
#32: EXAMPLE, (ROMANS 12:9-21)
I started playing guitar when I was ten years old, and pretty much from the age of ten
until twelve, I just liked making noise, learning the occasional song, playing the
occasional talent show, making up the occasional tune, and bragging about my ability to
play to my peers to get accolades.

But then, as I was on the verge of turning thirteen, I was in a Middle School band called
Joker’s Wild. We played at a talent show and were beloved by our seventh grade
classmates, to the point where it got us a lot of attention. We particularly got attention
from girls which was an Achilles Heel to my seventh grade pubescent mind. Because I
was young and insecure this attention really sparked something in me.

And then, my good friend Pat, who was our lead singer, left the state of Ohio and moved
to Connecticut with his family. Being the only other one in the band who sang, I was left
to lead Joker’s Wild.

And from there, I took a real interest in music. It went to a whole new level. I started
buying cassette tapes of bands like Rush, Deep Purple, Yes, Led Zeppelin and the
Doors, listening to them constantly. This was 1994 when yellow Sony Walkmans with
foamy headphones were the go to portable music device. I practiced playing guitar
more than ever. I started recording a few original songs a week. I was hooked.



I also wanted to improve as a guitar player, so I began to take lessons. I ended up with
this really cool teacher that I’ll never forget. I don’t remember his name, but he was an
ex hippie from Berklee school of music in Boston that was now in his late forties. I
remember him showing me his college ID card from the 70’s that he had kept in his
wallet where he had killer poofy long hair and a beard. His guitar teaching room in the
small music store where he taught always smelled like Arby’s roast beef. And man,
more than anything, the dude could PLAY.

But not only could he play, he made me believe I could play when I couldn’t yet play.

Before him, I had tried another guitar teacher. The guy’s name was Lou. I remember his
name. On the first lesson, I came in and sat down. In front of me was Lou, an extremely
long haired young dude in his late twenties who wore a leather vest, bearing his manly
chest hair. He had ripped up jeans, tattoos and a devil may care attitude. From there, he
asked me to play some basic chords, and then proceeded to rip amazing, Steve Vai,
Eddie Van Halen style solos over the top of my basic chords. Then, he gloated to me
about how good he was and explained everything he was doing at a verbal speed of
three hundred miles per hour. Safe to say I went to two lessons with Lou and then
switched to the great teacher I’ve spoken of thus far.

The guitar teacher that believed I could play really increased my ability and confidence
to play. I would bring in songs like “Heart of the Sunrise” by “Yes” to learn with his help-
which is an extremely challenging song. My teacher would go through it with me, bit by
bit, and I would hack my way through it, imitating what he displayed. He was much
further along than me, but was so encouraging as I fumbled through the song that I
began to gain his confidence.

“Yeah that’s it man, you’re getting it!” I remember him saying, before I got it.

I began to be a good guitar player because of his teaching.

There are plenty of religious people out there, pastors, teachers, and everyday Christ
followers, who are like Lou. They try to teach others to follow Christ from a place of
superiority. Not everyone who does this knows they’re doing it. God knows I’ve certainly
done it to others hundreds of times. I’ve said things like;

● Oh, you like prayer? I have prayer alarms that go off three times a day to remind
me to pray, and I also spend an hour in prayer a day intentionally. Sometimes I
go to a cabin in the woods by myself and fast and pray for a whole day.



● We’ve got to be in the Word of God! That’s why I set an alarm to get up early and
spend hours with Him every day. And I never want to miss it! My day just isn’t the
same if I don’t get a LOT of time in the Word!

● I shared the gospel with someone who had just cussed me out yesterday. We
have to be bold for Jesus! Do ya hear me?

Again, I’m aware that Jesus taught us to “let our light shine before others, so that they
may see our good works and give glory to our Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16b) But I’m
also aware now that the light that Christ shines through us, the light that He gives to us,
is not a flashlight in someone's eyes! I used to think I had to flex my spirituality to others,
and now Christ is teaching me otherwise.

