paper. We 
composed, privately, as we wrote. We then signed our name and mailed it off. Our signature 
indicated that the words and thoughts in the letter were our very own. Ancient letter-writing 
was different in just about every way. Ancients had no writing desks. Authors commonly 
stood and dictated while a scribe sat with a sheet of parchment balanced on his knee or in his 
lap. Paul would not have locked himself away in some private room to write. (It would have 
been too dark anyway.) He more likely would have sat in a public place: the breezy, well-lit 
atrium of a prosperous home like Lydia’s, or in an upstairs balconied apartment. Family and 
friends walking by would have stopped to listen (ancients read out loud) and to offer advice 
(it shows you care). 

 
Posture and place were perhaps the smallest differences. Six of Paul’s letters indicate 

they were written with a coauthor, yet we traditionally ignore the other authors (1 Cor 1:1; 2 
Cor 1:1; Gal 1:1–2; Phil 1:1; Col 1:1; 1 Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:1). In antiquity, teamwork and 
cooperation were the norms. Paul always had a team. When he lost his first team partner, he 
did not journey again until he had gotten another one (Acts 15:36–41). When he left his team 
in Berea on the second journey, he went on his own to Athens. We don’t notice, but Luke’s 
readers would have been alarmed: Paul was alone! As they would expect, Paul had no one to 
help him when he got into a bit of trouble. Fortunately, when there was trouble in 
Thessalonica and Berea, Paul had friends to help (Acts 17:9, 14). Luke notes that Paul 
(wisely) starts work in Corinth only after becoming part of a community with Aquila and 
Priscilla and, implicitly, their trade guild (Acts 18:2–3). 

 
It is very natural, then, that just as partnership was assumed in ministry, so also it was 

assumed in composing a letter. When it was time to write back to the church in Corinth, Paul 
most likely gathered his beloved team members around him to discuss the needs in the 
Corinthian church and what they should say to them. After discussing the sticky issues at 
length, it was time to start the letter, with a secretary (probably hired from the market) and 
stacks of wax tablets. The resulting letter would have been a collaborative effort. Even if we 
notice the coauthor in the letter’s greeting at all (Sosthenes in 1 Corinthians and Timothy in 2 
Corinthians, for example), we are likely to assume that they were passive participants. Surely 
Paul is the creative and theological genius behind the letters, we think: the single, solitary, 
individual source of the letter’s content. Doubtful. It is more likely that the letters were 
composed with the coauthors actively contributing. Paul’s missionary endeavors were a team 
effort. This is more than just a bit of trivia. Scholars have debated for centuries whether all 
the letters attributed to Paul in the New Testament were actually written by him. Many will 
argue that Paul couldn’t have written certain letters because they don’t have Pauline 
characteristics—that is, they don’t “sound” like Paul. But if Paul regularly worked with 
coauthors and secretaries, if they actively contributed content and turns of phrase, then this 
might explain why Paul’s letters have variations in style. They bear the marks of his partners. 
The Spirit’s inspiration covered the entire process. 
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“Me and Jesus” 

Our individualist assumptions can influence our reading of Scripture in more serious ways. In 
Western individualist cultures, the decision to become a Christian is a personal and 
individual decision. This is illustrated clearly by a song many of us grew up singing during 
the invitation at the end of a church service, when lost sinners were invited to accept Christ in 
faith. “I have decided to follow Jesus,” we sang, “no turning back, no turning back.” The 
individual nature of the decision is evident from the first stanza: “I have decided.” But our 
individualist perspective is even clearer is a later verse. “Though none go with me,” we sing, 
“I still will follow.” Certainly, even for Westerners, the prospect of isolation because of the 
faith is not comforting. Yet it is in some ways natural. We are used to our decisions, and thus 
our conversion, being personal and private affairs. 

 
In collectivist societies, conversion is not strictly an individual decision, so it is often not 

an individual experience. This may seem strange and even unbiblical to Western Christians, 
who emphasize a personal and individual decision to follow Christ. But in non-Western 
cultures, group conversions—when whole families or tribes come to faith at once—are not 
uncommon. Granted, Jesus makes it clear that the decision to follow him may at some point 
put a believer at variance with his or her family. In what is surely one of Jesus’ most difficult 
teachings—no matter where you’re from—he claims, “If anyone comes to me and does not 
hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—
such a person cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:26). But there are other times in Scripture when 
it is clear that whole households come to faith together. In Acts 16, Paul and Silas are 
miraculously freed from their chains in prison. The jailer, apparently recognizing what 
happened as an act of God, asks the men, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30). 
Their response is striking: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household” (Acts 16:31, emphasis added). Three more times in the passage, the “whole 
household” is mentioned. The apostles share the gospel with the jailer and “to all the others 
in his house”; they baptize him “and all his household”; and they rejoice that he believed in 
God with “his whole household” (16:32–34). (See also Acts 10:2; 11:14; 16:15; 18:8.) 

 
For many Western readers, what goes without being said about the conversion of the 

jailer’s household is that we assume each person in the family must have been convinced 
independently and privately of the truth of the gospel and must have made a personal 
decision to follow Jesus. Many Christians will assume further that it was only the adults in 
the family who made this decision, since only adults could have expressed their will in the 
matter. But this is not necessarily true. As the illustration from The Samurai above illustrates, 
conversion to a new religion is a serious decision for someone from a collectivist society. 
Duane Elmer, a professor of missions and intercultural studies, explains in his book Cross-
Cultural Connections that when he shared Christ with Asian adults, he “was constantly told 
that they could not make a decision to follow Christ without asking a parent, uncle, aunt or 
all three.” At first he thought this was an evasive maneuver, a ruse to avoid making the hard 
decision of faith. Over time he realized that this is simply how collectivist cultures work. 
People “do not make major decisions without talking it over with the proper authority figures 
in their extended family.” This is hard for us Westerners to understand. We believe they are 
simply doing what the authority figure(s) said and not making the decision for themselves. 
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This is not necessarily so. My (Randy’s) Asian friend speaks of his conversion this way: “My 
father is wiser than I am. If he says Jesus is better, then I know Jesus is better.” My friend has 
a faith as strong and rooted as mine. His certitude about Jesus came a different way than 
mine, but it is as firm. When the wise matriarch Lydia decided Paul’s god was best, her 
household was convinced as well (Acts 16:14–15). 

Individualism, Collectivism and the Church 

Of course biblical interpretation plays out in Christian practice, so that there is something 
practical at stake in this discussion. In the West, the concept of family continues to constrict, 
so that it often now refers only to one’s parents and/or children and select other near kin or 
close friends referred to as “aunt” and “uncle.” We seem to be happiest when we can choose 
the people we identify as family. In the East, by contrast, family is often identified solely 
based on bloodlines. Once the relationship is determined, culture then outlines the 
expectations and obligations of each member. Essentially, then, one’s identity and duties are 
defined by one’s family: “Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” (Mk 6:3), and similarly by one’s hometown: “We 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also 
wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (Jn 1:45). The way the Bible portrays the 
family—specifically the expectations and obligations placed on family in collectivist 
cultures—challenges the way Westerners understand our identity and duties as the church, 
the “family of God.” 

 
The non-Western concept of family is broader than the Western. But Jesus expanded it 

even more. For Jesus, family not only designated one’s immediate, biological relatives but 
included all who are knit together in faith. Once while Jesus was teaching in someone’s 
home, a messenger told him his mother and brothers wanted to speak with him. Jesus pointed 
to his disciples and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of 
my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother” (Mt 12:49–50). This is a radical 
statement in a culture in which birth determines your family. 

 
But the apostle Paul continues Jesus’ emphasis on spiritual family in his epistles. In 1 

Timothy and Titus, Paul uses family language to describe how the church of Christ should 
function. First, he refers to his recipients as his sons in the faith (1 Tim 1:2; Tit 1:4). He gives 
instructions regarding the relationships between church members in familial terms. “Do not 
rebuke an older man harshly,” Paul says, “but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat 
younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with 
absolute purity” (1 Tim 5:1–2, emphasis added). Indeed, Cynthia Long Westfall writes that in 
the New Testament, “Kingdom relationships are depicted as the believer’s primary family.” 
This was not the pattern in antiquity. Rome frowned upon claiming family ties without cause. 
Being family gave you obligations. Jesus and Paul’s language about church as family was 
radical talk and not merely cultural convention. 

 
Paul’s vision of church life in his letter to Titus includes every member encouraging and 

instructing the others to embody the gospel in their behavior. The older women are to teach 
the younger women “to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be 
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busy at home … kind … and to be subject to their husbands” (Tit 2:4–5). Older men are to 
encourage the younger men to be self-controlled, to do good and to show integrity and 
seriousness (Tit 2:6–7). When these relationships operate appropriately, the young learn to 
live the gospel by the examples of their Christian “family,” and the Christian community 
embodies the faith in such a way that outsiders take notice and God is glorified. 

