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Supplemental Notes 
Lesson 19: Fundamentals of Prophecy 
 
 
Reasons to believe God still has a plan for the physical 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
If God were only talking about the spiritual children of Abraham in the prophetic sections of 
the Bible, He would stop calling them the sons of “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  This 
narrowing down to Jacob indicates that it is certain descendants of Abraham through a 
physical line—not all the true spiritual children of Abraham.   
 
The promise to Abraham was about the land.  
 

He remembers his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand 
generations, the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, which 
he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I will 
give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.”  Psalm 105:8-11 

 
I simply can’t take something this specific and understand it to mean that somehow the 
spiritual seed of Abraham (believers) are the ones that inherit the physical land of Canaan.  
There were other things involved in that covenant, too, which are not mentioned here, but 
the Psalmist emphasizes the land as a crucial factor. 
 
To conclude that God has no future plan for Israel means that we must take all the unfulfilled 
prophecies about Israel and say that they will be fulfilled by the Church. When we allegorize 
Israel as the Church, we run into several interpretive problems along the way and it becomes 
impossible to remain consistent. My own conclusion is that when prophecy is talking about 
Israel, it means both the land and the ethnic people.  
 
When Jesus was about to ascend to heaven, the disciples asked him if it was now finally time 
for the kingdom to be restored to Israel. Even after Jesus’ death and resurrection, they still 
understood that Israel would receive the physical kingdom.  
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time, restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority…”  Acts 1:6-7   

 
They clearly understood there would be a future restoration of Israel as a kingdom. Jesus 
didn’t correct them!  He only told them it wasn’t for them to know the timing, and He went on 
to tell them that He had a job for them to do first.  These men had now been with Jesus for 
over three years and were given forty extra days after his resurrection, during which Jesus 
presumably prepared them to be His witnesses.  Did He fail to instruct them at all on this 
most important point?  Could it be that Israel was about to be replaced by the Church, yet 
they still held out false hopes for their nation?  Wouldn’t Jesus in His last words to them have 
set this straight, since it affects how the future Church would view His return?  
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The existence of the modern state of Israel involves a series of miraculous events. One 
cannot read about the opposition the young nation faced after the declaration of statehood in 
1948 or about their victory in the Six-Day War of 1967 without marveling at the number of 
arguably supernatural rescues that occurred.1 
  
Furthermore, elements of Jewish culture were retained over thousands of years even while 
the people were away from the land. If my family were taken captive in another country, I 
would think that my great-grandchildren would not retain the distinctives of American culture. 
Yet Jewish customs and ceremonies were preserved all over the world for more than two 
thousand years so that when people came back to the land to form the new nation beginning 
in the 1940’s they had enough in common to recognize that they were all still Jewish. These 
things are not proof that God still has a plan for Israel, yet they contribute to the case we 
make from Scripture. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:1-10 provides a template for the history of Israel from their coming into the 
Land until the Messianic Kingdom.   
 
• In verse 1, God speaks in the past tense as if it’s already a certainty that they will be 

driven out into other nations.   

• In verse 3, He makes it clear that He will gather them again from among all the peoples.  

• In verse 4 He indicates that they will be taken much farther away than what happened in 
the Assyrian or Babylonian captivities.  

• All of the things that are prophesied from verse 5 onward are either happening in modern 
times, or have not yet come to fulfillment. God has not finished with them yet. 

 
Another reason to believe that Israel is still precious to God is that Satan is still trying to 
destroy them. Nations have been eradicated by other nations throughout history, yet there is 
nothing like the hatred of the Jewish people that has led to repeated calls for their 
annihilation or isolation.2  
 
God made a new creation (the Church) which was grafted into the old vine, but He did not do 
away with the old one. (Romans 11:11-32)  
 
 
Supporting Ideas for a Seven-year Tribulation 
 
There are some details that may support or allude to a seven-year period of upheaval, 
warning, and judgment before the return of Christ as King. 
 

• Noah went into the ark seven days before the unrighteous were destroyed.                       
(Genesis 7:7-10) 

 
1  For starters, see Collins, Larry. O Jerusalem. Simon & Schuster, New York, 1988. 
2  For an interesting perspective from a Jewish rabbi about how his people have thrived even after so much 

persecution, see Gotlieb, Michael. “The Sky is Not Falling on Jerusalem.” The Los Angeles Times. 20 September 
1995. 
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• Joseph prophesied (and experienced) a seven-year famine. 

