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READING LESSON 9: WRITING IN BOOKS 

Books are not museum pieces. Don’t write in a collector’s edition or an ancient copy of 
something, but otherwise it’s not only okay, but it’s GOOD to write in them. 
 
John Piper: 
 

 “If it’s worth reading, it’s worth writing in.”  
 
When you underline or mark main points in your book (or even jot down your questions in 
the margins), you can go back after you’re done with the book and revisit those points. If you 
start to read things that are harder for you, this will become especially necessary. Harder 
books will take you longer to read, and by the end or by the time you pick it up again, you 
can lose the overall flow. Each time you pick the book up, go back and glance at some of your 
underlines to get the feel for where you were.  
 
Good readers are more active in their reading and put out a little more effort. They demand 
more of themselves and the text they’re reading. Marking a book while you read it is 
indispensable to reading because it keeps you wide awake and allows you to express your 
thoughts in words. If you can’t express it, you don’t understand it. Making notes also helps 
you remember what you’ve read (and be able to find it more easily). 
 
Reading is more active than watching a movie because you have to participate in the creative 
process by visualizing the scene for yourself—imagining the sights and sounds instead of only 
experiencing them the way the director does. But reading can still become a substitute for 
thinking well if you aren’t reading with intention. If you’re reading something without 
marking it up, ask yourself what you want out of that information.  
 
Procedure 
 
Let’s start with whether you’re marking the book itself or writing in a notebook. The 
advantages to writing in the book itself are largely about convenience and lack of disruption. 
If you have to track down your notebook each time you read or even move your eyes back 
and forth from your page to the notebook, you’re less likely to use it. It takes longer to copy a 
sentence than to underline it. When it comes to full paragraphs, you’re not so likely to copy 
them out, while it’s very easy to just bracket them. You could take notes on a computer, but 
many people don’t want to do that while they’re reading.  
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If your notes are in a separate place from the book, you can’t see how they fit into the overall 
flow of the book. By flipping back through pages you’ve marked in the actual book, your eyes 
and brain are taking in a lot of the surrounding context along with your underlines.  
 
Sometimes you just can’t write in a book because it’s borrowed. If I’m reading a book that 
I’m not going to buy, instead of writing in a notebook as I go, I use post-it flags to mark the 
places I want to take notes on, then I go back through when I’m done with the book (or with 
each chapter if it’s a lot) and transfer those things to my computer.  
 
Assuming that we’re writing in the book itself, what should you use? I prefer a pencil. It’s 
there but it’s not loud. I can erase and fix it if my notes are hard to read or if I got sloppy. It 
always works, unlike a pen that sometimes needs to be primed again if you haven’t used it 
for a while. Pencils feel studious. If you’re writing in a notebook instead of directly in the 
book, I’d tell you to get a pen that you really love to write with—something pretty or 
interesting that makes you want to hold it. But for writing in books, I just like a plain #2 pencil 
with a sharpener nearby. 
 
What to Mark 
 

• As you read, search for main points that serve as summaries for the surrounding 
support. It’s not always the first/main sentence of a paragraph, and it doesn’t even 
have to be a complete sentence. I’m always thinking, “When I go back and skim 
through this book, would I want to be reminded of this point?” If so, underline it. 
 

• Things you might want to share with someone else. It might be something you 
appreciate or that relates to a conversation you had with someone.  

 
• Mark the structural elements in a book. Sometimes I circle or box the subheadings or 

number them if they’re not already numbered. Make the structure stand out. You 
may not need that later, but it keeps you aware of the structure as you’re reading 
and makes you more alert to the flow. 

 
• Put question marks in the margins if something is confusing or if you think you might 

not agree. Add written comments if you can put those thoughts into words. 
 

• You may want to have some kind of code you use with different symbols. For 
example, if I were reading a gardening book, I might want to put a little triangle next 
to any suggestion I think I want to try in my own garden. Then it’s easy to find those 
things when I go back and flip pages. For a theology book, you could use a check mark 
for something you want to study further. I often put a smiley face when the author is 
funny. I put an exclamation point when something surprises me. These are always 
good to look back on. If you’re creating a code for the first time and you’re afraid 
you’ll forget what you meant, write it out on an index card and use it as a bookmark. 
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• I often write the word “summary” next to key paragraphs that summarize an entire 
chapter or section. Then I know to look there for an overview. 