I’m learning the value of being a Christ follower that’s like my other guitar teacher, the
good one. I’m learning that Christ in me helps others believe and embrace who God has
made them to be, and helps the life of Christ to come alive in them to be able to live for
Him more fully. That’s always done with grace, and sounds more like;

● Oh you’re getting into prayer? That’s wonderful! Man, I'm learning the value and
beauty of prayer more every day! There have been many times in my life I
haven’t valued it, but when I do, it draws me closer to the Father. I’ve learned that
I pray best when I take a hike in the woods and just listen. What style of praying
do you think would work best for you?

● Are you learning the Bible? Cool. I’ve had times in my walk with Jesus where I’ve
been in it daily for hours, and days I’ve missed it. Now, I’m in a place where
whether I read it for a few minutes or a few hours it always blesses me and
increases my intimacy with Christ.

● It’s uncomfortable to share the gospel with people, but Jesus can give us
boldness we didn’t even know was possible! There have been many times I
wanted to share but didn’t, and times where I have. It’s a journey!

All of this is essential to keep in mind as we look at Romans 13:9-21. This passage is
loaded with encouragement, but mostly with challenges for us. Christ wants to woo us
into these scriptural principles and embody them in us by His grace!

As in 1 Cor 12–13, in this passage of Romans, Paul addresses acting in love in close
association with his discussion of spiritual gifts. Followers of Christ should seek to build
up the Church in love; the use of spiritual gifts should not be motivated by selfishness or
personal ambition.1 It’s unfortunately easier to be like Lou the guitar teacher than it is to
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be like the cool guitar teacher from Berklee! Christ in us makes it possible for us to have
an eternal impact on the lives of others!

Paul opens, saying;

9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Detest evil; cling to what is good. (Roman 12:9)

We are challenged to “let love be without hypocrisy” The NT presents love as the
defining ethical standard for us as Jesus followers (Luke 10:25–28; John 13:34–35;
Rom 5:5–8; 13:9–10; 1 John 4:8–11). Paul assumes that his audience already shows
love to one another; and he calls for their love to be genuine and sincere.2

After all, Jesus Himself stated clearly to us, His disciples;

34 “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also
to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” (Jn 13:34–35)

And Paul had stated earlier in chapter 5 of Romans;

6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For
rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone
might even dare to die. 8 But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. (Ro 5:6–8)

This kind of divine, agape love abiding in us with supernatural, Holy Spirit power would
lead us to dispense the same kind of love on others both inside and outside of the Body
of Christ.

The apostle John puts it rather poignantly;

8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his one and only Son into the world so that we
might live through him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice, for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved
us in this way, we also must love one another. (1 Jn 4:8–11)

Again, Christ’s love abiding in us will be sincere, without hypocrisy. “Sincere” translates
as anypokritos (lit., “without hypocrisy”) This is God’s love, which has been ministered to
believers by the Holy Spirit (5:5) and must be ministered by them to others in the Holy
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Spirit’s power.3 Christ in us, in all his holy sincerity, expels our hypocritical, insincere
flesh.

Hating various forms of sin is also frequently mentioned in Scripture (Pss. 97:10;
119:104, 128, 163; Prov. 8:13; 13:5; 28:16; Heb. 1:9; Rev. 2:6). Turning from evil is to
accompany adhering to the good (cf. 1 Peter 3:11).4 Christ living in us detests the evil in
and around us, clinging to what is good and godly, and drawing us towards His
righteousness.

And from this place of Christ’s sincerity and righteousness we move towards being like
the good guitar teacher without even knowing it, and we move away from being like
Lou! Paul continues;

10 Love one another deeply as brothers and sisters. Take the lead in honoring one
another. (Romans 12:10)

The apostle Peter touches on this concept when he says;

22 Since you have purified yourselves by your obedience to the truth, so that you show
sincere brotherly love for each other, from a pure heart love one another constantly.
(1 Pe 1:22)

Christ fosters a familial love in us that leads us to a deep, genuine, beautiful love for one
another as brothers and sisters. The things we’ve learned of counterfeit love slowly fade
away. Codependency slowly dies and interdependency with healthy boundaries springs
up in its place. Individualism slowly dies and yearning for genuine relationships springs
up in its place. Narcissism slowly dies and humility springs up in its place. Consumerism
slowly dies and a heart of service springs up in its place.

