#6: AFFILIATION (ROMANS 3:9-20)
The Internet and Social Media, which seemed to promise us more global unity than
ever, has actually served to divide us more than ever. It’s just our nature. We can’t help
it. You might think I’m being a pessimist when I say it, but just observe everything
around you, you can’t deny that it’s true!
We are less and less a culture that defines itself by what we have in common, what
affiliates us, and what unites us. We are more and more a culture that defines itself by
what we don’t have in common, what has disaffiliated us, and what divides us.
The year twenty-twenty was a great unveiling of this reality on so many levels. We went
from being a hybrid of globalized, nationalized, and localized people. Many of us
interacted with the world and our country via the internet, social media, and television,
and had interactions with others locally as well. All of these things defined us broadly.
Then a global pandemic happened, sent us into quarantine, and for many of us our
localized existence shrunk into whomever we were immediately around, and had
genuinely invested in. All of a sudden our convictions and political ideals became our
identities.
In 2020, everything that we were interested in, all of our biases, all of our genuine
interests were exacerbated and put to the test. Many of us, during quarantine, were
sucked into wormholes of information designed precisely for us, because soulless

machines somewhere were reading what we were clicking and viewing, and continually
feeding us similar information. Then as the shut down and quarantining lingered on,
events unfolded and were exploding before our eyes on little screens. Ahmaud Arbery
was point blank lynched with a shotgun and it was somewhat documented on a cell
phone video, George Floyd was strangled to death by Derek Chauvin and was candidly
caught on video, with the whole insane debacle of tyranny and vindictive viciousness
documented from beginning to end. Individuals weighed in on their opinions and warred
online. Protests burst out. Silos increased, viewpoints were taken. Fence Posts were
erected.
In America, the most divisive election year potentially in our history was taking place
between republican Donald Trump and democrat Joe Biden. Trump’s inflammatory style
and rhetoric had already turned everything political for his entire term as president, as
issues of the day were no longer things to be debated about in civil discourse, but things
to have screaming matches about. In 2020 this was highly magnified. Masks became
political. Vaccinations became political. Race became even more overtly political than
before. Abortion and LGBTQ rights became even more overtly political than before.
Then the votes were cast. The votes were counted. It appeared that Biden had won.
This was contested by Trump. His die-hard supporters backed him, while increasingly
more and more republicans backed away from him. All the conspiratory, racialized,
politicized angst of the past nine months festered and multiplied like bacterii in a petri
dish.
And Trump would not back down. He swore that he had won the election and Biden had
stolen it. There was a protest set up to take place on January 6th, 2021 to contest this
purported stolen election. Many well-meaning people came to the capitol just believing
that the leader of their platform deserved a fair shake. But also, many fanatics, followers
of the Q, the proud, the boogaloo, and more, showed up waving signs, confederate
flags, and American flags and yelling Jesus Saves right along with it in a twisted cocktail
of nationalism, white supremacy, republicanism, and bastardized Christianity.
After a rousing, anger-inciting speech from Trump, this twisted collection of people,
aroused by the worst within them, including a vegetarian, tattooed man with a Viking
helmet, stormed the Capitol, wanting to lynch Vice President Pence and others, and
desecrated the area where Congress meets, which for many of them, may have once
before been one of the most sacred holy sites in America. Like Zac De La Rocha of
Rage Against the Machine, they wanted to “take the power back”. But this wasn’t
minority groups wanting to revolt against an oppressive majority. This was a minority of
maniacs that somehow seemed to represent the ethos of an American majority, and
they believed that their government was out to destroy them, and their political messiah
was leading them to overthrow our democracy.

And how did all of this happen? Silos. Ten months of postmodern insanity all
culminating to this point. People, many of them average and of good conscience, fell
down social media wormholes of misinformation, and it almost led to a Civil War.
This isn’t to discount the fact that radical leftists burned buildings, and looted and
destroyed things at this time. This isn’t to say that any acts of violence, extremism, and
hate on the left or right political spectrum are straight up wrong and unbiblical. But for all
of us who have been Americans for decades, and have desired peace, dialogue and
civility between disparate political parties, we did genuinely see an extremist movement
within the Republican Party. It will go down in history as such.
I was an English Major and Religion Studies minor at a liberal arts college. I ironically
came to know Jesus Christ in the midst of this predominantly non-Christian
environment, and was very interested immediately with the impact of postmodernism on
our culture and way of thinking.
Postmodernism, also spelled post-modernism, in Western philosophy, is a late
20th-century movement characterized by broad skepticism, subjectivism, or relativism; a
general suspicion of reason; and an acute sensitivity to the role of ideology in asserting
and maintaining political and economic power. 1
I had initial thoughts on the effect of postmodernism on our culture in my early twenties
as a new Jesus follower, who, along with learning scripture and growing in my
discipleship and intimacy with Christ, I was also studying a lot of postmodern literature
and philosophy, and interacting with people of all different philosophical, ideological, and
moral dispositions. I initially thought that postmodernism would culminate in a culture of
general skepticism, and, with an eye towards Canada into Europe, people would
gradually move away from a “Christianized” morality in the West, and move towards a
more generic “secularized” morality, where many of the same general morals were in
place, but were more fluid.