 
This way of thinking about church is challenging to Western readers. Many of us joke 

that “you can’t choose your family.” But we all know full well that we can choose our 
church. In the West, church is considered a voluntary association. That is, people join a 
church freely and voluntarily, and they take on certain responsibilities—or don’t—as they 
choose. This view of church began to predominate in North America after the Great 
Awakening of the 1740s. Before then, people (in Puritan New England, at least) became part 
of the church not when they chose to but when they were baptized as infants. Later, they 
became full members when they gave an account of their personal experience of conversion. 
Under this system, children were regarded as children of the covenant. The congregation had 
a responsibility to help rear them to saving faith. As a result of the Awakening, however, 
many began to believe that the system of infant baptism led to an impure church that was 
mixed with believers and unbelievers alike. They feared people would have a false sense of 
security in their faith because they were baptized as infants, even though they had no 
personal relationship with Jesus. Many of the people who felt this way eventually left the 
older established churches to form new ones in which membership was based solely on 
believers’ baptism. Adults who could give an account of saving faith and symbolized it in 
baptism then joined the church voluntarily (i.e., not because they were “forced” through 
baptism as infants). In this new system, what legitimized the church was everyone’s decision 
to associate with it. People entered the church on the basis of their individual experience and 
decision; they were free to leave on the basis of their individual decision. They became part 
of the group, but their identity wasn’t determined by the group. 

 
If we’re not careful, our individualistic assumptions about church can lead us to think of 

the church as something like a health club. We’re members because we believe in the 
mission statement and want to be a part of the action. As long as the church provides the 
services I want, I’ll stick around. But when I no longer approve of the vision, or am no longer 
“being fed,” I’m out the door. This is not biblical Christianity. Scripture is clear that when we 
become Christians, we become—permanently and spiritually—a part of the church. We 
become part of the family of God, with all the responsibilities and expectations that word 
connotes in the non-Western world. We don’t choose who else is a Christian with us. But we 
are committed to them, bound to them by the Spirit. And we are not free to dissociate our 
identities from them—mainly because once we are all in Christ, our own individual identities 
are no longer of primary importance. Paul used the metaphor of a body to emphasize that all 
the parts belong to and depend on one another (1 Cor 12). 

 
But we can miss this, because a flaw in the English language works together with our 

love for individualism. In English, you can be both singular and plural. That is, we can’t 
differentiate formally between you (singular) and you (plural). Most languages don’t endure 
this ambiguity. And deep down, we don’t like to either. That’s why English speakers in 
different regions come up with colloquial terms to differentiate between the two: y’all, 
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you’ns, you guys, you lot, youse (Scotland), yous (Liverpool) and even yous guys (parts of 
New York). Biblical Greek could differentiate between you singular and you plural. But we 
miss this in our English translations. Paul asked the Corinthians: “Do you not know that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own” (1 Cor 6:19). We typically understand the singulars and plurals in this 
verse backwards. In the original Greek, the you is plural and temple is singular. Paul is 
saying, “All of you together are a singular temple for the Holy Spirit.” God doesn’t have 
millions of little temples scattered around. Together we make the dwelling for the Spirit. 
Peter uses a beautiful metaphor for this spiritual reality. He calls believers “living stones” 
who are being built together into “a spiritual house for a holy priesthood” (1 Pet 2:5 nasb). 

 
Yet even in Peter’s image of one temple in which we are each stones, we in the West may 

assume that the emphasis is on the parts. We think, “Look, I’m this unique stone right there.” 
It’s a little like buying a commemorative brick for a building project, one with your name on 
it. We’re happy to be part of the collective as long as we are still individually recognizable. 
But what went without being said for Peter and his audience—and much of the rest of the 
world today—is that the emphasis is on the whole. They would have thought, “I’m an 
indistinguishable part of this whole, but a part nonetheless.” Paul was reflecting this thought 
in his letter to the Ephesians: “In him [Christ] the whole building is joined together and rises 
to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you [plural] too are being built together to 
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” (Eph 2:21–22). 

 
So why go to church? Why worship with a group? Because, in some way we may not 

fully understand, the Spirit indwells the group in a way the Spirit does not indwell the 
individual. We are all built together to become one, whole building: a single dwelling for his 
Spirit. Like it or not, we need each other. As Rodney Reeves noted, “I cannot worship God 
by myself.” 

Conclusion 

In 2010, novelist Anne Rice (famous for Interview with the Vampire) decided that she’d had 
enough of being a Christian. Ten years before, she had converted to the faith (or came back 
to the faith) and started writing a series of novels about the life of Christ. Eventually she 
couldn’t take it anymore. She announced on Facebook that although she still believed in 
Jesus, she could no longer associate with his followers. Here’s what she said: “Today I quit 
being a Christian. I’m out. I remain committed to Christ as always but not to being 
‘Christian’ or to being part of Christianity. It’s simply impossible for me to ‘belong’ to this 
quarrelsome, hostile, disputatious, and deservedly infamous group. For ten years, I’ve tried. 
I’ve failed. I’m an outsider. My conscience will allow nothing else.” 

 
While we certainly can resonate with her frustration, her perspective betrays a Western 

and individualistic view of the church that the Bible simply doesn’t support. She wanted to 
distinguish her own identity from that of the church, making it clear that her identity is not 
bound up in anything but her own faith. Her individual conscience provided a truer moral 
compass—in her opinion—than two thousand years of history. Now, we’re not picking on 
Anne Rice; she simply provides a famous example. But we see this tendency all the time 
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among Christian college students and young adults. It has become increasingly popular in 
recent years for believers to call themselves Christ-followers instead of Christians. Like 
Rice, they don’t want to be associated with the negative, nominal and cultural connotations 
of the word Christian. Associating with Christ but not his church is a distinction Jesus would 
never have made. In his final prayer to the Father before his crucifixion, Jesus prayed that his 
followers would recognize that they are eternally knit together and that their corporate 
testimony would win even more followers to the Way. “I do not ask on behalf of these 
alone,” Jesus prayed, “but for those also who believe in Me through their word”—that’s us—
“that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be 
in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me” (Jn 17:20–21 nasb). Jesus viewed 
us—his church—as a collectivist community. He came to establish a people of God, over 
which he would reign as king. It is not really “me and Jesus.” He will reign in my heart 
because he will reign over all creation (Phil 2:10). In the West, it may help if the church 
started thinking more in terms of we than me. 

 
One practice that has been extremely useful for both of us in trying to identify with a 

collectivist worldview is reading fiction written by authors with a collectivist perspective. 
This provides readers the opportunity to be immersed in a new point of view, experiencing 
the tensions and difficulties at least vicariously. This can be particularly helpful if the 
novelists happen to be Christians; they’ll help you wrestle with new ways of understanding 
the Bible. In the “Resources for Further Explanation” at the end of the book, we’ve made a 
few suggestions of authors and novels that provide an effective immersion into a 
collectivistic mindset. 

 
Additionally, make a conscious effort to read the you in biblical texts as plural. Don’t 

worry if you get it wrong. You’re trying to correct a bad habit, and it’s okay to overcorrect at 
first. Take the time to tease out the implications of interpreting the text through an 
individualist lens and through a collectivist one. To return to a previous example, if you 
understand 1 Corinthians 6:19 to mean: “your [singular] body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who is in you [singular], whom you [singular] have received from God,” you might conclude 
a good application would be, “I need to quit smoking.” (That’s what many of the people we 
grew up around believed.) If, however, you read “your [plural] body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you [plural], whom you [plural] have received from God,” you might 
conclude Paul’s concern has more to do with the community at large. In the context of 1 
Corinthians 6, Paul is speaking about visiting temple prostitutes. If you read the passage 
individually, you think in terms of personal repercussions, but Paul was actually worried 
about how bad behavior contaminated the entire congregation. 

 
Reading in the plural is unnatural for Westerners. But it’s an important skill to learn if we 

hope to be the Christian community God has made us to be. 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 7 

 
Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 10 
• Literature Lesson 4 
• Foreign Language Lesson 4 
• Logic Lesson 6 
• Story: “The King’s Shame” 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Christology 
• Ecclesiology 
• Eschatology 

Be sure to keep reviewing all the ones that you’ve learned!  

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
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Literature 

Keep a running list this week of the genres of literature you read. Try to notice every time 
you’re reading something, either printed on paper or on the computer! (Shopping lists, 
emails, texts, different types of books, etc.) Roughly how many different genres do you 
encounter in a normal week? Notice that you have expectations about what each one of 
these ought to contain (or not contain!). 
 
