
#19: DOXA, (ROMANS 8:18-30)
My family and I have shared things that we look forward to together.

For one, thanks to John Mark Comer’s work “The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry” and
accompanying podcasts and YouVersion studies, my wife and I practice more Sabbath
rest in our lives. I now turn off my phone on Thursday night, because I know that Friday
through Saturday will be time off. On Thursday night I get home late- usually by about
8pm, because I run a freestyle hip hop cypher for a few hours for young rappers in
Akron Ohio that night. I get home, I grab food and a beverage that I really enjoy, the
kind that I don’t have the rest of the week, and I turn off my phone and enter into a time
of rest and refreshment, focusing on my wife and family more. I’m still learning to be
consistent in this!

And now our kids are starting to learn this weekly rhythm as well. My oldest daughter
Charlotte mentioned that she looks forward to our time of rest on the weekend or
Sabbath. She knows that likely on Friday night we’ll have a movie night, we’ll make or
order really good food that we like, and we’ll bust out some popcorn and treats for them.

My family also looks forward to family vacations. We can’t afford to spend too much
money in the season we’re in right now, so we occasionally plan short trips to
destinations, and often go and visit my parents in Myrtle Beach, SC for more extended



periods. There’s something about knowing that these vacations are near in the distance
that makes it easier for my wife and I to do our jobs well, wash dishes, change diapers,
and feed our dog and cat. It also makes it easier for our kids to try hard at school
(though admittedly at times it distracts them and we use it as leverage!). I’ve said to my
middle daughter before, “Hey Brooklyn, do your best on your reading homework! We’ll
be going to New York City in a month and we’ve got to earn those privileges!”

We all need to have things to look forward to. It’s inside of us.

In Romans 8:18-30, Paul addresses the tension between present suffering and the
hope of future glory, explaining why the redemption of the children of God and creation
itself is only partially fulfilled.1 Paul has just spoken in Romans 8:17 about how part of
belonging to Christ means there will be suffering, and then pens in verse 18;

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is going to be revealed to us. (Romans 8:18)

Earthly suffering is not an eternal reality. In v. 17, Paul’s reference to suffering together
with Christ likely alludes to persecution for confessing faith in Christ. Here, the present
sufferings may refer to more than persecution and encompass the full range of human
experience: sickness, injury, natural disaster, financial loss, poverty, hunger, and death.2

When you’re sick does it make you long for eternity and draw you into prayer? When
you physically injure your body do you long for a resurrected, perfect body? When you
view from a distance or experience first hand the devastation of floods, tornadoes,
hurricanes, fires, earthquakes, and tsunamis, does it strike you to the core that the
brevity of life is an ever-present reality? When you’re broke and low on money, do you
beg God to help you to trust in His provision, and does the struggle for resources
remind you of your disdain for the things of this world? When you’re hungry for food or
thirsty for water do you think to yourself how a hunger for God’s Word and thirst for His
refreshing presence should burn inside of you as well? When you ponder the paralyzing
reality of mortality and death, does it make you desire to live your life for God all the
more?

We all need something to look forward to. Christ seekers have a glory that will be
revealed to us that will make all the trouble of this world seem trivial in comparison.
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The Greek word used here for glory is doxa, and points to the transformation of the
body through resurrection.3 The resurrection that Christ won for us and entered into is
one of the greatest prizes of the Universe! We feel the sting of reality all of the time, but
have a hope of a future, eternal, sinless body much like Christ’s body, and it’s all a gift of
God’s grace to us! “When Christ, who is our life, appears, then we also will appear with
him in glory.” (Col 3:4)

So it is with the resurrection of the dead: Sown in corruption, raised in incorruption;
sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised in power; sown a natural
body, raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. (1
Co 15:42–44)

And all of creation anticipates the resurrection!
19 For the creation eagerly waits with anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed.
(Romans 8:19)

This verse refers to the final unveiling of God’s family of glorified humanity—those
glorified through faith in Christ. There may also be a hint of the unveiling at the
apocalypse, as Jesus returns with His “holy ones” (compare Zech 14:5; Rev 19:11–16),
a term applied in the OT to both divine beings loyal to Yahweh and believers (Dan
7:21–22, 25, 27; 8:24). See note on Rom 8:14.4

I know lots of kids with bad parents. The context that I do ministry in gives me a front
row seat to this. And I’m telling you, what so many of these kids wouldn’t give for a
parent that cares about them. That’s why fostering is such a powerful thing. That’s why
mentoring youth is powerful. I have seen kids cling to integrity driven adult mentors that
show them grace and kindness. They look forward to every moment they can spend
with a mature, loving and functional adult.