I never thought I would see the events of 2020 unfold.
In 2020, we were proven that, no matter whether you are a die-hard conservative, or a
progressive liberal, you are prone to error… sometimes egregious error. And because of
the power of the algorithmic machines of social media, this error can inflate like a hot air
balloon and explode.
So it doesn’t matter if you’re a patriot, an anarchist, a moralist, a hedonist, intolerant of
others, tolerant of others, mask-wearing, pro-vaxxer, anti-mask, anti-vaxxer,
conservative, liberal, moderate, libertarian, reformed, armenian, pentecostal,
cessationist, complementarian, egalitarian, poor, middle class, rich, black, white, latino,
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asian, or australian. In the postmodern era, your weaknesses are exploited. And what
this leads to is not moral laxity. Everyone, at their core, is bold enough to believe that
they possess absolute truth. We have it placed into the core of our being by the
absolute possessor of truth Himself. In the postmodern era though, we have more and
more silos appearing, miniature towers of Babel that increase in height by the second,
where people congregate around an imagined absolute truth, and spur one another on
towards increased misinformation, distrust, and conspiracy.
And what do anarchists, moralists, hedonists, the intolerant, the tolerant, mask-wearers,
pro-vaxxers, anti-maskers, anti-vaxxers, conservatives, liberals, libertarians, reformeds,
armenians, pentecostals, cessationists, complementarians, egalitarians, the poor, the
middle-class, the rich, black, white, latino, asian, and australians all have in common?
Venture a guess.
We’re all sinners.
Phew! Isn’t that a relief? Or does that offend you?
It’s certainly what the apostle Paul is getting at in the book of Romans.
He’s making the case for two of the most divided people groups that have ever existed,
the Jews and the Gentiles of the First Century, becoming one people. In Romans one,
he starts by talking about how jacked up the history of the Gentiles is. And the gentiles
are represented by everyone who isn’t an Israelite, isn’t of Jewish descent, and doesn’t
necessarily believe in the monotheistic, singular, creator-God of the Universe.
Then in Romans two, Paul turns it all around and tells those of an Israelite, Jewish
descent that they are essentially just as jacked up, even though they’ve been given
religious privileges and a history that should have set them up to know better, they’ve
taken it for granted.
And in Romans three all of this is coming to a climax.
Paul writes;
9 What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged
that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, 10 as it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All
have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even
one.” 13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom
of asps is under their lips.”14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”15 “Their feet
are swift to shed blood;16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace
they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since
through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:9-19)
I’m so relieved that we’re all sinners man. It can unite us. Do you think this is weird?
Hang with me here let me show you how.
Paul was identifying as a Jew himself, as an Israelite, which he most certainly was.
Once he was a Pharisee who studied under the well known Rabbi Gamaliel, and once a
persecutor of Christians, thinking to defend Israelite tradition by banishing and killing
those who followed this “false messiah”, Paul was put in his place by a heavenly vision
of the Christ Himself, and realized that he had been in error his entire life leading up to
this point, He accepted the genuine risen Messiah, Jesus Christ, as His Savior and
Lord.
Paul has made it clear all throughout Romans 1:18-3:8 that “both Jews and Greeks are
under sin”. The Israelites and Gentiles were under sin. In our context, Jesus followers,
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, New Age Theorists, agnostics, satanists, and atheists are
all under sin.
One thing we have in common, whether we acknowledge it or not, is that we’re made in
the image of God. Paul has made this clear thus far.
The other thing the entire human race has in common is that we’re sinners. This is
some good news. It means we’re all essentially equally jacked up. It means we don’t
need to think less of anyone else any longer. We’re all screwy. Looney Tunes.
Corrupted. Crazy to the core.
Paul verifies this by amalgamating six Old Testament passages together into Romans
3:10-18. Here is a list of the Old Testament passages which Paul quotes from:
●
●
●
●
●
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Romans 3:10-12 from Psalm 14:1-3 and Psalm 53:1-3
Romans 3:13 from Psalm 5:9 and Psalm 140:3
Romans 3:14 from Psalm 10:7
Romans 3:15-17 from Isaiah 59:7-8 and see Isaiah 48:22
Romans 3:18 from Psalm 36:1 2
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Paul obviously meditated on scripture in a way that caused him to internalize the
principles within it. I don’t get much of a sense that he just simply memorized and
quoted verses, though I’m certain that in his Pharisaical training he had memorized
much of the Bible (which didn’t contain punctuation and verses during his time). I get the
sense that he sat before God and allowed the scriptures to just marinate and cut deeply
into his very being, so that when he was quoting scripture the substance of it came
shining out.
And what kind of wonderful, encouraging, unifying news is Paul giving us here?
He’s saying that “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for
God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good,
not even one.” (Rom. 3:10-12) Everyone is jacked up. Everyone lacks wisdom. Nobody
seeks or understands God. We have all turned away from God. We are all essentially
scummy. We don’t do good things. We’re all selfish, we’re all screwed up.
This is such good news! It’s one of the most unifying realities of existence! Do you
agree with me or think I’m insane?
