
Last week I had one of my saddest moments in parenting my fourteen month old baby
daughter, Madison Vienna White. We call her “Madi” or “Madi-Moo” for short.

Like many older siblings with an age gap, Madi’s older sisters Brooklyn and Charlotte
have gotten the shorter end of my parenting stick. When they were babies, they got the
pre-therapy Ben. They got the Ben that still hadn’t gotten a full handle or understanding
on why he had anger, patience, and temper issues. When they were babies they
certainly saw their Dad lose patience with them. Babies have times where they freak out
and yell. As babies, Brooklyn and Charlotte saw me get frustrated. They saw me yell at
them a few times to be quiet. They saw me put them down in a chair or safe spot when I
was at my wits end. They observed me rant and rave in selfish frustration one too many
times.

But then I went through a bunch of trauma therapy from 2020 to 2022, and it helped me
get to the root of my anger and impatience issues. I learned that many of them
stemmed from a very verbally and emotionally harsh upbringing, and an overly conflict
ridden household.



We had baby Madi in the middle of my first “therapy era”- in September of 2021.1 I really
believed that I would be different with parenting Madi. I wanted to be a more patient,
understanding, nurturing, Christ-centered Dad.

And I can say with confidence that from the day she was born on 9/10/2021, up until
11/6/2022, I was more patient, understanding, nurturing, and Christ-centered than I had
been with my other daughters. Praise be to God for His work in me! To bat- there’s a six
year gap between Madi and Brooklyn. Charlotte is ten, Brooklyn is seven, and Madi is
fourteen months old. But my wife Sarah and I joke at times that we’re more like
grandparents in our style of parenting towards Madi. We’ve acknowledged that because
we’re a little older we’re going to emotionally spoil her more than her older sisters.

But on November 6, 2022, a lot had converged for me and the temperature of stress in
my life was boiling.

The day before I had been in a few tense relationship situations with people who had
once been in my wife and I’s life. That damaged my morale and made me not sleep
well, in addition to the fact that our baby Madi doesn’t sleep well.

On the morning of November 6th we had a Sunday gathering that was missing a lot of
our people. Granted, a lot of our little ones were sick this morning, and a lot of our other
core people had busy weekends, but a good amount of our core people aren’t
consistent at showing up to gatherings. I’m not sanctified in Christ yet to the point where
Sunday mornings like that don’t bum me out. Pray for me! My wife and I also lead
worship together often and this was one of those Sundays. We don’t put all of our
ministry energy into our Sunday gatherings. We believe strongly in discipleship that
happens in relationships in our community. We believe strongly in day to day mission for
Jesus for sure. But we put work in for our Sunday gatherings, and when people blow it
off it naturally irritates us.

Then after our Sunday gathering, we had a meeting with a group we’ve put together to
tackle a huge transition for our Church community. My wife and I are leaders in our
church and were included in that meeting. We were planted as a campus of a large
Church in April of 2016, and now by Spring or Early Summer of 2023, we’ll be launched
as an autonomous Church along with all the other campuses. The meeting was loaded
with information I had to convey to our folks, and a LOT is happening.

1 ***Truth be told- I plan on going to therapy for the rest of my life as long as we can have it covered by
insurance and its available!



There are a LOT of decisions to be made! LOTS of factors to consider! Here are some
of them:

● A Church in our neighborhood that has declined to about ten people has offered
for us to meet in their building for free until we’re untethered from the Church we
were a campus of. From there, we’d pay utilities because the building is paid off!

● We currently meet in a Christian youth center that we’ve rented for the past 6 ½
years.

● That youth center is evaluating their partnership with our Church. We’re
evaluating our partnership with them. Will it be more effective for the gospel and
Kingdom to stay meeting at the youth center or to be in our own building? We’ll
keep a strong partnership either way but we’re wondering what the future holds.

● We have growing partnerships with two other neighborhood Churches. Neither of
these are the one that’s offering us their building! These Churches are currently
struggling and going through changes. We’re wondering what the nature of those
partnerships will be.

● We have a proposal for money that the large Church who planted us as a
campus will give us when we’re untethered from them… We know we need to
raise the salaries of all the people on staff because inflation has caused it to be
difficult to pay bills. Will we use the rest of the money to:

○ Bless an intentional local ministry effort in Kenmore?
○ Help people in our neighborhood?
○ Pay for the utilities of the new building?
○ Hire on a new staff member? And will that staff member be:

■ An intern?
■ A full time person?
■ A part time person?
■ A soul-care/shepherding pastor?
■ A full time admin?

