
#23: LEGACY, (ROMANS 9:19-29)
Like every human being on this earth, I have spent my whole life spending a lot of
thought and emotion trying to analyze and understand my relationship with my Father.

My Dad is a dear friend of mine. I love him and also like him quite a bit. We have a lot in
common. We’re both hippies in many ways- though he actually genuinely lived in the
late sixties and early seventies, and I was a wanna-be hippie coming of age in the
nineties. We’re both very verbal processors. We’re both big idea people. We’re both
reformers. We’re both rebels. We share a zany, sarcastic sense of humor, a wild love for
writing, recording, playing, and listening to music, deep emotional tendencies towards
sentimentality, love for fun, a tendency to be self-effacing it it will get a laugh, an ability
be extremely spontaneous, a love of adventure, a love of naps, a love of family, and an
intense Scotch-Irish temper that God has worked on in both of our lives to mellow out!

But like everyone on this earth, there are aspects of my relationship with my Dad that
have taken time to dig deep into, make sense of, and in some senses, heal from.

I’ve been doing a lot of work in therapy lately. I’ve had to fully grapple with the fact that
when I was younger, my Dad struggled with psychological marijuana addiction,
workaholism, greed, dishonesty, and anger. Obviously all these things affected our
family! They affected my Mom. They affected me. I’m processing through those things



now. I didn’t process through them before because things got so much better when my
Dad began to follow Christ, that I thought I could just sweep the past under the rug. I
learned that unresolved things of the past come back to bite us because we store
trauma in a closet in our brains and it gets triggered in the weirdest, most
un-understandable ways.
As a teen I struggled with psychological marijuana and psychedelic drug addiction.
Praise God He drew me to Himself through Christ when I was twenty, and my Dad
started following Jesus five years later at the age of fifty-seven! We both got off of
drugs, my Dad moved away from workaholism, greed, dishonesty and anger and his life
began to dramatically shift away from where it was going. Neither of us are perfect by
any means, but this is what God does!

But I had never really healed from some of the things that affected me when I was
younger with my Dad, and Christian trauma therapy has wildly helped me. It’s helped
me to accept and love my Dad more than I did before.

I recently was digging deeper into my relationship with my Dad, both through prayer,
music and in a therapy session. I was doing a deep dive through all three on one
particular day as the Lord caused all of these things to converge.

For one, my family recently got a 2006 Dodge Grand Caravan (I know, you’re jealous,
aren’t you?). This thing has a vintage cassette tape and CD player with no aux plug
man! Totally retro, just a piece of crap, or both? You decide! I have all these old cassette
tapes of my Dad’s music that he recorded in the seventies and the music that I recorded
when I was a morose youth. I had been listening to these tapes nonstop.

And then my Dad’s old drummer, and co-songwriter from his band “Pyramid” in the
seventies sent me a few CDs in the mail. These CDs were gold to me. They contained a
full album that he, my Dad, and another songwriter had written and recorded together.
They also contained a recording of a local Cleveland, Ohio radio show that my Dad had
performed on. I got to hear my Dad talking bizarre hippie talk with the radio host. It was
wonderful for me man. I was laughing and crying while enjoying this audio gift.

Even more than that, since my Dad now lives in South Carolina, and I’m in Akron, Ohio
near two of his ex-bandmates who live in the Cleveland, Ohio area, my Dad’s ex
drummer invited me to be a part of some recording sessions, where I’ll get the chance
to re-record some of my Dad’s old songs with his ex-bandmates, and sing his vocal
parts and play his guitar parts.



So one day, with all of these factors brewing, I was listening to a song my Dad wrote
called “Sunny Days”, where the lyrics state;

If the morning sun takes away the night
When the morning comes will things work out right?
There’s no reason to make believe, the sun will rise for you.

At your level best, do you greet the day?
Forgetting all of the rest, do you think to say?
That “I’m as happy as I can be, today was meant for me.”

All of the sunny days go by and you realize the days
Are growing shorter in time, and so are you…

When the shadows fall, and the sun is dying
Looking back on it all, was it worth the trying?
There’s no reason to make believe, the sun will set for you.

