#13: FAIR, (ROMANS 6:1-14)
I’m not sure what your current boss, manager, or employer is like. Some bosses are
terrible, some are great. I’ve certainly worked for both. I certainly try to be a good boss
and I fail at it. I sure hope those who are ever employed by me think that I’m good to
work for and with.
But imagine for a moment with me that you have the best boss in the world. What would
that boss look like? Generous? Forgiving? Empowering? Fun? Contributing to a healthy
work/life balance?
Would they also be fair, or would they allow you to do whatever you want and just pay
you any way?
Some of us would like bosses like that- that just allow us to go crazy, produce nothing,
and yet get paid very well to basically screw off.
But most of us would have to admit that this is not the picture of a good boss. A good
boss is generous, forgiving, empowering, and fun. A good boss is also fair. A good boss
expects employees to work hard and do their job well within the allotted time they’re
paid for. Employees that don’t work hard, do their job well, or put in their part time hours
or forty hours a week, don’t deserve to have their jobs.

God is not our boss. God is our creator and sustainer. We are not God’s employees, but
we who are in Christ are recipients of God’s grace. What do we do in response to the
radical, amazing grace of Jesus Christ on the cross? How do we respond to a God that
wildly erases all of our sins and the curse of death and hell brought on by Adam and
Eve?
Paul says this in Romans 6:
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?
means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? (Romans 6:1-2)
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By no

If you had the most amazing boss in the world, would you decide to be the crappiest
employee in every way, and test them to see if they can prove that they’re really good?
No! Nobody in their right mind would do that. That would be taking advantage of your
boss, and like we said, if your boss were a good boss they wouldn’t tolerate that kind of
response.
Likewise, God’s insane, perfect, merciful grace is not a free ticket to live however we
want.
What use shall we make of this sweet and comfortable doctrine? Those opinions that
give any countenance to sin, or open a door to practical immoralities, how specious and
plausible soever they be rendered, by the pretension of advancing free grace, are to be
rejected with the greatest abhorrence. (Matthew Henry)1
It would be insane to take advantage of the greatest gift in the world. We who have died
to sin by giving over our lives to Christ simply can’t still live in it.
Peter reiterated the same concept when he penned:
Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking,
for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, so as to live for the rest of the
time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God. For the time that is
past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions,
drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. With respect to this they are
surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign
you. (1 Peter 4:1-4)
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Though there are none that live without sin, yet, blessed be God, there are those that do
not live in sin, do not live in it as their element, do not make a trade of it: this is to be
sanctified.2 It is impossible to live without sin. We can’t help but be sinful. All of Romans
1-2 pointed out this fact to us, as do many other passages in scripture. However, it is
possible to not “live in sin”. This is what the biblical term sanctification refers to.
The apostle John describes this awfully point blank when he writes;
4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there
is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning
has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God
makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on
sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children
of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness
is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (1 John 3:4-10)
Big point- we have the best boss in the world- God Himself- who has given us the
greatest gift in the world- the sacrifice of His one and only Son Jesus Christ in our place
to completely forgive us of all sins, so we can’t help but move away from sin more and
more as a response. We must not only cease from the acts of sin (this may be done
through the influence of outward restraints, or other inducements), but we must get the
vicious habits and inclinations weakened and destroyed.3 We need to ask God to crucify
and annihilate the root of our bad decisions, behaviors, and attitudes. If we pray for this
we’ll enter into the difficult journey of discipleship where these destructive things of no
value to us whatsoever will be gradually weeded out of our life through suffering, trial,
hardship and growth. This will unveil past traumas in our lives. This will uproot bad
patterns that we’ve struggled with for years. We will go through withdrawal as these
deep destructive roots are axed out of the gardens of our lives via the loving discipline
of the Father. God will replace these empty pursuits and negative go-to habits with new,
life-giving ones by the power of His Spirit! Hallelujah that this is only possible by the
help of the gospel of Jesus!
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He that is dead is separated from his former company, converse, business, enjoyments,
employments, is not what he was, does not what he did, has not what he had. Death
makes a mighty change; such a change doth sanctification make in the soul, it cuts off
all correspondence with sin.4 Some Roman Christ-followers in Paul’s context may have
thought that sinning more would prove God’s grace. Either they were gravely mistaken
in ignorance, or willfully trying to justify whatever behavior they wanted to engage in.
Either way, this was faulty thinking that Paul was correcting. Paul goes on to say;
3