And in addition to all of that… We also;

● have to come up with a new name together
● have to come up with a way to do payroll
● have to become a legal organization
● have to set up a bank account and credit cards
● have to set up a new website and new email
● Etc, Etc, Etc



We’ve got a wonderful team of people that want to jump in and help wherever they are
most suited and experienced to help. We’ve got web developers, an accountant, a
person with a strong prophetic voice, a director of a nonprofit, and more! So with all
these folks in place we had an intense meeting and talked about all of this stuff. We’ve
got so much on the horizon it's overwhelming.

And then on my way home, drained and exhausted from a very long, hard Sunday, my
wife told me that our baby Madi has been puking in our car the whole drive home. We
drive separately on Sundays because of pretty obvious logistics.

Now I had been looking forward to coming home and taking a nap, or a walk, or loafing
and watching a cheesy Christmas movie2 after a lot of physically, mentally, and
emotionally draining activities!

But instead, I was hosing baby puke off of a car seat when I got home. I then tried to
deflate but Madi was struggling, the other kids were wound up, and Sarah was
distressed. Obviously a lot of bad factors had been blended together!

And here’s the thing about Madi, she’s very vocal! When she’s upset she’s obviously
even more vocal! She’s not only vocal, she’s LOUD!

So at home Madi is feeling sick, and is whining and screaming a lot. I’m exhausted. My
wife is exhausted from Madi. Both my wife and I are trying to rest and recoup from a
very draining weekend and it's not happening smoothly in any sense. At one point, in
exhausted exasperation, my wife storms down the stairs with Madi and puts her on my
lap, telling me that she just needs a minute away from her persistently whining and
screaming…

And that old, dead, fleshly Ben just started creeping out.

I was overwhelmed, stressed, angry and frustrated.

Exit Holy Spirit, enter butthead Ben.

Maybe when I’m a bit older in Christ butthead Ben will be more thoroughly crucified, but
he’s not gone yet!

And in this moment I was selfish, mad, and ignoring the Holy Spirit enough to lose all
common sense and wisdom, and persist in anger towards this precious little baby for

2 ****Early November is NOT too early to watch cheesy Christmas movies people!



messing with our life. How dare she get sick when we were all so exhausted! How dare
she be so upset and loud while we’re all so tired and tapped out! I told her again and
again, more and more firmly, and more and more angrily, to STOP IT, as she cried and
yelled more and more. I put earplugs in my ears to try and keep my cool. She obviously
kept getting more upset and I did the same. Eventually in frustration I put her down on
her butt quite swiftly in a safe corner of a couch, surrounded her with pillows to keep her
cornered and safe, and stormed into the next room in a flustered rage, cursing and
ranting. Me and Sarah had both officially hit a brick wall of impatience and frustration.
Poor Madi just cried harder and louder, desperately wanting the comfort and nurture of
her Dad or Mom to carry her through her own, young and naive, frustration.

Not long after I was in tears of sadness and repentance for not being the Dad she
needed. (And I mean I was ugly crying) It was the saddest moment I’ve had with her as
a parent thus far. I went in to see her while she was sleeping and just wept. I lightly
touched her little foot and just kept saying, “Madi I’m so so sorry…”

When Jesus spoke to his close friend John and said, “Whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in me to fall away—it would be better for him if a heavy millstone
were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea.” (Mark 9:42) It was in a
situation where Jesus likely had a child in his arms at that very moment (See Mark
9:36-37). Jesus was also referencing a situation where John, and we’re talking about
the apostle John here, had said to Jesus that he saw someone driving out demons in
the Name of Jesus and tried to stop him because that person wasn’t part of their
immediate crew. (9:38) Jesus was correcting John and told him not to stop this person,
because anyone doing good in the Name of Christ would draw people to Christ, and the
person didn’t need to be in their immediate crew to belong to Jesus. It's in that context
that Jesus said to John “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to
fall away—it would be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and
he were thrown into the sea.” (Mark 9:42)

So it’s safe to say that Jesus, when speaking of “little ones”, was referring to people
who believe in Him. Maybe He was specifically referring to people who were new in
their faith in Christ. John had certainly planted doubt in this person that he told to stop
casting demons out in the Name of Christ. Jesus responded by saying not to cause
people to stumble who are trying to follow Christ. A millstone was used to grind grain,
and it was so heavy that a donkey was typically used to move it.3 Jesus takes it even
further saying it would be better for a person to essentially die- and have a millstone
hung around their neck and be thrown into the sea, than for them to be a reason that
someone had fallen away from Christ. The consequences are grave for leading a