In recent years, the Bible Project has made some great videos to help us understand the 
Bible from many different angles. I love the way they simplify things without creating 
controversy! As we explore some literary techniques and then a few specific genres of the 
Bible in our upcoming lessons, I’d like to direct you to watch some of their explainer videos 
as complementary material. For this week, please find the “How to Read the Bible” series on 
www.bibleproject.com. Then watch the 4 episodes that are in the “Intro to the Bible” 
section:  
 

• What is the Bible?   
• The Story of the Bible 
• Literary Styles 
• Ancient Jewish Meditation Literature 

 
Here’s the direct link to the page: https://bibleproject.com/explore/category/how-to-read-
bible-introduction  
 
 
Reading 
 
Go back and review the notes about how to disagree with an author. Then as you read your 
book this week (because you’ve started reading one, right?), especially try to notice places 
where you do not agree. Try to determine whether it’s because you don’t entirely 
understand the author or because you have legitimate points of disagreement. Think about 
whether you might avoid reading because you don’t like the conflict, or whether you have a 
mental argument with the author when you disagree. Do you turn your disagreement into 
something helpful, do you just ignore it and move on, or do you find a way to vent your 
frustration? 
 
One thing that might be interesting for you to practice on is the story that I read to you this 
week about David and Bathsheba. I presented some the perspective that Bathsheba was 
likely a willing accomplice in David’s adultery, rather than a victim taken by force. Others 
disagree with that conclusion! I’ve heard several presentations in which the case was made 
that Bathsheba was a typical female victim of a king who just took whatever he wanted. It’s 
what I always assumed, until I read the perspective presented in the story. If you disagree, 
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can you show where Dr. Bailey and/or the authors of Misreading Scripture (my sources for 
the story) are uninformed, misinformed, illogical, or incomplete? Is your disagreement more 
of an emotional reaction because you don’t like hearing something that contradicts what you 
were taught before? Even if you don’t disagree, still make the effort to see what the strong 
and weak points might be in the argument and why we probably can’t be entirely sure one 
way or the other. 
 
 
Foreign Language 
 
We have now introduced the tools for doing word studies, common mistakes that we’re 
likely to make if we’re not careful, and the five steps for doing word studies. We’re all ready 
now to really get into actually doing it! I’m not going to ask you to actually go through the 
five steps yourself until we’ve done it together, but it’s time to start finding words that you’d 
like to study! The best way to come up with words is to pay attention when you’re reading 
and notice when the meaning of a word could change the interpretation of the passage. So 
start keeping a running list of your own words! 
 
The following is a list from Johnny Cisneros that could keep you busy for a whole year if you 
did one each week. Put a mark by the ones that you may want to start with. 
 
 
Spiritual  
Kingdom 
Authority 
Power 
Reign 
Spirit 
Word 
Law 
Flesh 
Heart 
Mind 
Soul 
Image 
Life 
Death 
Sin 
World 
Gospel 
Grace 
Reconciliation 
Salvation 

Adoption 
Righteousness 
Holiness  
Redemption 
Repentance  
Baptism  

Church  
Fellowship  
Disciple  
Preach  
Worship  
Prayer  
Song 
Sacrifice 
Temple 
Love 
Joy 
Peace 
Patience 
Kindness 

Goodness 
Faithfulness 
Gentleness 
Self-Control   
Hope  
Coming  
Resurrection  
Glory  
Judgment  
Hell  
Heaven
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 8 

 
Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 11 
• Literature Lesson 5 
• Foreign Language Lesson 5 
• Story: “The Cloud Rider” 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Chiasm 
• Pericope 
• Typology 

Be sure to keep reviewing all the ones that you’ve learned. We’ll be using all of them in class 
again next time! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church. 
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Logic 
 
Review the Statistical Fallacies by identifying the examples in Lesson 7 in your student 
handbook. An answer key is available on the class web page. 

 

Literature 

Find some opportunities this week to really pay attention to how people talk. Maybe it will 
be when you’re listening to a sermon or to others’ conversation. Notice how often people 
use idioms or other forms of figurative language. Imagine you’re Amelia Bedelia and what 
the world would look like if you took every statement literally! 

 
Reading 
 
If you are currently reading a novel or read one recently, think about the things we said in 
this lesson with that novel in mind.  
 

• What experiences does it give you a glimpse into that you would not be able to have 
on your own? 

• What time periods or historical events does it help you learn something about? 
• Do you agree with the author’s worldview? Does he/she believe the world and 

humanity are basically good or bad? Is there any place for the work of God in the 
story or is he left completely out of it (or maybe even blamed for bad things)? How do 
people find peace or happiness? 

• Are good things seen as good and bad things seen as bad, or is there a blurring of the 
lines? 

• When people sin, is it brushed over or does it have realistic consequences? 
• Is justice done in the end? 
• Did the book give you a chance to delight in human art and creativity because of its 

literary quality? 
 
You won’t be able to answer all these questions with every book, and maybe you’ll think of 
more questions.  
 
I’ll use the Hunger Games series to illustrate this sort of thinking. I read these books aloud 
with my kids so we could work through some of these worldview issues together (and 
because it was a gripping story about humanity). Here’s how I would mentally process the 
relevant questions above, in no particular order: 
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The story did not include God at all. It did maintain a sense of injustice when one 
group dominated all the others. Hurting others, gluttony, and killing were all 
portrayed very negatively. Helping one’s enemies was cast in a positive light. When 
one character (Gale) later turned to violence to overthrow the enemy and wanted to 
dominate them in his own way, this was viewed negatively. There was resolution in 
the end, yet it was the most realistic portrayal I had ever seen of the brokenness that 
remains after trauma.  
 
One thing I thought a lot about is that it’s rare for an author to really show the 
negative side of the hero/heroine the way the author sometimes portrayed Katniss. 
Yet as readers, we often downplay the negative and elevate the positive 
characteristics of our heroes. It can be difficult to notice how selfish and immature 
she’s really being because you’re inclined to like her, even though she’s really not very 
likeable. Then when it’s made into a movie, she’s beautiful and strong and you’re even 
more inclined to look up to her. This is something that I think we should take more 
care to notice and point out to our kids. The author is doing something to us, and it’s 
better if we notice it and analyze what is really happening instead of just getting 
caught up in the experience.  

 
You can read for enjoyment and still benefit greatly from fiction if you just read with your 
brain on! 
 
 
Foreign Language 
 
Review the word “hope” that we studied together by poking around on BlueLetterBible.com 
and seeing if you can follow the same steps to find the information! 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 9 

Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Literature Lesson 6 
• Foreign Language Lesson 6 
• Logic Lesson 8 
• Story: “A Fisherman Goes to School” 

Literature 

1. Can you find a chiasm in Isaiah 1:21-26? Don’t worry about trying to make every line 
or verse match a later one. Start by underlining a word or phrase at the beginning 
that appears later on in the verse and then match them up. It’s poetry, not an exact 
science. It’s supposed to be interesting and beautiful, not right or wrong.  

 
21 How the faithful city 

    has become a whore, 

    she who was full of justice! 

Righteousness lodged in her, 

    but now murderers. 
22 Your silver has become dross, 

    your best wine mixed with water. 
23 Your princes are rebels 

    and companions of thieves. 

Everyone loves a bribe 

    and runs after gifts. 

They do not bring justice to the fatherless, 

    and the widow's cause does not come to them. 

24 Therefore the Lord declares, 

    the Lord of hosts, 

    the Mighty One of Israel: 

“Ah, I will get relief from my enemies 

    and avenge myself on my foes. 
25 I will turn my hand against you 

    and will smelt away your dross as with lye 

    and remove all your alloy. 
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26 And I will restore your judges as at the first, 

    and your counselors as at the beginning. 

Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, 

    the faithful city.” 

2. Look up these examples of hyperbole in the Bible. I’ll bet you can find a whole lot 
more! How would you restate it in a literal way? 
 

• Deuteronomy 1:28 
 

• Judges 20:16 
 

• Zechariah 9:3 
 

• Matthew 5:29-30 
 

• Matthew 17:20 
 

• Mark 9:23b 
 

• Luke 14:26 
 

3. Look up these examples of parallelism and write whether the author is using the 
second line to a) restate the first line in different words, b) state the opposite of the 
first line, or c) add more information to the first line. 

 
• Proverbs 17:25 

 
• Psalm 120:2 

 
• Ecclesiastes 10:2 

 
• Proverbs 3:11 

 
• Isaiah 53:5 

 
• Proverbs 19:16 

 
• Psalm 96:7 
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Logic 
 
Review all of the fallacies you’ve learned so far by taking the “Bread Quiz” found in Logic 
Lesson 9 in your student handbook.  