I can’t even write down these lyrics and think of this song without weeping. And I’m
talking ugly crying. I’m doing it as I write this right now. This song is my Father’s
unintentional ode to the book of Ecclesiastes that he wrote while in the throes of
hippie-dom and drug addiction. He had just spent a stint living in a Quonset Hut on the
Island of Guam in the Navy during the Vietnam War. He was raised in a strict
fundamentalist home. All of those things come together on the track. It is truly one of my
Dad’s best songs he’s ever written. It was recorded in the early seventies. It has an
emotionally infectious melody. Him and his bandmates recorded a beautiful version of it
with wonderful harmonies, keyboards, bass, drums, and my Dad’s legendary acoustic
part played on a nylon string guitar that I now own. It is so meaningful to me and draws
me close to God’s presence. It makes me think about my life. It makes me think about
his life. It makes me think about eternity.

Don’t we all, who have a spark of conscience, think about our legacy? My Dad’s music
is a legacy to me. My grandfather played guitar and sang. My Dad played guitar, bass
and banjo and sang and wrote songs. I play guitar, bass and drums. I produce beats. I
sing. I write and record songs.

At one point my daughters Brooklyn, Charlotte and I were listening to my Dad’s (their
“Grandpa Gary’s”) music and Charlotte, my nine year old, told Brooklyn, my six year old,
that maybe one day she would carry on the legacy of music in our family’s life because
Brooklyn has a deep love for and sensitivity towards music.



What is the legacy of God? Paul touches on this in Romans 9:19-29. He writes;

19 You will say to me, therefore, “Why then does he still find fault? For who resists his
will?” (Romans 9:19)

Paul has just stated that God “has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy and he
hardens whom he wants to harden.” (Romans 9:18) The quote in 9:19 is an objection to
his reasoning leading up to this verse. The objection expressed here highlights the
central tension between divine sovereignty and human responsibility. There is tension
between mercy and judgment being entirely dependent on God’s will, as Romans 9:18
states, and God holding people responsible for their sins, as Romans 3:23 points to.1 In
fact, these questions are still raised by those who reject the biblical doctrine of God’s
sovereignty. If God makes the choices, how can He hold people responsible? Who can
go against what He does?2 Again, is God a heartless puppet master? Is God a cold
deity? A grumpy old curmudgeon in the sky just waiting to destroy people for being
foolish? Paul goes on to refute this argument;

20 On the contrary, who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? Will what is formed
say to the one who formed it, “Why did you make me like this? 21 Or has the potter no
right over the clay, to make from the same lump one piece of pottery for honor and
another for dishonor? (Romans 9:20-21)

In one sense, Paul responds to the objection in v. 19 by emphasizing humanity’s
subordinate status in relation to God, the Creator.3 Neither legalists nor secularists have
a proper understanding of God’s goodness. Both see God or the Christian’s perception
of God as being a cold, heartless deity. This couldn’t be further from the truth. Anyone
who knows God’s goodness, mercy, kindness, his resurrection power, and His plan to
make all things right when the Kingdom comes to earth knows that they couldn’t push
back at God and say “why did you make me like this?”. And this not in regard to our
looks, our physical appearance and our natural abilities. This is in regard to our
dispositions, our shortcomings, and the temptations we struggle with.

If we exclaim to God “why did you make me like this?” In regard to appearance, physical
ailment, illness, disability, or some other factor entirely out of our control, God will put
His loving arms around us and comfort us, reminding us that we are dearly cared for.

3 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:20). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

2 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 478). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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That’s not what Paul is referring to here. Paul is talking of those that dispute with God
about things that make them fail and struggle. It would be like me smoking a big joint,
popping some percs, blacking out, and ending up in bed with some random person the
next morning, then exclaiming “God, why did you make me like this?”

“No temptation has come upon us except what is common to humanity. But God is
faithful; he will not allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way out so that we may be able to bear it.” (1 Cor.
10:13) God has created us all with dispositions, but because of the grace, mercy,
forgiveness and obedience of Christ we walk in grace away from things that destroy us.