 
• In some books, it’s helpful to finish a chapter by going back to the first page of the 

chapter and writing a short summary of the contents.  
 
Imagine that you’ve done all this as you read a book. If you take one more reading session 
before you put the book away to go back and page through the book, reading only your 
marked sections and notes, you will remember so much more than if you merely read the 
book without ever marking it.  
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LITERATURE LESSON 3: OBSTACLES TO INTERPRETATION 

 
Dr. Michael Heiser’s list of ten obstacles to good interpretation1: 
 

1. Translation. Translations are not perfect, and all translations involve interpretation. 
But the fact that the Bible was written in languages that are foreign to us is a very 
large obstacle to overcome. 

 
2. Presuppositions. We all bring our own experiences, backgrounds, and the different 

contexts that we’ve learned in. There are even a lot of different subcultures within 
our own country. People who were raised in an evangelical context will assume 
different things when reading the Bible than someone who was taught Catholic 
catechism. People of different races bring different things to the text, as do people of 
different genders and ages. We’ve all been taught different things by various 
teachers, some of which were accurate, while some weren’t. These things all form 
presuppositions that are difficult to recognize within ourselves. Just because we have 
the same Spirit within us doesn’t mean we all think the same way.  It’s important for 
all of us to seek out the kinds of people who might see things differently than we do 
and to not feel threatened by this. When you can, find those people who think pretty 
clearly about the bigger picture issues and don’t get too caught up in the weeds, 
insisting that everything fit into a certain system. 

 
3. The Author. We’re always trying to get at the author’s meaning when we study the 

Bible, but we don’t always know who the author was of a certain book. And when we 
do, we may not know anything at all about that person. It takes a little work to find 
out the author’s meaning under these conditions. 

 
4. The Reader. We are our own obstacle sometimes! Like we said under 

“presuppositions,” we bring our own meaning to the text based on our own 
experiences. But when the response of the reader begins to dictate what the text 
means, this is a problem. 

 
5. The Medium.  God decided to give us a written book to transmit his thoughts to us, 

but it’s important to recognize that this is a restrictive medium. Written text has 
some serious limitations. Without voice inflections, facial expressions, and body 
language, we are very likely to misunderstand some things. God decided that written 

                                                             
1 Heiser, Dr. Michael S. BI101 Introducing Biblical Interpretation: Contexts and Resources. Logos 
Mobile Ed Course. 



Let’s Learn!                                                                                                                                             

 12 

documents with human participation in the writing of them would be the best way to 
communicate, but let’s recognize the limitations of the written medium. 

 
6. The Meaning. Getting at the meaning can really be a challenge sometimes. The core 

truths about salvation and how to please God are never in question, but some 
passages have ambiguity. There is room for different interpretations. Sometimes 
there is more than one “real” meaning, which is actually evidenced by the way New 
Testament authors quote the Old Testament. They sometimes put a whole different 
spin on the meaning than what would have been possible to see from Old Testament 
times. I suspect that this ambiguity is deliberate on God’s part. If everything were 
crystal-clear, there would be no need to devote ourselves to studying and to the 
whole enterprise of “knowing God.” Another reason I think God may have built some 
ambiguity into the text is to allow it to transcend generations and cultures. What was 
crystal-clear two thousand years ago may seem completely irrelevant to us today. 
Finally, I think God just allows us to have different interpretations because he wants 
us to choose to love each other and learn graciousness toward each other in those 
circumstances. Academic biblical scholars who have fundamental disagreements 
usually have camaraderie with each other and respect for each other. It’s harder for 
those of us in the pews who don’t know about the intricacies of the text to actually 
get along when we disagree, yet God gives us that opportunity time after time.  

 
7. Precedent. The way the Bible has been interpreted throughout history has changed in 

various times and places. The methods used for interpretation can vary widely, just 
like there can be different philosophies of translation. In one era, it was popular (and 
considered correct) to interpret mostly allegorically, but now that’s quite frowned 
upon. We have to stay humble and honest in light of this. 