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Covenant Theology 
• Dispensationalism 
• Metanarrative 

Be sure to keep reviewing all the ones that you’ve learned.  

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church. 
• Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated back in reverse 

order. 
• Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
• Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in the New Testament. 

 
Foreign Language 
 
Practice doing your own word study using the form below and Blue Letter Bible (or your own 
preferred online tool). 
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WORD STUDY 

 
Step 1: Choose a Word 
 

My word: ____________________________ 
 
This word is used _____________ times in the Bible in English. 
 
It is most frequent in the book(s) of _______________________________________. 

 
 
Step 2: Consult an English Dictionary 
 

Write the English definition(s):  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Which sense is most common in your culture? 
 
 
Which sense is most commonly used in your church? 
 
 
Which sense seems like the one being used in your passage? 

 
 
 
 
Step 3: Consult a Hebrew or Greek Dictionary 
 

Using the concordance and reverse interlinear features in your online tools, find the 
Hebrew or Greek word that was translated into your English word: _______________ 

 
 
What are some of the different senses or possible meanings? 
 
 
 
 
What are the key verse references where the word appears? 



          Homework Preparation for Week 9 

 5 

 
Step 4: Observe the Word in Context 
 

Make observations as you look up the key references. What do you notice about the 
circumstance, characters, actions and outcomes in each passage? 
 
Key Reference #1: ________________________ 
 

Circumstance: 
 
Characters: 
 
Actions: 
 
Outcomes: 
 
 

Key Reference #2: ________________________ 
 

Circumstance: 
 
Characters: 
 
Actions: 
 
Outcomes: 

 
 
Keep going with other key references on another sheet of paper! 
 
 
Write a definition of your word based on your observations: 

 
 
 
Step 5: Apply Insights Back to the Word 
 

What did you learn about God’s character or His mission in the world? 
 
 
What did you learn about what your word might mean for your own life? 
 
 
Is there anything you want to stop doing, start doing, or continue doing? 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 10 

Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 12 
• Literature Lesson 7 
• Logic Lesson 12 
• Story: “Passing Through Jericho” 

 
Logic 
 
Have you been noticing people using logical fallacies as you go about your day, watch the 
news, or check Facebook? Review the notes for Logic Lesson 12 and pay extra attention this 
week to see if you can spot these (or other) fallacies in action. 

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Apodictic Law 
• Casuistic Law 
• Holy 

Next week, we’ll play a team game using all the words so far, so be sure to brush up! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 



Let’s Learn!                                                                                                                                                                                       

 2 

• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church. 
• Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated back in reverse 

order. 
• Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
• Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in the New Testament. 
• Covenant Theology:  A system for understanding the overall structure of the Bible that emphasizes 

how God’s plans are always worked out according to his covenants. 
• Dispensationalism:  A theological term that refers to different periods of time in which God worked in 

distinct ways. 
• Metanarrative:  An overarching storyline that gives context, meaning, and purpose to all of life. 

 
Reading 
 
Pick up the next nonfiction book that you want to read. You have at least one, right? Go back 
through the notes from today’s lesson while looking at that book and see how much you can 
determine about it before you even read it. For example: 
 

• Is it a practical book or a theoretical book? 
• If it’s practical, what is it exactly that you hope to learn how to do (or be) better? 
• If it’s theoretical, is it historical, scientific, or philosophical? 
• If it’s historical, what can you determine about the author’s purpose for writing it and 

personal biases? What is the agenda? (Remember, an agenda is not a bad thing, as 
long as it’s not a secret agenda that is somehow trying to trick you!) 

• Are there a lot of footnotes/endnotes, or does it seem to land more heavily on 
personal opinion than scholarly support? 

• Can you discern the structure of the book just from the Table of Contents, chapter 
headings, and section headings? 

• Are there parts of the book that you think you’ll want to read more carefully than 
others? 

• Do you expect to struggle with the language itself—sentence structures, archaic 
vocabulary, etc.? 

• Which of the tips at the end might be helpful to you as you read this book? 
 
We’re going to spend the whole lesson next week looking at an example of how to pre-read a 
book before you actually start at the beginning and tackle the text. I’m pretty hopeful that 
when you learn to take your time in these beginning stages, it will change your life because 
they will really make you a better reader. 
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Literature 

1. Watch the Bible Project videos about biblical narrative that we didn’t get to see in class! 
https://bibleproject.com/explore/category/how-to-read-biblical-narrative 

 
At www.biblproject.com, you’re looking for the How to Read the Bible series, in the 
section called “How to Read Biblical Narrative.” We did “Plot” and “Character” in class, so 
go ahead and watch “Setting,” Design Patterns,” and “The Gospel.” They’re about five 
minutes each. 

 
2. Read the following excerpt from the transcript from Naked Bible Podcast (Dr. Michael 

Heiser). I didn’t have time in today’s lesson to give a lengthy illustration of how to 
interpret narratives, so that’s what I’m trying to provide for you here! Dr. Heiser is 
actually quoting another scholar for part of this, but I wanted to make it as simple as 
possible for you to just read the information, so I removed those references. This may be 
a lot more to think about when you read than you’re ready for, but don’t be discouraged! 
You’re not expected to be able to notice all of these things all by yourself. It’s always 
good, though, to get a peek at what the experts see so you can start to get a grasp on 
what a wide world of exploration is available. This is episode 22, which is called 
“Introducing Genres and Reading Bible Stories Like Fiction.” You can listen to the entire 
episode here if you like:  https://nakedbiblepodcast.com/podcast/naked-bible-022-
introducing-genres-and-reading-bible-stories-like-fiction/ 

 
Our example comes from the first two verses of 2 Samuel 13, which is the tragic 
story of Amnon's rape of Tamar. I'd recommend opening your Bible right now… 
and then read the whole chapter—2 Samuel 13. If you're really ambitious, read 
the next two chapters of the extended story—the fallout. The first two verses say 
this: 
 

1 Now Absalom, David’s son, had a beautiful sister, whose name was 
Tamar; and after a time Amnon, David’s son, loved her. 2 And Amnon was 
so tormented that he made himself ill because of his sister Tamar; for she 
was a virgin, and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do anything to her.  

 
The narrative begins with an exposition in which the characters are introduced. 
We're told four things about the protagonists: their names (Absalom, Tamar, and 
Amnon), their family relations (David's son, sister, and again, David's son in the 
order of the characters). Third, we're told about Tamar's external appearance 
(she's beautiful). And lastly, we're told about Amnon's feelings about Tamar. He 
loved her. All these four features are crucially important for the narrative. The 
names are needed, of course, so that it will be possible to identify the characters in 
the narrative. The family ties between the individuals are important because they 
constitute the basis of the imbroglio [tangled heap] on which the narrative stands. 
Tamar's beauty is undoubtedly the reason for Amnon's love for her, which in turn 
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provides the motive for all that follows. Thus, everything in the exposition is 
essential for understanding the narrative.  
 
The structure of the first verse should be given some attention. The same 
information about the characters could have been conveyed by constructing the 
verse differently. For example, it could have read this way, "Now Amnon, David's 
son, loved Tamar, Absalom's sister, who was very beautiful." Although virtually the 
same information is conveyed here as in the biblical verse, there are fine 
differences, which are significant. The biblical verse is built in such a way that, in 
addition to communicating information about the characters, it also hints about 
what is to come. For instance, Absalom (David's son) is mentioned at the 
beginning of the verse. This is surprising because he plays only a minor role, and 
only then at the conclusion of the whole chapter. It would have seemed sufficient 
to have introduced him then, stating his relation to Tamar. In any case, it's 
remarkable that he, rather than one of the principle characters (either Amnon or 
Tamar) is given a prominent position at the beginning of the first verse. It would 
seem that he's cited here because of the central role he is to fulfill in the later 
developments following Amnon's rape of Tamar. This means that even though the 
narrative of Amnon and Tamar can be regarded as a separate and complete 
literary unit, the opening verse indicates that it only serves as a prologue or a first 
stage in the chain of narrative units that are to follow. The real point is going to be 
Absalom. 
 
Absalom, David's son, opens the verse and Amnon, David's son, closes it, while 
Tamar is in the middle between the two brothers. This structure reflects the 
situation which is to arise in the future when these two sons of David will confront 
one another and Tamar will be the cause of the dissention and disharmony 
between them much later in the story. There's nothing in the verse to indicate that 
the friction between the two brothers is the result of a conflict of political interest 
between them—namely, rivalry over the succession—since David is not referred to 
as "the king" in this verse. Had he been referred to as the king in the first verse, 
then you'd get a hint of a political rivalry. Rather, what you're going to get is a 
table setting, a main event that will cause the tension between these two. The 
tension between Absalom and Amnon is based on family ties. Tamar is the axis, 
and her two brothers are at the opposing poles.  
 
