#12: TRESPASS, (ROMANS 5:12-21)
At least a few times a week, my six year old daughter shows up in our living room with a
handful of potato chips, graham crackers, or cold cut turkey. Every time we tell her the
same thing. We say, “Brooklyn, we told you that you have to ask us before you take
something to eat from the pantry. One day you’ll be older and can make choices like this
yourself. For now, you’re six years old and we want to make sure you eat healthy, ok?”
She inevitably nods her head in understanding, only to repeat the same behavior again.
It’s the tendency of all of us. We know there are boundaries of reality, existence, and
matters of conscience… differences between the path of right and wrong. Some of
these things seem inconsequential. Is it really wrong to take a handful of turkey out of a
refrigerator and eat it when you’re a hungry first grader? No. But if you know your
parents have asked you not to, it is.
Now, when we’re getting into a car on a busy street and I can see that one of my kids
might accidentally run into the street, and we sternly warn them or snatch them out of
danger’s way, this is obvious protection from me and my wife. This is obvious guarding
of their lives and safety.

But taking food from a fridge? That’s just me and my wife setting up boundaries and
rules that I want them to follow. Even if they don’t understand these lines I still don’t
want them to cross them.
Many theologians and philosophers have debated about the fall of Adam and Eve
depicted in the book of Genesis throughout the ages. Did God ask Adam and Eve not to
eat from the knowledge tree of good and evil “just because He said so”- like asking my
kid not to eat turkey from the fridge, or did He ask them this because He thought they
were in grave danger- like asking my kid not to run into a busy street?
We won’t solve this tension. We won’t be able to figure out entirely what God’s perfect
will was in the Garden of Eden. We’ll never fully understand His mind and His
intentions. We’ll never know what existence was to be like if Adam and Eve had never
taken a bite from the apple. We do know that reality is what it is. Both Adam and Eve bit
the apple. We can’t blame Adam more, we can’t blame Eve more, we can’t blame God,
and we can’t blame the serpent. We only know what Stephen Tyler of Aerosmith in the
epic album “Toys in the Attic” wrote in the lyrics from “Adam’s Apple”
Conscience was related
Man he was created
Lady luck took him by surprise
A sweet and bitter fruit it surely opened his eyes
Well she ate it
Lordy it was love at first bite
Well she ate it
Never knowin' wrong from right right right
You might believe it’s a myth, you might believe it’s an allegory, you might believe it’s a
metaphor, you might believe it’s literal. It comes down to this. The fall of humankind
depicted in the book of Genesis describes reality as it is. That’s the main thing we need
to understand from the ancient Hebrew text. That’s the main point that Paul gets at in
Romans 5:12-21.
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Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. (Ro 5:12-14)

