#11: WEAK, (ROMANS 5:6-11)
If your biggest problem in life was wrecking cars, and you literally had a track record of
wrecking 5 separate cars in accidents, total losses, and I wanted to help you become a
better driver, so as a guarantee of my commitment to helping you become a better
driver, I decided to buy you a brand new whip- a 2022 Mercedes Benz. Then after I
gifted you with this insanely expensive, high quality car, I told you that I wanted to work
with you step by step, giving you personal driving lessons, until it was far more certain
that you’d never get in a car wreck again… Most people would think I’m crazy, right?
If your biggest problem was failing in school, and you had a history of D’s and F’s for
years, and I wanted to help you succeed in your studies, so as a guarantee of my
commitment to helping you become a better driver I secured your place in the finest
private school in the country. Then after I gifted you with this insanely expensive, high
quality education, I told you that I would work with you step by step, becoming your
personal tutor in every subject until you pulled your grades up to A’s and B’s… Most
people would think I’m crazy, right?
The reason why we view both of these scenarios as outlandish and nonsensical
solutions to the people’s problems, is that those who have to help us have never done
something like this. We also would never do something like this. We’ve learned through
experience. People get in many wrecks, and they need to be suspended from driving a

car for as long as possible. People get bad grades, and they need to fail and fall on their
faces.
We have failed at things, and then the parent, the teacher, the boss, or the authority
figure scolds us, demeans us, and makes us feel worse of a failure. Sometimes this
plunges us into total despair. Sometimes this motivates us, by pride and compulsion, to
“pull ourselves up by our bootstraps”.
Maybe this is why it’s so hard to accept God’s grace. Maybe this is why it’s so hard to
believe that this is just how God is- insanely gracious. His solution for our plight of
failure and blunder is to pour out forgiveness and love on us. He does more than give a
delinquent driver a new car, He does more than give a failing student a major chance for
educational flourishing, He sends His own Son to die in our place to forgive us eternally
for sins and welcome us into His heavenly home.
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For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. (Ro 5:6-8)
It’s insane, isn’t it?
The term “the ungodly” encompasses those who do not have the law (Gentiles) and
those who transgress the law (Jews). Paul states that God loves even those who do not
deserve His love.1
So while we were weak, addicted, selfish, worshipping ourselves, worshipping money,
greedy, jealous, lusting after others physically, lusting after others mentally, acting on
our lusts tangibly, lying, ripping people off, hating others, plotting against people,
envying what others have, doing whatever we felt like, bucking good authority, acting
like a religious jerk, being spiritually, physically, emotionally, verbally and psychologically
abusive, manipulating others, being racist, sexist, and homophobic, being blindly
tolerant, and being spiritually prideful, Christ died for us.
God did the thing for us that makes no sense to us. We wouldn’t do what God did. It’s
just not how we operate.
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And our biggest problem is not the car wrecks we’ve gotten in or our lack of educational
success, it’s sin.
This isn’t popular to say because people don’t like to admit that they have a sin
problem, which I suppose is part of the sin problem!
But it’s true, just think about it.
What causes wars? What causes nations, societies, cities, neighborhoods, families and
individuals to crumble? What causes death? What causes despair? What causes
stress? What causes worry? What causes anger? Unkindness? Mistakes? Dysfunction?
Illness?
The republicans? The democrats? “Those” people?
No. Sin causes all of these things. We can fight about it all we want but it’s the root of
the tree. All the other dysfunctional things that come from it are the trunk, the branches,
and the leaves.
And God saw this problem. He saw that we, the people that He had created in His very
own image and set up in a perfect, eternal, thriving existence in relationship with Him,
couldn’t stop ourselves from sinning. He showed major compassion for us. He decided
He would send His very own Son whom He had dwelled with before time existed in the
flesh of a human being to come to earth miraculously and in marginalized obscurity.
This Son would fully obey Him. This Son would willingly sacrifice His life. This Son
would take on the devil, hell, death and sin itself and defeat it all by rising again from the
grave. Then this Son would rescue us, and then take us by the hand and lead us out of
our own destruction.
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the
judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than
the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates
the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his
works have been carried out in God.” (Jn 3:16–21)
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For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit (1 Pe 3:18)
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And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been
proclaimed in all creation under heaven (Col 1:21–23)
He holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he
is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he
always lives to make intercession for them. (Heb 7:24–25)
Christ came to rescue those who are completely undeserving. That’s what “the Church”
is. It’s a bunch of undeserving, jacked up people that are wildly redeemed and
completely enamored by the love of God for them.
Romans 5:7 states “One will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a
good person one would dare even to die.” People have given their lives for causesgood and evil. We marvel at the life of Ghandi and MLK, who were both shot in giving all
to stand up for the oppressed and marginalized of their time and context. We shudder at
the political careers of Stalin and Hitler, who, by force, led many to give their lives for an
evil and despicable cause.
But when it comes down to us as individuals, we, in our right minds, under no
manipulation aside from the influence of conscience, would very likely beyond most
doubts refuse to die for someone, even if they were an amazing person. I suppose I’d
like to say that I would die for my wife or my kids, and I sure hope that if put in that
dastardly dilemma, I would. But I’m aware of my own reckless pursuit of
self-preservation. And I say this while being in a situation where I minister in a
neighborhood that’s tough and urban. I’ve risked my safety before in my calling no
doubt, and know others who have done so far more than me. But the big point is that all
of us seek to preserve ourselves. God does not. God is wildly selfless and perfectly
loving.
Jesus Christ died for those who were crucifying Him. Jesus Christ died for those who
handed Him over to death. Most may have continued to reject Him as Messiah far
beyond the events of the cross and into an eternity apart from Him, but it doesn’t mean
that Jesus' forgiveness wasn’t available to them if they would have accepted it!
And Jesus Christ’s eternal forgiveness and relationship is available to you, weak,
addicted, selfish, worshipping yourself, worshipping money, greedy, jealous, lusting after