 
8. Context. There are multiple contexts to consider when it comes to the Bible, but the 

one we’re talking about here is historical context.  We live in a context that is foreign 
to the ones that were present when the biblical authors wrote. For that matter, the 
contexts of the authors themselves varied greatly. We need to separate our own 
modern context from all of these and learn to see the differences.  

 
9. Relevance. Whether or not a passage applies to us personally will affect the way we 

interpret it.  
 

10. Validation. When we interpret scripture, we want some sort of assurance that we’re 
getting it right. We know we can’t be perfect, yet we want to get as close as we can. 
But we can’t have exhaustive knowledge that we can grasp in complete certainty 
about our own conclusions. We’re not omniscient. That’s just good to recognize: I 
might be wrong! We need to work from a plausibility scale, as to which 
interpretations are most likely to be correct. It’s part of the skill set that you get from 
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experience. Simply concluding that we got it right and failing to recognize that we 
might have made a mistake causes us to be cemented into interpretations that lead 
us in wrong directions. You can land on interpretations that are more plausible than 
others, but we’re taking on a task in which there will never be a positively certain 
stamp of approval from God. It’s the nature of the task when finite people are 
searching out the ways of an infinite Creator. 

 
If we recognize early on the process that we’re up against these obstacles to good 
interpretation, we’ll get better at recognizing when they are influencing us and we’ll learn to 
get beyond them to the intended meaning of the text. 
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STORY TIME: HOMETOWN BOY1 

Luke 4:14-30 
 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went 
out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, being 
glorified by all. 
 
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he 
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written, 
 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

 
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And all spoke well of 
him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they 
said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to 
me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at 
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no 
prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were many 
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and 
six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of 
them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a 
widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these 
things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath.29 And they rose up and drove him 
out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, 
so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went 
away. 

 
On an ordinary work day in the little town of Nazareth in the Galilee region, like in so many 
other small towns in the area, the men would go about their tasks, each according to the 
profession he had learned from his father. Most evenings, they gathered to study Torah 
together and talk about how to apply it to their lives. They were expected to have at least the 
first five books of the Hebrew scriptures committed to memory and be very familiar with the 
rest, so there was no end to interesting topics of discussion. We can be pretty sure Jesus was 
                                                             
1 Primary source for background information on this story: Jesus Through Middle Easter eyes by 
Kenneth Bailey, chapter 12. 
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part of Nazareth’s study group, because all through the Gospels we see that he has skill in 
the particular rabbinical style of debate that was nurtured in these kinds of local fellowships.  
 
When Jesus reached the age of thirty (the age at which a man could be considered a rabbi 
and gather students to learn from him), he left Nazareth for a time. We don’t know if he 
wrote any letters home about his baptism or about the forty days he spent in the wilderness, 
and we don’t know what his fellow Nazarenes thought about Joseph and Mary’s unusual, 
studious son who hadn’t married at age 18 like all the other local boys. Eventually, reports 
started to trickle into the little village about some healings that Jesus had done in 
Capernaum, not too far away on the Sea of Galilee. Curious. Then one day he came back 
home and attended the regular sabbath worship at the local synagogue.  
 
It was customary for the elders in charge of the synagogue to invite a “worthy” person from 
the congregation to read from the scriptures and comment on them. The men of Nazareth 
knew that Jesus was capable of this type of exposition, since they had spent thirty years with 
him. Perhaps they hoped he would make some sort of public statement about the rumors 
they had heard while he was away.  
 
The scroll of Isaiah was given to Jesus. Maybe it was just next on the reading schedule, or 
maybe some arrangement made, but it just so happened that the particular text he read 
from Isaiah 61 was right in line with what some Jewish visionaries of his day were expecting 
from the Messiah.  
 