In the book of Genesis, lured in by the temptation of the knowledge tree of good and
evil, and the serpent’s deceit, 6 when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with
her, and he ate. (Ge 3:6) Because God had asked them not to eat it, and warned them it
would give them knowledge they weren’t supposed to know, and would bring about
death, death came about into existence. God pronounced thus to Adam; By the sweat
of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were
taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Ge 3:19)
Yes- according to the biblical narrative this was the first “sin” recorded in history. Sin did
in fact bring about death, and this death was more contagious than coronavirus,
because it spread to everyone. From the birth of Adam and Eve’s son Seth it was an
inevitable contagion in the human genome, and would continue to spread.
Paul is the only biblical writer to use Adam to explain the origin of death and sin.
Compare the deuterocanonical writings Sirach 40:1 and Tobit 8:6. Jewish writer Philo
described Adam as a representative of humanity because he was the “first.” However,
he does not comment about the implications of Adam’s fall (Philo, On the Creation,
142). Other than Paul, only the pseudepigraphal book of 2 Baruch mentions Adam’s
transgression, death, and shortened lifespan for his descendants (2 Baruch 17:2–3).1
Adam sinned and brought about a pattern that exists to this day. This is reality folks.
Sorry to say it, but we all sin. Sorry to say it, but we all die. It’s reality. No amount of self
care, self deceit, organic eating, and exercise can change it.
Adam and Eve are also often painted as villains, but aren’t they much like all of us?
Why is this surprising? I don’t know if God knew what they were going to do or not for
sure. I have the conviction that He probably did because He’s sovereign and all
knowing. One thing I do know. The fall of humankind describes reality as it is. All human
beings sin. All human beings die. This is how things are.
So are Adam and Eve idiot villains, or are they simply like all of us? Are we simply like
them and in need of rescue?
It is important to note the sins connected with their transgression. There was—(a)
Unbelief, because they denied the right to command and the penalty that existed. (b)
Ambition, because they aspired to be as gods, distinguishing between good and evil. (c)
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Sensuality, because they wished to gratify mere animal appetite. (d) Ingratitude,
because they turned against that God who had spread around them every enjoyment.2
However, it can also be surmised that the act of eating the fruit of the tree on which the
prohibition rested, was not illegitimate in itself. It became guilty only through the
prohibition. Man, therefore, found himself placed—and such was the necessary
condition of the moral development through which he had to pass—between the
inclination to eat—an inclination innocent in itself, but intended to be sacrificed—and the
positively good Divine order. At the instigation of an already existent power of revolt,
man drew from the depths of his liberty a decision whereby he adhered to the inclination
rather than to the Divine Will, and thus created in his whole race, still identified with his
person, the permanent proclivity to prefer inclination to obligation. (Prof. Godet, D.D.)3
I’ll leave it to you to wrestle with the tension. Did Adam and Eve ignorantly blow it or
willfully disobey? Maybe a bit of both. Maybe more of one than the other. One thing is
for sure. We all sin, whether in ignorance or willful disobedience. Sin destroys us and
others, and ultimately brings about death, and we need a solution for sin and death.
We don’t let our nine year old daughter consume as much social media, youtube, and
internet as she wants. She has major limits for her safety- because the online world is a
dangerous realm full of predators and content that can traumatize or endanger her. Do
we have the guarantee that she’ll abide by all of our boundaries and not find some sort
of loophole to sneak around? No. But do we want the best for her? Yes. Do we believe
in the grace of God and the forgiveness of Jesus in all circumstances? Definitely.
And God wanted perfection for humanity. Humanity couldn’t do it. We can’t do it.
Sin and death were around in the world from the time of Adam to Moses. They were
around from the time of the fall to the time of the law. Paul states that the law did not
introduce sin into the world; rather, it identified the sin that Adam had introduced.4 Why
then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come
to whom the promise had been made. (Ga 3:19)
In all of our study of Romans thus far we’ve been defining why the law had to come. It
had to clearly define God’s holiness and perfection, and clearly define human sin.
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Adam was a type of the one who was to come. The Greek word used here, typos,
referred to Adam’s role as a representative for humanity. This set a pattern for the one
who was to come—Jesus Christ.5 Look at what Romans 5:15-17 says;
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But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift
following many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man’s trespass,
death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance
of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ. (Ro 5:15-17)
This is a terrible analogy, but glam rock made the illustrious, primal, awesome music of
Kurt Cobain possible… It’s a terrible analogy because it doesn’t hold weight to what this
passage in Romans says, and it’s dang opinionated. I don’t want to alienate people that
love 80’s glam rock (ok, yes I do). I personally am grateful that I was “saved” from glam
rock and brought into the light of 90’s Seattle rock.
Music in the 80’s had become polished, fake, plastic, overproduced, and over indulgent.
Metal bands were dressing in spandex, dyeing their hair purple and loading it with Aqua
Net hairspray, and putting on big stadium concerts with pyrotechnics. Many of these
bands played music that sucked. The songs were cheesy and predictable with lame
structure. The recordings were polished and laden with reverb.
Then along came “Smells Like Teen Spirit”, released on September 10th, 1991 by
Nirvana on MTV- the same day my third daughter Madi whose name means “God’s gift
of music” was born thirty years later on September 10th, 2021. I was ten years old when
the song came out. But this song lingered around causing seismic change for years, as
Nirvana kept putting out more stuff that changed culture. By the time I was twelve and in
Middle School in 1993, the changes in culture were obvious. “Smells Like Teen Spirit”
was a primal, punk-rock, gritty, gravely, intense, emotional, and yet still pop-friendly rock
song, sung by three guys who looked like every day unkempt 20-something year olds
from the street. Everything changed.
80’s glam bands transgressed against pure music, Nirvana gave us the free gift of good
music again. See, doesn’t that analogy suck? But I like it.
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The free gift that Christ gave us is not like the trespass of Adam. Many died through
Adam’s trespass. The free gift of the grace of God abounded for many through Jesus
Christ. Do we see here that Paul is emphasizing the gift of the grace of Jesus over the
sin of Adam? Paul is not trying to plunge people into guilt here. He’s trying to point them
to freedom. He’s saying that Christ’s gift of eternal life is more powerful than Adam’s
blunder leading towards eternal death!
And look at the length to which Christ was willing to go to for us! Isaiah prophesied of
Christ’s suffering and gift of salvation to his people centuries before Christ came when
he wrote;
Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
make many to be accounted righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities. (Is 53:11)
Judgement on Adam and Eve’s apple eating brought condemnation on the world, while
the free gift, even after many trespasses, brought justification. Again, Jesus lived a
perfectly obedient life and willingly was crucified, rose again, ascended to the right hand
of God, and offered His sacrificial death in our place to justify us in God’s sight, so that
we’d have an eternal clean slate, and the Holy Spirit could come and dwell in us and
work in the world through us to help build the Kingdom for the coming righteous King.
V.17 says, “For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man,
much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ”. Again, are you seeing
how Paul emphasizes the salvation Christ offers above the death inaugurating trespass
of Adam and Eve, and thereby all humanity? This is no mistake. Paul wants us to know
that this abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness through Christ is
available to all of us! We just have to believe it and receive it fully. It’s not available for
people that reject it but for people who embrace it! No matter who they are or what
they’ve done!
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Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many
will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also
might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Ro 5:18–21)

