
#22: GENUINE, (ROMANS 9:6-18)
Does anyone remember Milli Vanilli?

Milli Vanilli was a German-French R&B duo from Munich. The group was founded by
Frank Farian in 1988 and consisted of Fab Morvan and Rob Pilatus. Their debut album,
“All or Nothing” in Europe, reconfigured as “Girl You Know It's True” in the United
States, achieved international success and brought them a Grammy Award for Best
New Artist on 21 February 1990.

They became one of the most popular pop acts in the late 1980s and early 1990s, with
millions of records sold. However, their success turned to infamy when it was
discovered that Morvan and Pilatus did not sing any of the vocals on their music
releases. They ended up returning their Grammy Award for Best New Artist. 1

At one point, everyone thought that Fab and Rob were real singers, then at one point, it
was discovered that they weren’t real singers, but were posturing themselves as real
singers.

1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milli_Vanilli
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Though the apostle Paul was greatly in anguish in seeing many of his fellow Israelites
reject the Messiah, though Paul deeply wished that the people who had historically
been the people of God would have continued to be the people of God, Paul also
understood clearly that not all who appear to be the people of God are, in fact, the
people of God. Some are like Milli Vanilli and appear to be God’s people outwardly, but
really aren’t genuinely the real deal!

Paul continues in Romans 9:6;
6 Now it is not as though the word of God has failed, because not all who are descended
from Israel are Israel. (Romans 9:6)

God made promises to the patriarchs and Israel (see Rom 4:13–21). Paul here
addresses the implication that God’s plan as revealed through Scripture had failed
because ethnic Israel responded negatively to the fulfillment of His promises through
Christ. However, “not all those who were descended from Israel were truly Israel”. Many
Jews appealed to their descent from Abraham as a symbol of their ongoing special
relationship with God (compare Matt 3:9; John 8:39). Paul asserts that true membership
in God’s chosen people is based on faith, not physical ancestry.2

So the fact that God had promised promises to Israel didn’t mean that Israel was faithful
to God or genuinely knew God.

The fact that people had a certain upbringing, claim a certain religious, denominational,
socio-cultural, or political affiliation does not guarantee that they know God either. In
fact, God has often, throughout history, baffled the religious, denominational,
socio-cultural and politically arrogant by calling those of opposite or different affiliation
than themselves to true faithfulness and flourishing in Christ. We don’t want to drown in
our own silos and miss all that God is doing!

To illustrate this reality that God, in one sense, sovereignly knows, and in even another
more mind-blowing sense, sovereignly chooses who will genuinely know him, Paul
gives three Old Testament illustrations of God’s sovereignty (Isaac and Ishmael, 9:7–9;
Jacob and Esau, vv. 10–13; and Pharaoh, vv. 14–18)3

Let us look at each of these OT illustrations.

1. Isaac and Ishmael
7 Neither is it the case that all of Abraham’s children are his descendants., On the
contrary, your offspring will be traced through Isaac., 8 That is, it is not the children by

3 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, pp. 476–477). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.

2 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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physical descent who are God’s children, but the children of the promise are considered
to be the offspring. 9 For this is the statement of the promise: At this time I will come,
and Sarah will have a son., (Romans 9:7-9)

God made a sovereign choice among the physical descendants of Abraham in
establishing the spiritual line of promise. Ishmael, born to Hagar (Gen. 16)—and the six
sons of Keturah as well (Gen. 25:1–4)—were Abraham’s descendants (sperma), but
they were not counted as Abraham’s children (tekna, “born ones”) in the line of promise.
Instead, as God told Abraham (Gen. 21:12), It is through Isaac that your offspring will be
reckoned (lit., “in Isaac seed [sperma] will be called to you”). Paul repeated the principle
for emphasis in different words: It is not the natural children (lit., “the born ones of the
flesh”) who are God’s children (tekna, “born ones of God”), but it is the children (tekna)
of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring (sperma). To be a physical
descendant of Abraham is not enough; one must be chosen by God (cf. “chosen” in
Rom. 8:33) and must believe in Him (4:3, 22–24). God’s assurance that the promise
would come through Isaac, not Ishmael, was given to Abraham: At the appointed time I
will return, and Sarah will have a son (a somewhat free quotation of Gen. 18:10 from the
LXX).4

Isaac, The son of promise, was born to Abraham through his wife, Sarah. Genesis
21:1-7 narrates this instance;5

The Lord came to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had
promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the
appointed time God had told him. 3 Abraham named his son who was born to him—the
one Sarah bore to him—Isaac. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham
circumcised him, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old
when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Sarah said, “God has made me laugh, and
everyone who hears will laugh with me.”, 7 She also said, “Who would have told
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne a son for him in his old
age.” (Ge 21:1–7)