And then from this place, like the good guitar teacher did for me musically, we “take the
lead in honoring one another”.

Imagine for a moment what a group of people oozing with the sincerity of Christ, the
goodness of Christ, and the deep love of Christ really looks like as a community! It looks
like a bunch of folks, by the power of the gospel and the Holy Spirit, “taking the lead in
honoring one another”. That kind of group is full of individuals who don’t succumb to the
fleshly impulse to;
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● Pile up records of wrongs against one another,
● Persist in behavior patterns that hurt one another,
● Make up lies about one another,
● Believe the worst in one another,
● Tear one another down face to face,
● Tear people down behind their backs,
● Not be reliable to one another
● Not be committed to one another
● Say condescending things to one another, or
● Ghost one another.

Taking the lead in honoring one another is the epitome of love, and

4 Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, 5 is
not rude, is not self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6
Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Cor. 13:4-7)

In Christ we are not permitted to play games with this love, take advantage of this love,
use this love for our own gain, or play duplicitous games with one another. That is
antithetical to Christ in us. That is sociopathically imitating Christ without inviting Christ
to truly dwell in us.

Paul instructs us further;

11 Do not lack diligence in zeal; be fervent in the Spirit;, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in
hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. (Romans 12:11-12)

We are challenged here to “not lack (“not shrinking, not hesitating, not being lazy”)
diligence in zeal (en spoudē, “diligence,” rendered “diligently” in 12:8), and be fervent in
the Spirit.5

I like cooking on charcoal. I love stuffing a bunch of paper in the bottom of what they call
a “chimney”, lighting the paper on fire, then pouring a bunch of charcoal on the top, and
giving it time to heat up and get scorching hot. I don’t ever buy the instant light charcoal
or use lighter fluid. When I’m making burgers, steaks, hot dogs, sausages, corn on the
cob, baked potatoes, skewers, tuna steak, or BBQ chicken, I want that natural charcoal
flavor on it. I’ve got an old school style Weber, round charcoal grill. I love that thing man.
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I’ll cook on it when it’s 30 degrees outside in the snow. I’ll cook on that grill in my garage
when it’s raining and try not to light the ceiling on fire!

There have been times where I have lit up a load of charcoal, and I don’t leave it lit for
long enough, and then it’s smoking, but not hot. I put the meat on the grill and it don’t
cook! I gotta make sure that charcoal is sitting on that fire for the right amount of time,
and then it cooks that meat so fast that I better keep my eye on it cause it’s BLAZING!

What does Deut 4:24 say? It says “the Lord our God is a consuming fire, a jealous
God.” Hebrews 12:29 reiterates this. It says “our God is a consuming fire.”

Let me tell you man, we are the charcoal, and God is the fire. He wants to LIGHT US
UP for Him! His power through the gospel lights a PASSION in us! The word for keeping
spiritual fervor, is literally, “boiling” (zeontes, used only here and in Acts 18:25 of
Apollos) “in the spirit” (either the Holy Spirit or one’s inner life).6 CHRIST MAKES US
BOIL FOR HIM! CHRIST MAKES US STOKED AND ON FIRE FOR HIM!

And in this boiling passion we are to rejoice in hope, because our hope in Christ is the
basis of our rejoicing (5:2–5; 1 Peter 1:6–9). We are to be patient (hypome nontes,
“being steadfast, having endurance”; cf. 5:3) in affliction (thlipsei, “distress, trouble,
pressure”; cf. Rom. 8:35). Being patient in affliction can refer to any kind of hardship;
however, Paul might have persecution in mind (Rom 12:14).7 Also we should be
persistent in prayer to God for wisdom, guidance, and strength (cf. 1 Thes. 5:17).8

From this place of boiling, red hot passion for Jesus, we have the ability to worship, to
REJOICE in Him! This patience in affliction is a covering of flaming hot fire that gives us
patience in afflictions, distresses, troubles, and pressures of life! This burning fire gives
us persistence in prayer and abiding. THE CONSUMING FIRE OF GOD IS THE
SOURCE OF IT ALL!

