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The Last Days
Class 3

THE RAPTURE
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• Some questions…

• Rapture views

• Preference to a Pre-Trib Rapture

• The Rapture in Rev 12:5
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The “catching up” to heaven of all dead (upon 
resurrection) and living (upon transformation) 
believers. Different views on its timing in relation 
to the tribulation include pretribulation, mid-
tribulation, post-tribulation, pre-wrath, and 
partial rapture (See 1 Thess. 4:17).

Nathan D. Holsteen and Michael J. Svigel, eds., Exploring Christian Theology: The 
Church, Spiritual Growth, and the End Times, vol. III (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany 
House Publishers, 2014), 245.
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https://ref.ly/logosres/explrchrstnthlgy3?ref=Page.p+245&off=429
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• No and Yes
• The word “rapture” is not in our English 

Bibles.
• It is in the Latin Vulgate (rapturo)
• The Greek word harpazō (ἁρπάζω) means 

caught up, take away, seize, snatch away 
(cf. 1 Thess 4 and Acts 8)
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• No and Yes
• There is evidence in Patristic writings

ØShepherd of Hermas 4:1-2
ØDidache 16:3-8
ØIrenaeus, Against Heresies 5:29-30
ØVictorinus, Commentary on the Apocalypse 6.14; 

15:1
• The primary eschatological view turned to Amil in the 

4th Century 
6
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A futurist (premillennial) perspective requires a
rapture for the following reasons:
• The church is spared (rescued) from wrath.
• The tribulation is about (a) God’s judgement and 

(b) preservation of Israel.
• Necessary for the Adamic mandate to be fulfilled. 
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For they themselves report concerning us 
the kind of reception we had among you, 
and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait 
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from 
the wrath to come (1 Thess 1:9–10).
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For God has not destined us for wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether 
we are awake or asleep we might live with 
him (1 Thess 5:9–10).
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But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God’s righteous 
judgment will be revealed. He will render to each one according to 
his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory 
and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those 
who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There will be 
tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the 
Jew first and also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for 
everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek (Rom 
2:5–10).

10
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…then the Lord knows how to rescue the 
godly from trials, and to keep the 
unrighteous under punishment until the 
day of judgment… (2 Pet 2:9)
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Because you have kept my word about 
patient endurance, I will keep you from the 
hour of trial that is coming on the whole 
world, to try those who dwell on the earth
(Rev 3:10).

12
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• There is no mention of the church in Revelation from chs 4-19.
• The Church is assumed in Rev 4 and 5 as the 24 Elders
• 144,000 comprised of the 12 Tribes of Israel – referring to the 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (ethnic Israel)
• There are believers during the Tribulation, but they are 

Tribulation Saints, not the Body of Christ (cf Rev 11:17-18; 
12:1—12; 14:12; 15:2-4)
• The church appears again at the Marriage supper of the Lamb

(Rev 19:4-10)
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• There is no mention of the church in Revelation from chs 4-19.
• The Church is assumed in Rev 4 and 5 as the 24 Elders
• 144,000 comprised of the 12 Tribes of Israel – referring to the 

descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (ethnic Israel)
• There are believers during the Tribulation, but they are 
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• The church appears again at the Marriage supper of the Lamb 

(Rev 19:4-10)
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1. Pre-Tribulation (“pre-trib”): The rapture will occur before the tribulation.

2. Mid-tribulation (“mid-trib”): The rapture will occur in the middle of the 
tribulation.

3. Pre-wrath: The rapture will occur before God’s wrath on the earth.

4. Post-tribulation (“post-trib”): The rapture will occur after the tribulation.

5. Partial: The rapture will occur in phases during the tribulation.
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Image credit: Dr Michael Svigel’s eschatology course notes from ST106, Dallas Theological Seminary, spring 2017
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Image credit: Dr Michael Svigel’s eschatology course notes from ST106, Dallas Theological Seminary, spring 2017
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Image credit: Dr Michael Svigel’s eschatology course notes from ST106, Dallas Theological Seminary, spring 2017
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1.Scripture says the Church will be spared the wrath to come. 
2.The restraint of the lawless one is lifted.
3.The immanency of Christ’s return
4.It prepares the Tribulation to be a time of judgment of the 

world and preservation of ethnic Israel. 

21

The Characters:
1.The Woman 

2.The Dragon

3.The Male Child

22
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1. Interpret passages in the context of HISTORY and 
GRAMMAR (literally).

2. Interpret passages in the context of the genre of 
PROPHECY.

3. Interpret passages in the context of possible TIME 
INTERVALS.

4. Interpret symbols in the context of IMMIDIATE context 
and LARGER context.

23

The Characters:

1.The Woman - Israel through the ages (Corporate)

2.The Dragon

3.The Male Child

24



2/12/21

13

The Characters:

1.The Woman  - Israel through the ages - Corporate

2.The Dragon - Satan & the evil principalities of the ages- Corporate

3.The Male Child

25

The Characters:

1.The Woman  - Israel through the ages - Corporate

2.The Dragon – Satan & the evil principalities of the ages-Corporate

3.The Male Child – Jesus (head); Church (body) - Corporate

26
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1. The male son is Christ alone; His snatching is His ascension.

2. The male son is Christ alone; His snatching is His death.

3. The male son is Christ alone; His snatching is His resurrection.

4. The make son is Christ in union with the church; the snatching is 
the resurrection AND the rapture of the Church. 
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1. Language

2. Is there an idea of rescue?

3. What was the destination of the Child?

4. Identification w/ corporate illusions (Isa 66:7; Dan 7:13)

28
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This chart was recreated from the book Evidence for the Rapture: A Biblical Case for Pretribulationism. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2015. Specifically, chapter 9: “What Child Is 
This? A Forgotten Argument for the Pre-Tribulation Rapture” by Michael Svigel.
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I will tell of the decree:
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”
-Psalm 2:7-9

30
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“The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to 
him I will give authority over the nations, and he will rule them with 
a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I 
myself have received authority from my Father. And I will give him 
the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches.” 
-Rev 2:26-28 

31

And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and 
pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his 
mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the 
nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the 
Almighty.
-Rev 19:14-15 
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1. The male son is Christ alone; Ps 2:9 refers to His reign.

2. The male son is Christ in union with His Church ; Ps 2:9 refers to 
Christ’s reign with His saints.
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This chart was recreated from the book Evidence for the Rapture: A Biblical Case for Pretribulationism. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2015. Specifically, chapter 9: “What Child Is 
This? A Forgotten Argument for the Pre-Tribulation Rapture” by Michael Svigel.
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This chart was recreated from the book Evidence for the Rapture: A Biblical Case for Pretribulationism. Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2015. Specifically, chapter 9: “What Child Is 
This? A Forgotten Argument for the Pre-Tribulation Rapture” by Michael Svigel.
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