Now, in contrast to Absalom and Amnon (each of whom is defined as “David's 
son”), Tamar is called "Absalom's sister" and not "David's daughter." This should 
be regarded as intimating that she and Absalom have the same mother, even 
though further on in the narrative she is also called "Amnon's sister" by all the 
characters (David, Amnon, Absalom, and Tamar herself), including the narrator. 
The reference to her as Absalom's sister is appropriate to what happens later 
when Absalom, rather than David, acts on her behalf and avenges her 
humiliation.  
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What we learn from this reading is what to see and what to ask about what we 
see. We see the characters, but did we think to ask why they're in the order they're 
presented in? In the Old Testament, order like this (a sequence) can be telling—
especially with respect to birth order or wife order or child order. The orders are 
not accidental or careless. They convey something about pecking order in the 
house or the dynasty, or preferential disposition of a parent or a king, or rank and 
influence, on and on. That is, a simple detail like order reveals other details of 
family dynamics and even ruling dynamics. Further, would we have thought to ask 
why Tamar is characterized with the word "sister" instead of "David's daughter?" 
Would we wonder as we read the story why Absalom just disappears after the first 
verse? Apparently, he's a pointless reference—until the outcome of the story in 2 
Samuel 13 and beyond! After seeing the outcome (that David did nothing about 
the situation except get mad, while Absalom punished the guilty), would that have 
made us realize that the whole episode is in some way propelling the larger story 
of Absalom—his antipathy toward David, his father, and his motive for stealing 
David's kingdom later? I don't know. But if we're thinking like we're reading fiction, 
we would have these sorts of things floating around in our heads. "I wonder why 
I'm reading this here instead of somewhere else. I wonder why the writer chose 
this word instead of that one. I wonder why the writer told me this but didn't tell 
me some other things that I would think he should have told me, or that would 
sort of go here. Why the omissions?" 
 
That's how to read a story intelligently. Again, we do it intuitively when we read 
fiction. That's why I recommend you read biblical narrative like it's a novel. You 
might think, "Boy, this is a lot of work!" Well, are you here to study the Bible or 
just read it and forget it? Sure, it's work! But as my favorite quotation about 
biblical studies says, "The tasks of scholars are not for sissies." We all have to start 
someplace. You'll get more out of biblical stories if you begin to read them like 
fiction, training your mind to think that the author is up to something, that it's all 
deliberate—because it is. 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 11 

Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 13 
• Literature Lesson 10 
• Word Study Lesson 7 
• Story: “Doing Business” 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Apocalyptic Literature 
• Orthodoxy 
• Hypostatic Union 

Keep Reviewing! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church. 
• Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated back in reverse 

order. 
• Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
• Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in the New Testament. 
• Covenant Theology:  A system for understanding the overall structure of the Bible that emphasizes 

how God’s plans are always worked out according to his covenants. 
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• Dispensationalism:  A theological term that refers to different periods of time in which God worked in 
distinct ways. 

• Metanarrative:  An overarching storyline that gives context, meaning, and purpose to all of life. 
• Apodictic Law:  Commands that usually begin with “do” or “do not.”    
• Casuistic Law:  Laws in the Bible that have the “if, then” pattern. “If this happens, then you are to do 

this.” 
• Holy: Set apart or separate. 

 
Reading 
 
Practice doing an inspectional reading of a nonfiction book that you want to read. It can be 
the same book you looked at last time, or a different one. Spend a while with your book, 
looking at the following elements: 
 

1. Read the title page and preface to get a good idea of the subject. 
 

2. Study the table of contents as if it were a road map (and use it along the way). In a 
good table of contents, the author is telling you a lot about what he’s trying to 
accomplish. 

 
3. Check the index if there is one. Notice which words/topics show up frequently. 

Maybe look up a few of the actual pages of text for those terms that seem crucial to 
the book. 

 
4. Read the publisher’s blurb on the dust jacket or on Amazon. Often it summarizes the 

main points of the book in a way that will be helpful to keep in mind. 
 

5. If you can tell which chapters seem pivotal to the book, see if there are summary 
statements in their opening and closing pages and read those. 

 
6. Turn the pages and read a paragraph or two here and there as it grabs your interest. 

 
7. Read the last few pages and/or epilogue of the book. Authors often summarize their 

work and what is important about it. 

This is just a heads-up that the Reading assignment I’ll be suggesting next week is much 
longer and more involved and will require you to have access to a copy of The Knowledge of 
the Holy by A.W. Tozer. You’ll need daily time to complete it! 
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Literature 

Watch the Bible Project video called “The Law” (from the Themes heading). Remember that 
these guys spend months researching and discussing each of these topics, and then they 
distill it down into five minutes with powerful visuals. It’s is such an incredible gift! I hope you 
won’t pass it up. 
 
Do a little reading of legal codes! Open to a section of Leviticus or Deuteronomy that is thick 
with laws. Notice and think while you read: 
 

• Is this talking about apodictic or casuistic law? 
 

• Does it apply to Christians today? 
 

• If not, what is the principle behind it (about God or about how we should treat 
others) that would apply? 

 
• How would this law have helped society function better in that culture, or how would 

it have assisted the people to have a right relationship with God? 
 

We (very painfully) had to skip two genres that are in your student handbook. Please read 
the notes for Lesson 8 (Psalms) and 9 (Wisdom Literature). It would also be great for you to 
read the beginning of Lesson 10 because we had to skip the section about genealogies.  
 
Bible Project has videos about all of these things that are wonderful visual explainers. Here 
are the ones I recommend at the moment from How to Read the Bible, then How to Read 
Biblical Poetry: 
 

• Poetry 
• Poetic Metaphor 
• The Book of Psalms 
• The Books of Solomon 

 
If you want to continue with more Bible Project videos, you’d benefit from the Book 
Collections series, specifically the Wisdom Series and the Torah Series. 
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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 12 

Subjects Covered This Past Week 

• Reading Lesson 15 
• Literature Lesson 11 
• Word Study Lesson 8 
• Logic Lesson 13 
• Story: “Stone Her” 

 

Vocabulary 

Here are three more words to learn: 

• Profane 
• Sacred 
• Sanctification 

Be sure to review all your words so you’re ready for a game next time! 

• Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
• Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
• Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they think that’s the 

best way. 
• Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 
• Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural characters and 

events. 
• Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems. 
• Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the freewill of man when 

it comes to salvation. 
• Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying absolute 

predestination. 
• Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
• Elect/Election: To be chosen for a specific use. 
• Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
• Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen. 
• Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
• Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith. 
• Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
• Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
• Eschatology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church. 
• Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated back in reverse 

order. 
• Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
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• Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in the New Testament. 
• Covenant Theology:  A system for understanding the overall structure of the Bible that emphasizes 

how God’s plans are always worked out according to his covenants. 
• Dispensationalism:  A theological term that refers to different periods of time in which God worked in 

distinct ways. 
• Metanarrative:  An overarching storyline that gives context, meaning, and purpose to all of life. 
• Apodictic Law:  Commands that usually begin with “do” or “do not.”    
• Casuistic Law:  Laws in the Bible that have the “if, then” pattern. “If this happens, then you are to do 

this.” 
• Holy: Set apart or separate. 
• Apocalyptic Literature:  Written texta bout something that has never been experienced. 
• Orthodoxy:  Right belief 
• Hypostatic Union:  Jesus is both God and man at the same time 

 
Literature 

Unfortunately, we won’t have time to cover all of the genres from your student handbook. In 
light of what we just covered about the Prophecy genre, go ahead and read the notes for 
Lesson 12: Old Testament Apocalyptic.  
 
If you have time and want to tackle the others that we have to pass up, you can read the 
following. It’s much more interesting to do them together, but at least the notes will provide 
you with some things to think about for each genre: 
 

• Lesson 13: Gospels 
• Lesson 14: Parables 
• Lesson 15: New Testament Narrative (Acts) 
• Lesson 17: New Testament Apocalyptic 

 
 
Reading 
 
This assignment will take some time, so I’ve divided it up into what you should do each day 
for 7 days. It requires you to read sections of The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer.  
 
We’re not trying to get through the whole book at this time, just these chapters: 
 

• Preface 
• Chapter 1: Why we must think rightly about God 
• Chapter 2: God Incomprehensible 
• Chapter 3: A Divine Attribute: Something True about God 
• Chapter 4: The Holy Trinity 
• Chapter 5: The Self-Existence of God 
• Chapter 23: The Open Secret 



         Homework Preparation for Week 12 

 3 

I chose this as the book I wanted you to use for practicing analytical reading for several 
reasons. First, it was written several decades ago, so the language is a little bit more archaic 
and complex than books written today for laypeople. It will be good for you to see that you 
can overcome this and that it’s worth the effort! Second, I simply want everyone to read this 
book! It made a huge impact on my thinking the first time I read it, and it continues to strike 
me in fresh ways when I re-read it. Third, it’s relatively inexpensive and the chapters are 
short, making it more accessible to more people. Finally, I think you’ll find that it provides 
some good opportunities to practice with our Analytical Questions.  
 