So from that place of fiery passion from God, we;

13 Share with the saints in their needs; (and) pursue hospitality. (Romans 12:13)

“Sharing with the saints in their needs” characterized the Jerusalem church (Acts
2:44–45; 4:32, 34–37). This concern also motivated the church in Antioch (Acts
11:27–30) and the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. 16:1–4; 2 Cor. 8–9; Rom. 15:25–27) to give to
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the church in Jerusalem. In Paul’s time, teachers and philosophers—and Christian
missionaries—traveled from town to town, relying on local residents for food and
lodging. Paul also relied on such hospitality during his missionary journeys (e.g., Acts
16:15; 18:3; 21:16).9

And just the same as two thousand years ago, as followers of Christ we are led by His
power to “carry one another’s burdens; and in this way (we) fulfill the law of Christ. (Gal.
6:2) Every time we give to a missionary or missionary family, every time we invite
brothers and sisters for food or coffee, every time we take time out of our schedule to
help a Jesus follower move to a new place, get a lift somewhere, make a connection to
somebody, or get a new gig, we’re “sharing with the saints in their needs”!

And in the same vein the apostle commanded us, “pursue hospitality” (lit., “pursuing
friendliness to strangers”). Both ministries, meeting needs and being hospitable,
involved helping others.10

There is no better opening of an evangelistic door than to bless and serve others!

So by the leading of Christ, “pursue hospitality”! Find out what your neighbors are into,
and get them little gifts! Mow their lawn! Serve them dinner! Shovel their driveway! Rake
or blow their leaves! Ask them how they’re doing! Walk their dog! Feed their cat while
they’re gone! There are so many opportunities out there to do simple things, and then
when we get the opportunity in relationship we don’t have to be obnoxious or pushy, or
force the gospel on anyone, but can lovingly share what Christ has done in our lives in a
way that dispels negative stereotypes that people have of Christians and actually
compels people to consider the loving, holy God of the Universe!

Paul’s exhortations in this section of Romans 13 relate to our reactions to the actions
and emotions of others, whether followers of Jesus or not. The hatred displayed in
persecution usually evokes response in kind, but Paul commanded, Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse (cf. Matt. 5:44). Perhaps Paul thought of Stephen
(Acts 7:59–60) and of Jesus Christ (Luke 23:34). They both modeled these words and
responded to persecution even to death by praying for God’s forgiveness of their
persecutors.11
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Paul exhorts;

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. (Romans 12:14)

Around the world, 16 Christians are killed each day, on average. That’s nearly 500
Christians every month. Men, women, fathers, mothers, sons and daughters. Just
because they follow Jesus. What staggering and sobering statistics. Research for the
2022 Open Doors’ 2022 World Watch List—the most in-depth investigative report
focusing on global Christian persecution available—reveals that from October 2020 to
September 2021, the number of Christians abducted, arrested and killed increased
sharply.

This year, the total number of martyrs increased from 4,761 (2021 World Watch List
(WWL)) to 5,898 (WWL 2022). Keep in mind this number is likely to be much lower than
actual reality because, especially in closed countries like North Korea and Afghanistan,
or conflict-ridden places like Somalia and Nigeria, killings are often done in secret
and/or go unreported. No one in a North Korean prison camp or radical military leader in
Nigeria is reporting the murder of a Christian. Yet Open Doors has talked to thousands
of believers and refugees and Christians are dying for their faith—every day.12

In the west followers of Jesus don’t experience persecution like this. Granted, when I
attended a liberal arts college and would be vocal about my faith, people would mock
me for it at times, but sometimes it’s because I was being obnoxious about it. There was
a general tolerance and willingness to dialogue amidst disagreement most of the time. I
have put TikTok videos out about Jesus dying for our sins and had people comment,
saying “O man, why do I always end up on the wrong side of TikTok?” Examples like
this are a rejection of my belief system that is mild at most. It’s certainly not in any way
akin to being arrested, beaten, tortured, economically outcast, socially marginalized, or
killed for my faith.

