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READING LESSON 4: WHAT TO READ 

Even though we acknowledged that it’s difficult to read regularly and meaningfully, there’s 
really good news on the flip side: humans love stories! Our interest in stories is why we go to 
movies or watch investigative journalism shows or TV series that follow the same characters 
through various stages of life.  
 
Before we can really benefit from books and stories in our walk with God, though, we need 
to be sure we have a biblical worldview. If we don’t recognize the Bible’s basic message—
that our deepest need is to be reconciled to God and that he made a way for this to be 
accomplished—we are going to be at odds with the Bible in our thinking. We will also be 
entirely unable to process other literature in a way that will really help us in our lives.  
 
If our worldview is accurate to reality, we will be more convinced of our faith and better able 
to effectively communicate it to others. If the information on which we base our worldview is 
false, it won’t hold up.  
 
For example, if your worldview includes the belief in a God who always wants happiness for 
you, then as soon as something devastating happens, you will either have to redefine what 
you believe God is like or else you’ll have to decide that he must not care about you, or 
maybe that he’s not real at all. If your worldview is based on a God who allows people to 
suffer to make them stronger, won’t collapse when something bad happens. You can use 
that ordeal to know God even better through it. The more closely your worldview aligns with 
the Bible, the sturdier it will be. The more effort you make to refine it, the more clearly you 
will interpret what is happening around you.  
 
So, everybody’s worldview is formed by collecting bits of information about what is 
happening around them, what they perceive to be reality, and what they learn from other 
people—either in books or from teachers or from personal relationships. Even non-Christians 
have some true elements in their worldviews, so there is often benefit from exploring their 
work. As you read either Christian or non-Christian works, you’re going to want to try to 
notice which worldview-shaping elements the author is incorporating into his/her thoughts—
either intentionally or not.  
 

 “A novel is never anything but a philosophy put into images.” Albert Camus 

 
We’re actually in the greatest danger of being deceived or led into wrong thinking when we 
think that the gap between our own worldview and the author’s is smallest. The more we 
have in common with an author, the more we need to turn up our discernment radar 
because otherwise we’re less likely to notice the differences.1 When we have a solid 
                                                             
1 Reinke, Tony. Lit! A Christian Guide to Reading Books. Crossway, Wheaton, IL, 2001, page 60. 
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worldview based on the Bible, we’re able to set the agenda as we read and not be led blindly 
into an author’s agenda.  
 
Here’s an example of why we would want to set an agenda. We know that the Bible contains 
all kinds of stories of horrible things: violence, illicit sexuality, dark witchcraft, etc. In what 
light are these things presented, though? In the Bible, God always takes care to make it clear 
that these things are in opposition to his good desires for his people and that by indulging in 
them, we cannot have a close relationship with a good and holy God. When we’re reading a 
book that contains these elements, are they presented as evil, or as a legitimate way to gain 
power? Does the book celebrate sin? Does it leave evil unresolved and inevitable? Our 
“agenda” in reading (if we choose to continue with this kind of book) should be to draw a 
contrast between God’s ways and the world’s ways. If reading books with an unbiblical 
worldview turns your thoughts in directions that are contrary to God’s ways, this would be an 
area of danger for you.  
 
There are some good reasons to read non-Christian authors, so I’m not trying to discourage 
you from that. God is the author of all truth, including that revealed in literature. With the 
Holy Spirit’s help, we can gain much from reading the thoughts of unbelievers. 
 

1. They can describe the world, how it functions, and how to subdue it. 
2. They highlight common human experiences. 
3. They can expose the human heart. They remind us of unbeliever’s despair and are 

often most honest about evil. 
4. They can teach wisdom and moral lessons. 
5. They can capture beauty. 
6. They ask questions that can only be resolved in Christ. 
7. They can echo spiritual truth and edify the soul.2  

So, should a person decide what is best for the limited time they have to devote to reading? 
If the Bible is good and Christian authors are sometimes good and non-Christian authors can 
also be good, how do we choose? 
 
If you read a whole book a week for 50 years, you will only be able to read about 2,000 books 
in your entire lifetime. The Library of Congress has over 39 million titles. That means you’ll 
only be able to read a half of a thousandth of one percent (.005) We have to be choosy!  We 
have some serious limitations, and avid readers are aware of this. 
 
Realize that just because some kinds of literature have an abundance when you go to a 
bookstore or library (like secular fiction or self-help), that doesn’t mean it’s the best kind of 
reading. Abundance shouldn’t determine what we read the most. 
 

                                                             
2 Ibid, page 67-75. 
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If reading the actual Bible isn’t something you already do, let’s start there! Because I 
personally enjoy reading and can easily get caught up in a novel, the way I started making 
Bible reading a habit in my life was to make sure I did that before I allowed myself to read 
the novel. Eventually I developed more of an appetite for it so that my other reading wasn’t 
getting in the way. This can be applied to whatever is naturally more attractive to you than 
reading your Bible (FB, YouTube, however you “chill.”) 
 
To help you narrow things down and learn to love reading so that it becomes something you 
actually want to do more than other options, here are some things to remember or try: 
 

• Read the best books available. Have a steady diet of great books on hand. 
• Mediocre books are an enemy to those who want to become better readers. 
• Re-read something great you’ve already read. You’re not trying to win any contests 

for the most different books read. The more you re-read a great book, the more you 
are honing your reading skills and developing an appetite for great literature. 

• “Readers who cherish wisdom will read a great book five or ten or even twenty 
times.”3  

• Figure out your reading priorities, staying aware of why you want to read THIS book. 
• When people tell me “this book changed my life,” I always add it to my Amazon wish 

list and I usually bump it way up in priority, especially if I want to be more like that 
person.  

• Get together with a group of friends over coffee and have everyone come prepared 
to share a book or two that has been especially meaningful to them. A fun way to do 
it is to have each person describe two books: “this is a book I’ll always value” and 
“this is what I’m reading now.” Keep a list of everyone’s valued list for you to read 
later. You’ll learn something new in the moment just from what they describe about 
whatever they’re reading now. 

• Read 3+ books at a time—different genres for different times of day: morning, 
waiting, lunch, time you’ve set aside for deeper reading, evening, brain fog, samples 
by bed or toilet, travel… Sometimes you just want something lighter to read! 

• Start with something you want to read… don’t always choose the “should.” 

It’s also okay to read only certain chapters of some books. You may discover that it’s not a 
priority to read the whole thing in detail, but that you’re drawn to a particular chapter or 
two.  
 
 
 
 

                                                             
3 Ibid, page 178. 
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C.S. Lewis famously suggested that people should read one old book for every three new 
books. His reasoning: 
 

• It’s the best way to understand people/debates from the past. 
• Old books are trusted books—they survived. 
• They freshen our minds from the stale air of contemporary literature. 

I’ve come to believe that everything I read makes either a major or a subtle shift in my 
thinking and in who I am. My worldview is a composite of so many people’s thoughts and 
ideas. I can’t reproduce that for you with a reading list! However, I did go through my shelves 
and divided up some of what I’ve got there into categories with descriptions. There are many 
wonderful books that I left off the list, but for one reason or another, these are ones that I’d 
recommend to you. Maybe you’d like to use this as a starting place.  
 