Each chapter is only 5-7 pages. It’s deep stuff! When I read a book like this, I can only 
properly concentrate on one short chapter at a time. I don’t want to scare you by saying that, 
just reassure you that there’s nothing wrong with you if you find you can’t absorb much at a 
time. Compare it to working your muscles. If you add more weight, you won’t be able to do 
as many repetitions. You may need to take shorter chunks and longer breaks, but keep at it!  
 
Day 1 
 
Begin with an inspectional reading of the book, as follows (your copy may not contain 
everything that mine does, such as a biblical index): 
 

1. Read the title page. What does the author want you to learn, based on the book’s 
subtitle? 
 

2. Look at the copyright page. Now you know what “A.W.” Stands for. J  (Bonus: Did 
you know that A.W. Tozer is buried in the little cemetery by the Presbyterian church 
at the corner of Albrecht and 91 in Ellet, across from the fabulous Artisan Coffee 
Shop? You have to go the very South-Eastern corner of the cemetery, then come back 
four rows and count 11 graves from the back fence toward Albrecht.) Especially 
notice the date of publication. Keeping that in mind as you read will make an impact. 
Tozer talks a lot about problems he sees in the Church “today,” and it’s astounding 
sometimes when we think about how much worse it has become more than half a 
century later. 

 
3. Read the Table of Contents. It’s very simple; an outline is not readily visible. Notice 

that the first three chapters all seem to be introductory material and from there on it 
looks like a list of specific facets of God’s character. The last chapter title is different.  

 
4. Turn to the back of the book and skim the Notes page. I recognize some names as 

very old figures in the Church and I’m also noticing the dates of works he cites. 
  

5. Notice that there’s a Biblical Quotations index. Good to know. Maybe having this 
volume in your library will be handy if you’re ever confused about a Bible passage. 
You can check Tozer’s index and see if he touches on it. 
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6. Read the back cover. What is this book about? If you don’t have a summary 
paragraph on your particular volume like mine has, you could go to Amazon.com and 
read the brief summary there. 

 
7. Flip through the pages to see what you see. I notice that he has a prayer at the 

beginning of each chapter and there are occasional poems or song lyrics scattered 
about. I feel encouraged when I see how short the chapters are. Stop and read a 
random paragraph or sentence here or there. Does this make you more eager to read 
the book or does it feel a little overwhelming? Just notice the feeling you get and 
acknowledge that it’s there. There’s nothing wrong with you if it feels daunting or 
even boring. I’m choosing one book for everyone to read, so this one will naturally be 
a bit too hard for some and easier for others.  

 
8. Read the very last paragraph of the book. What does the author care about 

communicating most?  
 
Day 2 
 
Now get ready to read the Preface. 
 
1. Review the list from your Reading Lesson 15 notes that has the Rules for Analytical 

Reading. Refresh yourself on the 15 rules. We’re going to use these as our guides to 
what we’re looking for as we read and what to do if we don’t understand or agree. Now 
read rules 1-4 again, knowing that we’re going to want to know the answers to these 
questions by the time we’re through the preface. 
 

2. As you read the preface, mark it up in whatever way makes sense to you. Underline main 
concepts. My own criteria for what I underline is to remember that I’m going to go back 
through and read my underlines when I’m done. Would someone else get something 
from the book based on what you underlined? If you underline too much, it kind of loses 
its power. Underlining LESS actually makes you think MORE. You may want to add 
symbols in the margins by your underlines. For example, if something is particularly 
applicable to you or very personal, you can put a little heart. If it surprises you, put an 
exclamation point. Make your own code that you always use, but not too complicated. I 
underlined four things in the preface and wrote a few marginal comments. I’ll tell you 
what they are below (to look at after you’ve done it on your own). 

 
3. Once you’re done reading the preface, look again at the first four Analytical Reading 

questions. You don’t have to write down the answers, but for some of you it will be 
helpful to do so. Feel free to use blank spots in the book to do this, since you’ll benefit a 
lot from those thoughts later if you re-read the book, and others will benefit if you loan 
it out! Here are the questions: 
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1. Classify the book: What kind of book is this? (Hint: It’s not a science book or a 
history book. It’s not a trick question.) 

2. State what the book is about with utmost brevity. 
3. Tell the major parts in order and outline them. (Okay, I don’t think you can do 

this from the Preface, but I sort of already did it for you when I talked about 
the Table of Contents earlier. It’s very basic.) 

4. Define the problem the author is trying to solve. Don’t look at my footnoted 
hint until you’ve tried to put it in your own words!1  

 
Not too bad, huh? Is this different from the way you’ve ever read a book before? Do you 
naturally do some of these things as you read, or is this an entirely new habit for you to 
develop?  
Here’s what I did with my pencil as I read, in case it helps you to walk through it with me. I’m 
not going to go into this level of detail with you for every chapter! I just want to give you 
something to compare to, since one way to become a better reader is to see what others do. 
 

• I wrote “1961” at the top of the page so I’ll keep in mind that the context is a half 
century ago. 

• I underlined the third sentence of paragraph two and wrote “problem to solve” in the 
margin. Important Note: I will continue to use paragraph numbers to tell where I’m 
looking instead of page numbers because everyone will have different editions. You 
may want to number all the paragraphs in the chapters I’m asking you to read. Even if 
you’re off a bit from my numbers, you’ll at least be close enough to find what I’m 
talking about. I did not count the prayer beginning each chapter as paragraph 1, but I 
did count single-sentence paragraphs in the numbering. I didn’t count poems as 
separate paragraphs. 

• I wrote “claim” next to the first sentence of paragraph three because it struck me as a 
pretty bold and general statement to make. Does he have any evidence to support it? 
Then I drew an arrow to paragraph 4 because that is where he gives examples to 
support his claim. I wrote “examples” next to my arrow to help myself know what 
that arrow was all about when I come back to it. I can’t count on myself to remember 
later what I was thinking while I read! 

• I underlined in paragraph 5, “But the alarming thing is that our gains are mostly 
external and our losses wholly internal.” I’ll have to go back and see that in context to 
know why it’s significant, but my exclamation mark in the margin shows me that this 
struck me as something profound. 

• I underlined in paragraph 6, “It is impossible to keep our moral practices sound and 
our inward attitudes right while our idea of God is erroneous or inadequate.” 
Knowledge is important, but it ought to affect our behavior. Behavior is modified by 
knowledge. It’s why I want you to read and study better. 

 
1 Hint: Reword the third sentence of the second paragraph and you’ll have it. 
 



Let’s Learn!                                                                                                                                                                                       

 6 

• In paragraph 7, I underlined “religious mood” near the end of the paragraph and 
wrote in the margin, “not just religious, but also actual ability.” It’s not only a mood of 
our times that keeps people from studying wonderful old books, but it’s all those 
things we talked about at the beginning of our course that are obstacles to being able 
to read well. It’s the whole reason we’re having this class. 

• Next to paragraph 8, I wrote, “Not technical, but still too deep for many.” He’s making 
the point there that his book isn’t elegant or technical so he hopes regular people will 
read it. Yet I’m acknowledging that it’s still not an easy read! 

• In the blank space at the end of the Preface, I wrote my answer to “What is this book 
about?”2 I’ve now answered the first four Analytical Reading questions! 

 
 
Day 3 
 
Today you’re going to read Chapter 1: “Why we must think rightly about God.” Don’t do it 
yet! I’ll tell you when to start. 
 
First review the rest of the Analytical Reading questions. You’re going to be trying to do all of 
these things, as needed, as you read. The good news is that you only have to worry about 9-
15 when you come to a place where you don’t agree. So concentrate especially on 5-8.  
 

5. Come to terms with the author by interpreting his key words 
6. Grasp the author’s leading propositions by dealing with his most important 

sentences. 
7. Know the author’s arguments by finding them in or constructing them out of 

sequences of sentences. 
8. Determine which of his problems the author has solved, and which he has not; and 

of the latter, decide which the author knew he had failed to solve. 
9. Do not begin criticism until you have completed your outline and your 

interpretation of the book. (Do not say you agree, disagree, or suspend judgement 
until you can say “I understand.”) 

10. Do not disagree disputatiously or contentiously. 
11. Demonstrate that you recognize the difference between knowledge and mere 

personal opinion by presenting good reasons for any critical judgments you make. 
12. Show wherein the author is uninformed. 
13. Show wherein the author is misinformed. 
14. Show wherein the author is illogical. 
15. Show wherein the author’s analysis or account is incomplete. 