God has the right to make human beings with all sorts of different struggles. He knows
what those struggles will be because He is infinitely wise. The question remains, what
will we do in the midst of those struggles.

The background of Paul’s analogy in vv. 20–23 is found in the potter and clay metaphor
used by the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah (e.g., Isa 45:9; 64:8; Jer 18:4–6). Both OT
prophets used the image of the potter’s total control over the shaping, reshaping, and
purpose of his clay creations to emphasize Yahweh’s sovereignty over His creation.4

Let us take a look at these verses from Isaiah and Jeremiah;

  9 “Woe to the one who argues with his Maker—
one clay pot among many.
Does clay say to the one forming it,
‘What are you making?’
Or does your work say,
‘He has no hands’? (Is 45:9)
8Yet Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we all are the work of your hands. (Is 64:8)
4 But the jar that he was making from the clay became flawed in the potter’s hand, so he
made it into another jar, as it seemed right for him to do. 5The word of the Lord came to
me: 6 “House of Israel, can I not treat you as this potter treats his clay?”—this is the
Lord’s declaration. “Just like clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, house of
Israel. (Je 18:4–6)

Obviously a potter from the same pile takes some clay to form a finely shaped and
decorated vase and takes other clay to make a cooking pot (cf. Jer. 18:4–6). And the

4 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:21). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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clay has no right to complain! The sovereign Creator has the same authority over His
creatures, especially in light of man’s origin from dust (Gen. 2:7).5 Therefore, only in
Christ can we consciously cultivate an attitude of praise, thanking God for the
circumstances He’s given us, no matter how difficult or easy, grim or joyful, prosperous
or scarce they may be.

God has made some of us auditory, some of us visual, some of us kinesthetic, or a
combination of the three. God has given some of us huge personalities with great
leadership potential. God has given some of us people skills with the ability to inspire
and motivate others. God has given some of us a deep joy in nurturing and caring for
others. God has given some of us technical and analytical skills. God has given some to
be extroverts and some to be introverts. God has given some to understand
philosophical big ideas and others the ability to see the details and how to execute
them. God has given some a deep connection with their emotions and others a rational
connection with their minds. God has given some the ability to be spontaneous and
others the ability to plan well. God has given some the ability to see what hasn’t been
conceived yet and what needs to happen to get things started. God has given some the
ability to see what’s wrong and the courage to call it out. God has given some the ability
to invite people to believe in Jesus with great ease. God has given some the ability to
provide soul care for Jesus followers and others. God has given some the ability to
explain great theological ideas with great fluency. God has given some a perfect vision
of how things could be. God has given some a servant’s heart that constantly meets the
needs of others and brings out the best in them. God has given some the ability to see
the most efficient way to go about things. God has given some the ability to think
outside of the box creatively. God has given some the ability to deeply think and critique
the situations around them. God has given some a deep ability to be loyal to others.
God has given some the disposition of being the life of every scenario they walk into.
God has given some the raw courage to challenge others. God has given some the
natural tendency to build bridges and make peace where there wasn’t before.

We need to realize who we are and invite God to use all that that is to further His
Kingdom, build the Church, and make the world a better place for others!

But what of those who don’t see who they’re created to be and live completely off the
rails, doing damage to Kingdom work and the Church, and making the world a worse
place for others? Paul addresses this next;

22 And what if God, wanting to display his wrath and to make his power known, endured
with much patience objects of wrath prepared for destruction? (Romans 9:22)

5 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 478). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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I recently saw the Broadway production of Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory in an
Akron Ohio theater with my daughter Brooklyn. We got free tickets through Facebook in
the eighth row! The character of Willy Wonka in the screenplay version of this classic
tale is very sinister. Though he’s a chocolate guru and an archetype of creativity and
imagination, the “bad kids” who come into his chocolate factory to take the tour and win
the prize at the end get killed, not just maimed as the 1969 movie depicts. In one scene,
Veruca Salt actually gets dismembered by Black Squirrels- they depicted this in the
show as my daughter Brooklyn and I were watching. It was frightening! All the while,
Willy Wonka carelessly, sarcastically stands by, laughing at these awful kids as they
perish. Granted these kids needed discipline and consequences, but death? Pain? And
funny enough, each time a kid suffered and Wonka made fun of them, many in the
crowd laughed. I’ll admit, I did too, because there’s something about watching someone
fictionally get what they deserve, maybe, unfortunately, even non-fictionally get what
they deserve! Plus, the one liners that Wonka was delivering were hilarious, dark
comedy yes, but hilarious.

