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CONTEXTCONTEXT

Last week we learned how Ephesians 1:3-14 formed one unit, broken into three 
sections: 

 God the Father’s work in electing us (vv.3-6)
 God the Son’s work in redeeming us (vv.7-10)
 God the Holy Spirit’s work in sealing us (vv.11-14)  

Before the apostle Paul tells the Ephesians what they are to do for God (chapters 
4-6), he reminds them what God had done for them (chapters 1-3): 

  Saved them (1:3-14)
  Given them an eternal inheritance (1:15-23)
  Raised them from death, by grace through faith (2:1-10)
  Reconciled them to one another, as well (2:11-22)
  Revealed the mystery of God’s plan to them (3:1-13)
  All so they could be filled with the fullness of God (3:14-21) 

But to begin, Paul wants to show them that their salvation did not start when they 
first placed their faith in Christ. Nor did it even begin when God was calling and 
drawing them to himself in their unbelieving, unregenerate state. Their salvation 
began, he explains, before time began, in eternity past, when He chose (elected) 
certain people unto salvation. That is where we were last week and that is where 
we are today.   

OBSERVATIONOBSERVATION

Question 1: Pastor Tim took us to Romans 9:10-13 and explained the basis on 
which God saves us. But let’s take a moment to learn the context of these verses. 
Go back and read Romans 9:1-9 to gain an even greater understanding of this 
morning’s sermon. After that, list as many observations as you can. And just a 
reminder: don’t interpret or apply the text yet! Just make observations.  
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INTERPRETATIONINTERPRETATION

Question 2: One of the keys to interpreting Scripture is making sure you 
understand the author’s “train of thought.” We do this by asking ourselves: 

“What is the logical flow here?” In other words, all of these sentences by the 
author formulate an argument. Paul isn’t teaching on the subject of God’s 
blessings to Israel in vv.1-5 and then all of a sudden switching to a different topic 
of the patriarchs and their offspring in vv.6-12. That’s why you find connection 
words and phrases like “therefore” and “but” and “in order that” in the Bible. 
These words and phrases connect sentences together to form arguments. So, 
now that we’ve spent some time reading and observing the text, it’s time to ask 
ourselves, “What is Paul’s point here? What is his train of thought in vv.1-9?” Put 
Paul’s argument into your own words. 

Question 3: How would you respond to someone who says, “Yes, everyone 
deserves judgment and hell, but it’s still unfair for God to be merciful to some 
and not to others.” If both of my two kids stole money from my wife’s purse, and 
I chose to punish only one of them and not the other, the one getting punished 
would scream “that’s not fair!”  

CONSULTATIONCONSULTATION

Insights for Interpretation 

• In order to rightly interpret Romans 9, we must understand the typical Jew assumed 
that all Israel would be saved (Romans 11:26). This assumption contradicted the 
teachings of the apostles. They claimed that God was judging Israel for their 
rejection of the Messiah, temporarily setting them aside, and is now turning his 
saving efforts toward the Gentiles. Their response, implied in 9:4-6a, would have 
been, “Are you saying that God blessed Israel (with the law, the covenants, the 
prophets, etc.) for nothing and is now going back on his promises to save us?” 

• Paul’s response was, “Yes, it is true that all Israel would be saved. But what is an 
Israelite? In God’s mind, a true Israelite isn’t just an ethnic Jew – a Jew by birth 
(9:6-7). A true Israelite is a child of promise, not a child of the flesh (9:8).” Paul 
then uses two examples to support this. First: Ishmael was an ethnic Jew, born of 
Abraham, but the blessing was given to Isaac (9:9). Second: Esau was an ethnic 
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Jew, born of Isaac, but the blessing went to Jacob (9:10). So, obviously not every 
ethnic Jew is blessed/saved! Salvation isn’t dependent upon 1.) your ethnicity or 
2.) your morality. It’s completely dependent upon one thing, and one thing only: 
God’s decision (9:11-12). This would have led to the objection: “God is unjust!” (9:14).  

Question 4: Discuss vv.15-18 and Pastor Tim’s points about it. Are you satisfied 
with Paul’s response to this objection?

Resources for Reading

Desiring God

John Piper’s “Look at the Book”: All you see is the text and pen markings of John 
Piper as he studies these verses at an in-depth level. “Look at the Book” is one of 
Pastor Tim and Josh’s favorite resources on the web.

Romans 9:9-13 (Pt.1):
https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/jacob-i-loved-but-esau-i-hated

Romans 9:9-13 (Pt.2):
https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/why-god-chooses-whom-he-chooses

Romans 9:9-13 (Pt.3):
https://www.desiringgod.org/labs/the-mystery-of-election

Monergism

Kevin DeYoung Sermon on Romans 9:
https://sermons-urc.s3.amazonaws.com/2009/september/090609pm.mp3

APPLICATIONAPPLICATION

Question 5: Discuss the following statement: Mature Christians accept God’s 
Word, first and foremost, on the basis of God’s nature as opposed to human 
logical explanations of His Word. In other words, “I believe it not because I 
understand it; I believe it simply because God said it’s true.” Do you agree with 
this statement?   
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(Hint: Did God explain to Adam and Eve why they would die if they ate of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil? If not, how were they supposed to accept this 
prohibition?)

ADORATIONADORATION

In Pastor Tim’s sermon, he said that all of this leads us to worship. Take some 
time, as a  group to conclude your time in prayer with worship and adoration. 
 


