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CONTEXTCONTEXT

1 Samuel 12:24 says, “Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your 
heart. For consider what great things he has done for you.” This one simple verse 
shows us the biblical pattern for motivating believers unto obedience. Notice the 
reason Samuel gives for why they should serve the Lord faithfully: Because He’s 
done great things for them. It does not say, “Serve Him faithfully and he will do 
great things for you.” It essentially says, “He’s done great things for you, therefore, 
serve Him faithfully.” The same thing occurs when Moses gives the Israelites the 
ten commandments. He doesn’t say to them, “Obey these ten commandments 
and God will save you out of Egypt.” He says, “Because God has saved you out of 
Egypt, obey these ten commandments” (Exodus 20:1-17).

The apostle Paul takes up this same pattern and applies it in all of his writings. We 
see it clearly in Ephesians. He wants to encourage and challenge them towards 
faithful living (chapters 4-6), but first he says, as Samuel did, “Consider what great 
things He’s done for you” (chapters 1-3). 

So far, in chapter one, Paul has shown us the Father’s work in election (vv.3-6), the 
Son’s work in redemption (vv.7-10), and now he shows us the Holy Spirit’s work 
in calling and sealing. This is the perfect way to wrap up this section because 
the primary concern humans have whenever we receive something wonderful 
is, “I hope I never lose this.” In these verses, Paul is saying, “You’ve received 
the greatest blessings any human could ever receive: election, predestination, 
adoption, redemption, forgiveness and the revelation of mysteries (vv.3-10)! And 
in case you’re concerned, you can never lose it” (vv.11-14).  

OBSERVATIONOBSERVATION

As always, take just a few minutes to make observations in vv.11-14. To do this…

• Look for repeated words or phrases
• Think about every single word – even ones that we normally wouldn’t
focus on like “the” or “so that”
• Consider verb tenses
• Grapple with statements that appear contradictory (sometimes, in this
step, we’re just observing apparent problems in the text)
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INTERPRETATIONINTERPRETATION

Question 1: Why does Paul say: “In Him we have obtained an inheritance…” 
(v.11a) and then just a little later, “In Him you also… were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit who is the guarantee of our inheritance”? Essentially, 
he’s saying, “We have received an inheritance and you also have obtained an 
inheritance.” Clearly, he’s talking about two different groups of people. Who are 
they? Are there clues in these verses, or in other verses in Ephesians, or other 
books of the Bible, that might shed light on this? 

Question 2: In v.11 Paul says, “In Him we have obtained (past tense) an 
inheritance…” But then in v.14 he says, “…who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it (referring to the future).” This begs the 
question: Which one is it? Have we received the inheritance in the past when 
we were justified, or will we receive it in the future when we are glorified? 
Pastor Tim offered an insightful quote from John MacArthur about this apparent 
contradiction: When something in the future was so certain that it could not 
possibly fail to happen, the Greeks would often speak of it as if it had already 
occurred. Paul does the same thing in 2:6 when he says that we have been 
seated with Christ in the heavenlies. But there’s another explanation for these 
seemingly contradictory statements, and it involves what Pastor Marrero talked 
about last week – the already and not yet. How does this concept help explain 
these statements as well? 

CONSULTATIONCONSULTATION

Insights for Interpretation 

When Paul speaks of the “we” in 1:11 and the “you” in 1:14, he’s speaking about the 
Jews and Gentiles. Paul is saying, “We Jews have obtained an inheritance” and 
“you, Gentiles, also have obtained it.” There are two verses in Ephesians which help 
us to see this: 

The first is 1:12: “…so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to 
the praise of his glory.” Here, Paul is referencing a concept taught throughout 
Scripture: the sequence of salvation. That is, that, salvation is given to the Jews 
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first, then to the Gentiles (see Romans 1:16; 2:9, Acts 3:26; Matt. 10:5-6; 15:24). So, 
whenever Paul says things like “we who were the first,” he’s talking about the Jews, 
and distinguishing them from the Gentiles.  

The second is 2:22: “In him, you also are being built together into a dwelling place 
for God by the Spirit.” In context, Paul is speaking specifically to Gentile believers 
(2:11). And he’s telling them that the same blessings which were first given to the 
Jews were now being given to them. God first indwelt the Jews, and now he is 
indwelling the Gentiles. (Notice the use of “you also,” in 2:22, just like he uses it in 
1:14)

This should help shed insight into Paul’s primary aim in writing Ephesians. He isn’t 
just writing the letter to remind us we’ve been reconciled to God. He’s writing to 
remind us that God reconciled us to himself so that we could be reconciled to one 
another and become “fellow heirs” (3:6) so God’s wisdom can be put on display to 
the unseen realm (3:10) because nothing demonstrates wisdom and power like the 
ability to reconcile two parties who formerly hated one another. When the church 
lives in unity and love, we display the wisdom and power of God to the unseen 
realm.  

Resources for Reading

Irresistible Grace https://www.gotquestions.org/irresistible-grace.html

Effectual Calling https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/effectual-calling/

Effectual Calling https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/effectual-calling/

APPLICATIONAPPLICATION

Question 3: In the second half of the sermon, Pastor Tim talked about the 
calling and sealing ministries of the Holy Spirit. Both are ministries of security 
and assurance. The effectual call of the Holy Spirit will result in the individual 
responding in faith and repentance. We can be assured of that. The sealing of 
the Holy Spirit is God’s official mark on us that we are His children. Nothing can 
remove that. We can be assured of that. These are sure things. Some Christians 
however believe you can lose your salvation. How would you respond to a fellow 
believer who believes this?

https://www.gotquestions.org/irresistible-grace.html
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/effectual-calling/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/effectual-calling/


EPHESIANS
fromDEATH toLIFE

Question 4: Yes, we have assurance of salvation. We have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the proof that we’ve been saved forever, never to 
lose our salvation. But what is the evidence that the Holy Spirit has indwelt and 
sealed us? Answer: We are reconciled to those whom we formerly hated. We 
love. We live in unity. Jew and Gentile together. We see this truth all over the 
New Testament. Take some time to discuss groups or types of people that are 
hard for you, personally, to love. Discuss: Is there still hostility in my heart toward 
people of a certain political persuasion or race or class or gender or toward a 
family member, a friend, parent or child? How can today’s message help heal our 
bitterness and partiality? 

ADORATIONADORATION

Question 5: Briefly share how the Word has caused awe and adoration toward 
God in you this morning. 