And many think that Romans 9:22 depicts God as if he is like Willy Wonka. They think
that God creates people, and when He’s doing the creating He’s sinisterly thinking to
Himself, “this one is going to blow it, and I’m going to watch them burn in hell.  Haha.”

This is far too much of a human reading of this text. Really, Paul is pushing the
boundaries of his metaphor to make a rhetorical point. While it is unlikely that a potter
would make a pot just to destroy it, the potter still has the right to do so if he wishes.

Obviously this verse is highly debated because it raises the theological issue of double
predestination—namely, that God has determined beforehand who will be saved as well
as who will be condemned. The mere fact that God chooses to save some but not all
people suggests some type of double predestination, but the core issue is how the
selection of some for salvation and others for condemnation actually happens. The
overall context of Rom 9 suggests that Paul is not attempting to explain how God’s
choice in election works. Rather, he is speaking hypothetically and emphasizing that
God’s sovereignty is not subject to any human considerations for how He should or
could act.6

Here’s the big point- we don’t read Romans 9:22 and act as if it can explain God’s mood
when He creates human beings. It’s far too out of line with God’s character to
maliciously create some of us with the plan to destroy us, and others of us with the plan
to redeem us. This is out of line with His character as revealed in scripture. If this is true,

6 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:22). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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God would have created Adam while giggling to Himself thinking that Adam was going
to blow it and He'd have to punish him. God is not masochistic.

However, there is a divine mystery and tension here that God does know everything.
God is omniscient.

Great is our Lord and abundant in strength;
His understanding is infinite. (Psalm 147:5)

Even before there is a word on my tongue,
Behold, O Lord, You know it all. (Psalm 139:4)

And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. (Heb. 4:13)

This is something we have to grow comfortable with not solving. God is all knowing, and
yet bad things happen, and some people do a lot of bad, are forgiven, then do much
good, some do a lot of good, are forgiven, then do more good, some do a lot of bad,
aren’t forgiven, and continue to do bad, and some do a lot of good, aren’t forgiven,
continue to do much good, and never truly know Christ.

And we won’t know on this side of heaven what the mind of God is. This is where trust
comes in. Not blind trust, just trust. If we believe that God is good we’ll trust His plan!
We’ll even trust Him with the souls and lives of those we love the most!

The thought in Romans 9:22 is that those mentioned have been and are in a state of
readiness or ripeness to receive God’s wrath. The objects of God’s wrath are the
unredeemed (1:18), who will suffer eternal judgment (John 3:36). God has patiently
endured their antagonism to Him (cf. Acts 14:16; Rom. 3:25), but their judgment is
coming. Those who oppose Him and refuse to turn to Him (Matt. 23:37) are then
“prepared” by Him for condemnation. They are “storing up [God’s] wrath” against
themselves (Rom. 2:5). In hell they will experience His wrath, and His power will be
made known (cf. 9:17). God does not delight in wrath, and He did not choose some
people to go to hell. Choosing (v. 22) should be rendered “willing.” Some are prepared
by God for eternal judgment not because He delights to do so, but because of their sin.
In view of their sin, which makes them “ripe” for destruction, God is willing to exhibit His
wrath, and He will do so at the proper time.7

7 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 478). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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23 And what if he did this to make known the riches of his glory on objects of mercy that
he prepared beforehand for glory (Romans 9:23)

In the previous verse, Paul explains that God uses some vessels to demonstrate His
wrath, depending solely on His sovereign choice. In the same way, God’s choice of
vessels of mercy rests only on His decision to show mercy to them.8 We could analyze
this stuff to death and try to create systematic theology around it, or we could allow
these verses to do what they’re meant to do- drop us to our knees in adoration and
worship!