  



             Reading Lesson 4: What to Read 

 19 

4 

BRENDA’S RECOMMENDED READING 

There are many, many more good books to read. This list is mostly me going through my 
shelves and picking ones I think everyone would benefit from. It’s only a fraction of the books 
I’ve actually read that might be good choices for you! The reading levels vary, but if you 
generally choose something that interests you most, you’ll probably be okay. 
 
If you have taken Choose You This Day, your “Further Resource” pages at the end of each 
lesson include book titles that are specific to that topic. These are all really important for 
getting further into that material, but I haven’t included many of them here because they’re 
often more specific. In no particular order: 
 
 
Fiction 
 
Martel, Yan. The Life of Pi 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen (Jewish NYC culture) 
Peters, Elizabeth. The Crocodile on the Sandback (first of a series) 
Dumas, Alexander. The Count of Monte Cristo (It’s just my favorite classic!) 
 
 
Biblical Fiction 
 
Douglas, Lloyd C. The Robe 
Rivers, Francine. A Lineage of Grace (5 short novels about biblical women… then go on to her  

other books!) 
Thoene, Bodie. First Light (A.D. Chronicles series. I also love her WW2-era novels.) 
Afshar, Tessa. Any of her books!  
DaSilva, David. Day of Atonement (fictionalized account of the Intertestamental period,  

written by a PhD to educate people who don’t know the Apocrypha. 
 
 
Christian Fiction 
 
Alcorn, Randy.  

All of it’s good and all of it is intended to teach about eternity. I particularly like the  
Ollie Chandler series (Deadline, Deception…) 

 
Rosenberg, Joel.  

If you want something more modern, his books are more in the spy-thriller genre and  
often include some background to Islam. Just read in the order they were written,  
starting with The Last Jihad. 
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Biography/Autobiography 
 
Metaxis, Eric. Bonhoeffer 
 
Wurmbrand, Richard. Tortured for Christ 

You can get this free from Voice of the Martyrs. This book made a huge impact on me  
many years ago, convincing me that God will give me the strength to do anything he  
asks of me. 

 
Brother Yun. The Heavenly Man 
 
Qureshi, Nabeel. Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Bennett, Arthur. The Valley of Vision.  

This is a collection of Puritan prayers. If you’re having trouble knowing what to pray  
about or just want a guide for bringing things in your own life before God, these are  
pre-written prayers you can use.  

 
Boa, Kenneth. Face to Face 

Various scripture passages are reworded into first person (“me” toward God). Each  
day has several short passages divided into prayer categories, along with prompts to  
pray for yourself and the people/circumstances in your life. I keep this in my dresser  
drawer and ponder a verse or two each morning as I’m getting dressed. 

 
Sittser, Jerry. When God Doesn’t Answer Your Prayers 

Just what it sounds like—an honest look at what prayer really is and why you get  
disappointed. 

 
 
Apologetics (defense of the Christian faith) 
 
Strobel, Lee. The Case for Faith; The Case for Christ 

Both of these take you on a skeptical reporter’s journey to finding out whether the  
claims of Christianity could possibly be true.  

 
Komoszewski, Sawyer, Wallace. Reinventing Jesus 

If you want to read something about textual criticism (the reliability of the  
manuscripts that are used for Bible translation), this is a good one!  

 
Keller, Tim. The Reason for God 
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Worldview 
 
Bailey, Kenneth E. Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes 

This is a major resource I’ve used to write the stories I’m reading to you. Mr. Bailey  
walks the reader through many events in the life of Jesus or parables he told and adds  
insight he has gleaned from living in the Middle East for many years, as well as a  
lifetime of studying scripture.  

 
Richards, E. Randolph and O’Brien, Brandon. Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes 

Excellent insight into how we think very differently than people from the cultures in  
which the Bible was written (and even other parts of the world). Lots of personal  
stories and examples. 

 
Tverberg, Lois. Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus: How the Jewish Words of Jesus Can 
Change Your Life 

This book and the next are both easy-to-read resources to give you cultural  
background information to the New Testament! 

 
Gallaty, Robby. The Forgotten Jesus: How Western Christians Should Follow an Eastern Rabbi 
 
Heiser, Michael S. The Unseen Realm 

This is the primary source I’ve used to learn (and teach) an understanding of what  
God is doing behind the scenes through his heavenly family (“sons of God”). The  
divine council concept is traced through the entire Bible. An easier version of the  
book is available (called Supernatural). I’d love for you to learn to read books with  
footnotes like Unseen Realm, but Supernatural may be a more reasonable starting  
place for you or for the family members you want to include in the conversation. 

 
Schaeffer, Francis. The God Who is There 

This could go under “Apologetics.” It’s a classic look at the types of worldviews that  
people have and why the Biblical one is the only one that stands up to reality. 

 
 
Secular Non-Fiction 
 
Wyner, Gabriel. Fluent Forever 

If you want to learn another language, this is a really helpful book to help you  
understand which strategies make it easier for your brain to remember new facts. 

 
Rubin, Jordan. The Maker’s Diet 

I have a lot of health/nutrition books on my shelf. There have been many written  
more recently, but I still find this to be one of the most basic, readable, and doable  
explanations of what humans should eat. The six-week plan at the end allows you to  
try it for a limited time, which I think is always the best way to get started. 
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Weaver, Rachel. Be Your Own Doctor 

Written by a Mennonite woman whose friends begged her to write down all her  
healing advice using herbs and natural ingredients, this is a treasure-trove of  
suggestions and stories. It’s my go-to when something new arises. If you know  
nothing about natural remedies, most of it will probably seem odd to you. But even if  
you just go for the gems, you’re likely to save yourself an ER visit (did you know that  
cayenne pepper stops bleeding?) or reduce the duration of a sickness (ginger bath!). 

 
Adler, Mortimer. How to Read a Book 

There are more modern books about reading books, but this is the classic and I’ve  
used it heavily to help teach reading comprehension. It’s interesting to read about  
reading and notice what you’re doing (or not). 

 
 
Prophecy 
 
Sandy, D. Brent. Plowshares to Pruning Hooks 

Very important perspective on the importance of allowing prophecy to be figurative  
and not always literal.  

 
Goodgame, Peter. Red Moon Rising 

Synthesizes the pre-trib and pre-wrath Rapture views and just raises some interesting  
things to think about. 

 
 
Bible Study and Devotional 
 
Hendricks, Howard. Living by the Book 

A step-by-step guide to going beyond reading to actual Bible study. Dr. Hendricks is  
funny and engaging, and this is a fabulous resource. 

 
Fee, Gordon and Stuart, Douglas. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth 

This is my primary resource for our Literature lessons about Bible genres. It’s an  
updated classic, expanding on topics I only have time to touch on briefly. 

 
Mason, Mike. The Gospel According to Job 

Excellent devotional about Job, giving many insights I’d never thought of before. 
 