So also, all of creation is eagerly waiting for the sons of God to be revealed and take
over. All of creation is tired of satan’s garbage leadership. All of creation is tired of
demons roaming about the earth and destroying people’s lives. All of creation is tired of
wars, bullying, foolishness, death, immorality, selfishness and greed polluting it.

All of creation is longing for God and His sons like an employee working in a toxic work
environment longs for a good and righteous boss and their culture to take over.

But until Jesus returns the struggle will continue. The battle between good and evil will
rage on until the Ancient of Days arrives and a judgment is given in favor of the holy
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ones of the Most High, and the time has come for the holy ones to take possession of
the kingdom. (Da 7:22)

20 For the creation was subjected to futility — not willingly, but because of him who
subjected it—in the hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage
to decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children. 22 For we know that the whole
creation has been groaning together with labor pains until now. (Romans 8:20-22)

Paul asserts that even creation has been subjected to pain and suffering through the
presence of sin. The one cause for hope in present circumstances is the certainty of
future glory. The created order will one day be liberated from death and decay (vv.
20–21).5 On this side of history, we have witnessed creation being subjected to futility.
Sin affected more than humanity’s relationship to God; creation itself was spoiled and
suffered decay (v. 21).6 The word for futility is ματαιότης (mataiotēs) which means
emptiness. The emptiness of existence has crept into our consciousness and all of
creation. Vanity of vanities! All is vanity. (Eccl. 1:2) We look forward to something better!

All of creation hasn’t willingly been subjected to this empty meaninglessness, but the
one who subjected it was God, acting in response to the sin of Adam and Eve. We see
the beginning of this curse in Genesis 3;

17 And he said to the man, “Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree
about which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat from it’:

The ground is cursed because of you.
You will eat from it by means of painful labor
all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
19You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow
until you return to the ground,
since you were taken from it.
For you are dust,
and you will return to dust.”  (Ge 3:17–19)
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God had the hope all along that “creation itself would be set free from the bondage to
decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children. (Romans 8:21) From the beginning of
Eden not being inhabited by humankind the way it was intended to, God desired for it to
be inhabited by humankind the way it was intended to be inhabited. Through fulfilling
this via the sacrifice of His one and only Son Christ it will one day be possible for Eden
to be restored in the New Jerusalem forever with a population of people of all nations
already gathered by the grace, forgiveness, love, salvation, sanctification, and
resurrection of Christ’s beloved- the Church- the people of God.

Nonetheless, “we know that the whole creation has been groaning together with labor
pains until now.” The created order is in turmoil. Like God’s people, it is longing for
Christ’s return, when He will liberate the world from death and decay (see Rev 21:1).
This restoration is a prominent theme of the OT prophets.7

Just look at how beautifully the prophet Isaiah articulates this idea of the creation
groaning with labor pains and finally experiencing the exhilaration of heavenly
restoration!

The wilderness and the dry land will be glad;
the desert will rejoice and blossom like a wildflower.,
2 It will blossom abundantly
and will also rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the glory of the Lord,
the splendor of our God.
3Strengthen the weak hands,
steady the shaking knees!
4Say to the cowardly:
“Be strong; do not fear!
Here is your God; vengeance is coming.
God’s retribution is coming; he will save you.”
5Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6Then the lame will leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy,
for water will gush in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7 the parched ground will become a pool,
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and the thirsty land, springs.
In the haunt of jackals, in their lairs,
there will be grass, reeds, and papyrus.
8A road will be there and a way;
it will be called the Holy Way.
The unclean will not travel on it,
but it will be for the one who walks the path.
Fools will not wander on it.
9There will be no lion there,
and no vicious beast will go up on it;
they will not be found there.
But the redeemed will walk on it,
10and the ransomed of the Lord will return
and come to Zion with singing,
crowned with unending joy.
Joy and gladness will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee. (Is 35:1–10)

Take a moment and contrast this beautiful vision of Isaiah with the labor pains of
creation in 2022…