3 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.



follower of Christ astray through deception or false teaching. Jesus is clearly saying that
God’s severe judgment will fall in such cases.4

There are so many applications here. Jesus is saying we need to care for and be
sensitive towards all people who genuinely love Him, no matter what sins they may be
struggling with, as long as they’re in a state of perpetual repentance and awareness of
their need for God and not sociopaths or narcissists, then certainly they need grace.
Those who belong to Christ belong to Christ and need encouragement paired with
godly, loving truth-challenge.

There is an application here that Jesus cares for “little ones” in the sense that He cares
for the marginalized, the broken, and the outcast as well. If we disregard the
marginalized we’re disregarding those that Christ deeply cares about.

But of course, Christ’s care for little children is evident here. In Jesus’ analogy, though
the ultimate implication is that God will deal with those who mislead other people, He’s
referring most directly to children. We see this clearly in the preceding verses Mark
9:36–37.5 This paints the context for us that Jesus, while challenging the pride and
tribalism of his followers, literally had a child in their midst as an object example.
Observe the passage as whole;

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, because on the way they had
been arguing with one another about who was the greatest. 35 Sitting down, he called
the Twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be last and servant of
all.” 36 He took a child, had him stand among them, and taking him in his arms, he said
to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one little child such as this in my name welcomes me.
And whoever welcomes me does not welcome me, but Him who sent me.”
38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons in your name, and
we tried to stop him because he wasn’t following us.”

39 “Don’t stop him,” said Jesus, “because there is no one who will perform a miracle in
my name who can soon afterward speak evil of me. 40 For whoever is not against us is
for us. 41 And whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you
belong to Christ—truly I tell you, he will never lose his reward.

5 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Mk 9:42). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

4 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.
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42 “But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to fall away—it would
be better for him if a heavy millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown
into the sea. (Mk 9:33–42)

Let’s start by digging into Mark 9:33-34, which says;
33 They came to Capernaum. When (Jesus) was in the house, he asked (his disciples),
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, because on the way
they had been arguing with one another about who was the greatest.

The disciples’ had an inability to comprehend Jesus’ destiny, or perhaps its significance,
and this was matched by their distorted understanding of their own futures.6 We who
know the narrative of the New Testament, the death, resurrection and ascension of
Jesus, and the empowering of the Holy Spirit and all the wonders and sufferings of the
disciples of Jesus in the early Church think it's absurd that close followers of Jesus
would argue in this way. But really, if we were in their shoes, we very likely may have
done the same.

Before Jesus was resurrected it was a common thought among Israelites that the
Messiah would be a conquering King like David was. It's extremely plausible that the
apostles thought Christ would set up a mighty throne in Jerusalem, overthrow Roman
rule, and give them sidekick spots in the leadership and rule of the new Kingdom. They
had no stinking clue that Jesus' Kingship would actually come at the end of the world as
we know it, and that He would suffer and die a brutal, humiliating death for the sins of
the world and all who would believe in Him, rise from the dead, and will sit at the right
hand of the Father until He will return to wipe out wickedness for good and set up the
New Heavens and New Earth!

It makes it seem so ridiculous that it's common for religious leaders in the modern
Western age to have perpetual peeing contests, acting falsely humble while comparing
each other’s attendances, budgets, and social media platforms. CEO pastors who
behave like this are sinning in the same vein as the apostles James and John did here.
What did Jesus have to say to them?
35 Sitting down, he called the Twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he
must be last and servant of all.” (Mark 9:35)

Jesus took this as a moment to teach His disciples, and not totally slam them or shame
them. He says that greatness comes by being a servant to others—not by exalting
ourselves above others. We must believe that God will honor our servanthood in history

6 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Mk 9:34). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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and in eternity.7 But this starts at the bottom, not by clawing our way to the top, like so
many corrupted CEOs, demagogues, kings, and dictators do. If we want to be truly
great we are to be last and servant of all.