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)
Although Paul did not plant the church in Rome (Rom 1:10), he assumes that the
Roman believers received instruction about baptism and its implications. This suggests
baptism was already established as a Christian practice prior to Paul.5 He uses water
baptism by immersion as a metaphor for the believer’s new life in Christ—identifying
with Christ through His death, burial, and resurrection.6 And baptism symbolizes
participation in the death and resurrection of Christ.7
Baptism was something practiced by the early Church, often in immediate response to
the life-changing moments of salvation. New believers in Christ weren’t vetted in a
baptism preparation class, but as a response to salvation would take the hydro plunge.
This was the case both with the massive amount of new believers that came to believe
in Jesus during Peter’s sermon at Pentecost in the book of Acts:
37

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Ac 2:37–38)
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Baptism was symbolic for new Jesus followers of the old self, the old man or woman,
dying while being plunged under water, and then raised to new life when coming up out
of the water. Paul elsewhere states this in the letter to the Colossian believers;
12

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you,
who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of
debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the
cross. (Col 2:12–14)
In Romans 6:3-4, Paul may have been speaking of baptism of the Holy Spirit, he may
have been speaking of the physical symbolic act of water baptism, he may have been
speaking of both simultaneously.
It’s important to state that the act of baptism does not equate with salvation. One
doesn’t need to have undergone baptism to belong to Jesus. The New Testament
consistently denies baptismal regeneration, presenting water baptism as a public
attestation to an accomplished spiritual work (cf., e.g., Acts 10:44–48; 16:29–33). The
spiritual reality Paul spoke of is that by faith believers are “baptized (placed) into Christ”
and thereby are united and identified with Him. This spiritual reality is then graphically
witnessed to and pictured by believers’ baptism in water. The one baptism (by water) is
the visible picture of the spiritual truth of the other baptism (identification with Christ; cf.
Gal. 3:27, “baptized into Christ … clothed with Christ”).8
One thing is sure, when we’re in Christ we’re given “newness of life”. We are never to
be the same again!
5