Russian bombs explode killing civilian families in the Ukraine- labor pains. The addict
lights a candle, boils the heroin powder and water on a spoon, sucks it into a syringe,
ties a rubber tourniquet around their arm and shoves the needle into their veins again-
labor pains. The people of the Chinese underground Church hide from the government
hoping they won’t be raided, arrested or killed- labor pains. Another young American
black man is pulled over in their car by a white cop and accosted like a criminal when
they’re actually driving to write their Phd dissertation at a coffee shop- labor pains. We
long for restoration, freedom, perfection, and utopia as a created order and culture! We
sense that it’s not here yet and something deep and powerful in us looks forward to it!
23 Not only that, but we ourselves who have the Spirit as the firstfruits—we also groan
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. (Romans
8:23)

“First fruits” was an OT expression referring to the first part of the harvest, which God
designated for Himself and His priests (Lev 23:10). Here, its usage refers to God’s initial
transformative work in His people, which will result in resurrection glory.8 We see this
principle of first fruits which applied in regard to Old Testament tithing and support of the
priesthood, and still applies to giving financial worship offerings in support of the work of
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the Church to build the Kingdom and get the gospel out. It’s well articulated in the book
of Deuteronomy, which states;

2 Although Levi has no inheritance among his brothers, the Lord is his inheritance, as he
promised him. 3 This is the priests’ share from the people who offer a sacrifice, whether
it is an ox, a sheep, or a goat; the priests are to be given the shoulder, jaws, and
stomach. 4 You are to give him the first fruits of your grain, new wine, and fresh oil, and
the first sheared wool of your flock. 5 For the Lord your God has chosen him and his
sons from all your tribes to stand and minister in his name from now on. (Dt 18:2–5)

Along with Israel, God’s people are called to sensibly and healthfully offer “first fruits” in
every sense- financially, time-wise, energy-wise, heart-wise and mind-wise to Christ and
His people, the Church, just as we have been gifted by the King of Heaven Himself with
the Holy Spirit- God’s first fruits- and a seal and a promise of provision, encouragement,
the miraculous, and the anchor of truth. We have this eternal promise, so we groan…
Expressing frustration with the present evil age and the anticipation of complete
redemption.9

24 Now in this hope we were saved, but hope that is seen is not hope, because who
hopes for what he sees? 25 Now if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it
with patience. (Romans 8:24-25)

The hope we have is not like we normally think of the word to be. It is not wishful
thinking; it is a confident expectation in the fulfillment of God’s promises.10 Remember
how Romans 8:20 stated that this hope is actually the hope of God Himself, and we who
belong to Jesus share this hope of God Himself. This is the hope that saved our lives.
Yet it is still hope in the unseen, and that which we have not seen yet. We haven’t seen
all of God’s promises fulfilled. We have yet to witness the return of Christ, but “we hope
for what we do not see” and “we eagerly wait for it with patience”. We’ve received the
sealed assurance of the Holy Spirit living in us and we believe deep in our inner being
that the truths of God are truly true, and as a result present troubles are manageable
when living in hope of future redemption.11

26 In the same way the Spirit also helps us in our weakness, because we do not know
what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us, with inexpressible
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groanings. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because he
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:26-27)

We have an eternal, unshakable hope placed in us by the Spirit, and the Spirit
continually helps us in our weakness. This refers to people’s limited capacity and
susceptibility to sin and death. Paul encourages the Roman believers that the Spirit
does not condemn them in their weakness.12 Do you doubt? Are you deconstructing?
Do you struggle? Do you sometimes cling to faith as though you’re hanging on by a
thread? Even though you may be hanging on a thread, God’s love is still ever present
and powerful- guiding you through!

The day that Martin Luther King died, Jimi Hendrix played a concert. He was in such
despair that he didn’t know what to play, and launched into one of the most beautiful,
expressive improvisations he had ever played. Jimi didn’t know what to play at this
moment, but the spirit of music and creative expression interceded for him with
inexpressible groanings.

Have you ever wished that you could pray but have no idea what to pray?

This notion used to leave me in a place of total despondency and sadness until I felt
good enough to pray again, and these valleys were regular parts of my faith until I
experienced the gift of speaking in tongues for the first time. I was in a place of absolute
desperation, stressed out and full of anxiety, and not sure what to pray but desiring God
to move, and then all of a sudden a language unknown to me just came out of my
mouth. It groaned in improvisational angelic language, comforting me in the presence of
God. I had no idea what was coming out, but I was certain that God did, and my
desperation, stress and anxiety melted as I adored God beyond my comprehension.

