
EPHESIANS
fromDEATH toLIFE PART 26

05.16.21
Walk of Wisdom
Ephesians 5:15-21

CONTEXTCONTEXT

Having exhorted us to “walk in love” and “walk in light,” Paul now instructs us to 
“walk in wisdom.” 
   

OBSERVATIONOBSERVATION

It looks like Pastor Tim will only be making it through Ephesians 5:15-18 this week. 
I would expect him to most likely teach on vv. 19-21 the following week. So, take 
some time as usual and record anything that stands out to you in vv. 15-18. Also 
record questions you have of the text. Note anything repeated, unexpected 
phrases, transition words, verb tenses, definite articles (“the”), etc.    

    
INTERPRETATIONINTERPRETATION

Question 1: Pastor Tim touched on Paul’s exhortation to “make the best use 
of the time because the days are evil.” Let’s explore that concept some more. 
You would think Paul would say something like, “make the best use of the time 
because our time here is short.” But, instead, he says “because the days are evil.” 
Why are the days being evil a motivator for us to use our time well for the Lord? 

Question 2: Pastor Tim talked about knowing God’s will. He said that as long 
as we’re saved, sanctified, submissive, suffering (for the Lord), and Spirit-filled, 
we don’t have to “figure out” God’s will. Instead, we should just “do what we 
want.” This may not sound right at first, but why do you think there could be real 
wisdom in this? 
  

CONSULTATIONCONSULTATION

Insights for Interpretation 

 Concerning being filled with the Spirit, The Bible Knowledge Commentary  
 says this: “Each Christian has all the Spirit, but the command here is that  
 the Spirit have all of him.” 
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 In his commentary on Ephesians, Peter O’Brien says that the word   
 “redeem,” and its prefix in the Greek, denote someone who is thinking   
 about his purchase with great intensity and exhausting himself so he   
 makes the best possible decision. As Christians, we too should be that   
 intense and thoughtful about how we use our time for the Lord during the  
 short time we are given to serve Him here on earth. 

 One of the ways we gain a more accurate understanding of a biblical word  
 is to make sure we understand how the author uses that word in his own  
 writings (especially the particular letter, gospel, etc. he’s writing). Most   
 would probably say we know what Paul means by “the Lord’s will.” Some,  
 for example, would say it’s His secret plan for our lives that we need to try  
 and figure out. But Paul uses the word “will” in Ephesians in association 
 with the revelation of God’s predetermined, once hidden, redemptive plan  
 to unite all things in Christ (see Ephesians 1:5, 9, 11; 3:1-11). Therefore, when  
 Paul exhorts the Ephesians to “not be foolish but understand what the will  
 of the Lord is,” he’s not telling them to somehow try and figure out God’s  
 secret plan for their personal lives. He’s calling them into a deeper 
 understanding of the gospel. Into a deeper awareness of “the mystery of  
 his will… which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to  
 unite all things in him…” (1:9-10). So, the primary emphasis here isn’t first  
 and foremost learning what we are to do for God, but what God has done  
 for us.
 
Resources for Reading

 Thabiti Anyabwile shares a quote about redeeming our time “because the days 
are evil” from Donald Whitney’s Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life      
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/thabiti-anyabwile/use-time-wisely-
because-days-are-evil/

 John MacArthur offers a thorough explanation of what it means to be filled 
with the Spirit in this really helpful sermon:      
https://www.gty.org/library/articles/45FILLED/what-does-it-mean-to-be-filled-
with-the-spirit
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APPLICATIONAPPLICATION

Question 3: Take significant time and have everyone share with the group ways 
in which they use their time wisely. Brainstorm ideas. For example, I like to go 
on walks where I listen to sermons and spend time in prayer. I kill three birds 
(exercise, being in God’s Word, and prayer) with one stone. 
 

Question 4: A “sister passage” is another passage in the Bible that is very 
similar to the passage you’re reading. The sister passage to Ephesians 5:18-19 is 
Colossians 3:16. Read both of these passages clearly. Note how they are similar 
and how they are different. What is the significance of the main difference? Is 
Paul trying to teach something different in these two verses, or is he teaching 
the same thing?    

ADORATIONADORATION

Question 5: Share with the group: What has caused you to be in awe of God this 
week? What has caused you to adore Him with wide-eyed wonder? Was it an act 
of kindness, mercy or love from someone? Was it something in your own time in 
the Bible? Was it something in today’s message? 