Akempis, Thomas. The Imitation of Christ 

Translated into English in 1530. If you want to read an old book that still has much to  
offer us today, look no further! It’s arranged in short, but deep devotional-length  
segments. 
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Enns, Peter. Inspiration and Incarnation 
Important thoughts about how to understand the Bible as both human and divine.  
Some of it may be disturbing, and I don’t agree with some of the places the author is  
taking these ideas since the book was published (relating to whether historical events  
in the OT actually happened, etc.). But every serious Bible student must eventually  
define what they believe about inspiration and I think there are things here to  
consider. 

 
Heiser, Michael S. The Bible Unfiltered 

Dr. Heiser helps you understand some of the most unusual passages in the Bible (the  
ones you used to just skip over). 

 
 
God and Christianity 
 
Fromke, Devern. Ultimate Intention 

The chapters are short, but deep, taking you into the whole idea that the Church is  
the thing that God had in mind to create since before eternity, and how the cross was  
the way to accomplish it. 

 
Sparks, T. Austin. The Stewardship of the Mystery, Volume II 

This is Sparks’ most thorough treatment of the Church as God’s ultimate goal. It  
formed my heart for the Church. You can find it online free. 

 
Tozer, A.W. The Knowledge of the Holy  

Excellent treatment of the attributes of God. I hope this will be a gateway into  
reading more of Tozer’s work. 

 
Murray, Andrew. The True Vine 

Insightful thoughts on John 15. 
 
Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity 

Time to read this classic if you haven’t already! 
 
Packer, J.I. Knowing God 

Another classic that holds up over time. 
 

Chesterton, G.K. Orthodoxy  
This book gets quoted so much that I finally decided I had to read it. You could  
underline the whole thing. 

 
Wright, N.T. The Day the Revolution Began 

Honestly, if you’re not familiar with N.T. Wright, you should watch a little bit of his  
teaching on YouTube because he’s got a great British accent and a gentle spirit, not to  
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mention incredibly insightful work. This is a good one for getting you into the first  
century context. A whole lot more of his work is on my “to read before I die” list. 

 
Eareckson-Tada, Joni. Heaven, Your Real Home 

This was the first book that opened my eyes to the reality that heaven will be a new  
earth and won’t be boring. I think everyone should listen to someone who’s been in a  
wheelchair for decades talking about this topic. It looks like there’s an updated  
version. 

 
Alcorn, Randy. Heaven 

Read the Joni one first because it’s easier, but this is a much more detailed treatment  
of the biblical passages about what is in store for us in eternity. If you struggle  
through the beginning, skip to the Q&A part further back and then go back and read  
the beginning later. 
 

Ripken, Nick. The Insanity of God 
 Gives you a glimpse of God’s heart for the Church around the world. I have no words  

for the impact of this book. The first half is tough with its raw descriptions of Somalia,  
but the second half makes it profoundly worth it. 

 
Yungen, Ray. A Time of Departing 

A look at how New Age and occult ideas/practices have infiltrated our modern  
Christian culture. It will help you be alert to the people and phrases to watch for. 

 
 
Christian Living 
 
DeMoss, Nancy Leigh. Lies Women Believe 

I think every woman needs to read this book to identify lies they have assimilated into  
their own thinking. Nancy counters each one directly with the truth of God’s Word. 

 
Yerkovich, Milan and Kay. How We Love 

This is a very practical Christian book using many first-hand clinical examples that may  
help explain why the people in your life (including yourself) behave the way they do,  
based on their own backgrounds and propensities towards one of five basic patterns  
of relationship.  

 
Sittser, Jerry. A Grace Disguised 

Excellent, excellent book about dealing with grief. I waited too long to read it after  
someone recommended it to me. 

 
Whitmer, Michael. Becoming Worldly Saints 

Dr. Whitmer deals with the idea that regular people doing regular human things can  
be very pleasing to God. We shouldn’t be aiming to be Christian superheroes or  
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concluding that the ordinary, mundane things of life are all just wasted moments.  
Love it. 

 
Colson, Charles. How Now Shall We Live? and The Body 

I had to read these at Moody and it’s been awhile, but both were very impactful for  
how to think about the culture and the Church.  

 
Vernick, Lesie. The Emotionally Destructive Relationship 

Great insight into how to deal with the difficult people in your life that may be trying 
to use you or manipulate you. 

 
Tripp, Tedd. Shepherding a Child’s Heart 
 
Dobson, James. Bringing Up Boys 
 
Thomas, Gary. Sacred Marriage 
 

It’s been awhile since I read these last three, but they’re still on my shelf because  
they were extremely impactful and helpful. I think I’ll read them again. 

 
 
 
Links to Other Book Lists 
 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/blogs/stephen-altrogge/40-books-every-christian-should-
read.html  
 
https://redeeminggod.com/best-christian-books/  
 
https://www.challies.com/vlog/10-books-every-christian-should-read/  
 
If you want recommendations for more peer-reviewed works that really get into the ancient 
contexts of the Bible, go to http://nakedbiblepodcast.com/episodes/  
Listen to episodes 18-21 (“Taking the Bible’s Own Contexts Seriously”), or better yet, click on 
the transcript for each episode and use the links within it to direct you to these volumes. I’m 
slowly working my way through some of these, especially the ones Dr. Heiser has mentioned 
many times on the podcast. 
 
You can search for many more lists! Try refining your search by classics, books for women, 
contemporary books, books by scholars, etc. 
 
I know we’re talking about reading and I’m trying to get you to read great books. But I have 
to mention a video series that I think you should start watching if you haven’t seen it. The 
Bible Project has a series called “How to Read the Bible” that packs a whole lot of simple 
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teaching into one drawing to summarize each book. I wish I had known about it before I ever 
tried to read through a book of the Bible on my own. Seriously, watch the video for that book 
before you start reading a book of the Bible. I mean it. And when you finish watching these, 
go on to their other amazing content! Reading isn’t the only way to gain understanding if you 
want to be a learner.    Their podcast is also brilliant at making difficult concepts from the 
Bible more understandable and increasing your faith in its trustworthiness.  
https://thebibleproject.com/explore/  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



      Reading Lesson 5: Stages of Readers 

 27 

5 

READING LESSON 5: STAGES OF READERS  

No matter what your reading level is, I hope this class will help take you up a level or two and 
find a lot of meaning and enjoyment from reading things you didn’t used to attempt. 
 
When it comes to the stages of reading, How to Read a Book categorizes them this way: 
 

1. Elementary 
2. Intermediate 
3. Advanced 
4. Syntopical 

 
It’s not very helpful. I’ll add some categories and make a list that is a little more illustrative. 
Think in terms of the reading you do that has to do with spiritual or biblical subjects. 
 

• Kindergarten:  Not a reader… learns from listening to teaching or preaching 
 

• Elementary: Reads small amounts at a time. Elementary books don’t have very many 
words on a page, and they have simple sentence structures, short chapters, and a 
broad target audience. Examples: Max Lucado, Beth Moore, the famous “cool” 
pastors, Our Daily Bread 

 
• Middle School: Books in this category may still have shorter chapters and simple 

sentence structures, but the content requires a bit more thought. Examples: some 
devotional books, teacher/preachers like Swindoll, some biographies, some fiction. 
(This is the hardest category to define, but there needs to be something in between 
Elementary and High School because there’s too big a difference between Max 
Lucado and C.S. Lewis.) 