I felt the power of sin reigning in death very recently. I was supposed to be on a 2 week
vacation from Christmas of 2021 up until the end of the second week of January. I
ended up testing positive for COVID a few days after New Years. Next thing I knew I
was living in a room by myself in my house, staying away from my wife and kids and
being a smelly hermit. (Truth be told I took daily showers but “smelly hermit” just
sounded funny so I had to write it)
You know, funny enough I had a worse attitude when I felt entitled to have a bunch of
pleasure and enjoy myself at the beginning of my time off than I did when I was
quarantined. During Christmas I got a little bit spoiled, having a lot of pie, turkey and
gravy, killer restaurant food, enjoying a good beer here and there, and smoking a few
cigars. I was living it up within the realm of “Christian liberties” for sure and enjoying it.
Then all of a sudden I got COVID, couldn’t smell anything anymore, and was banished
into a small room with a bed, bathroom with shower, baskets of laundry, books, my
laptop, phone and a chair. I enjoyed these basic things probably just as much or more
than I enjoyed the things before. Also, I became more and more grateful for my family
and all the small things of life like working out, doing dishes, and driving around in my
car that I wasn’t permitted to do. I couldn’t wait to kiss my wife’s delicious mouth, hug
and snuggle my four month old baby, and cuddle under a blanket with my six and nine
year old daughters to watch a movie together and eat popcorn. Perspective is a HUGE
thing. We are grateful as much as we’re cultivated and willing to be.
Sin and death are an awful reality that we all have to deal with. Sin causes turmoil for
human beings. Death brings catastrophic grief. Coronavirus has caused 5,460,000
deaths globally since its onset. Think of the families that have been torn apart… 5.46
Million deaths!
Isn’t it so relieving to know that GOD’S RESPONSE TO SIN AND DEATH IS TO
COUNTERACT IT WITH MORE AND MORE GRACE? Christ’s righteousness,
obedience, and eternal life-giving reign of grace is so much more powerful than any
power in the universe!
If you decided to daily stop by my house and dump horse manure all over it, and my
response was to daily stop by your house and give you a gift basket with assorted
cheeses, sausages and beverages- you’d think I’m nuts. People also think God is nuts
for offering His Son to die for us. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. (1 Co 15:21–22)

John Mark McMillan stated it so well in his song “Dress us up”. It so well summarizes
Romans 5:12-21.
Dress us up
In your righteousness
Bring us in
With a ring and a kiss
When you walk into the room you
Know I can't resist
Every bottle of perfume
Always ends up on the floor in a mess
You make us sparkle
And you make us shine
Like the stars who sing
On your chorus lines
Through space and time
We'll harmonize
Where deep meets deep
Like the ocean meets the sky
The sun and the moon
They're coming out
Of their grave just for you
The dead man
And the cynical too
They're coming out of their grave
And it's just for you
Cause the love of God is stronger
Than the power of death
Dress us up
In the blood of a son
Who opened up his veins
So that we would overcome
Hell and the grave
In the power of his love
After three dark days

He showed us how it's done
And he still does
Cause the love of God is stronger
The love of God is stronger
The love of God is stronger
Than the power of death
His love is stronger stronger
Believe it friends. It’s true. His love is stronger than the power of death.

