
Gender: God’s Beautiful Design and Modern Confusion  
Week 1 notes (3/10/21)  
 
What God has designed, we have distorted.  What Christ has reclaimed, he is restoring.  

  
1. What God has designed.   

Gen 1:1  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  
Gen 1:27  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. 

We are God’s creatures… 
Start with God…he is our source of authority 

-gender and sexual intimacy are part of a massive whole  
  
  
Worth  

Image of God  
Relationship and rule (structural and functional) 

  
  

Purpose 
Gen 1:28  And God blessed them.  And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” 

  
  
  

Limitation  
Gen 2:16-18  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the 
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.”	 
        Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit 
for him. 

  
-tend to think freedom is the ability to do/be anything you want to be… 

-Freedom: ability to be who God DESIGNED you to be  
-boundaries are a blessing… establish and protect freedom  

-Baseball, football, soccer, traffic (travel)  
-all agree that some kinds of sex are wrong…on what authority do 
you base your standard? 

-tend to think the boundaries are a problem 
-Elsa, Let it Go, Frozen “And the fears that once controlled me can't get to me at 
all.  It's time to see what I can do. To test the limits and break through.  No right, 
no wrong, no rules for me.  I’m free.”  

We are not self defining! You can't name yourself 
  
  

….Designed to flourish 
Gen 2:22-25 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man. The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.”  That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is 
united to his wife, and they become one flesh.  Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no 
shame. 

-Sex connected…to marriage…procreation…unity…Christ and the church   
-Creates, demonstrates, celebrates oneness between male/female in 
marriage…biology testifies to this 



  
  

But this isn't what we often see in our culture is it?  
Violence to intricate design… 
  
  
  

Is our culture really better off?  Are kids more secure and confident?  Are 
women more secure in their body image? Are homes more stable? Is sex 
cherished as intimate and powerful or used to sell products… 

  
  
  

2. We have distorted…  
 

READ Gen. 3:6-8  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband 
who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.  

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

  
-Temptation: you can know good and evil w/out God…you can best decide how to use what he's 
made.  You can lead yourself into greater life and joy!  You don't need his boundaries… 

If Satan is right, why is Eve’s first realization shame…self-reliance…hiding 
  

-we don't want God, we want his goods… 
Rom 1:21-27  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.  
           Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever!  Amen.  
            For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions.  For their women exchanged natural relations for 
those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed 
with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty 
for their error.  
       And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not 
to be done.  They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  

-you've been born into a fallen culture, rampant with sexual sin that appears to be experiencing 
God's passive judgment in allowing us the consequences… 

  
  
  
  
  

COMPASSION (especially on the young) and TRUTH 
  
-now the image of God is stained and buried under twisted and deceitful hearts and minds 

Jer. 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? 
-instincts/desires are flawed…  

Prov 16:25  There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to 
death.  



-how deep is our sexual sin as a culture?  In our communities, our 
churches, ourselves…? 

-what damage have we done to God's good creation!?   
  
1 Cor 6:9-11  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 
homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God.  

GRACE 
  
And such were some of you.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  
  

  
  

  
3. What Christ has reclaimed.  

Col 1:15 [Jesus] is the image of the invisible God… 
2 Cor 5:21  For our sake [God] made [Christ Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in [Christ Jesus] we might 
become the righteousness of God.  
  
Eph 1:7-10  In [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things 
in heaven and things on earth.  
  
Eph 1:19-2:10 
  
  
  
  
  

4. He is restoring.   
  
Image being renewed 

2 Cor. 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come. 

Eph. 4:22-24 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

Col. 3:10 …the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator. 
  
  
  

hope for those who've never been forgiven or Christians who've lost their way sexually  
-we need not be controlled by any lesser power or identity (sexual orientation, gender, past)  

-allow Christ to carry your condemnation and be made new!  Not too late… 
-hard road ahead filled with grace and goodness  

2 Cor. 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit.  

  
Rev 21:3-5  
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with 
them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.”  

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”  