 
• High School: These books usually have an introduction, a more structured table of 

contents, and end notes. These elements show you that the author cares about 
organization and research, which puts the book on a different level. Examples: 
authors like Colson, Keller, Packer, Piper. I would also put deep thinkers like C.S. 
Lewis, A.W. Tozer, T. Austin Sparks, and Andrew Murray here, even though they don’t 
usually have end notes. Single-volume Bible commentaries or Bible Handbooks would 
probably also fit in at the high school level, as well as complex fiction. 

 
• College: These books usually have footnotes on the bottom of the page where the 

citation occurs, because the reader is generally going to be the type that wonders 
where the author got that information. This level would be made up largely of work 
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by academic scholars who have an interest in writing for the layperson, like Michael 
Heiser, Craig Keener, N.T. Wright, and many others. They usually have PhD’s in a 
specialized area of religious study, like Semitic languages or New Testament. They 
provide a bridge over the river between academia and the people in the pews—they 
bring knowledge to the middle for people who will study them to bring it back and 
explain it to those who don’t. 

 
• Masters: Books here will have footnotes, lots of Hebrew/Greek references, and a 

tendency to get into the grammar. This would include books that academics write for 
each other and for teachers, multi-volume commentary series that really get into the 
weeds, reference works that you wouldn’t really read straight through, and older 
translations with really long sentences and complex thoughts, like the Church Fathers 
or translated ancient material. 

 
• PhD: Scholarly papers that they present at conferences, articles from technical 

journals, ancient material in its original languages, lots of Hebrew/Greek and maybe 
even other languages (with a particular love for throwing in long German words). 

 
Some very great books are elementary level reading, so I’m not trying to tell you that you 
should not be reading at that level anymore! I just want to help you break out of there and 
experience the richness that comes from the higher levels. Books become classics for a 
reason—because they’re helpful to so many people. And books by academic scholars have 
gone through a much more rigorous process of peer-review to ensure the quality of the 
thinking than the work of a pastor who happens to be famous so the publisher wants to sell 
his thoughts. A lot of the confusion over different doctrines and practices happens because 
popular writers get whatever they want printed. When you get to the college level of 
reading, those guys are friends with each other even if they have different views. They know 
that the Bible stands up to really intense scrutiny, and they see the differences of opinion as 
strengths and curiosities, rather than threats. It’s as if they’re living at a deeper level of the 
ocean where the winds and currents don’t disturb the water. If you only read the top surface 
level, you get bounced around a lot by the waves. It’s good to put anchors down now and 
then. 
 
So, I think it’s helpful to view the stages of reading as levels you achieve in school, but it has a 
big downside: it has the possibility that it makes you feel stupid if you know yourself to be an 
elementary or middle school reader. Unlike school, in which everyone will advance at least to 
high school and most will go to college, people don’t necessarily advance through these 
stages of reading. Once you get out of school, you’d have to have a reason to want to do the 
work of reading harder things. If you don’t have that reason, you naturally don’t progress 
further.  
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Everyone has areas of life like this. Whatever you do (cooking, cleaning, learning a language, 
art…), you either keep actively growing your skills and learning from teachers who are further 
along than you are, or you decide to make do with where you are.  
 
You can use these descriptions instead if the ones above seem to be demeaning: 
 

• Listener 
• Dabbler (doesn’t really finish books) 
• Beginner (finishes, but mostly fiction/popular books) 
• Intermediate 
• Proficient 
• Advanced 
• Professional 
• Expert 

 
Hopefully you can see that by honing your reading abilities, there are whole worlds of 
thought that you can access that actually influence very foundational concepts that 
strengthen faith. 
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2 LITERATURE LESSON 2: BIBLE TRANSLATIONS 

The Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek, with two parts of the Old Testament that were 
in Aramaic. This means that your basic tool for study is an English translation—preferably 
several of them! 
 
Whichever translation you use, this is your beginning point for your own study. It is the end 
result of MUCH scholarly work to get it to the point where we can use it. It has already 
undergone a good deal of interpretive work. If you only use one translation, you are 
committed to the interpretive choices that those translators made.  
 
It’s a good practice to use one main, really good translation so that you can memorize and 
maintain consistency (even learning where things are on the page). Good translations have 
notes that show where there are manuscript discrepancies. When you want to study the 
Bible and not just read it, your second tool is a collection of several good translations—ones 
that you know will tend to differ. This will show where most of the difficult exegetical 
problems really are. 
 
Manuscript Discrepancies 
 
We do not have the original manuscripts of the Bible, but over time as more manuscript 
copies have been discovered, we’ve gotten closer and closer to the original text. This is a 
whole science done by textual-critical heroes.  
 
Here’s an example of how they figure things out. This is 1 Samuel 8:16. 
 

16 And he will take your menservants, and your maidservants, and your goodliest 
young men, and your asses, and put them to his work. (KJV) 
 
16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of your young 
men1 and your donkeys, and put them to his work. (ESV) 
 

1Septuagint ‘cattle.’ 
 
16 Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will 
take for his own use. (NIV) 

 
This discrepancy clearly resulted from a miscopy of a single letter, and it’s easy to understand 
how it happened. The word for “your young men” is bahurkhem ( םכרוחב ) and the word for 
“your cattle” is bakurkhem ( םכרוקב ). It could not have been a mistake made by listening orally 
because they’re pronounced differently, but that second letter (from the right) was copied 
wrong in a manuscript. The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the OT done a couple 



Let’s Learn!                                                                                                                                                                    

 6 

centuries before Christ) is an older source than the manuscripts used for some other 
translations, and those translators saw bakurkhem and translated it “your cattle.” The copy 
error must have happened later, affecting medieval Hebrew manuscripts. When making the 
newer NIV, the translators consulted many manuscripts plus the Septuagint and decided to 
go with “cattle” because it seemed older. The ESV may have decided on “young men” 
because they generally tried to stay with one manuscript family unless it was obvious that 
they should use a different one. In this case, there is a footnote in the verse that says 
“Septuagint ‘cattle.’”  When you look at all the different translations of this verse, you’ll see 
that they’re divided—some say cattle and some say young men. It’s obviously not crucial to 
the meaning of the verse; the king is going to take both people and animals either way. But 
this shows you three different approaches. The KJV just used the manuscript available and 
called it “young men.” The NIV used the older Septuagint source and called it “cattle.” The 
ESV followed their stated translation strategy and used “young men” from their primary 
manuscript family, but they gave you a clear footnote to show that a very old source says 
“cattle” and thus alert you to the fact that you might want to investigate further. 
 
Sometimes the differences in manuscripts don’t come from accidental copy errors. 
Sometimes the copyist made an intentional theological decision to change something or they 
added a point of clarification. Again, translators nowadays have access to textual information 
that sorts most of these things out—textual information that was not available in the past. 
There are really only about 50 places left in the whole Bible where it’s hard to tell what the 
original text looked like and that lead to a significant difference in interpretation, and none of 
these have to do with core tenets of the faith. Good commentaries dig into the minutia and 
can help you make up your mind if any of these trouble you, but almost always, the overall 
point that is being made by an author is not affected by these discrepancies. 
 