 

 
2 “This book is about regaining a sense of the majesty of God so that we don’t fall into other errors 
and so we can experience life in the Spirit.” 
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For question 5, you’re going to want to make sure your understanding of terminology is the 
same as the author’s. This is harder to do the older the book is. Mark the places where he 
defines his own terms or where you aren’t sure what he means by a word. You can go back 
later if you need to and look up words, but you may be able to figure it out by continuing 
reading. 
 
For questions 6 and 7, you may be able to do this by marking the most important sentences. 
When you’re done with the chapter, go back through and just read your underlines. Can you 
see a logical flow of thought? Even if this is hard for you to see or grasp as an overview, you’ll 
benefit from this kind of immediate review after you’ve read a section. 
 
For question 8, notice as you read whether the author has overtly revealed his own 
limitations. This is getting ahead of where we are in the book a little, but as an illustration, 
look at the second paragraph of Chapter 2 (it begins with, “This book is an attempt…”) He 
expresses that he really can’t do the thing he is seeking to do, but he’ll go on to tell you why 
the effort is worthwhile.  
 
When you finish reading a chapter, consider whether the author has begun to solve the 
problem(s) he presented. Since the problem Tozer is dealing with is “the loss of the concept 
of the majesty of God in the Church,” does he say anything in Chapter 1 that helps you take a 
step toward regaining a sense of God’s majesty? He certainly can’t complete the task in one 
chapter (or this entire book), but do you see the book progressing toward that goal? 
 
For the remaining questions, try to notice when the author makes a claim and whether or 
not you agree with that claim. I’ll show you a few places where I marked that kind of thing. 
Try to determine whether your disagreement is just because it rubs you the wrong way, or 
maybe because it disagrees with something you were taught but may not be in the Bible, or 
whether you have actual grounds for argument. If you do, narrow it down to where you think 
he made a mistake: he’s uninformed, misinformed, illogical, or incomplete. 
 
Okay, now read Chapter 1 (using the above comments for assistance) and mark it up. 
 
Here are my thoughts. I’m not going to tell you every place I underlined or commented this 
time, but just some things that I hope will be helpful. The best way to learn a new skill is to 
follow the example of someone who knows how to do it, so don’t feel stupid if you didn’t 
notice the same things. Take it as a chance to develop yourself. Besides, you probably have 
observations that slipped right past me! 
 

• The prayer at the beginning is hard to absorb because of the King James language. 
Some of you may like that, but try going back and reading that prayer by changing the 
“thee’s” and “thou’s” to modern language.  

• For that matter, I find it interesting that these prayers are at the beginning of each 
chapter. Try skipping them at the beginning and go back to them AFTER you’ve read 
the chapter. It will mean so much more, especially as you re-word it! 
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• I scoured around in the book to see if there was a citation for any of these prayers, 
since I was wondering if he wrote them himself. No citations, so he must have written 
them.  

• Here’s a claim at the beginning of paragraph 3: “The most portentous fact about any 
man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his deep heart 
conceives God to be like.” Do you agree with that? It may be an opportunity to apply 
your etiquette for disagreements. 

• Another one appears in paragraph 8, which begins, “In my opinion…” Whenever an 
author says that, think about whether you have a different opinion and why. 

• If you’ve taken my Choose You This Day class, did you have an emotional reaction 
when he said, “Among the sins to which the human heart is prone, hardly any other is 
more hateful to God than idolatry”? (Paragraph 12) I wrote “YES!” there because it’s 
a point I make repeatedly in that course and it’s dear to my heart for God’s people to 
understand the scope of it. 

• At the end of paragraph 13, he quotes scripture and it sounds weird to modern ears: 
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth.” See if you can use your free online tools to 
find out where this verse is found and to look it up in other translations so you know 
what it means. 

• In paragraph 14, he says, “The essence of idolatry is the entertainment of thoughts 
about God that are unworthy of Him.” Do you agree with this? I sort of do, but I also 
think it’s incomplete. Having studied ancient idolatry and the actual worship of other 
spirit-entities as gods, I think idolatry had a more concrete meaning to an ancient 
Israelite: “Do you worship Baal or Yahweh?” However, in seeking to “come to terms” 
with Mr. Tozer, I can understand that he is writing to combat a problem he sees in 
the modern Church. He is contextualizing his usage of the word “idolatry” to how it 
might be acted out today. It’s a minor point of contention, but I hope it helps you for 
me to point out that I noticed that my thoughts sensed something different about 
how I would define idolatry. I had to go through the thought process to determine 
whether it was a big deal or not. 

• I underlined the last sentence of the second-to-last paragraph of the chapter (“The 
masses of her adherents…”) and wrote in the margin, “God wouldn’t send anyone to 
hell” and “Love Wins.” These struck me as present-day examples of how famous 
church leaders are promoting ideas about God that are different from what He has 
revealed about himself. 

• I just want to mention that my thoughts often strayed as I read this chapter (and the 
others). It’s a lot to take in, and I get distracted by what’s going on around me and in 
my own head, too. I just kept bringing it back and checking whether I had glided past 
anything without actually reading it. Nothing is wrong with you when you do this. 
You’re trying to lift a weight that’s a bit challenging. You can do it! 

 
Just a few “notice what’s happening inside of you” questions to finish out: 
 

• At this point, are you eager to get into the specifics of what Tozer is preparing to say?  
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• Do you feel that you can improve on your view of what God is like? (Say yes.) 
• Are you afraid of any change that may be required if you see Him more clearly? 
• Did you find the language difficult to understand? Is this type of reading a bit difficult 

for you to read and concentrate on? If so, is it motivating for you to try to conquer it, 
or do you feel like giving up? Awareness of your reaction or inclination is important. 

• Are you stirred by what he’s saying?  
 
 
Day 4 
 
Before you read Chapter 2, go back and skim your underlines from the Preface and Chapter 
1. You may also want to review my instructions from Day 3 about how to think about the 
Analytical Reading questions.  
 
Then go ahead and read Chapter 2 and make your notes. 
Here are my thoughts and observations: 
 

• I saved the opening prayer for the end and reworded it. So much better. 
• I’d like to use paragraph 11 as a little exercise (“If anyone should set forth any 

concept…”). This is a quotation of Nicholas of Cusa. It is very normal if you skimmed 
this and didn’t really grasp it. The combination of archaic language and ellipses (…) 
breaking up the quote make it a challenge. If you want to learn to understand these 
kinds of passages, the best way to do it is to try to put it in your own words. If it’s 
especially difficult, you can do it on paper a little at a time. Try it yourself before you 
keep reading and see the footnote for my own paraphrase.3 It took me several passes 
and I had to take it a phrase at a time as I wrote. I don’t go to that level of detail with 
every quotation, so part of the art of reading is determining when you ought to spend 
the time and when you can let it go.  

• Next to paragraph 14 (“If what we conceive God to be…”) I wrote, “Just what I was 
wondering!” I love it when an author accurately anticipates what was niggling in the 
back of my mind and does what he can to answer it. Did you have that experience? 
When you do, write it there in the book! It feels good to talk back, even though he 
can’t hear you. 

• I was struck by the first sentence of paragraph 15: “The yearning to know What 
cannot be known, to comprehend the Incomprehensible, to touch and taste the 
Unapproachable, arises from the image of God in the nature of man.” Yet so many 
people look in the wrong places to find out about “reality!” False religions, occult 
practices, etc. abound, but they’re a response to the drive God put into mankind to 
know Him. 

 
3 My paraphrase: “If anyone tries to describe what God is like, his description won’t be accurate. 
Anyone who thinks he can create a way to understand God fully is actually very far from knowing God 
because he doesn’t even get the fact that God is bigger than human understanding.” 
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• Did you find his answer to the “Unknowable” that he gives in paragraph 16 to be 
satisfying? It’s through Christ that God discloses himself to us! 

• I was a little uncomfortable with paragraph 20. It sounds kind of mystical, like we 
ought to disregard reason and just go by blind faith. I know Tozer wouldn’t say that’s 
what he meant if pressed, but it’s a really good idea to make note when something 
tweaks you as you read. It’s another opportunity to try to come to terms with the 
author. Tozer is emphasizing that we need to have a real and personal relationship to 
God that causes us to be responsive to Him, and he clearly cares about having us 
acknowledge the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives, but I would prefer to avoid 
ambiguous language that could lead in erroneous directions. I’m all about a 
partnership between reason, knowledge, and a love relationship of trust. 

 
Again, I underlined a lot more than just these things, with several statements that spoke 
straight to my heart. 
 