He read: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because he has anointed me 
To proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 
Because the men had been studying these things intently for years, they noticed immediately 
that Jesus had adjusted Isaiah’s text. He had left out some parts and rearranged others! This 
was allowed in the rabbinic rules of the day, but it was enough to get their attention. 
Remarkably, he stopped reading the quotation in the middle of the sentence! As an 
illustration, let’s use the Pledge of Allegiance and do something similar to what Jesus did: 
 

I pledge allegiance to the flag  
Of the United States of America 
One nation, a republic, 
Indivisible… 
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In your head, even though a little bit was changed around, you still hear “with liberty and 
justice for all.” That’s how it’s supposed to end, right?  
 
Well, Jesus just read all of those things about good news and setting people free and the 
recovery of sight to the blind (things like what they had heard he’d done in Capernaum) and 
the proclamation of the year of the Lord’s favor, and he was supposed to end with “and the 
day of vengeance of our God.”  But he stopped. He didn’t finish the sentence.  
 
From our perspective, we can see that this text in Isaiah is one of those times that the first 
coming of Christ and his second coming were merged together in the prophets, even though 
there would be at least 2,000 years between those two comings. We know Jesus came the 
first time to set people free spiritually. It was much bigger than just establishing an earthly 
kingdom. We know he’ll come again and complete the part about the vengeance and God’s 
judgment. But the inhabitants of this part of the world (which was under Roman domination) 
were expecting the Messiah to come soon and to take vengeance against their oppressors—
not just Rome, but all of those nasty Gentiles! They were really excited about this. 
 
The later verses of the Isaiah text go on to describe how foreigners (Gentiles) will become 
the servants of the Israelites and that their wealth will flow into Israel. It would have been a 
favorite text for a town like Nazareth, which had specifically been established as a settler 
community in an effort to undo all that had been done to Israel from foreigners. Nazareth’s 
vision of the messianic age was that when Messiah came, all the hard work would be done by 
the Gentiles and the Israelites would become wealthy off the labor of others as they became 
recognized as God’s exalted offspring.  
 
As teacher Kenneth Bailey put it: 
 

With this in mind, we can reconstruct the following. Jesus, the local boy, came to town 
as an itinerant rabbi and was given a chance to have his say. His audience of settlers 
understood the text of Isiah 61… With everyone listening intently, Jesus chose this 
familiar and deeply believed passage, but to their shock and amazement he stopped 
reading at the very point at which judgment and servitude is pronounced on the 
Gentiles, who they, as a settler community, were there to displace. Their goal was to 
make ‘Galilee of the Gentiles’ into ‘Galilee of the Jews.’ So why did Rabbi Jesus omit 
the verses that the audience thought were critical to the text? [And why did he edit 
the text to remove parts that were dear to them and to change it from a text that 
talks about God’s judgment into a statement of God’s mercy on people?] Stunned, 
they awaited his comments on the reading.2 

                                                             
2 Bailey, page 155. 
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After Jesus read from Isaiah, he sat down to teach, according to the custom of the day. A 
rabbi would normally read a section of scripture and then sit to explain it. His explanation 
was very short, and even more unexpected: “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.” In other words, “I am here to fulfill what the prophets wrote about me.”  
 
Let me read it again so you can get the full weight of what Jesus was claiming about himself 
to his friends and family: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because he has anointed me 
To proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 
Their reaction was exactly what ours would be if a young adult we knew from our church 
suddenly stood up and claimed to be the fulfillment of Scripture. “Sure, he’s a smart kid with 
a particularly good grasp on Scripture, but we know his parents and we’ve known him our 
whole lives.” The Nazarenes would add, “Messiah is going to come riding in like a warrior and 
fix everything, not be this ordinary guy we know!” They must have been confused, though, 
because they had heard about the healings he had recently done in Capernaum.  Thinking 
about their reactions raises all sorts of questions in my mind about whether they noticed 
Jesus was different as he grew up, what they thought when he didn’t get married, and what 
his Torah teachers thought about him throughout his youth when he displayed his great 
wisdom like he had done with the rabbis in Jerusalem at age 12. We just don’t know what 
kinds of conclusions they had already made about this local son of their village. 
 