Translation Philosophies 
 
Let’s turn our attention away from the places where the manuscripts differ and talk about 
the different philosophies of translation that lie behind our English Bibles. In other words, 
given the same manuscript, translations still use different words and word order to 
communicate what was there in the Greek or Hebrew. Here is why that happens. Let’s look 
at Romans 3:25, which was originally written in Greek. If you take every word in Greek and 
simply choose an equivalent English word, this is the way the verse would read: 
 

…whom set forth as God a propitiation through faith in His blood for a showing 
forth of the righteousness of Him because of the forbearance of the having taken 
place beforehand sins in the forbearance of God… 

 
That doesn’t make any sense to us! It’s because languages structure sentences differently. If 
you’ve ever studied another language at all, this is an important point to understand fairly 
soon in the process. So, when a translator comes up against this, they have to decide what is 
most important to them: preserving the original as closely as possible or making it more 
understandable to the English reader. This is called “translation philosophy.” The pages at 
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the front of your Bible will tell you what the translation philosophy was for that particular 
person or committee. Let’s look at the three major categories of translation philosophy to 
help you decide which translations you might want to consult as you do your own study. 
 

1. Formal Equivalence: trying to stay as close as possible to the form used in Hebrew 
and Greek, not bothering to catch the meaning of idioms, etc. The main strength is 
that it’s closest to the original. However, this type of translation keeps a large 
historical distance (not giving insight into matters of culture and history). It might say 
“house white” when we would say “White House” (not only awkward word order, but 
we also know that this is a particular place with political significance). You lose 
something, but the thing you lose can be regained through study.  Here’s our Romans 
3:25 example from the NASB (add each example on screen to previous ones): 
 

Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. 
This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of 
God He passed over the sins previously committed; (NASB) 

 
2. Functional Equivalence or Dynamic Equivalence: attempting to keep the meaning of 

the Hebrew and Greek, but saying things closer to the normal way it would be said in 
English. The further you go from formal equivalence toward dynamic equivalence, the 
more you have updated language, grammar, and style. They still maintain historical 
distance, though. Examples: 

 
…whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. (ESV) 

 
God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. 
He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had 
left the sins committed beforehand unpunished… (NIV) 

 
3. Free Translation or Paraphrase: attempting to translate the ideas from one language 

to another, with less concern about using exact words. It tries to eliminate historical 
distance, while usually still attempting to be faithful to the original text. It should be 
treated more as a commentary, although with the recognition that we’re not being 
offered any other choices (which commentaries usually do). You must check it against 
a true translation to see if it’s faithful to the meaning. Examples: 

 
For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made right with 
God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood. This 
sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and did not 
punish those who sinned in times past, (NLT) 
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God sacrificed Jesus on the altar of the world to clear that world of sin. 
Having faith in him sets us in the clear. God decided on this course of action 
in full view of the public--to set the world in the clear with himself through 
the sacrifice of Jesus, finally taking care of the sins he had so patiently 
endured. (Message)   
 

Notice that The Message ignores any mention of the blood and of God’s self-justification. 
That would be disturbing if it were the only version of the Bible you were reading because 
you’d miss a couple of very important concepts. But in conjunction with a formal or 
functional equivalent (better yet, one of each), you might really be helped by the updated 
wording of The Message that feels more like how regular people talk. 
 
You can see that there are obviously different theories of translation with different things 
being emphasized! A translator or translation committee must decide how far they’re willing 
to go to bridge the gap between two languages. For example,  
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105 
 
In modern times we don’t carry a lamp around when we’re walking in the woods. Should we 
use “flashlight,” instead to get the point? Or in England they say “torch” instead of flashlight. 
Should they have their own colloquial translation? Or should readers just bridge the gap for 
themselves and figure out what “lamp” meant to the original hearers? We are so blessed to 
be able to compare ALL of those options! Something about the word “flashlight” might make 
it come alive for you to understand what God’s word does for us, because suddenly you have 
personal experience—you remember a time you were walking alone in the dark on a bumpy 
path and you weren’t sure which way to go, and you were so glad you had that flashlight. In 
this case, knowing that ancient readers would have an oil-filled vessel whose wick needed to 
be trimmed and regularly needed to be refilled may not matter a whole lot… or does it? 
Maybe the refilling of oil is a better analogy than the changing of batteries when it comes to 
realizing that we need regular input of God’s word to keep our path lit up. Why not expose 
yourself to both so you get both the accurate historical context and yet maximize the 
sparking of thoughts and ideas that might make it personally meaningful or challenging to 
you? 
 
Fee and Stuart give this advice when it comes to choosing a translation: 
 

Our view is that the best theory of translation is the one that remains as faithful as 
possible to both the original and receptor languages, but that when something has to 
‘give,’ it should be in favor of the receptor language—without losing the meaning of 
the original language, of course—since the very reason for translation is to make 
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these ancient texts accessible to the English-speaking person who does not know the 
original languages.1 

 
So, we’d usually go with functional equivalents (that middle-of-the-road way), but the next 
translation you consult should be a formal equivalent so you can be confident about what the 
Hebrew or Greek actually looked like. Here’s a scale that shows you where different 
translations lie. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some particular areas in which translators have to make decisions about how much historical 
distance to maintain are in passages related to weights, measures and money. Do you use the 
ancient words, which are meaningless to English readers, or make conversions, or try to be 
more general?  
 
Euphemisms are difficult, too. Do you bewilder the reader by being hyper-literal so they don’t 
know what is meant (Gen 31:35  “the way of women is upon me”), or do you startle them 
with the functional equivalent (“I’m having my period”), or do you try to find a euphemism in 
English that means the same thing (“It’s that time of the month”)?  
 

 
1 Fee and Stuart, page 42. 
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Vocabulary itself is a huge challenge in translation. Words in different languages are often 
loaded with meanings that the original didn’t have, so translators can’t always be literal or 
they risk the modern reader adding meaning that shouldn’t be there. You can’t usually 
translate it exactly when there’s a play on words or a rhyme or alliteration. This means that 
we miss much of the beauty of the poetry sections of the Bible unless we take the time to 
find out from commentaries where those literary techniques were used.  
 
Fee and Stuart get quite specific about which translations they prefer. They say you should 
not use the KJV as your main Bible because of the inferiority of the manuscripts used in the 
translation. They also do not care for the Amplified Bible, which gives choices for various 
words. 
 

… whom God displayed publicly [before the eyes of the world] as a [life-giving] 
sacrifice of atonement and reconciliation (propitiation) by His blood [to be 
received] through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness [which 
demands punishment for sin], because in His forbearance [His deliberate restraint] 
He passed over the sins previously committed [before Jesus’ crucifixion].  Romans 
3:25 

 
It’s much better to use several translations and notice where they differ than it is to give the 
impression that you can just choose whichever word you like best out of those offered. They 
say the TNIV is as good a translation as you can get. They also like the Good News Bible as an 
example of a dynamic equivalent with helpful insight. The ESV was not yet widely in use when 
their book was published, but it has since become the preferred translation of many scholars 
who are trying to communicate with lay people, which means they must think it’s the most 
faithful to the original meaning most of the time. 
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STORY TIME: PLAGUES AND POLEMICS1 

Everybody has ideas about the way they think the world ought to work. Most people prefer it 
when life is somewhat predictable, with an order to events that lets you know what you can 
expect next. We make a big deal out of it when we get unusual weather, like a warm day in 
January or when it just won’t seem to stop raining for days on end in the spring. Every big 
winter storm causes a bit of a frenzy in the news cycle! 
 