13 “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of
asps is under their lips.”14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”15 “Their feet
are swift to shed blood;16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 17 and the way of peace
they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Rom. 3:13-18)
Literally every part of our bodies is just seething with corruption and crookedness.
Aren’t you glad this is true? Isn’t it a relief? We have death in our throats. We use our
tongues to create words that are deceptive and manipulative for our own good and not
the good of God and others. “The venom of asps (or “vipers”)” is under our lips. We are
literally poisonous to one another. We use our mouths not to bless and encourage, we
use it to curse others and spew bitterness.
Are you feeling relieved and encouraged yet?
We use our feet to carry us to places of enmity, strife, division, and murder. We leave a
path of ruin, misery, devastation, and hurt everywhere we go. We don’t know peace, we
just know bad feelings, destruction, brokenness, severed relationships, selfishness, and
bottom of the gutter garbage that comes from all we seek to do. We don’t fear God, we
are utterly selfish and self-centered.
Phew, I feel relieved and encouraged! Seriously! Do you want to know why?

Because I know myself. God has been gracious to bring me under a lot of conviction
over the years. God has been gracious to allow me to make many, many mistakes, and
see the error of them. God is still gracious enough to me to show me the current error of
my ways constantly. Ask my wife. Ask my kids. Ask my friends and mentors who know
me well. I am a constant work in progress, constantly struggling, constantly hitting walls
and falling down, then getting back up, gradually growing through time, looking back
and seeing the progress, and looking forward remaining unsure of it.
I am not worthy to be looked up to. I am not a “wonderful man of God”. I am not a
gentle, loving, kind, sweetheart. In the core of my being, I am selfish, I am critical, I am
bitter, I am arrogant, I’m addicted to my own pleasure, and I genuinely often think that I
know better than everyone else.
You can feel free to unfriend me now.
19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law,
so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to
God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since
through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Rom. 3:19-20)
The Israelites had the OT Law, and it revealed the perfection and holiness of God, and
how much they fell short of God’s perfection and holiness. Nothing that the Israelites
could do- no amount of religious sacrifice, obedience, prayer, fasting, scripture reading,
giving, generosity to the poor, or denial of self could help them attain the perfection of
God. They were utterly hopeless. Just read Jesus’s teaching in the Sermon on the
Mount of Matthew 5-7, Jesus highlights this fact that human religion is a vain effort.
Obedience to God requires surrender to the One that fully obeyed God- Christ Himself.
But the law was so very good in revealing all of these things. The Israelites were given
the greatest gift of self awareness that anyone could be given. They were being shown
that God is good, all the time, and that they weren’t, but God wanted relationship with
them, to speak to them, to counsel them, to help them, and through their religious
sacrifice, obedience, prayer, fasting, scripture reading, giving, generosity to the poor,
and denial of self, they could experience the greatest gift of the universe- intimacy with
the almighty, and forgiveness from Him.
Any true Israelite of the Old Covenant era knew that the law was there to reveal their
sin, and that it was good to know of their sin. It gave them a self-awareness gift that was

priceless- to not be deceived by their own propensity to justify themselves. It gave them
humility, and perspective.
We sure could use a little bit of that in our day. Not only in the Church, but in our divided
Tower of Babel Silos!
Jesus followers have the gift of both the Old Testament and the New Testament. We not
only have the OT Law that reveals our sins and God’s amazing character. We have the
NT account that shows all of God’s goodness purified and refined by the law of love and
mercy. So in our Sunday attendance, our willingness to gather together regularly and
intentionally for life on life rhythms of discipleship, prayer, community and
encouragement, our longing to know, hear from, and obey this righteous, loving God,
our prayer and intimacy with Him, our willingness to forsake food, social media, caffeine,
and alcohol for any period of time to see Him more clearly, our regular meditation on the
Word of God, our giving towards the mission of the Church locally, nationally, and
globally, our generosity to those in need locally, nationally and globally, and our death to
self, forsaking ourselves and picking up the cross daily, all comes out of the merciful gift
we have been given in Jesus. We already know this forgiveness in our altered, jacked
up state of helplessness, and we’re aware of how loved we are in spite of it all, and
these spiritual rhythms gradually are more and more like breathing oxygen itself. The
taste of the eternal, the divine, omnipotent love of the Father lavished on us. We can’t
help ourselves, we want more of Him!
So in light of all of this, anarchists, moralists, hedonists, the intolerant, the tolerant,
mask-wearers, pro-vaxxers, anti-maskers, anti-vaxxers, conservatives, liberals,
libertarians, reformeds, armenians, pentecostals, cessationists, complementarians,
egalitarians, agnostics, Christians, atheists, the poor, the middle-class, the rich, black,
white, latino, asian, and australians are all invited to the feet of Jesus- to be sinners
moving towards His amazing grace and love together! If we receive His forgiveness, if
we receive His Body laid down for us, if we receive that His blood was shed for us to
forgive us of it all, the Tower of Babel, social media poisoned, silo fences of death and
division are broken down, and we can become One. It’s only through Him. It’s an eternal
oneness that will ring on forever and ever!