 
• There are seven days between the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement, 

known as the Days of Awe. 
 

• The Jewish wedding is often described as a period of seven days in which the Bride 
stays in the wedding chamber. 

 
• The flow of the book of Revelation has several time periods mentioned: 42 months, a 

time, times, and half a time, 1,280 days, and so on.  The chronological possibilities 
certainly work for it to be seven years (although there are other ways to interpret 
these time periods). 

 
• Ezekiel 38-39 describes a war that is yet to come in which weapons will be burned for 

seven years.  While it is not conclusive that this matches seven years of Tribulation, it 
could be a clue.  We’ll spend more time later on this entire passage. 

 
None of these points provide direct proof for a future seven-year Tribulation, but when taken 
together they do form some support for the idea.  
 
 
 
Mid-Tribulation Rapture 
 
The Mid-Trib position holds that the rapture takes place right in the middle of a 7-year 
Tribulation. They use this passage heavily: 
 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, 
we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a 
spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has 
come.  Let no one deceive you in any way.  For that day will not come, unless the rebellion 
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.  2 Thessalonians 
2:1-3 

 
They take that passage to mean that our being gathered together can’t happen until after two 
other things have happened:  “the rebellion” and the placement of the Abomination of 
Desolation by the antichrist. I would argue that there are three erroneous assumptions being 
made about this passage to arrive at the Mid-Trib view. 
 
The first is that “our being gathered together” means the Rapture.  It may or may not. 
 
The second is that “the rebellion” is a period of apostasy, in which Christians fall away from 
the faith.  It’s possible that this will happen, or even that it already has happened or is 
currently happening.  But the word for “rebellion” comes from the Greek word apostasia 
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which could otherwise be translated “departure” or “removal.”3   
 
In that case, the passage is telling believers not to worry because the Day of the Lord can’t 
come until our removal, and it fits the whole attitude of the passage, in which Paul is clearly 
trying to reassure them. Even if we do not choose this translation of apostosia and if the 
correct word should be “rebellion,” the Mid-Trib position is still making great assumptions 
about this being a future event, and it is not helpful in a passage that is trying to reassure the 
Church. 
 
The third assumption is that the revealing of the man of lawlessness is the same as the 
Abomination of Desolation.4 The passage does go on to tell the things that this man of 
lawlessness will do, which I believe leads to a correct identification of him as the antichrist, 
but nowhere in Scripture does it say that it is the Abomination of Desolation that identifies 
(reveals) him. It could be that he is “revealed” when he comes onto the world scene or 
attains a measure of power. We simply don’t know. There are some very distinct supernatural 
things that this person does, so he is clearly out of the ordinary. He will do all the things it 
goes on to mention, but he has not necessarily done any of them at the time he is revealed. 
 
Another major tenet of the Mid-Trib position is that the Trumpet judgments of Revelation line 
up with the “Last Trump” of the rapture. They say the rapture can’t happen until the 7th 
Trumpet is sounded, which lines up with the events that are happening as the final 3.5 years 
are starting in Revelation 11. I think this assumption can be refuted simply because Paul was 
the one who wrote about the Rapture happening at the Last Trump, which was well before 
John’s vision of Revelation in which the Trumpet judgments were explained. Paul would not 
have written with the assumption that his readers knew what the Last Trump was if it was 
referring to something that had not yet been revealed. 
 
Those who hold to the Mid-Trib position believe that the Trumpet judgments do not constitute 
God’s wrath. They believe that only the Bowl judgments are the wrath of God. This is how 
they deal with the 1 Thessalonians 5:9 verse stating that believers will not experience God’s 
wrath. 
 
Pre-Wrath Rapture 
 
This position uses the same 2 Thessalonians 2 passage above as a keystone to determine that 
the Rapture can’t happen until sometime after the midpoint of the Tribulation. 
 
Another main passage that this position is trying to reconcile is Revelation 6:12-17, which is a 
description of the 6th Seal. The important point is that it appears that there is not a single 
believer on earth at the time that the 6th Seal event happens, and it looks like we’re seeing the 
newly-raptured saints right after that in Revelation 7.   