The ancient Egyptians had a well-developed theology about this whole concept of everything 
being kept in order and going according to plan. They called it Ma’at. It has to do with 
everything moving along the way the gods intended it, whether that related to the heavenly 
bodies or things on earth, or even the social order. Ma’at is the opposite of chaos. Chaos was 
viewed as a menacing force that threatened the very existence of the world. People believed 
that humans had a responsibility to participate in the struggle to maintain Ma’at so that 
cosmic balance could be preserved.  
 
There was one guy in Egyptian religion whose primary job it was to maintain Ma’at:  Pharaoh. 
He was considered to be the personification of universal order. Among other duties, he had 
an obligation as Horus, the incarnate Son of Re, to make sure the Nile functioned as it should 
and that the land remained fertile. He presided over several annual festivals and other rituals 
to help maintain the bonds between the people and the gods. If he failed, the land would be 
in a state of chaos.  
 
If you try to put yourself in a certain famous Pharaoh’s position just for a moment, you can 
probably imagine why you might feel you had a responsibility to curb the population of 
Jacob’s descendants within your land. They were growing beyond your ability to control 
them, and Ma’at would be upset if they became even stronger. By tossing their baby boys 
into the river, perhaps you could accomplish two things at once: pleasing the gods with your 
offering and limiting the Israelites’ population growth.  
 
It’s ironic that this same river—the Mighty Nile—became the place of protection for one 
particular baby boy. And it’s ironic that several decades later, it became the location for a 
showdown between a descendant of that other Pharaoh and the now grown-up Moses. 
Yahweh, the God of Israel, had decreed that it was time for his people to go back to the land 
he had given to their ancestor, Abraham. Of course, Pharaoh would have none of it. Why 
should he bother with some puny unknown god that his slaves worshiped? The labor the 
Israelites provided was crucial to maintaining Ma’at, after all, so that Egypt’s growth and 

                                                             
1 Primary source for background information on this story: Dr. Michael S. Heiser. The Naked Bible 
Podcast. Episodes 268-270. 
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prosperity could continue.  Here’s the story of that first confrontation, as recorded in Exodus 
7: 
 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh's heart is hardened; he refuses to let the 
people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on 
the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that turned into 
a serpent.16 And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to 
you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But so far, 
you have not obeyed. 17 Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am 
the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the 
Nile, and it shall turn into blood. 18 The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, 
and the Egyptians will grow weary of drinking water from the Nile.”’” 19 And 
the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over 
the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools 
of water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’” 

 
As we know, this is exactly what happened. We can see at the outset that this would be a 
problem for Pharaoh, since the Nile turning to blood and everything in it dying would 
certainly qualify as upsetting Ma’at! But the first plague is even more significant when you 
realize that the annual inundation of the Nile was personified as the Egyptian god Hapi. This 
was an androgynous god or goddess (both male and female) that reflected concepts of 
fertility. Suddenly, Hapi is revealed to be either asleep on the job or too weak to overcome 
the assault on the Nile. If you had spent your life relying on the gods and doing what you 
could to appease them and influence them, this would be extremely frightening. A couple of 
guys representing a God you do not know have just contaminated the mighty Nile. Sure, 
Pharaoh’s henchmen were able to mimic the turning of water to blood, but in a way, this 
made things even worse for Pharaoh. HE was supposed to be the one to reverse the plague 
and restore Ma’at, but he couldn’t do anything himself! At best, he relied on his magicians to 
simulate the effects of the plague, but they couldn’t undo it.  
 
There’s another theme running through this account of the plagues that is a bit more subtle, 
but no less fascinating. Parts of the Exodus story seem to have deliberate references to 
Genesis. The book opens with a statement that the sons of Israel had increased greatly and 
multiplied, using the same wording as Genesis 1:8, where God told humans to be fruitful and 
multiply. Baby Moses undergoes a water ordeal. The same Hebrew word is used of his basket 
that is used for Noah’s ark, so Moses’ mother made a little “ark” for him to keep him safe. 
Noah’s flood is often considered to be an act of re-creation. The wilderness that the Israelites 
traveled through is described with the same Hebrew words for “formless and void” in Genesis 
1. Scholars look at these parallels (and many others) and notice how the ten plagues 
essentially take the land apart. They’re reversing the order of creation or “un-creating.” I 
don’t suppose the Egyptians (or even the Israelites) would have drawn this connection at the 
time, but these intentional connections by the author provide yet another example of the 
Bible’s literary brilliance. 
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But let’s go back to exploring the Egyptians’ experience as the ten plagues came upon their 
land. We saw how the first one would have caused a religious crisis related to their views of 
Hapi and Pharaoh. It’s only going to get worse from there.  
 
The second plague was the one with the frogs. Have you ever really stopped to think about 
what it would be like to have frogs crawling over your whole world? Have you ever stepped 
on even ONE frog? Listen to how the text puts it in Exodus 8 and try to visualize what this 
would be like in your house and yard and workplace. 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, 
“Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I 
will plague all your country with frogs. 3 The Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall 
come up into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed and into the houses 
of your servants and your people, and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4 The 
frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your servants.”’” 

 
You can’t say Pharaoh wasn’t warned! All that specificity about beds and ovens and kneading 
bowls is over the top! Obviously, this would be a serious, disgusting problem. And whose fault 
is it? Well, the Egyptians believed that the God Khnum created human life on a potter’s 
wheel. His wife, Hekhet, stood by and breathed new life into the humans as they were 
finished on the wheel. Hekhet also had the responsibility of controlling the multiplication of 
frogs by protecting the all-important frog-eating crocodiles. Do you suppose it’s a coincidence 
that Hekhet herself was pictured as a human body with a frog’s head? She’s the first one that 
any Egyptian would have thought of as the frogs poured in through their windows and 
jumped into their stew pots. Hekhet was clearly not in control here! Yahweh is being 
deliberately portrayed as superior to Hekhet because he is able to dominate her realm. 
 
The third and fourth plagues both involved flying insects—usually translated gnats and flies. 
The word for “gnats” could refer to vermin, lice, or maggots, while “flies” is often thought to 
be a stinging fly or mosquito. As before, Pharaoh was warned of the invading swarms before 
they came. He refused to let the people go, so in came the lice and mosquitos. Perhaps 
Khepre, the Egyptian god symbolized by the flying beetle, was being put in his place here.  
 
However, another important religious implication needs to be considered. The ancient 
historian Herodotus described how Egyptian priests used to shave their entire bodies every 
other day so that no lice or other foul thing had a place to cling to them. The particular 
reason given is because this would make them unclean in their service to their gods. So now 
we know that as soon as these gnats (or lice) and flies (or mosquitos) came upon the priests, 
they were no longer able to perform their religious rituals in the temples. They would have 
defiled sacred space to take all these bugs in there—or even one bug. This would completely 
shut down temple operations and cause the gods to be neglected. If these gods had actually 
been powerful, you would think they would have put a swift end to the problem so they 
could receive their offerings again! If the priests and Pharaoh really had the ability to 
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maintain Ma’at, they would have been able to get rid of this interference. But they couldn’t. 
They were beaten. Yahweh was superior once again. A thinking Egyptian person would be 
pondering all of these things as they happened. 
 