American White Evangelical Christians have butchered the idea of what it means to be
persecuted for their faith in the midst of mindless culture wars. Railing against the Pro
Choice movement, the LGBTQ community, and “woke liberals”, fearing that they’ll take
over the country. At this point in history, we could define that as fear based paranoia
based more on politics than the gospel. Granted, Christ followers have a biblical stance
to cling to in regard to abortion and sexuality, and we also have a biblical stance on care
for the poor and marginalized. Everything must fall back on the love of God. If we can’t
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articulate the truths and convictions we hold in love, and grow up in every way into him
who is the head, into Christ, (Eph. 4:15) then maybe the convictions we hold need a bit
more of Christ’s influence!

Merriam Webster defines persecution as:

1 : the act or practice of persecuting especially those who differ in origin, religion, or
social outlook. Or,
2 : the condition of being persecuted, harassed, or annoyed.13

In 1 Peter 3:13-17, the apostle Peter was writing to Christians who were being
persecuted both by the religious Pharisees and the pagan Romans;

13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you
should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be
troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do
it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it
is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.

This scripture instructs us that if we are able to articulate our convictions in love,
gentleness, and respect, then it’s extremely possible those convictions are from the
Holy Spirit of God!

So let’s take it down to Street Level in our everyday lives… When people mistreat you,
misunderstand you, slander you, gossip about you, bully you, put you down, talk down
to you, or act condescending towards you, is your response to “bless, and not curse
them”?

I know when people, whether inside or outside of the Church, do these things to me,
behind closed doors I struggle with “cursing them” under my breath and in my mind.
After all, it’s not fair that they won’t treat me fairly!

But scripture plainly states to bless, and not to curse ANYONE that is mistreating us to
ANY degree. That’s a wonderfully beautiful mark of a disciple of Jesus. May we pray
that Christ in us the hope of glory would increase His grace in all of us to respond in
such a way! Only His power in us will do so!

Paul goes on, telling us to;

13 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/persecution
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15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. (Romans 12:15)

Jesus followers should be able to empathize with others, both believers and
nonbelievers.14 We’re called to share in both the joy and suffering of fellow believers,
since they are members of one body of Christ (Rom 12:4–5; 1 Cor 12:25–26).15 So
when we hear about our suffering brothers and sisters in North Korea and Afghanistan,
we pray and mourn with them. When the black community in America continues to
experience systemic injustice, we lament. When that individual gets a negative
diagnosis, we allow their sorrow to fill our hearts and pray for and/or with them. When
our friend gets that job promotion, gets married, or has a baby, we rejoice with them.

In the OT, people expressed grief by tearing their clothing, wearing sackcloth, and
fasting (Gen 37:34; 2 Sam 1:12). Mourners would also sing or chant a dirge (2 Sam
1:17–27). In some instances, ancients hired professional mourners to provide additional
consolation and sympathy.16 We see this in Jeremiah 9:17-18:

17 This is what the Lord of Armies says:

Consider, and summon the women who mourn;
send for the skillful women.
18 Let them come quickly to raise a lament over us
so that our eyes may overflow with tears,
our eyelids be soaked with weeping.

We also see what looks like the cultural phenomenon of “professional mourners” during
the time of Jesus when He came to a leader’s house to raise a girl from the dead:

23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house, he saw the flute players and a crowd
lamenting loudly. 24 “Leave,” he said, “because the girl is not dead but asleep.” And
they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by
the hand, and the girl got up. 26 Then news of this spread throughout that whole area.
(Mt 9:23–26).