 
3 The earliest English translations, including the Wycliffe, Tyndale, and Coverdale Bibles all translated apostasia as  
   “departure” or “departing away.” For a brief footnoted article supporting this translation choice, see Ice, Thomas.  
   “The ‘Departure’ in 2 Thessalonians 2:3.” http://www.pre-trib.org/data/pdf/Ice-TheDeparturein2Thess.pdf  
4 This event is spoken of by Jesus in Matthew 24:15, in which he directly refers to Daniel 9:27, 11:31, and 12:11.  
   Although Luke replaces the phrase with “Jerusalem surrounded by armies” (Luke 21:20) the common  
   understanding of the future Abomination of Desolation is that it will resemble the time when Antiochus Epiphanes  
   sacrificed a pig on the altar of the Temple in 167 B.C.  
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The Pre-Wrath position declares that the wrath of God (the onset of the Day of the Lord) 
begins with the 6th Seal. 
 
Within this view, there are any number of ways to line up the other events of Revelation on the 
timeline, and beliefs vary from the Rapture happening shortly after the midpoint of the 
Tribulation to about a year before the end. 
 
In my own analysis, I believe those who hold to this position have a very good point when they 
place the Rapture in conjunction with the 6th Seal, yet this can be easily reconciled with the 
belief in a Pre-Trib Rapture without making the wrong assumptions about 2 Thessalonians 2 
that we have discussed.  
 
 
Love Each Other 
 
The idea that God may allow wrong ideas in order to give us the opportunity to love each 
other was confirmed to me in the writings of T. Austin Sparks after I had been pondering it for 
some time. I wanted to make sure you had this quotation! 
 

Why God, in His foreknowledge, should put a man deeply into something which does 
not ultimately represent His mind contains a point to be noted… God’s ways in [Paul’s] 
case came to show that He may do a thing like [allowing Paul to be deeply convinced of 
his Pharisaical ways], and all His sovereignty may truly be in it, but only for a purpose, 
and a temporary purpose; namely, to give a deep and thorough first-hand knowledge 
of that which is really at best a limitation upon the full purpose of God.5 
 
 

One More Example of an Old Testament Parallel to Revelation 
 
 
I love thinking about this one, but I’m giving it to you here so you can spend some time 
pondering it. The description of Jesus in Revelation 1:13-16 is quite similar to the description of 
the man in Daniel 10:5-6.  
 

…and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and 
with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like 
snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a 
furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters.  In his right hand he held seven 
stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining 
in full strength.  Revelation 1:13-16 
 

 
5 Sparks, T. Austin. The Stewardship of the Mystery, Volume 2. Published by Emmanuel Bible Church, Reprinted  
   2010 (originally published in 1939). Page 16-17. 
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I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold 
from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the appearance of 
lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, 
and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude.   Daniel 10:5-6 

 
These are so similar that I conclude that the Son of God appeared to Daniel. It does not 
trouble me that the all-sovereign, all-powerful God of the universe was delayed by the Prince 
of Persia (mentioned a bit later in the passage). God had disinherited the nations and given 
their governance over to the elohim. For Him to directly set foot in enemy turf may have had 
legal ramifications that God would not directly violate, even though He was powerful enough 
to do so. As one friend put it, “It took a little time to get a visa!” If this bothers you, consider 
that without this explanation you are still left with the problem of any representative of God 
being delayed for 21 days. If this were Gabriel, as most conclude, he should not have been 
delayed for so long if he came under God’s authority and command. Simply put, God has not 
yet exerted His full power and authority over the world, so we should not be surprised or 
dismayed when He works within self-imposed limitations. 
 
 
Further Investigation/Resources 
 
“Eschatology Comparison,” Fivesolas.com website. http://www.fivesolas.com/esc_chrt.htm   
Eschatological Comparison chart with resources for further study. 
 
Reagan, David R. “Why a Millennium: Does Jesus Really Need to Return to Earth to Reign?” 
Lamb & Lion Ministries website. http://www.lamblion.com/articles/articles_millennium2.php  
 
Fruchtenbaum, Arnold. “Premillennialism in the Old Testament.” Lambert Dolphin’s Library 
website. http://www.ldolphin.org/otpremill.html  
 
Jones, Timothy Paul. Rose Guide to End-Times Prophecy. Rose Publishing, Carson, CA, 2011. 
A clear, respectful overview of different terms and viewpoints related to end-times prophecy.  
 