The fifth plague wiped out the domesticated livestock. A closer look reveals a whole 
assortment of Egyptian deities that were diminished and belittled by Yahweh. Isis was the 
queen of livestock animals and was sometimes depicted with cow horns on her head. Hathor 
was a cow-headed goddess who was supposed to protect kings. Other gods and goddesses 
who supposedly participated in the production of food, milk, clothing, and transportation 
were shown to be inferior when this plague destroyed the livestock. The Apis bull was the 
most important of Egypt’s sacred bulls and had a prominent place in the many bull cults that 
thrived there. Bulls were supposed to have vitality, fertility, and potency, and they were seen 
as the embodiments of Ptah and Re.  
 
As you make your way through the remaining plagues, you find similar polemics against other 
Egyptian deities. The plague of boils was likely directed against Sekhmet, a goddess who 
ironically was supposed to be able to heal those who were affected by pestilence. Priests of 
Sekhmet were the doctors and veterinarians—supposedly divine healers. Yet here we have 
another plague whose effects incapacitated the religious leaders and made them unclean to 
enter sacred space. 
 
A variety of heavenly deities were brought down with the plague of hail, including Nut (the 
sky goddess), Shu (who held up the sky), and Tefnut (who was responsible for moisture in the 
atmosphere). The plague of locusts showed Yahweh’s domination over more general gods 
who protected Egypt’s food supply from grasshoppers. It also hinted at what was to come, 
which was an attack on Re—the major sun god. The grasshoppers were so thick that they 
blocked the “eye of the whole land,”—the sun.  
 
If you were an Egyptian watching the progression of all these things, the only conclusion you 
could draw is that Yahweh was a superior God. Before the hail came, the text tells us that 
some Egyptians heard the warning and brought all their remaining cattle and their slaves 
inside. These people weren’t even trusting their own gods at this point, but instead took 
Moses’ and Aaron’s advice to prepare for what was coming. 
 
The plot line builds toward a climax with the ninth plague, when darkness covered the land 
completely. Amon-Re was considered to be the creator god. Each morning when the sun 
rose, it was seen to be his resurrection from the dead. The sun gives life to the land, so 
Amon-Re was a life-giver. When Yahweh caused darkness to take effect in the middle of the 
day, it was as if Amon-Re was unable to rise and stayed in his dead, underworld state. All of 
the other plagues would have ranged from inconvenient to disgusting and painful and 
frightening, but this would be unthinkable. “Has Yahweh just killed Re?” The cosmic balance 
has clearly been undone. The de-creation imagery is complete when the lights go out. At this 
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point, the Egyptians would be desperately hoping Pharaoh would let the Israelites go, and 
hoping that Ma’at would be restored when they left. They were ready to give up their most 
precious possessions just to keep their lives. 
 
Of course, we know there was one final plague that sealed the deal. Just so there could be no 
remaining doubt that Yahweh was the supreme God over all, he interrupted the line of 
Pharaoh’s succession. This may not seem like as big of a deal to us as all the other things that 
had just happened, but consider the underlying theological implications. The succession from 
one Pharaoh to the next had to be orderly and according to the will of the gods in order for 
Ma’at to be maintained and to have things go on as usual. When a Pharaoh was dying, it was 
a very serious thing and there were rituals to be done to prevent the eruption of chaos in the 
land as power was transferred to the next Pharaoh. It was terrible that so many Egyptians lost 
their firstborn sons because of their refusal to heed the warning, but the death of Pharaoh’s 
firstborn son was of cosmic significance. Pharaoh himself, seen as the incarnate Horus and 
sustainer of Ma’at, was defeated. The Egyptians were at the mercy of the God of the 
Hebrews. There was no ambiguity left, no possibility of drawing any conclusion other than 
that the power was really in the hands of a stronger deity than their own. This is from Exodus 
12: 
 

29 At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the 
firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in 
the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, 
he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for 
there was not a house where someone was not dead. 31 Then he summoned Moses and 
Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from among my people, both you and the people 
of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have said. 32 Take your flocks and your herds, 
as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!” 

 
It is no small thing for Pharaoh to conclude his speech with a request for a blessing from 
Moses. He was a broken deity. His gods were defeated. He just wanted some kind of 
reassurance that once the Israelites were out of here, things could go back to normal for 
Egypt. Yet, we know that when he realized that they had actually left for good (and weren’t 
just on a temporary sojourn to sacrifice to Yahweh), he chased them down with his whole 
army and ended up losing everything. The text is not definitive about whether Pharaoh 
himself died in the Red Sea. If you watch The Ten Commandments or The Prince of Egypt, 
those movies like to show Pharaoh surviving and shaking his fist at Moses on the other side 
of the Sea. But a case can be made that Pharaoh’s own horse, presumably with him riding it, 
went down into the Red Sea with his armies and chariots.  
 
If this is the case, Egypt was left with Ma’at undone, Horus, Re, and the lesser gods defeated, 
and no successor to restore order. No wonder all the nations had heard of Yahweh’s 
reputation and trembled as the Israelites eventually approached the Promised Land! 
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LOGIC LESSON 3: REVIEW AVOIDING THE QUESTION  

We’ll look at the following examples together and try to determine which fallacy it is. 
 
1. Fred: The American Revolution was one of the highest points in American history, during 

which a just government was developed.  
George: It wasn’t that great! I heard that Washington and Jefferson owned slaves.  

 
 
2. Spinach can’t be good for me. It tastes terrible. 
 
 
3. You’re tracking mud in the house again! 

I forgot my keys and I’m in a hurry. 
 
 
4. Religion is a bunch of baloney. Scientists say it all comes from a bunch of chemical 

reactions in the brain.  
 
 
5. Dad: Your mother and I don’t think you should go on dates without supervision when 

you’re this young. 
Daughter: Oh, I see. You’re going to make me sit up in my room all my life until you pick 
out somebody for me to marry! 

 
 
6. All these environmentalists are talking about how we should save the environment, but 

they’re the same people who put their groceries in plastic bags and drive gas-guzzling 
cars.  

 
 
7. Seatbelts are actually unsafe. I have a friend whose mom got stuck in her seat belt after 

an accident, was unable to get out of the car, and died. 
 
 
8. Every developed nation in the world has strict controls on firearms except America, so we 

should, too.  
 
9. She is a teacher in a public school, so any claims that she makes about the public school 

system are biased and untrue. 
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Quiz 1: Match the term on the left with the definition on the right. 
 

 
1. Special Pleading 
2. Genetic Fallacy 
3. Red Herring 
4. Straw Man 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority 
6. Tu Quoque 
7. Anecdotal 
8. Appeal to the People 
9. Ad Hominem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A. Dismissing someone’s viewpoint on 
an issue because he himself is 
inconsistent in that very thing.  