They were faced with these huge questions about the claim Jesus had just made to be the 
fulfillment of prophecy. He had essentially claimed to be the Messiah. If they were anything 
like us, they would be thinking about the implications for themselves if Messiah was really 
here. “What will I get out of it?” By changing the form of Isaiah’s text slightly, though, Jesus 
actually turned the attention away from what the Jews should expect to receive and toward 
what they were expected to give. He was declaring that he was all about proclamation and 
compassion, and that his followers would need to engage in those things with him. His 
listeners didn’t want to hear about mercy, though. They wanted him to finish the sentence, 
read the part about God’s vengeance on his enemies being poured out on his enemies, and 
get on with the job of overthrowing the Romans. The text of the ESV says that they spoke 
well of him at this point, but the Greek indicates that they “witnessed him.” It’s up to the 
translator to decide whether they witnessed for him or against him in this situation, and it 
fits the context a lot better to think that they were unhappy with him. They expressed 
confusion and uncertainty when they questioned how Joseph’s son could be saying such 
things. 
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What he said next turned their confusion into outright hostility. He read their minds! He 
anticipated that they were all thinking, “Hey, you know those miracles you did in 
Capernaum? How about if you do some of those here?” He called them out for not believing 
in him just because they knew him. And then he appealed to two people as examples of what 
real faith looks like: two Gentiles! 
 
First Jesus pointed to the widow of Zarephath. She’s the one who took care of Elijah, 
believing Yahweh was powerful enough to help her—even while she lived in Baal’s own 
territory. Then he referenced the Syrian commander, Naaman (from the god Ramon’s 
country), who was cleansed of his leprosy because of his faith in the Israelite God. Naaman 
took some of Yahweh’s own dirt back to Damascus to make the statement that he was now a 
worshiper of Israel’s God. Neither of these people became Jewish. They gave up the worship 
of false gods, but they didn’t start keeping the Festivals and they didn’t become part of the 
Jewish community. Yet their genuine faith was commended and blessed. By using them as 
examples, Jesus was declaring that God’s mercy and blessing would come on people of true 
faith, even if they were Gentiles. God’s kingdom would not consist of all the blessing being 
for the Jews and all the judgment being for the Gentiles. He was flat-out telling them that 
they needed to imitate the faith of these Gentiles, not just tolerate them. He was saying they 
could (and should) receive spiritual instruction from those whom they considered to be 
spiritually inferior. The message was, “if you want to follow me, we’re going to go out after 
people like the widow, and we’re also going to invite people like Naaman into our midst… 
this is my mission.” 
 
In looking for heroes of the faith to use as examples, everybody would have been happy if he 
had used Abraham, Moses or David. Instead, he chose a woman and a man, both Gentiles. 
He knew the people of Nazareth were there to reclaim their land from places like Zarephath 
and Damascus (where the widow and Naaman lived) and so his examples would not be 
welcomed. Not surprisingly, their reaction was violent. His own community—those men he 
had grown up with—took him to the top of the cliff that the town was built on and intended 
to throw him off it (a version of stoning him for blasphemy). But he walked away. This wasn’t 
the time or the place. 
 
A normal young man who is given the opportunity to teach the men of his community would 
aim to please. He would uphold the local values, seek to encourage the people in their zeal 
for God, and maybe hint at how eager they were for Messiah to come and bring relief for all 
the injustices being done against them. But Jesus didn’t conform to their expectations. He 
had his own agenda. He was calling for a radical response of faith, which they were not 
prepared to offer. In the process, his rejection, death, and victory over death were all 
foreshadowed. 
 
This is how Jesus started his ministry. If he wasn’t God, he was a fool. 
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LOGIC LESSON 5: REVIEW “MAKING ASSUMPTIONS” FALLACIES 

Examples to review together: 
 
1. I can’t go wrong investing in that company. The whole economy is booming!  
 
2. Apes, dolphins, and my dog are all intelligent animals. They can all learn to do tricks and 
learn to have complicated social lives. I think it is wrong to say that man is the only intelligent 
being.  
 
3. “We must accept the traditions of the men of old time who affirm themselves to be the 
offspring of the gods—that is what they say—and they must surely have known their own 
ancestors. How can we doubt the word of the children of the gods?” Plato, Timaeus.  
 
