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1. In Dan’s sermon, he reminded us of the blessing of being “set” in our salvation. Our 
salvation cannot be lost. Dan pointed us to Ephesians 1:13-14 which reminds us that 
we’ve been sealed with the Holy Spirit. He is the down payment, the guarantee that 
we will receive what has been promised. We are set. But Dan also warned us about the 
potential dangers of being “set.” When things are set, we tend to forget. Read and study 
Deuteronomy 8:11-20 as a group. What are the things listed in the text that cause a 
person to forget the Lord? Note any other observations and important statements from 
the text. 

2. Now let’s go to the main text Dan preached from today: Galatians 5:13-26. The 
Galatians had a doctrinal problem. They were tempted to revert back to the ceremonial 
law (especially circumcision), as a means of being made right with God (Gal.4:10; 5:2, 
6, 11; 6:12-15). Jews basically figured that nobody can be perfect and obey every moral 
law, but a person can keep the ceremonial laws, especially the most important one: 
circumcision. Doing this would then identify you with the nation of Israel, thereby making 
you righteous before God. This is why circumcision was so heavily emphasized. Paul 
then basically says, “You won’t be made righteous by just observing one aspect of the 
law. You have to obey all of it to be made righteous!” (Gal.5:3). What’s important to 
understand is that this doctrinal problem addressed in chapters 1-4 was at the root of 
their behavioral problem described in chapters 5-6. Read Galatians 5:13-26. What was 
going on in Galatia? What is the main vice Paul’s concerned with? Yes, he lists many 
vices, but if you look carefully, there’s one in particular that’s being addressed. Pay 
special attention to the first few verses of Dan’s passage as well as the last verse (v.26). 
Then, discuss: How did the doctrinal issue lead to the behavioral issue? How did poor 
orthodoxy lead to poor orthopraxy?

3. In his message, Dan placed an emphasis on unity. This is an important exhortation 
since the church is so divided politically, racially and even medically (Covid-related 
issues). The Galatians were obviously divided as well. In fact, it was so bad, Paul likened 
them to vicious animals who were about to eat one another (5:15)! How can this be 
avoided? Paul’s answer is “walk by the power of the Spirit.” Do that, and you won’t 
behave that way. But the big question is: “How are we to do that? How does a believer 
walk by the power of the Holy Spirit so he does not gratify the desires of the flesh?” 
Discuss that question together as a group. Then, after you’ve done that a while, read the 
following verses. As you do, look for the common theme. What is Paul emphasizing?



Sealed But Not 
 Satisfied

 
 Galatians 2:16: “…yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law  
 but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in   
 order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law…” 
 
 Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but  
 Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of  
 God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

 Galatians 3:2, 5-6, 8-9: “[2] Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by  
 works of the law or by hearing with faith? … [5] Does he who supplies the Spirit to  
 you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with  
 faith—[6] just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as    
 righteousness”? … [8] And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify t  
 he Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you  
 shall all the nations be blessed.” [9] So then, those who are of faith are blessed  
 along with Abraham, the man of faith.”

 Galatians 3:11–12, 14: [11] Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the  
 law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” [12] But the law is not of faith, rather  
 “The one who does them shall live by them.” …[14] so that in Christ Jesus the   
 blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the  
 promised Spirit through faith. 

 Galatians 3:23–26: [23] Now before faith came, we were held captive under the  
 law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. [24] So then, the law was  
 our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. [25] But  
 now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, [26] for in Christ Jesus  
 you are all sons of God, through faith. 

 Galatians 5:5-6: [5] For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for  
 the hope of righteousness. [6] For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor   
 uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.

4. How does Galatians 3:3 relate to Galatians 5:25? What are these verses saying? 
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5. When we are tempted, it is extremely difficult to have faith. For example, when we get 
angry, it’s almost impossible to not lash out or to be passive aggressive or return evil for 
evil in some way. Or, when we see something tantalizing on our phones or television, how 
do we look away? How do we say, “I will not watch that”? How do we grow in our faith so 
we can be empowered by the Spirit so we won’t gratify the desires of the flesh? 