B. When someone uses a double 
standard or argues for an 
unjustified exception. 

C. Introducing an irrelevant point into 
an argument.  

D. Using your own experience instead 
of a sound argument. 

E. When we claim that our viewpoint 
is correct because many other 
people agree with it. 

F. Attacking an opponent’s character 
or his motives for believing 
something instead of disproving his 
argument. 

G. Condemning an argument because 
of where it began, how it began, or 
who began it. 

H. An appeal to someone who has no 
special knowledge in the area being 
discussed. Celebrities are often 
used in this way. 

I. Changing or exaggerating an 
opponent’s position to make it 
easier to refute. 
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Quiz 2: Match the term on the left with the example on the right: 

 
1. Special Pleading 
2. Genetic Fallacy 
3. Red Herring 
4. Straw Man 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority 
6. Tu Quoque 
7. Anecdotal 
8. Appeal to the People 
9. Ad Hominem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
A. Deforestation can’t be bad because 

there are many uses for the wood.  
B. Who are you to tell me to go on a 

diet when you’re even more 
overweight than I am?  

C. She can’t possibly be a good teacher 
because she only went to community 
college. 

D. I think there’s no such thing as global 
warming. My boss is a really smart 
guy and he thinks the idea is 
nonsense.  

E. It must be a good movie because 
everyone is going to see it.  

F. You can’t give me a ticket. I’m the 
mayor!  

G. We shouldn’t study logic because it 
came out of ancient Greece, which 
was totally pagan. 

H. Flying is a dangerous way to travel. I 
know because I was in a plane crash. 
We will much safer if we drive.  

I. Will: We should put more money 
into health and education.  
Warren: I’m surprised you hate our 
country so much that you want to 
leave it defenseless by cutting 
military spending.  
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Answers 
 
Page 1 

1. Ad hominem (also could include 
genetic or red herring 

2. Red Herring (or anecdotal) 
3. Special Pleading 
4. Faulty Appeal to Authority 
5. Straw Man 
6. Tu quoque 
7. Anecdotal 
8. Appeal to the People 
9. Genetic 

 
 
 
Quiz 1 
 

1. Special Pleading   B 
2. Genetic Fallacy   G 
3. Red Herring   C 
4. Straw Man   I 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority   H 
6. Tu Quoque   A 
7. Anecdotal   D 
8. Appeal to the People   E 
9. Ad Hominem   F 
 
 

Quiz 2 
 

1. Special Pleading   F 
2. Genetic Fallacy   G 
3. Red Herring  A 
4. Straw Man   I 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority   D 
6. Tu Quoque  B 
7. Anecdotal   H 
8. Appeal to the People   E 
9. Ad Hominem   C 
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LOGIC LESSON 3: REVIEW AVOIDING THE QUESTION  

We’ll look at the following examples together and try to determine which fallacy it is. 
 
1. Fred: The American Revolution was one of the highest points in American history, during 

which a just government was developed.  
George: It wasn’t that great! I heard that Washington and Jefferson owned slaves.  

 
 
2. Spinach can’t be good for me. It tastes terrible. 
 
 
3. You’re tracking mud in the house again! 

I forgot my keys and I’m in a hurry. 
 
 
4. Religion is a bunch of baloney. Scientists say it all comes from a bunch of chemical 

reactions in the brain.  
 
 
5. Dad: Your mother and I don’t think you should go on dates without supervision when 

you’re this young. 
Daughter: Oh, I see. You’re going to make me sit up in my room all my life until you pick 
out somebody for me to marry! 

 
 
6. All these environmentalists are talking about how we should save the environment, but 

they’re the same people who put their groceries in plastic bags and drive gas-guzzling 
cars.  

 
 
7. Seatbelts are actually unsafe. I have a friend whose mom got stuck in her seat belt after 

an accident, was unable to get out of the car, and died. 
 
 
8. Every developed nation in the world has strict controls on firearms except America, so we 

should, too.  
 
9. She is a teacher in a public school, so any claims that she makes about the public school 

system are biased and untrue. 
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Quiz 1: Match the term on the left with the definition on the right. 
 

 
1. Special Pleading 
2. Genetic Fallacy 
3. Red Herring 
4. Straw Man 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority 
6. Tu Quoque 
7. Anecdotal 
8. Appeal to the People 
9. Ad Hominem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A. Dismissing someone’s viewpoint on 
an issue because he himself is 
inconsistent in that very thing.  

B. When someone uses a double 
standard or argues for an 
unjustified exception. 

C. Introducing an irrelevant point into 
an argument.  

D. Using your own experience instead 
of a sound argument. 

E. When we claim that our viewpoint 
is correct because many other 
people agree with it. 

F. Attacking an opponent’s character 
or his motives for believing 
something instead of disproving his 
argument. 

G. Condemning an argument because 
of where it began, how it began, or 
who began it. 

H. An appeal to someone who has no 
special knowledge in the area being 
discussed. Celebrities are often 
used in this way. 

I. Changing or exaggerating an 
opponent’s position to make it 
easier to refute. 

 
  



           Logic Lesson 3: Review Avoiding the Question 

 11 

3 

  
Quiz 2: Match the term on the left with the example on the right: 

 
1. Special Pleading 
2. Genetic Fallacy 
3. Red Herring 
4. Straw Man 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority 
6. Tu Quoque 
7. Anecdotal 
8. Appeal to the People 
9. Ad Hominem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
A. Deforestation can’t be bad because 

there are many uses for the wood.  
B. Who are you to tell me to go on a 

diet when you’re even more 
overweight than I am?  

C. She can’t possibly be a good teacher 
because she only went to community 
college. 

D. I think there’s no such thing as global 
warming. My boss is a really smart 
guy and he thinks the idea is 
nonsense.  

E. It must be a good movie because 
everyone is going to see it.  

F. You can’t give me a ticket. I’m the 
mayor!  

G. We shouldn’t study logic because it 
came out of ancient Greece, which 
was totally pagan. 

H. Flying is a dangerous way to travel. I 
know because I was in a plane crash. 
We will much safer if we drive.  

I. Will: We should put more money 
into health and education.  
Warren: I’m surprised you hate our 
country so much that you want to 
leave it defenseless by cutting 
military spending.  
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Answers 
 
Page 1 

1. Ad hominem (also could include 
genetic or red herring 

2. Red Herring (or anecdotal) 
3. Special Pleading 
4. Faulty Appeal to Authority 
5. Straw Man 
6. Tu quoque 
7. Anecdotal 
8. Appeal to the People 
9. Genetic 

 
 
 
Quiz 1 
 

1. Special Pleading   B 
2. Genetic Fallacy   G 
3. Red Herring   C 
4. Straw Man   I 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority   H 
6. Tu Quoque   A 
7. Anecdotal   D 
8. Appeal to the People   E 
9. Ad Hominem   F 
 
 

Quiz 2 
 

1. Special Pleading   F 
2. Genetic Fallacy   G 
3. Red Herring  A 
4. Straw Man   I 
5. Faulty Appeal to Authority   D 
6. Tu Quoque  B 
7. Anecdotal   H 
8. Appeal to the People   E 
9. Ad Hominem   C 

 

 