God fulfilled His promise to Abraham through Isaac, as Genesis 12:2 & 15:4–6
underscore;6

6 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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2 I will make you into a great nation,
I will bless you,
I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing. (Ge 12:2)

4 Now the word of the Lord came to him: “This one will not be your heir; instead, one
who comes from your own body will be your heir.” 5He took him outside and said, “Look
at the sky and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “Your
offspring will be that numerous.” 6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as
righteousness. (Ge 15:4–6)

Romans 9:8 emphasizes that being included among the children of God depends on
God’s faithfulness to His promise, not a person’s physical descent from Abraham.7

Some Christians today think that because they’re affiliated with, or somehow connected
to, a great leader, or a “hero of the faith” from the present or the past, famous, or not
famous, that somehow, they are inheritors of the promises of Christ.

But God can gift the promises of Jesus to whomever He wants. He doesn’t care about
our doctrinal affiliations, our love for theologians, our love for pastors, or our
connections to denominations or networks. When people “believe the Lord”, the Lord
will credit it to them as righteousness. This type of belief can spring straight out of the
heart and mouth of the most vehement agnostic, the most notorious sinner, and the
least likely candidates for God’s grace that we could imagine!

2. Jacob and Esau

Here, Paul continues to oppose the implication from Rom 9:6 that God had failed in His
promises to Israel. Paul’s primary defense comes from differentiating between an Israel
based on ethnicity and an Israel based on God’s choice. Being a member of ethnic
Israel does not qualify a person for the promised blessing or the inheritance associated
with the promise (vv. 7–9). Paul draws on the events of Gen 25:21–26 as evidence that
natural descent—even descent from Isaac, Abraham’s child of promise—does not
guarantee God’s favor or choice. Both Jacob and Esau were natural descendants of
Abraham through Isaac, but only Jacob was chosen by God to bear the promise of

7 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:8). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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nationhood (see Gen 15:4–6). This event from Israel’s national history serves as an
explanation for the present situation.8

10 And not only that, but Rebekah conceived children through one man, our father Isaac.
11 For though her sons had not been born yet or done anything good or bad, so that
God’s purpose according to election might stand—12 not from works but from the one
who calls—she was told, The older will serve the younger., 13 As it is written: I have
loved Jacob, but I have hated Esau., (Romans 9:10-13)

“Rebekah’s sons had not been born yet or done anything good or bad”. This illustrated
that God’s selection of Jacob over Esau was not based on anything Jacob had done.
And the Greek word used here for election, eklogē, refers to a choice or selection. Paul
is referring to God’s choice to have Jacob and his descendants bear the promise he had
made to Abraham (Gen 12:1–2; 15:4–6). Paul is emphasizing God’s sovereign right as
Creator to act free from any constraints imposed by human actions.9

Is God here being depicted as a ruthless, cold puppet master pulling the strings of
robotic human automatons?

We know that not to be true, because all of us have free will and autonomy that isn’t
tethered to God’s will.

No, God is not a ruthless, cold puppet master. God is rather the knower of all things who
lives outside of time, and is to be adored and revered. He is worthy of all our adoration
and reverence!

Yet if this is true, why does Romans 9:13 present such seemingly harsh, nasty
language, making God appear like a masochistic tyrant? This verse states; “as it is
written: Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated”. Did God somehow “love” Jacob, agreeing with
his Mother Rebekah, and “hate” Esau, disagreeing with his Father Isaac?

This is not at all what this text means. When we dive in deeper, we see that Paul is
citing Malachi 1:2–3 to summarize how God selected Jacob over Esau, even though
both were sons of Isaac. In the context of Malachi, “Esau” refers collectively to the
Edomite nation, the descendants of Esau. Yahweh’s statement in Malachi 1:2–3 reflects
the respective roles of Jacob (i.e. Israel) and Esau (i.e., Edom) within redemptive
history. God chose Israel to bear the promise and enjoy other privileges (see Rom
9:4–5). It is in this sense that He loved Jacob but hated Esau.10

When we look at Malachi 1:2-3 this truth is unlocked for us;

10 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:11–13). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

9 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:11–13). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. Yet you ask, “How have you loved us?” “Wasn’t
Esau Jacob’s brother?” This is the Lord’s declaration. “Even so, I loved Jacob, 3 but I
hated Esau. I turned his mountains into a wasteland, and gave his inheritance to the
desert jackals.” (Mal 1:2–3)

Malachi 1:2-3 is being directly quoted by Paul here to point out the historic reality that
God allowed the nation of Esau, or “Edom” to have its mountains turned into a
wasteland, and inheritance given to the desert jackals.

