
#20: TRIUMPH, (ROMANS 8:31-39)
I’ll never forget the day when the Cleveland Cavaliers won the NBA Finals in 2016. I’m
not even close to the basketball fan I was when I was in fourth through sixth grade, but I
literally lifted my wife up off the couch into the air. I went outside and started screaming
and hollering. Many people on my Akron, Ohio city street were outside as well. We were
cheering our team on together. We were celebrating victory and triumph. Some of you
non-Northeast Ohio people may not understand. The Cavaliers had won their first
championship in franchise history, ending a 52-year pro sports championship drought
for the city of Cleveland.1 This was a real big deal. We thought we would continually be
defeated on the fronts of football, baseball, and basketball for the rest of eternity. The
2016 Cavs victory was a HUGE win for us!

Paul ended chapter eight of Romans by emphasizing how believers could look forward
to Christ’s ultimate victory over earthly suffering and supernatural oppression. God’s
plan of salvation had resulted in total victory. Nothing on heaven or earth could separate
believers from the love of God in Christ!2 If any part of Romans has been discouraging
or overly convicting to you thus far, Romans 8:31-39 is certainly a passage of great
encouragement, empowerment, and hope for all of us!
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Paul jumps in;
31 What, then, are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us?
(Romans 8:31)

Up to this point in the letter Paul had repeatedly emphasized the opposition of the flesh,
sin, and even the law to Jesus followers. Here Paul declared that what mattered was
not what was against them, but who was for them—God Himself.3 The first question is
general, “What, then, shall we say in response to this?” (cf. 4:1; 6:1; 9:14, 30) The
obvious response to 8:28–30 would be to say “Hallelujah,” or to stand in open-mouthed
amazement.4 And what a powerful thing to have the God of the universe on our side!
We must realize that this is the Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer! Let me repeat y’all,
HE IS ON OUR SIDE! The One who breathed life into everything is FOR US!

It’s easy to get discouraged by the things of life. Life is overwhelming. Bad things
happen. Difficulties can seem to drown us. What a promise we have to know that the
God of the Universe is FOR US!

We never want to overemphasize our enemies. This doesn’t mean that we put
ourselves into a place of blind idealism that ignores the struggle that we have against
the devil, sin, death, and our flesh. This doesn’t mean that we don’t get wounded by
people emotionally, psychologically, physically, and spiritually. This means that we
understand that Jesus is more powerful than all of those things, and God can put that
inside of us and help us own that truth!

Let’s let that eternal hope continue to sink in! Paul continues;
32 He did not even spare his own Son but gave him up for us all. How will he not also
with Him grant us everything? (Romans 8:32)

It is astounding to realize that God’s plan of salvation for people is a program that
reaches from eternity past to eternity future which God will carry out perfectly.5 What an
amazing gift from the Lord of the Cosmos! The word “spare” (epheisato, from
pheidomai) is the same word used in the Septuagint in Genesis 22:12 where the NIV
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translates it “withheld.” God said to Abraham, “You have not withheld your son.”6 God, in
His holy character, had the right to, but would NEVER have genuinely asked Abraham
to sacrifice Isaac on the altar, and give his son over, the child of the promise that God
had made. God was testing Isaac, yes, to some degree. God was also foreshadowing
the day when HE would be the One to sacrifice His One and only, perfect Son.

The fact that God gave us His Son underscores the future inheritance of believers as
children of God and co-heirs with Christ.7 Death did not defeat Jesus. Jesus rose again.
Death will not defeat us who are in Christ either. We will rise again. We will inherit the
new heavens and the new earth. We will inherit sinless, resurrected bodies. The
struggle on this earth is real though. Obviously, Satan and his demonic hosts are
against Jesus followers, but they cannot ultimately prevail and triumph over Jesus
followers. God is the self-existent One and the sovereign Creator and, since He is for
Jesus followers, no one can oppose them successfully.8

So, with all of this in mind, we;

11 Put on the full armor of God so that we can stand against the schemes of the devil. 12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, spiritual forces in
the heavens. 13 For this reason we take up the full armor of God, so that we may be able
to resist in the evil day, and having prepared everything, to take our stand.
(Eph 6:11–13)

And, we are to;

8 Be sober-minded, be alert. Our adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring
lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 9 We are to resist him, firm in the faith, knowing
that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by our fellow believers
throughout the world. (1 Pe 5:8–9)

But we do ALL of these things, we go on the offensive and defensive against the devil
and the world he’s poisoning, from the stance of VICTORY! God will grant us everything
we need in Christ to withstand whatever comes our way. The real fruit of this is not
wealth, health, self-assurance, success, or results. Since God gave the greatest
Sacrifice of all, His own Son, He will certainly not hesitate to give believers all other
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things pertaining to and leading to their ultimate sanctification.9 “His divine power has
given us everything required for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who
called us by his own glory and goodness.” (2 Pe 1:3) The fruit of the victory of Christ on
the cross is suffering that leads us to genuine character and heart change. The gift of
Christ’s gift to us is the gift of Christ Himself. It’s the gift of Christ making us more and
more like Him despite ourselves, and this is a result of the gospel and forgiveness.