Could you imagine that as a staff position at a large Church? “Professional Mourner”? In
our religious culture we tend to want to avoid feelings at all costs. We mock therapy and

16 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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psychology. We prop up “manliness” and “toughness”. But the scriptures nor the God of
the scriptures does so. God leads us to a place of experiencing our own hurt and
brokenness as well as the hurt and brokenness of others.

Paul really paints a picture of what it means to pursue loving harmony with one another
in the Body of Christ when he says;

16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud; instead, associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Give
careful thought to do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes. 18 If possible, as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with everyone. (Romans 12:16-18)

Living in harmony with one another literally means, “having the same attitude toward
one another”; cf. Rom. 15:5; Phil. 2:2; 1 Peter 3:8). Being in harmony with other Christ
followers is basic to being able to empathize with them. This idea is then presented in
negative and positive details: Do not be proud (lit., “not thinking highly” of yourself; cf.
Rom. 11:20; 12:3) and instead, associate with the humble (or “people of low position”)
(cf. James 2:1–9). These orders are summarized in the command, Do not be wise in
your own estimation, or “conceited” (lit., “Do not become wise concerning yourselves”;
cf. Prov. 3:7; Rom. 11:25), an attitude that makes empathy impossible.17

And I’ve got to tell you, one thing I have observed in far too many followers of Jesus is a
lack of empathy. Because of my own past hurts and struggles I too have struggled with
a lack of empathy much in my life. Praise the Lord for His healing power and ability to
soften my hardened heart! However, I have also learned that the more that Christ
increases our awareness of our own brokenness, the more we will be stung by the
harshness in others.

We are not called to be like Lou the guitar teacher, flailing about and trying to impress
one another with all of our “spirituality”. We are meant to be like the good guitar teacher,
gently and lovingly leading one another towards the One who wildly and sacrificially
loves us.

We are often far too “wise in our own estimation”, and as a result, as far as it depends
on us, we end up living at war with others instead of at peace with others. We spend
hours and hours of our lives in siloed, technological algorithmic holes, feeding and
feeding and feeding ourselves with content and information, seeking validation from the
select few that we choose to have a voice in our lives. Why are we then surprised that

17 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
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we no longer know how to have relationships with those who differ from us, or disagree
with us, or expose our follies?

We are also meant to “do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes”.

In early 2022 I thought it would be a clever and fun idea to start making video skits
about the social, political and theological problems I was seeing around me. I was
recovering from the third spiritually abusive Church leadership situation I had worked in
also. What ended up coming out was some funny content at times, but some of it was
cutting, mocking and overly intense. It was not “honorable in everyone’s eyes”. Some
folks in my life brought that to my attention and I stopped my mini quest to amalgamate
theology and social commentary with the wiles of Monty Python’s Flying Circus. I
stopped doing the videos because they weren’t helpful to everyone. They did cause
great discussions about Jesus to happen with folks that wouldn’t normally even consider
Christ, but they hurt others in the process. I had to apologize. I had to change. I had to
repent and allow Christ to chart a better course for me despite my natural impulses and
preferences.

Do we really make every decision with this in mind, to “do what is honorable in
everyone’s eyes?” Truly, “the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction,
and those who enter by it are many. But the gate is narrow and the way is hard that
leads to life, and those who find it are few.” (Matt. 7:13-14) Only Christ in us can lead us
into such a tightrope walk, to make all our decisions, both seen and unseen, in a way
that honors God, and by proxy, every and anyone!

Jesus also taught poignantly in the Sermon on the Mount:

38 “You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth., 39 But I tell
you, don’t resist an evildoer. On the contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also. 40 As for the one who wants to sue you and take away your
shirt, let him have your coat as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with
him two. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and don’t turn away from the one who wants
to borrow from you. (Mt 5:38–42)

The Old Testament principle of justice was “eye for eye” (Ex. 21:24), but Paul
commanded, by the power of Christ in Him, for us not to repay anyone evil for evil (cf. 1
Peter 3:9). On the positive side Jesus followers were to do what is right, and honorable
in everyone’s eyes (kala, “beautiful,” used here in the ethical sense of good, noble, and
honorable). Paul then commanded us to live at peace with everyone (cf. “live in
harmony with one another,” Rom. 12:16). But recognizing that limits exist, Paul included
the words, If possible, as far as it depends on you. Harmony with others may not always



be achievable, but Christ’s people should not be responsible for that lack of peace (cf.
Matt. 5:9).18

Think about it, everything we do, by the power of Christ in us, is to be “kala”, or
“beautiful”. It’s to bring love where there’s hate, and peace where there’s war.