The word “servant” echoes the words of Isa 52:13–53:12, which Jesus would fulfill.
Jesus demonstrated this principle by sacrificing His own life.8 Followers of Jesus were
likewise called by Him and by His power to sacrifice their lives for others in service,
love, forgiveness, deference, empowerment, suffering, and even blood.
36 (Jesus) took a child, had him stand among them, and taking him in his arms, he said
to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one little child such as this in my name welcomes me.
And whoever welcomes me does not welcome me, but Him who sent me.” (Mark
9:36-37)

To show kindness to a child—who can offer nothing in return—is to serve God (9:37).
Greatness is not achieved through marvelous actions that all see. It is often achieved
through lowly and unseen acts of service toward those who cannot repay. But God
sees, and God repays.9

Fridays before our baby Madi came into our life were days I looked forward to
immensely. Because my wife Sarah and I had two older daughters in school, Fridays
were all ours. We would go out for a long breakfast, talk, binge TV shows, take long
walks, and do other fun things that married people do.

When Madi was born in September of 2021, our Fridays changed. The two older girls
would be in school and me and Sarah would be with Madi for the day.

And confession- since then I have looked forward to Fridays, but not as much as I did
before. I love having quality time with Sarah and Madi, but I loved having quality time
with just Sarah even more!

On one Friday about a month ago, I knew I wouldn’t get quality time with Sarah and
Madi, but just Madi. My wife was going to work a job all that day and I would spend
hours with Madi on my own.

I confess I was grumpy going into the day, and wanting to spend time with Sarah.

And on top of that, in a car ride where Madi and I were riding with Sarah to take her to
her job, Madi was screaming the whole way. I thought to myself, “Great, here we go.
Gonna be another wonderful day of parenting!”

9 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.

8 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Mk 9:35). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

7 CSB Tony Evans Study Bible Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Mk9.35&off=0&ctx=Humility+Devotional%0a~9:35+++Echoes+the+wo


But then we dropped Sarah off at her job. I found a park with a trail nearby that I had
never been to before. It was a cool and comfortable October day. The skies were
beautiful and clear. The leaves were vivid in colors of neon red, orange and yellow
everywhere.

I got Madi to the trail and her cries had calmed down. I put her in a carrier pack that
strapped around my shoulders, faced her towards me and fastened a strap on my back
to allow her to snuggle in and rest. She was tired. I calmly rubbed the back of her head
with my fingers and gently kissed her on the forehead. She stretched out her tiny little
hands, seemingly to fully hug me, and settled into my chest for a peaceful nap. I walked
with her for an hour as she rested on me in the beautiful fall foliage of a pumpkin farm
and felt so close to God that I was in tears at times.

There is something incredibly holy about little children my friends. Jesus was definitely
serious when He said, “Whoever welcomes one little child such as this in my name
welcomes me. And whoever welcomes me does not welcome me, but Him who sent
me.” Sure- Jesus was referring to whenever we welcome anyone in His Name. He was
pointing to our love for one another. He was pointing to our love for those who don’t
know Him yet. He was pointing to our love for those who are brand new in Him. He was
pointing to our love for the broken, marginalized and forgotten.

But Jesus was quite literally holding a little child in His arms and saying that we need to
welcome children in His Name. And those of us who welcome children in His Name are
welcoming His Father in Heaven as well.

Parents… we’re going to have messed up, selfish, and hurtful moments with our kids.
Our flesh is going to come out. Our selfish nature is going to rear its ugly head. Our
trauma is going to be triggered. We need to say sorry when we blow it as parents. We
need to invite Jesus to continually lead us to repentance. We need to lean into the
sanctification of Christ and allow Him to replace our broken parts with His truth and love.

But let us hold on to and remember the holy, lovely, beautiful moments that we get to
have with our kids. The naps, the laughter, the peaceful times, the adventures, the first
words, the first steps, the first interests, and the first songs sung. And may we know that
the Lord Jesus Christ is deeply involved in those holy moments. He is all over them. He
is drawing us closer to Him through them!

God wants us to enter into the Holy Spirit’s pace within all the “little ones” of our life-
whether the new believers, the marginalized, or the actual little kids! I was angry at Madi
because I was literally so deep into my sin nature and selfishness, that I was expecting
her to be in the same place I was as a forty one year old, and she’s a fourteen month
old!!!! When I enter into the pace of the Holy Spirit into her life, its beautiful. When we
enter into the Holy Spirit’s pace in the lives of anyone, it’s always beautiful. We who are



strong have an obligation to bear the weaknesses of those without strength, and not to
please ourselves. (Rom. 15:1) May God give us patients as parents and as disciples of
Jesus Christ so that we can build up those who are new in Christ and those who don’t
know Christ yet and desperately need Him! Let’s seek Him together.