4. Nice guys finish last.  
 
5. “If today you can take a thing like evolution and make it a crime to teach in the public 
schools, tomorrow you can make it a crime to teach it in the private schools and next year 
you can make it a crime to teach it…in the church. At the next session you may ban books 
and the newspapers… After a while, Your Honor, it is the setting of man against man and 
creed against creed until with flying banners and beating drums we are marching backward 
to the glorious ages of the sixteenth century when bigots lighted fagots to burn the men who 
dared to bring any intelligence and enlightenment and culture to the human mind.” Clarence 
Darrow in the Scopes Monkey Trial, 1925  
  
6. What’s wrong with killing people? We humans are just made of all the food we’ve eaten—
digested and made into skin and bones. If I kill someone, I’m just rearranging a bunch of 
former hamburgers and French fries.  
 
7. What other explanation can there be for all the evidence supporting mental telepathy than 
the explanation that mental telepathy is humankind’s way of interfacing with the spirit 
world?  
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Quiz 1: Match the term on the left with the definition on the right. 
 
 
 
1. Circular Reasoning 
2. Equivocation 
3. Loaded Question 
4. Slippery Slope 
5. Part-to-Whole 
6. Whole-to Part 
7. Either/or 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. When someone says that what is 
true of something as a whole must 
also be true of each of its parts. 
 

B. When someone asks two questions, 
but one is hidden behind the other. 

 
C. When someone asserts that we must 

choose between two things, when in 
fact we have more than two 
alternatives. 

 
D. An argument that says “P is true 

because Q is true, and Q is true 
because P is true.” 

 
E. When someone says that what is 

true of part of something must also 
be true of the whole thing together. 

 
F. The assumption that if we take one 

step, nothing will stop us from taking 
a series of steps because each step is 
the same. 

 
G. Changing the meaning of a word in 

the middle of an argument. 
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 Quiz 2: Match the term on the left with the example on the right. 
 
1. Circular Reasoning 
2. Equivocation 
3. Loaded Question 
4. Slippery Slope 
5. Part-to-Whole 
6. Whole-to Part 
7. Either/or 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. If you’re going to add that much salt to 
the soup, you might as well pour the 
whole box in!  
 

B. Bob: Capital punishment for murder is 
    perfectly justified. 
Linda: Why is that? 
Bob: Because it is right for a society to 
    put to death those who have  
    committed murder.  
 

C. “I did not have sexual relations with 
that woman.” Bill Clinton  
 

D. “…the universe is spherical in form… 
because all the constituent parts of the 
universe, that is the sun, moon, and the 
planets appear in this form.” 
Copernicus, The New Idea of the 
Universe 

 
E. As our nation enters a new century, 

what is our most important priority, 
saving Social Security or implementing a 
risky tax scheme that overwhelmingly 
benefits the wealthy?  

 
F. Are you in favor of the president’s risky 

new health care plan that has been 
proven to be inefficient in Europe?  

 
G. The Smith family is hard-working and 

creative. I’m sure that it would be a 
good idea to hire Bubba Smith.  
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Answers 
 
Page 1 
 
(The order is changed a little from what is 
printed in the book, so the numbers here are 
correct!) 
 

1. Whole-to-Part 
2. Equivocation on “intelligent” 
3. Circular Reasoning 
4. Either/Or 
5. Slippery Slope 
6. Part-to-Whole 
7. Loaded Question (assumes “all the 

evidence”) 
 
Quiz 1 
 

1. Circular Reasoning    D 
2. Equivocation   G 
3. Loaded Question    B 
4. Slippery Slope   F 
5. Part-to-Whole  E 
6. Whole-to Part   A 
7. Either/or   C 

 
 
Quiz 2 
 
 1. Circular Reasoning   B 

2. Equivocation   C 
3. Loaded Question   F 
4. Slippery Slope   A 
5. Part-to-Whole   D 
6. Whole-to Part   G 
7. Either/or   E 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSON 3: THREE THINGS YOU MUST KNOW 

Video: Three Things You Must Know 
 
Fill in the blanks: 
 
The 3 things you MUST know: 
 

1. The Bible was written in _____________ and ________________. 
The ___________________ is the Greek translation of the Old Testament that was 
done in about 250 B.C. The abbreviation for it is ___________. 