So the next time someone rails you on social media, chews you out, talks smack about
you, turns people against you, excludes you, or demeans you, Christ in you can bring
the kala, the beauty of God into their lives. It doesn’t matter how they respond! It only
matters that He matters more than what they did to you!

19 Friends, do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for God’s wrath, because it is
written, Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay,, says the Lord. 20 But
If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
If he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
For in so doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head.,
21 Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Romans 12:19-21)

Referring again to the negative (cf. v. 17a) Paul then exhorted us, his readers, saying
“do not avenge yourselves”, after we are misused. Instead we should leave room for
God’s wrath (lit., “for the wrath”), because God has promised to avenge His people:
Vengeance belongs to me, I will repay (Deut. 32:35; cf. Heb. 10:30). David’s refusal
to kill Saul on two occasions when it seemed that God had delivered Saul into David’s
hands is a classic biblical example of this principle. In light of God’s promise to execute
vengeance, a Christ follower should therefore feed his enemy and quench his thirst—in
short, respond to his evil with Christ’s love. Heaping fiery coals on his head, along with
the first part of Romans 12:20, is a quotation from Proverbs 25:21–22, and encourages
us to show our enemies undeserved kindness, which might elicit a response of shame
and perhaps repentance. This approach leaves room for God to render punishment if
He chooses as Rom 12:19 alludes to.19

The coals on the head may also refer to a ritual in Egypt in which a person showed his
repentance by carrying a pan of burning charcoal on his head. As Paul summarized, Do
not be conquered by evil, giving in to the temptation to retaliate, but conquer evil
with good (cf. Matt. 5:44, “love your enemies”). Again positive and negative commands

19 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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are put together (cf. Rom. 12:9, 11, 16–20).20 Overcoming evil with good Describes
the consequence of the Christian ethics in vv. 14–20. Good will prevail over evil when
Christians respond to their enemies with love and blessings instead of revenge and
curses.21

When my oldest daughter Charlotte was eight years old, she used to constantly fight
with her then five year old sister Brooklyn. Brooklyn was good at getting Charlotte really
riled up by being really mean to her when me and my wife Sarah weren’t in the room.
Then, Charlotte would flip out and scream at Brooklyn. She would come running to us
telling us how awful Brooklyn was acting, we’d get involved and Brooklyn would act as if
nothing had happened, then Charlotte would get in trouble! We’d repeat that cycle again
and again. Charlotte would get frustrated as all get out. She was getting in trouble when
her sister deserved to be the one in hot water.

When we started to figure out what was happening we eventually told Charlotte, “hey,
you’ve got to stay cool in the middle of when Brooklyn treats you like this when we’re
not there! Then just calmly come and tell us what Brooklyn is doing, and we will correct
her and discipline her if necessary! That ain’t your job! You’re not the Mom! You’re not
the Dad! Show by your example that you’re in the right and we’ll take care of the rest!”

And we’re not our heavenly Father! Vengeance is His! Are you having issues with
somebody and they won’t let up, repent, stop or change? Pray for Christ to give you the
power to heed Romans 12:20! “If they’re hungry, feed them. If they’re thirsty, give them
something to drink. For in so doing you will heap fiery coals on their head!” From there,
go to your prayer closet, and tell God what they did to you. He already knows but He
wants to listen to you vent about it because He loves you. Then leave the correction and
discipline up to Him! He’s got it! He’s got you! Though you may at times be
overburdened with the evil of others around you, He can conquer that evil with His
goodness! It may look like you’re surrounded but you’re surrounded by Him! Trust Him!
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