Think about it- the God who is infinitely wise and created every living, breathing human
being on this earth past, present and future also intimately knows every detail of their
lives. God is so infinitely wise that He was somehow able to create every human being,
knowing exactly all that they would do and where they would be destined, yet was also
simultaneously gracious enough to give each one complete freedom of will. This is
really too mind blowing to fully understand. It should lead us to worship. It should lead
us to praise God and just beg Him, “please Lord, let me be used for the good of Your
Kingdom and Your plan!”

I will also say that both Romans 9:22-23, and 2 Peter 3:9 have helped me to heal from
the most grievous Church hurt of my life. I was ripped off, lied to, manipulated by, and
then fired by probably one of the most corrupt pastors that now lives in our country, and
when I looked deeply at these verses I realized that God even had compassion on that
man. God had more compassion on that man than me. When that man fired me and
wrecked me and my family’s life for calling him out on his hypocrisy and sin, I was at
home with my speakers up to 110% volume, screaming the words to the Rage Against
the Machine’s “Killing in the Name of” uncensored, and fantasizing about punching the
dude in the mouth. But God actually loves that man perfectly. He doesn’t condone his
behavior in any way. But, “the Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand
delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.”
(2 Pe 3:9)

You see, when I was deeply mistreated by this pastor, I was praying, “God, why don’t
you destroy this guy? Expose him and end his ministry now!” God was responding
through the Holy Spirit and that still, small voice, saying that in His time He’d do
everything that needs to be done. He was asking me to trust Him. No doubt, God is now
using me to speak out and expose this guy bit by bit, and gather those who have been
burned by him to do the same, but on some insane, heavenly level, the Lord loves that
guy. I don’t even get it!

8 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:23). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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Big point, in contrast with the wicked, the evil and the hypocritical, God wants to make
known to us who are truly His the riches of his glory on objects of mercy that he
prepared beforehand for glory. We should praise His Name! And He does this for so
many people!

24 on us, the ones he also called, not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 25

As it also says in Hosea,

I will call Not my People, My People,
and she who is Unloved, Beloved.,
26 And it will be in the place where they were told,
you are not my people,
there they will be called sons of the living God., (Romans 9:24-26)

In vv. 25-26, Paul cites Hos 2:23 to explain how God accepted the Gentiles as His
people. Paul returns to the theme developed in Rom 9:6–13: Becoming part of God’s
family is based on His calling and election, not on any ethnic relationship.9 Additionally,
in the book of Hosea the people of Israel had broken their covenant with God through
idolatrous practices; nevertheless, God showed them mercy and promised to restore
them as His people. Paul applies this text to the Gentiles (non-Jewish people) because
they, like Israel, were separated from God’s promises, but He still showed them mercy
and brought them into His people.10 Paul must have been studying Hosea at the time of
writing this because the phrase “sons of the living God” is a quotation of Hos 1:10 as
well.11

The point is that God’s sovereign choice was manifested not only in the Jews’ ancestry
(in Isaac and Jacob, vv. 6–13), but also in Paul’s generation and today. God also
directed Hosea to give his children symbolic names—one son Lo-Ammi (not my people)
and the daughter Lo-Ruhamah (not … loved). These represented God’s abandonment
of the Northern Kingdom of Israel to the Assyrian Captivity and Exile (Hosea 1:2–9).12

Think about it for a second- you who were once not God’s people are now His people.
You may have thought that all the stupid things you’ve done, the people you’ve hurt, the
blasphemous words you’ve spoken, your cheating, your lying, your sex-crazed actions,

12 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 478). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
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your smoking, snorting, swallowing, injecting and/or drinking of myriad substances that
impaired you and made you make crazy decisions, your abuse of others, your greed,
and your selfishness may have exempted you from “being a son or daughter of the
living God”. But the gospel refutes all of that and says you belong to God, and that
invitation is extended before even an ounce of life change occurs. What astounding
news this was for the Gentiles. What mind blowing news it is for those of us today who
think we don’t have a shot in God’s eyes.

And you who don’t feel or think you’re loved. You’ve been chewed up and spit out,
abused sexually, physically, psychologically, verbally, and God forbid, spiritually. You’ve
been mistreated. You’ve been devalued, demoralized, and left to rot. God says you are
beloved friend. That’s His word to you!