 
2. A word can have many _____________ and _______________________. 

If there are several different Hebrew or Greek words for the same English word, there 
must be some __________________________ or ______________ among those 
words. 

 
 

3. A word’s meaning comes from its ______________  
… from the ________________ and _____________________of other words around 
it, 
… from the Greek [or Hebrew] words _______________________   

 
(See example of “worship” that has three different Greek words used in Acts 18:13, 
24:11, and 24:14.)  

 
 

4. What do the three uses of sebo have in common?  
 
 
 
 

5. Proskuneo describes ___________________________________ and a pledge of 
allegiance. It’s presented as an ______________ or _________________ 

 
 

6. Latreuo describes performing _______________________ and 
_________________________ to God as worship. 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSON 3: COMMON MISTAKES  

We have one more task to accomplish before we tackle a specific strategy for doing word 
studies, and that is to alert ourselves to three mistakes that people often make as they seek 
meaning from Greek and Hebrew words.  
 
1. The first big mistake people make is taking the original meaning of the word as the real 
meaning of the word. 
 
Words can change in meaning over time. Historical information about how a word was 
used is sometimes applicable, but not always. The word could have meant something 
different before the biblical author even lived. 

Words can be composed of different parts that have nothing to do with the meaning (like 
butterfly or pineapple). 

The literal meaning is not always the correct meaning. It’s better to say, “In this context, 
this word means…” instead of saying, “This word literally means…” 
 
There’s just no way to get around context! Not all dictionary information will be 
applicable, but you still need to consider which possibilities are presented there. 
 
 
2. The second common mistake is to assume that the current meaning of the word is the real 
meaning.  
 
For example, we use the word “church” for the building where believers gather for worship, but 
in the NT, only God’s people are referred to as “the church,” never a building. It’s not wrong for 
us to use the word the way we do, but it does introduce some confusion! 
 
Also keep in mind that just because a Greek word is close to an English word in how it looks and 
sounds, this does not mean that we can project our English definitions backwards.  
 
This is commonly done with dynamis in Ephesians 1:19-20 because it sounds like dynamite and 
it’s cool to think of God’s power as being explosive like that, but dynamite wasn’t invented until 
the 1800’s so it can’t possibly be what the author intended. 
 
Another example is the Greek word for “cheerful” in 2 Cor 9:7, which is hilaros.  We’re not really 
meant to be hilarious givers. It doesn’t even make sense. 
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3. A third common mistake is to assume that any dictionary meaning of a word could be the 
correct meaning.  
 
It’s as if we’re trying to take the dictionary’s definitions and use them all at once, but this doesn’t 
work in English. 
 
The presence and absence of different words within a Bible verse is going to limit what our 
options are for what any given word within the verse may mean. Authors usually only have one 
meaning in mind when they use a word. Exceptions are humor (like puns) or when a double 
meaning is used purposely. We need commentaries by language experts to help us find those 
instances. 
 
Pro tip: If you’re doing a word study and you see that there are several possible meanings of a 
word, narrow your study to one book of the Bible. This limits the number of times the word 
appears and makes it more likely that the uses have the same meaning. 
 
Conclusion: 
So basically, our first and second items caution us not to make assumptions based on what we 
expect a word to mean from either our own familiarity or from historical usage. The third one 
cautions us not to try to make all the dictionary definitions work. Just knowing that mistakes like 
these are pretty common should be enough to keep us alert and prevent us from getting sloppy 
as we explore what words mean. 
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LOGIC LESSON 5: REVIEW “MAKING ASSUMPTIONS” FALLACIES 

Examples to review together: 
 
1. I can’t go wrong investing in that company. The whole economy is booming!  
 
2. Apes, dolphins, and my dog are all intelligent animals. They can all learn to do tricks and 
learn to have complicated social lives. I think it is wrong to say that man is the only intelligent 
being.  
 