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order
that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.
Jesus died for us who believe in Him. We have been united with Him in a death to the
flesh, to sin, to hell and the devil, and set towards an eternity where we will be
resurrected into sinless beings, never to have to deal with hell again. Believers
experience the spiritual effects of the resurrection now, but they won’t be resurrected
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physically until Christ returns to earth.9 The resurrection resurrects our reason for living,
our power of reason to discern truth, and gives us an eternal hope that we perpetually
look forward to in this life.
Our old self was literally crucified with Him. We are no longer the same. We are
perpetually changed. We have a new identity in heaven with Christ. We don’t ever have
to worry about being enslaved to sin again. We will battle sin for the rest of our
existence, but it need not ever have crippling authority over our lives!
The Greek phrase used here for “body of sin” is sōma tēs hamartias, and refers to a
person’s physical body or the whole person (sōma), which is still subject to sin.10 This
phrase does not mean that a human body is sinful in itself. It means that one’s physical
body is controlled or ruled by sin (cf. comments on “body of death” in 7:24). This was
the condition of each believer before his conversion. But now at salvation the power of
controlling sin is broken; it is “rendered powerless” or ineffective.11
So all that we once were before meeting Christ, and all that we were controlled by, is
declared “brought to nothing”, it’s control over us is broken, it is rendered powerless &
ineffective over us. Much of this we take with us into following Christ- but it’s declared
dead!
As my wife often likes to say when she’s leading worship, “Isn’t this good news”?
Addiction to sexual release, alcohol overload, drugs, workaholism, self-righteousness,
selfishness, laziness, consumption, bitterness, anger, rage, violence, rebellion, money,
hopelessness, romanticism, control, pride, political power, the path of least resistance,
perfectionism, relational security, efficiency, being unique, being correct, being loyal to
someone or something, having constant fun, and being dominant are rendered
powerless and ineffective over us in Christ.
I imagine someone who is a prisoner of war, being regularly tortured in a prison camp
by their oppressors for years, and then all of a sudden someone comes in a rescues
them, and the war is over. No doubt this person will suffer from PTSD and trauma, but
they are radically set free. Why would they logically want to return to any of the
behaviors they practiced while being a POW when they are free? They may need
therapy and counseling to overcome the trauma, but that trauma no longer has power
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over them. They have been set free and have a new opportunity and don’t need to allow
a Stockholm Syndrome mindset to return them to being in bondage.
This is good news to me. I struggle so much. I repeat negative behaviors and patterns
that I learned over a lifetime. I need that promise over my life. I need to know that I will
be a little more like Jesus tomorrow and a little less like myself because Jesus is better!
I want the old man pre-Jesus dead and gone, and for Christ to have His way in me! This
freedom is where it’s at!
The words “has been freed” are a loose rendering of dedikaiōtai, literally, “has been
justified or declared righteous.” The perfect tense of this verb describes a past action
with a continuing effect or force. Sin no longer has the legal right to force its mastery
and control on a believer, for he has died with Christ.12
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Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he
lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:8-11)
“We will also live with him” The Greek verb used here, syzēsomen, is in the future
tense; it may refer to an experience associated with the end times. In order to take part
in this experience, believers must reject sin in the present life.13 We are invited to live
with, in and through Christ in every present moment, and on into eternal life with Him in
His Kingdom forever. The old person has been crucified and is continually being
crucified and we have been given new life.
11