And it’s so important to understand, that though God often rescues the least likely, He
doesn’t always rescue the most likely! Paul writes;
27 But Isaiah cries out concerning Israel,

Though the number of Israelites
is like the sand of the sea,
only the remnant will be saved;
28 since the Lord will execute his sentence
completely and decisively on the earth.,,

29 And just as Isaiah predicted:

If the Lord of Hosts had not left us offspring,
we would have become like Sodom,
and we would have been made like Gomorrah., (Romans 9:27-29)

Concerning the religious Israelites of the day, those who had inherited all the traditions
and promises of God, the call was the same to the Gentiles as it was for them. The
invitation was to repent, turn away from sins both irreligiously and religiously
self-justified, and turn towards the love and rule of Christ.

Paul states here that, though it may be true that the Israelites may exist in large
numbers, that doesn’t mean that all of them will know the true, living God. No, “the
remnant will be saved”. Paul cites Isa 10:22–23. His point is that those who are Jewish
should not rely upon their race; it did not save those in Isaiah’s day, and it will not save
them now. Only a remnant of elect Israel would be saved.13

13 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 9:27). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.
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Growing up an evangelical doesn’t mean you’re saved. Growing up Catholic doesn’t
mean you’re saved. Growing up in the black Church doesn’t mean you’re saved.
Growing up in any denomination doesn’t mean you’re saved. Growing up a missionary
kid doesn’t mean you’re saved. Going to a certain type of Church, whether
denominational or non-denominational, does not mean that you are saved by the living
God.

But God has a remnant of true Christ followers who are evangelicals. God has a true
remnant of Christ followers who are Catholic. God has a true remnant of Christ followers
who are part of the black Church. God has a true remnant of Christ followers in the
mainline Church. God has faithful followers in house churches. Where you are present
physically doesn’t matter. No doubt, if you’re a Christ follower you’ll want to be around
other, committed disciples of Jesus. You’ll want solid teaching, spiritual formation and
support. But God can extract a remnant from wherever he wants. He always has and
will continue to do so. If the Lord raises up a few or a swath of Christ followers out of
agnosticism, atheism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, New Age, Wicca, evangelicalism,
mainline, fundamentalism, Catholicism, scientology, Jehovah’s Witnesses, or
Mormonism, what will we say? Won’t we praise Him that true Christ followers are
leaving behind whatever religiosity or sin they had before to worship and live for the true
God?

The Lord will execute His sentence completely and decisively on the earth! Some will
truly know Him, others won’t, and those who truly know Him can come from any walk of
life! Shouldn’t we, as the Church, become more missionally engaged so we can help
create the spaces where life transformation can happen in the least likely of places?
Yes!

Paul concludes in v. 29, saying that if God hadn’t “left offspring”, or genuinely called
people to Himself and placed them in communities to influence, disciple, and help
others flourish in Christ, then everyone would have basically been screwed. They would
have “become like Sodom”. Paul quotes Isa 1:9 in recognition of God’s grace. Israel’s
idolatry required judgment, but God did not annihilate them as He did Sodom and
Gomorrah (compare Gen 18:16–19:29).14

Please know that you, Christ seeking and honoring friends, are the salt of the earth to
those around you! You may be a lone voice of truth for Christ in a sea of voices that
don’t care, be faithful! Stay faithful! Stay in the word and stay in prayer! Continue, by
faith, to love even the hardest to love around you! Pray that God would send support to

14 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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you in the form of someone that you could share your love for Christ and belief in Christ
with!

And for those of us American individualistic Christians that take advantage of our
freedoms that we have in this season of history, we may somehow think that we can
replace our relationship to the Body of Christ with social media video sermons, hand
selected Jesus followers that only agree with us, and personal spiritual disciplines, but
God has a word for us here as well. We could very well “become like Sodom and
Gomorrah”, and our lives and legacies for Christ will be trampled, because we didn’t
honor or take advantage of the opportunity to gather with a diverse variety of people
who love Jesus. May we press in to the communities that Christ has put right in front of
us!