3. “We must accept the traditions of the men of old time who affirm themselves to be the 
offspring of the gods—that is what they say—and they must surely have known their own 
ancestors. How can we doubt the word of the children of the gods?” Plato, Timaeus.  
 
4. Nice guys finish last.  
 
5. “If today you can take a thing like evolution and make it a crime to teach in the public 
schools, tomorrow you can make it a crime to teach it in the private schools and next year 
you can make it a crime to teach it…in the church. At the next session you may ban books 
and the newspapers… After a while, Your Honor, it is the setting of man against man and 
creed against creed until with flying banners and beating drums we are marching backward 
to the glorious ages of the sixteenth century when bigots lighted fagots to burn the men who 
dared to bring any intelligence and enlightenment and culture to the human mind.” Clarence 
Darrow in the Scopes Monkey Trial, 1925  
  
6. What’s wrong with killing people? We humans are just made of all the food we’ve eaten—
digested and made into skin and bones. If I kill someone, I’m just rearranging a bunch of 
former hamburgers and French fries.  
 
7. What other explanation can there be for all the evidence supporting mental telepathy than 
the explanation that mental telepathy is humankind’s way of interfacing with the spirit 
world?  
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Quiz 1: Match the term on the left with the definition on the right. 
 
 
 
1. Circular Reasoning 
2. Equivocation 
3. Loaded Question 
4. Slippery Slope 
5. Part-to-Whole 
6. Whole-to Part 
7. Either/or 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. When someone says that what is 
true of something as a whole must 
also be true of each of its parts. 
 

B. When someone asks two questions, 
but one is hidden behind the other. 

 
C. When someone asserts that we must 

choose between two things, when in 
fact we have more than two 
alternatives. 

 
D. An argument that says “P is true 

because Q is true, and Q is true 
because P is true.” 

 
E. When someone says that what is 

true of part of something must also 
be true of the whole thing together. 

 
F. The assumption that if we take one 

step, nothing will stop us from taking 
a series of steps because each step is 
the same. 

 
G. Changing the meaning of a word in 

the middle of an argument. 
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 Quiz 2: Match the term on the left with the example on the right. 
 
1. Circular Reasoning 
2. Equivocation 
3. Loaded Question 
4. Slippery Slope 
5. Part-to-Whole 
6. Whole-to Part 
7. Either/or 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A. If you’re going to add that much salt to 
the soup, you might as well pour the 
whole box in!  
 

B. Bob: Capital punishment for murder is 
    perfectly justified. 
Linda: Why is that? 
Bob: Because it is right for a society to 
    put to death those who have  
    committed murder.  
 

C. “I did not have sexual relations with 
that woman.” Bill Clinton  
 

D. “…the universe is spherical in form… 
because all the constituent parts of the 
universe, that is the sun, moon, and the 
planets appear in this form.” 
Copernicus, The New Idea of the 
Universe 

 
E. As our nation enters a new century, 

what is our most important priority, 
saving Social Security or implementing a 
risky tax scheme that overwhelmingly 
benefits the wealthy?  

 
F. Are you in favor of the president’s risky 

new health care plan that has been 
proven to be inefficient in Europe?  

 
G. The Smith family is hard-working and 

creative. I’m sure that it would be a 
good idea to hire Bubba Smith.  
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Answers 
 
Page 1 
 
(The order is changed a little from what is 
printed in the book, so the numbers here are 
correct!) 
 

1. Whole-to-Part 
2. Equivocation on “intelligent” 
3. Circular Reasoning 
4. Either/Or 
5. Slippery Slope 
6. Part-to-Whole 
7. Loaded Question (assumes “all the 

evidence”) 
 
Quiz 1 
 

1. Circular Reasoning    D 
2. Equivocation   G 
3. Loaded Question    B 
4. Slippery Slope   F 
5. Part-to-Whole  E 
6. Whole-to Part   A 
7. Either/or   C 

 
 
Quiz 2 
 
 1. Circular Reasoning   B 

2. Equivocation   C 
3. Loaded Question   F 
4. Slippery Slope   A 
5. Part-to-Whole   D 
6. Whole-to Part   G 
7. Either/or   E 

 
 

 
 

 