The saying is trustworthy, for:
If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
12
if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he also will deny us;
13
if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself. (2 Ti 2:11–13)
When God raised Jesus from the dead, He transformed His earthly body into a glorified
human body that is no longer susceptible to death and decay. In this state, Christ
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represents the immortal life that awaits those who have faith in Him.14 “Jesus paid it all,
all to Him we owe, sin had left a crimson stain He washed it white as snow”. He now
reigns forever in a glorified, tangible human body that will never deteriorate or die. His
immortality is a gift He attained for us.
This death and resurrection is a death to sin and a resurrection into holiness, freedom,
and new life. The power and influence of sin manifested itself in death. Ironically, by
submitting to death, Christ died to the power and influence of sin. Christ lives outside
the realm of sin; though He submitted to death once, He will never do so again.15 We
also, will die, but never have to dwell in eternal death, we can know that eternity has
been purchased for us at the cross. This eternal life leads to a life lived for God. Jesus
eternally will live His eternal existence to God. So we also must consider ourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:11)
Our identity is no longer one of death, destruction and ruin. It is alive to God in Christ
Jesus because of what He has done. We are no longer defined by our bad decisions,
weaknesses, and bad patterns. Those things do still exist, but have been declared to be
dead! This leads us to delight in God and His ways, living them out graciously, not by
religious compulsion, but with awe and gratitude for the gift that has been freely poured
out on us!
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Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 13 Do
not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your
members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over
you, since you are not under law but under grace. (Ro 6:12–14)
Though sin may remain as an outlaw, though it may oppress as a tyrant, yet let it not
reign as a king. Let it not make laws, nor preside in councils, nor command the militia;
let it not be uppermost in the soul, so that we should obey it. Though we may be
sometimes overtaken and overcome by it, yet let us never be obedient to it in the lusts
thereof; let not sinful lusts be a law to you, to which you would yield a consenting
obedience.16 (Matthew Henry)
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The Greek word used here for “mortal” is thnētos, and refers to people’s regular,
non-resurrected bodies, which are susceptible to death.17
The power of sin may constantly be pressing into us, and this will be an inevitable
struggle! The Greek word used here, melos, refers to a person’s natural faculties.18 Our
noses smell things that lead us to sin. Our eyes see things that lead us to sin. Our ears
hear things that lead us to sin. Our hands touch things that lead us to sin. Our feet take
us into situations where we’re tempted to sin. Our mouths taste things that lead us to
sin. Our private parts give us sensations and urges that lead us into sin.
But we have a standing, through Christ, that in God we have been brought from death
to life. We are not under the law but under grace. It has been declared that sin will have
no dominion over us through Jesus.
Therefore, we don’t present our noses, eyes, ears, hands, feet, mouths, and private
parts to be used as “instruments for unrighteousness”, rather we present our noses to
breathe in the aroma of Christ and the beauty of the created world. We present our eyes
to see all that God wants us to see and filter out what is against God, rather than be a
wide open door to allow ungodly things into our brains and hearts. “The eye is the lamp
of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light” (Matt. 6:22)
We present our ears to take in the beautiful melodies of the created world and lead us
towards worship and away from the desecrated dissonance and fractured evils of the
shadowy underbelly. We present our hands to be busy with the work of Christ and the
valuable tasks in front of us that lead to flourishing for ourselves and others and reject
using them to twist, destroy, tear down, and abuse. as shoes for our feet, having put on
the readiness given by the gospel of peace, (Eph. 6:15) we allow our feet to be led by
the leading of the Holy Spirit and take us to where He wants us to go, which is, at times,
not where our flesh or quest for comfort would lead us to be. (John 21:18) We submit
our mouths to speak the life-giving words of the Spirit and taste the sumptuous flavors
of the created world without needing to engage in excess, and reject speaking
destructive, bitter, denigrating words into the lives of others. Out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks. (Matt. 12:34) We need only taste the pleasurable flavors within
the realm of good conscience and moderation, rejecting the excesses of gluttony and
addiction. We submit our private parts to God, not to be merely instruments for sexual
release and self-gratification, but controlled to the point where they can be engaged
only where committed, monogamous, biblical love is present. (1 Cor. 7) The members of
the body are fearfully and wonderfully made; it is a pity they should be the devil’s tools
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of unrighteousness unto sin, instruments of the sinful actions, according to the sinful
dispositions.19 (Matthew Henry)
Paul then brings it all home when he writes “For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.” (Romans 6:14) “Law” refers to the set of
regulations God gave to Moses that identified sin but did not help overcome it. Grace,
on the other hand, refers to the unmerited favor of God and His empowering presence
to overcome sin.20 What is the motivation for rejecting sin? It’s not religious compulsion.
It’s not self-righteousness that leads people to legalistically deem themselves superior
to the “sinners” of the world! It’s a paradox. We who are more sinless are more
admittedly sinful. We who have truly and genuinely experienced the life-saving, grace
giving mercy of Jesus Christ’s blood shed for us live in eternal gratefulness for this
grace.
Israelites in Paul’s time under the law compulsively, obsessively studied scripture and
meticulously attempted to “obey the law”- only leading to self-righteousness or defeat
and rebellion. Religious Christians who have adopted some sort of religious “-ism”
rather than being devoted disciples of Jesus Christ, whether it be evangelicalism,
liberalism, calvinism, conservatism, cessationism, complementarianism, egalitarianism,
fundamentalism, or pentecostalism, are like the Israelites and missing the point.
We are not under the law, but are under grace! We are sinful people who have been
radically rescued and saved! Jesus has done everything and we live lives humbly in wild
love and devoted to Him, and inviting the evangelicals, liberals, calvinists, armenians,
conservatives, cessationists, complementarians, egalitarians, fundamentalists,
Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, New-Agers, atheists, agnostics, and pentecostals into a
life-giving relationship with Jesus Christ, who will form us into a community that is not
under law, but tethered together by HIS GRACE!
God is not a bad boss for being fair. He is a kind, forgiving, loving, empowering Creator
who wants better for us all, and makes it possible to walk away from things, thoughts
and actions that we never needed, and should have never wanted!
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