And there have been other times where the stress and anxiety remains, and my
physical being is in utter anguish, and yet I can pray in an unknown language and
experience the comfort of God amidst it all.

I’m not saying that everyone needs to speak in tongues. “I thank God that I speak in
tongues. Nevertheless, I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct
others, than ten thousand words in a tongue.” (1 Cor. 14:18-19) What I am saying is that
the Holy Spirit is more powerful than us, and He can intercede in us anyway He wants
to, and we should let Him!
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After all, even with the assurance of future hope, believers who patiently endure
suffering may, at times, face troubles that exhaust their strength and try their faith. Paul
urges such believers to find encouragement in the intercession the Holy Spirit makes on
their behalf in these circumstances. This is one aspect of how the Holy Spirit serves as
an advocate (paraklētos) for followers of Christ.13 One wonderful thing about the Holy
Spirit is that He works in so many ways in the hearts and minds of Christ followers!

It’s alright, it’s alright, it’s alright
The Spirit moves in mysterious ways (Bono)

Christ Himself promised to His disciples and to us who are now His disciples that “the
Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in His name, will teach us all
things and remind us of everything He has told us through His Word and by His Spirit.”
(Jn 14:25–26)

God is the one who searches our hearts. He is omniscient (see Acts 1:24; 2:23; 15:8).
Paul tells us as Jesus followers that God continues to work on our behalf, especially
when we do not know what to pray for.14 And fellow Jesus follower, fellow saint who is
set apart for God, I know you needed to hear this today. If you are struggling in your
faith or in any way- God is still working!!!!

28 We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are
called according to his purpose. (Romans 8:28)

Even the worst tragedy, the most difficult circumstance, the most uphill climb, the most
unfair treatment, and the most confusing situation is working for your good fellow Christ
seeker! You have been “called according to God’s purpose” and nothing and no one on
this earth can take that away from you! Like Joseph, you can tell your enemy, demons,
your flesh, and the devil with peaceful resolve, “You planned evil against me; God
planned it for good to bring about the present result.” (Ge 50:20) Rest in that truth fellow
Jesus follower! Cling to eternity and the ways of God even when everything is pushing
in against you! Cling to the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self control of the Spirit even when hate, despair, war, impatience,
unkindness, deceitfulness, unfaithfulness, harshness, and madness seem to press in all
around you! (Gal. 5:22)
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29 For those he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son,
so that he would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he
predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also justified; and those he justified,
he also glorified. (Ro 8:29–30)

The Greek word used here for “foreknew” is proginōskō, and means “to know in
advance” or “to choose beforehand.” Paul is most likely drawing on OT language that
describes Yahweh’s choice of Israel as His covenant people. In Genesis 18:19, Yahweh
uses the Hebrew word for “know” to indicate His choice of Abraham (compare Amos
3:2; Jer 1:5). However, the theological concept of divine foreknowledge is subject to
various interpretations. One view understands “foreknew” as referring to God’s
knowledge of the faith people would have in Christ. Following that interpretation, God
predestined those whom He knew would believe. This interpretation, however, does not
seem to be Paul’s meaning here. The context of the word here and elsewhere in the NT
suggests the sense of “choose” or “determine to know intimately,” derived from the OT
concept of the election of Israel (see Rom 11:2; 1 Pet 1:2, 20; Acts 2:23).15

The Greek verb used here for predestined is proorizō, and refers to choosing or
deciding beforehand. Salvation ultimately depends on God’s choice.16 We may think
we’ve had a part in our salvation, but even the most free-will leaning among us Christ
seekers must admit that the power of God is more powerful than our power of choice.
We won’t solve all the mysteries of predestination vs. free-will on this side of heaven,
but we can know for sure that God saves us, and we don’t somehow partner with God
to save ourselves!

“Being conformed to the image of his Son” refers to sanctification, the process by which
a believer grows to be more like Christ.17

“Called” is God’s act of drawing someone to a relationship with Him through Christ.18

Justified Refers to being set right or declared righteous by God (3:20, 24). As we’ve
seen thus far, justification is a central theme of Romans (see 2:13; 4:2; 6:7).19
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Then, Paul’s chain of verbs culminates in glorification, tying this section back to its
starting point in v. 18 and emphasizing that the hoped for future glory is just as certain
as the already evident work of calling and justification.20
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