Also, the concept of “hate” depicted in Romans 9:13 is somewhat analogous to how
Jesus uses the word in John 12:25, where He states; “The one who loves his life will
lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” Obviously
Jesus didn’t mean that we should hate every aspect of our existence in this world. He
meant that, in comparison to our eternal life in Him, we should relatively have hatred
towards our temporal existence in this life.

God did not “hate” Esau. But history proved that the legacy of Esau’s descendants was
a downward spiral, and God knew this would come to be. The legacy of Edom proved to
be cut off from God’s covenant promises.

God knows everything that will come to be. We need to trust Him. He is the author of all
life and all history. Those who ignore Him, defy Him or twist Him will certainly meet their
reckoning, and be handed over to one who cares nothing for them- the enemy of their
souls satan himself. God will never force His love on anyone. Those who ignore, defy,
or twist His love get handed over to satan, who will ignore their pleas, defy all that’s
good for them, and twist their minds into madness. Thus we look at the example of
Pharaoh:

3. Pharaoh
14 What should we say then? Is there injustice with God? Absolutely not! 15 For he tells
Moses, I will show mercy to whom I will show mercy, and I will have compassion on
whom I will have compassion. 16 So then, it does not depend on human will or effort but
on God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture tells Pharaoh, I raised you up for this
reason so that I may display my power in you and that my name may be proclaimed in
the whole earth. 18 So then, he has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy and he
hardens whom he wants to harden. (Ro 9:14–18)

God is, and never will be, unjust, or a purveyor of injustice, though many who proclaim
His Name may purport, support, and turn a blind eye to injustice.



Paul quotes Exod 33:19, stating that God will show mercy to whom He shows mercy. In
Exodus, really both Israel and Pharaoh rebelled against God; consequently, they were
subject to God’s judgment. God would have been right to punish both parties, but He
showed mercy to Israel. God was righteous in that He judged Pharaoh for his unbelief,
but He was also righteous in that He granted mercy to Israel. This simultaneous display
of God’s righteousness in judgment and mercy is also evident in the death and
resurrection of Christ. God judges sin (Rom 8:3), showing that the cost of it is God’s
innocent Son, yet He also grants mercy to people controlled by it (5:11). In this way,
God’s righteousness is revealed.11

The big point: the salvation of people through Christ has absolutely nothing to do with
human will or effort but entirely on the God who shows mercy. Those who truly know
God are truly, one-hundred percent aware of this mercy.

Why in the world would we want to be in the position of Pharaoh in history in any
sense? Why would we test God? Why would we pursue, or allow ourselves to develop a
“hard heart”? Why would we want our mark on reality and history to be that God
“displayed his power in us and His Name was proclaimed in the whole earth” because
of our infamy, foolishness, stubbornness, sinfulness, and disobedience? May it never be
so! May it never be said of us! Who on this entire earth would ever wish this upon
themselves? We only deceive ourselves into this tragic thinking.

No doubt, like Pharaoh, we are all responsible for our actions. We can live lives of
bitterness, hatred, and arrogance, looking to destroy the people of God and destroy the
work of God, or we can live lives of gratitude, love, and humility, looking to build up the
people of God and further advance the Word of God and the Kingdom of God. In a
sense the choice is ours, in another sense God already knows what we’re going to do,
and He’s already gone ahead of us to make sure that His purposes get accomplished
no matter what we do.

May we not be like Milli Vanilli and “blame it on the rain” when we really know we’re the
ones to blame! (A corny joke I know, but I had to get it in there!)

And the great news- all our blame, all our shame, all our folly, all our misdeeds, and all
our mistakes have already been absorbed by the blows inflicted on Christ Himself! God
has had great mercy on us by the power, love and forgiveness of the gospel!
So, like the Gentiles of the first century, God, through Christ, calls the addicts, the fools,
the criminals, the thieves, the liars, the racists, the political radicals, the homophobes,
the apathetic, the sex freaks, the arrogant, the self righteous, the cynical, the confused,
the envious, the jealous, and the money launderers to be 100% entirely, completely,
totally forgiven of all sins, past, present and future, and move into sobriety, wisdom, civic

11 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:15). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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duty, financial integrity, honesty, sacrificial love for all neighbors, agape love for people
of all political persuasions, LGBTQ graciousness and understanding, fiery passion and
purpose, holiness and sexual purity, humility, Godward worship, meekness, clarity in the
truth of Scripture, celebration of the successes of others, and above reproach financial
ethics! You’re invited wherever you’re at to believe that He rose from the dead to
ransom your soul for eternity!