Go ahead and read/mark Chapter 3 today, too. It’s short. Notice how the author defines the 
word “attributes” for you in the second paragraph. It’s always easier to come to terms with 
an author who tells you what he means for the purposes of his book! 
 
 
Day 5 
 
Continue with the same procedure for Chapter 4.  
 
Just a couple of comments for this one (again, not to say it’s not all important): 
 

• In paragraph 9, I didn’t like his statement that “to seek proof is to admit doubt, and to 
obtain proof is to render faith superfluous.” It’s essentially true and logical. Yes, 
seeking proof does admit doubt, and when you get proof you don’t need faith 
because it’s proven. But I don’t care for the assumption that doubting is bad in itself. 
We have an evidence-based faith, and amassing evidence in favor of the truth of 
God’s Word increases my faith, it doesn’t render it superfluous. It just shows me it’s a 
sensible faith and that God is trustworthy. The process of doubting and seeking 
evidence can be highly profitable for a believer. So, I would say that Tozer’s analysis is 
incomplete (see number 15 on the list). I think he is talking from a cultural 
perspective of the 1960’s with its focus on science as the end-all. He couldn’t have 
anticipated our post-modern culture in which the only “truth” is that there is no truth 
and that whatever you feel is right is right for you. I also think that faith is required 
even in the face of mounds of evidence because faith needs to have its foundation in 
facts. Maybe Mr. Tozer and I have different definitions of what faith is? In any case, 
I’m trying to model for you that you can disagree respectfully with an author, and 
that you need to follow rules 10-15. I would also like to bring up another point: I 
disagree on this issue (or at least with his wording), but I REALLY like this book! 
Discernment is so important. We must be able to read literature that contains 
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mixtures of agreement and disagreement if we’re going to learn anything new. And 
we need to not throw out babies with bathwater. 

• Another thing I made note of in this chapter is that the whole first half of it is set-up, 
showing the importance of belief in the Trinity. It’s not until paragraph 13 (“Christ did 
not hesitate…”) where he even begins to defend it biblically by demonstrating where 
the idea of the Trinity appears in scripture. If you were going to outline this chapter, 
that would be the major division. 

 
 
Day 6 
 
Chapter 5 is the first one that is part of the list of attributes. From here on out, each chapter 
of the book (except the last one) will be dedicated to one attribute of God. If you’re running 
short of time and really can’t finish, skip this one and go to Chapter 23 for today. Otherwise 
proceed with Chapter 5 as you did before.  
 
I have lots of underlines here, too, but here are some questions to consider after you’ve read 
and marked it up: 
 

• When you get to the poetry sections, do you read them carefully and try to 
decipher them, or do you kind of skim over them? My tendency is to skim and not 
do the work of understanding, just to be honest.  

• When you got to paragraph 9 (“Perhaps some sincere but puzzled Christians…”), 
were you mentally asking the questions he anticipates there?  I do think a lot of 
Christians wonder how theology matters to their lives, so I was glad he brought it 
up and addressed the matter quite handily.  

• If you’ve taken my Choose You This Day class, did you cringe at paragraph 18, 
where he talks about “Lucifer” because we’ve rounded out our thoughts about 
that name with more information? If so, it’s a good chance to practice your 
disagreement skills. (He actually doesn’t make any specific claims about Lucifer 
being Satan, but I smiled thinking of you reading it.) 

• Paragraph 22 is complex, but it’s worth slowing down and breaking it apart so you 
understand it fully. Write out a paraphrase if you need to. 

• Could you follow his discussion of how man’s sin relates to the overall topic of 
God’s self-existence? At face value, they seem like two different topics. If you 
missed it, look back to discover how these are logically connected. 
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Day 7 
 
As much as I hate to have you skip over so much good stuff, I want you to see how Tozer 
brings it all together and steers us toward personal application in Chapter 23. Go ahead and 
read it/mark it and then glance at my observations: 
 

• Tozer says in paragraph 3 that the formula for personal revival is to acquaint yourself 
with God. Do you agree?  

• Halfway through paragraph 4, he suddenly starts talking in formal King James-like 
language. Did you notice this, or did it slip past your attention? Your answer to that 
may say something about your age and upbringing. J  He has slipped into a loose 
string of quotations from the King James Bible here. Can you find out where he’s 
quoting from? It’s several different passages, and they’re not all word-for-word so it’s 
a fun puzzle to solve with a concordance tool. 

• In paragraph 5, he says that knowing God is easy because it’s freely given to us, but 
it’s difficult because our obstinate natures do not take kindly to the conditions that 
must be met for receiving it. I’ve made it clear that I believe a lot of the reason 
Christians aren’t studying scripture is because there are many obstacles against it, 
and because we have lost the art of reading (or never had it). But this is a good time 
to pause to consider whether some form of rebellion could be a part of your own 
personal struggle to read and study. We want God, but we want to gratify ourselves 
more. Surely it’s something to ponder. Can you bring this before God in prayer? If it’s 
difficult for you to honestly pray for help to study scripture more, that may be a clue 
that there’s something spiritual behind your lack of ability. 

• The next paragraphs list the conditions for receiving knowledge of God. I numbered 
these in the margin and did a squiggly underline of the main phrase of each topic 
sentence. A different style of underline helps me to distinguish the flow of the points 
from the other underlines of things that I just wanted to highlight because I liked 
them. It’s part of my own code that I use when I write in books. 

• Check out the sentence in the second-to-last paragraph: “Any intensified knowledge 
of God will soon begin to affect those around us in the Christian community.” It’s not 
that everyone will become an up-front teacher, but as we learn about God, he will 
use this to build up the Church situated around us. That is so exciting and makes our 
study time worthwhile, even if we can’t see the effects until years later! 

 
I hope you’ll read the rest of the book. Is there someone from our class or in your life that 
would read it along with you and discuss it as you go? 
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FOR FURTHER STUDY 

Our class time is done, but I have some suggestions for you if you’d like to continue learning! 
First, there’s a little bit of follow-up you can do related to this class itself: 

 

Vocabulary 

We only covered about half of the vocabulary words that are in your student handbook 
glossary. Go back and read the ones you don’t know yet! 

 

Literature 

If you’d like to practice examining a passage of an epistle, using the principles we discussed in 
the last lesson, you’ll find that for you in the Homework for Week 20 (page 441-442 in your 
student handbook).  
 
Beyond that, we ended up skipping some genres. If you haven’t yet read the notes from the 
student handbook, these are good resources for you because I’ve collected and simplified a 
lot of material to create them. It’ll be even better if you go find the corresponding Bible 
Project explainer videos after you read each one! 
 

• Lesson 8: Psalms 
• Lesson 9: Old Testament Wisdom Literature 
• Lesson 13: Gospels 
• Lesson 14: Parables 
• Lesson 15: New Testament Narrative (Acts) 
• Lesson 17: New Testament Apocalyptic 

 
 
Reading 
 
I urge you to consider forming a small group for the purpose of reading a book together! Or 
what if you use this as an excuse to meet up with a dear friend regularly at the coffee shop? 
 
Also, I hope you’ll continue reading The Knowledge of the Holy, by A.W. Tozer. I’ll 
congratulate you if you email me to tell me you finished it and let me know a point or two 
that stood out to you! (bjmitchell93@gmail.com) 
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To Infinity and Beyond! 
 
Okay, maybe not that far, but I’d like to recommend two special podcasts that are gateways 
to better thinking and reading.  
 

• The Naked Bible Podcast is about an hour each week and consists of the teaching of 
Dr. Michael Heiser. (My side-job is to transcribe the podcast, so I listen in careful 
detail each and every week.) This guy goes into great detail on Bible passages, and it 
ends up showing you how much scholarship has gone into every single bit of the 
Bible. A lot of the reading I’ve done in recent years has been influenced by things he 
has recommended or in response to interviews he occasionally does with scholars on 
the show. Dr. Heiser’s heart is for the layperson who wants to think well. You’ll hear 
my voice in the things he says, and that’s because you’re actually hearing HIS voice in 
the things I say. 

 
• The Bible Project Podcast. I know, I know… I can hardly go a single lesson without 

mentioning them. The thing is, they are connecting dots and making the Bible 
accessible to people in extremely effective ways! Their 5-minute videos are great, but 
I’m even more blessed by their behind-the-scenes conversations. Before they ever 
make one of those videos, Tim and Jon spend several episodes of the podcast 
discussing the topic. Basically, Tim (the PhD) teaches Jon about the topic and Jon asks 
really great questions, forcing Tim to stay down to earth. I really enjoy their 
interaction, and I cannot measure how much their thinking is shaping my own. You 
really get a sense for the beauty and genius of the Bible as a whole, all presented in 
the context of God’s lavish love. I should do a commercial for them. 

 
 
 
 
 