33 Who can bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies.
(Romans 8:33)

God’s elect are those who have been chosen as children of God.10 How and by what
nature God calls us to Himself, and whether He initiates the call to Himself or we
choose, or we simultaneously choose while He initiates, or He initiates one millisecond
before we choose Him or vice versa, “This wondrous knowledge is beyond us.
It is lofty; We are unable to reach it.” (Psalm 139:6) One thing is certain. When we have
been elected through the body and blood of Jesus Christ to belong to God as His true
children, we KNOW it!

And this is why nothing coming against us, even the worst things imaginable, can shake
this fact- WE BELONG TO GOD!!!! Satan is identified as “the accuser” of God’s people.
His accusations are valid, because they are based on the Jesus follower’s sinfulness
and defilement. But Satan’s accusations will be thrown out of court, because it is God
who justifies. The Judge Himself declares the accused person righteous on the basis of
his faith in Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:24; 5:1). As a result all accusations are dismissed and
no one can bring an accusation that will stand.11

I hope you know today friend, that you have a flawless advocate in the court of life,
heaven and earth named Jesus Christ, who throws out all the garbage that satan, the
world, and the voices of discouragement and despair can throw at you! All the
traumatic, severe, and untrue words that have been spoken over you your entire life, all
the criticisms, all the threats, all the hatred. It’s thrown in the garbage. Jesus speaks a
new word over you which is life giving and a declaration of freedom from sin, satan,
death, and defeat in the midst of trial and struggle. In legal contexts, the Greek word
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used here for “one who justifies” is dikaioō, and refers to acquitting or vindicating. Jesus’
death accomplished the justification of believers.12

This assurance we have in Christ is an eternal promise. One day,

The salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Christ
Will have come,
because the accuser of our brothers and sisters,
who accuses them
before our God day and night,
Will have been thrown down. (Re 12:10) Hallelujah!!!

So,

34 Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is the one who died, but even more, has
been raised; he also is at the right hand of God and intercedes for us. (Romans 8:34)

My friend, you, in Christ, are not subject to condemnation (v. 1). Christ’s death has
covered your sin (3:25), and His resurrection has imparted righteousness and life (4:25;
8:10).13 No one can condemn you! The One who deserved no condemnation became
Your condemnation so that you wouldn’t be condemned! And He has all the authority!

From now on (and into eternity), the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the
power of God.” (Lk 22:69) He is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of
his nature, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Heb 1:3) And because He
remains forever, he holds his priesthood permanently. Therefore, He is able to save
completely those who come to God through him, since he always lives to intercede for
them. (Heb 7:24–25)

Nothing can shake Christ, therefore,
35 Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or distress or persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:

Because of you
we are being put to death all day long;
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we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered. (Romans 8:35-36)

Here, Paul quotes Psa 44:22 to point out that God’s people have always encountered
opposition.14 It’s no surprise that those who genuinely possess this gift incur the
jealousy and hatred of those who twist, distort, religionize and demoralize this incredible
love we have in Christ! They don’t understand it! Some part of them wants to, but they
haven’t captured it! Therefore, dear Christ seeker- your status of being elected and
owned by the God of the Universe leads them to despise you. Do you want to know who
genuinely belongs to Jesus? Look at the people who are capable of speaking the truth
in love, and continuing to show grace to, while not neutrally, blindly tolerating, both the
religious and immoral evils of others. Nothing can separate such people from the love of
Christ. Nothing.

Nonetheless, life throws a lot at us. Some of us less, some of us more, than others. The
apostle suggested seven things a believer might experience that some might think could
come between a believer and Christ’s love.15 And by the way, it’s important to
understand that Paul experienced all seven of these things! Look what Paul writes to
the Corinthian Church in 2 Corinthians 11;

23 Are they servants of Christ? I’m talking like a madman—I’m a better one: with far
more labors, many more imprisonments, far worse beatings, many times near death.