others physically, lusting after others mentally, acting on your lusts tangibly, lying,
ripping people off, hating others, plotting against people, envying what others have,
doing whatever you feel like, being lazy, bucking good authority, acting like a religious
jerk, being spiritually, physically, emotionally, verbally and psychologically abusive,
manipulating others, being racist, sexist, and homophobic, being blindly tolerant, and
being spiritually prideful.
it was for (hyper) the ungodly (asebōn, “impious”; cf. Rom. 4:5). Clearly Christ’s death
was a substitutionary death, a death in place of others. The Greek preposition hyper
often means “on behalf of,” but occasionally it means “in place of,” its meaning here.2
A person willing to die for a righteous man or for a good man obviously is offering
himself as a substitute so that the righteous or good man can continue to live. This is
the highest expression of human love and devotion. However, God’s love contrasts with
human love in both nature and degree, because God demonstrates (“keeps on
showing”) His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us
(hyper, “in our place”). Though a few people might possibly be willing to die to save the
lives of good people, though that is rare, Christ went well beyond that. He died in the
place of the powerless (“feeble,” v. 6), the ungodly (v. 6; 4:5), sinners (5:8), and even
His enemies! (v. 10).3
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Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled
to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. (Ro 5:9–11)
We have been justified, put into right relationship with God, through the blood of Jesus
Christ shed on the cross. Because we have this right standing with God of course we no
longer have to fear that His wrath will come upon us. We no longer have to fear eternal
punishment.
Why did Christ have to do this by shedding His blood? Wasn’t there some other way?
The answer- He was fulfilling the Old Covenant as well as establishing the new. We see
this in the book of Hebrews.
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Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 For when
every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took
the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled
both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that
God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood both the
tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is
purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
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Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these
rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ
has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things,
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it
to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with
blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the
foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die
once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him. (Heb 9:18–28)
As Hebrews states- for Jesus to fulfill God’s law it was also universally understood in
both Israelite culture, and to many extents, the pagan world of the time, that “without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” and “He has appeared once for all at
the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself”
And what amazing freedom we have in being reconciled to God! The Greek word used
here for reconciled is katallassō, and describes bringing two hostile parties into friendly
relations.4 All of us had a hostile relationship to God before Christ came to make it right.
It’s hard for western ears to accept this. We like to think that we’re in friendly relations
with everyone, and this includes God. We don’t think of ourselves, even in our struggle
and sin, as being “hostile” to God. But in the biblical narrative imperfection equals
hostility because God is wholly holy in every way. We need to understand how fully
Christ’s work has reconciled us. Jesus literally obeyed God perfectly and died for us and
gives us His perfect obedience as a gift.
And not only that, but we become vessels and messengers of this reconciliation to the
culture and world around us!
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
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himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Co 5:17–21)
This message of being radically reconciled to God, and being entirely forgiven of
everything, is just as revolutionary now as it was two-thousand years ago. In the
western context many have become numb to it, because culture has adopted biblical
philosophy and secularized it to the point where it’s consumed en-masse minus the
power of the cross. Too many of us think, “No big deal- so God forgives people. We can
all forgive each other that’s just how it’s supposed to be.”
But this thinking betrays the fact that, in reality, we live in as much of a harsh, cold,
unforgiving world now as it always has been in history, and as it was two-thousand
years ago when the New Testament was written. We’re literally talking about the holy,
perfect, wildly loving, merciful, all-powerful Creator of the Universe here. We’re talking
about the one that gives us breath in our lungs, who created the mountains, planets,
suns, moons, and galaxies. And the way that He chose to communicate with earthly
beings made in His image was not to mercilessly, coldly, destroy us and plunge us into
eternal hell. Instead this being. This holy One, sent His very own Son whom He loved
more than anyone or anything in this world, to die for us, so that we could have that
same relationship to Him as His Son had.
There is really nothing like this that philosophically exists in our world. No substitute for
it. Many may call it absurd, but when embraced and lived out it is the thing most
guaranteed to change hateful, selfish, addicted, despairing, desperate, scheming,
vindictive people into lovers of God and people. The proof is in the pudding. Just look at
thousands of years of Church history and you’ll hear story after story after story of
messed up people’s lives revolutionized by love and grace. Neither Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Existentialism, Nihilism, Captialism, Socialism, Consumerism, or
Individualism produce this change in people.
And this is what we’re ambassadors of. It’s the message of reconciliation with God for
godless people. We take it to apathetic ex-vangelicals who think they’re moral and
Christlike enough to reject the Church entirely and invite them to humility, forgiveness
and true community. We take it to self-righteous religionists who rot in siloed holes of
legalism, don’t live on mission, and judge everyone unlike them, and call them to

sacrificial living, and gospel witness to all the nations. We take it to criminals lost in their
sin and invite them to full forgiveness. This is the gospel. It changes lives.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and makes intercession for the transgressors.
(Is 53:10–12)