24 Five times I received the forty lashes minus one from the Jews. 25 Three times I was
beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked. I have
spent a night and a day in the open sea. 26 On frequent journeys, I faced dangers from
rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own people, dangers from Gentiles,
dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, and dangers among false
brothers; 27 toil and hardship, many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, often without
food, cold, and without clothing. 28 Not to mention other things, there is the daily
pressure on me: my concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak?
Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? (2 Co 11:23–29)

We want security, we want safety, we want ease, we want a fortress around us, a
“Christian Nation” that will allow us to do as we please, and to abuse and take for
granted, all of our freedoms and liberties. Paul instead reiterates, we are being put to
death all day long; we are counted as sheep to be slaughtered. “The whole day long”
Describes a constant threat of death.

15 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
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Paul experienced:

1. Affliction,
2. Distress (thilpsis, “pressure or trouble”; mentioned frequently by Paul in 2 Cor.)

or hardship (stenochōria, lit., “narrowness,” i.e., being pressed in, hemmed in,
crowded)16

3. Persecution = harassment, oppression
4. Famine = prolonged, pandemic hunger
5. Nakedness = exposure from being under-clothed in a certain situation
6. Danger = a risk of peril, and
7. “The Sword”- which can mean physical threat or war itself.17

And again, Paul quoted Psalm 44:22 to remind his readers that in this life the people of
God must face much affliction (cf. John 16:33) including even martyrdom for some. In
the early days of the church one or more Christians were martyred every day, or faced
the possibility of it. Their persecutors valued Christians’ lives as nothing more than
animals to be butchered.18

So why do we think that life is supposed to be easy? Why do we think that following
Jesus is supposed to be a lax, luxury life filled with creature comforts and ease? Who
are we kidding? We’ve been bamboozled by smart phones, social media, money,
consumerism, individualism, and the Western Dream. It’s time to wake up and smell the
Word of God in all it’s raw purity!

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Ro 8:37-39)

In all these adversities, rather than being separated from Christ’s love, believers are
more than conquerors (pres. tense, hypernikōmen, “keep on being conquerors to a
greater degree” or “keep on winning a glorious victory”) through Him who loved us.
Jesus Christ and His love for believers enables them to triumph!19
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There may be a relationship that is crushing you, a job that is overwhelming, anxiety
that pierces your heart, depression that keeps you unable from getting out of bed in the
morning, someone taunting you or abusing you that you wish would just disappear, an
addiction that you can’t shake, a failure that haunts you, and joy that eludes you every
time you think you’ve finally grasped it.

But “we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us!” Lean into Jesus, friend.
He cares more about your racial identity and story than you ever could. He cares more
about the purifying of your sexuality than you could ever attempt. He is your sobriety. He
is your joy. He is your peace. He is your satisfaction. He is your victory.

In Rom 8:35 & 8:38, Paul appears to be contrasting human suffering inflicted by natural
causes with supernatural oppression inflicted by angels, rulers, or powers.20 So while
looking at Romans 8:35, we identified the worst things that could possibly happen to us
in this life, and through the power of the gospel were able to declare that Christ is
triumphant over, in and through all of those things! As we look at Romans 8:38-39, we
see that the grand schemes and heavenly powers of existence are also subjected to the
rule, reign, and love of Jesus!

Paul’s list of 10 items begins with death, where the list of 7 items in verse 35 ended.
These elements in God’s universe include the extremes of existence: (1) death and (2)
life (in either death [2 Cor. 5:8–9] or life, believers are in God’s presence); the extremes
of created spiritual armies: (3) angels and (4) demons (angels would not and demons
could not undo God’s relationship with His redeemed ones); the extremes in time: (5)
the present and (6) the future (nothing known now, e.g., the hardships listed in Rom.
8:35, or in the unknown time to come); spiritual enemies: (7) powers (perhaps Satan
and his demons; cf. Eph. 6:12; or possibly human governments); the extremes in space:
(8) height and (9) depth (nothing overhead or underneath can suddenly come swooping
down or up to sever believers from God’s love); and (10) everything in the entire created
realm. Absolutely nothing in His Creation can thwart His purpose for followers of Christ.
What a climactic way to affirm the certainty of our salvation!21

Friend, whatever you are facing today, Jesus is bigger, Jesus is stronger, Jesus is
louder, Jesus is superior, to that thing. You may not have felt it as you were reading this,
but my prayer is that Jesus Himself would make it known to you by the end of this
sentence!
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