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Choose You This Day 
Lesson 23: The Not Yet (Revelation 20-21) 
 
Objectives  
 

• Determine why it is beneficial to learn about eternity. 
• Understand that we will live on a New Earth where we will have physical bodies. 
• Consider what we know about what our bodies will be like, how we will relate to God 

and others, and what we will do in Heaven. 
• Live joyfully in our present condition with a new eternal mindset! 

 
 
Introduction  
 
We left off our discussion last time with the end of Revelation 20, where Satan was judged 
and unbelievers are sentenced to the second death. We’ve had moments of excitement and 
hope in Revelation, but also a lot of sadness. The happy news is that the ending of this book 
is really, really good! 
 
We’ve mentioned often that prophecy needs to be interpreted with alertness for the “already-
but-not-yet” layers of fulfillment. It’s the same thing when we’re talking about the Kingdom of 
God. All of these things were set in motion through the victory of Christ when he died and 
rose again, but many elements await a future fulfillment.  
 
As we see our world get worse and deception taking a stranglehold, even on those we know 
and love, it’s gets harder and harder to wait for the “Not Yet” parts to finally get here. At 
least, that’s how I feel. But it’s not how all Christians feel! Some don’t ever want to talk about 
the future because they’re afraid of what’s to come, and others say we shouldn’t spend much 
time thinking about heavenly things because it makes us no earthly good.  
 
I heartily disagree. I think that people who don’t want to talk about what eternity will be like 
have probably not spent enough time exploring what that really means. The people I know 
who are the most at peace in this broken world are the ones who have placed their hope in 
the promises God gave us about our future. They grasp tightly to those promises and it gives 
them clearer vision for how to spend their days in the “Already” season of the Kingdom that 
we live in.  
 
The key to allowing thoughts of heaven to motivate you now is to realize that heaven is 
actually Earth. It’s a restored Earth without the curse, but it’s still a physical, tangible place. 
We were never made to be disembodied spirits floating on clouds. The things that we like 
about this Earth are glimpses or shadows of things we’ll enjoy when it is restored. When you 
realize this, you start to go about life catching little glimmers of eternity poking through and 
imagining what those things will be like when they’re no longer tainted by death and loss and 
sin.  
 
I want to draw from some thoughts given by Joni Earecksen Tada and Randy Alcorn in the 
books cited in your notes, taking their advice to approach the topic of eternity with a 
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“biblically inspired imagination.” 1,2 But before we do that, take a few minutes to read the end 
of the Bible—Chapters 21 and 22 of Revelation. It’s pretty incredible. 
 
 
Our Home with God Will Be Physical, Not Just Spiritual 
 
We know that God’s intention from the beginning was for Eden to expand to fill the whole 
globe. He wanted to dwell with his people, and he used all the imagery of temples, gardens, 
trees, and mountains to communicate this intersection between heaven and earth. After 
Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, the Holy Spirit came to indwell our physical bodies. We 
offer those bodies as living sacrifices, which God uses to get the work done of expanding and 
building up his temple as we interact with others.  
 
No matter what you believe about the timing of the Rapture (or if there will even be one) or 
the Millennium or any of that other stuff, a central belief of Christianity is that human beings 
will receive resurrected bodies, just like Jesus did. Any view of eternity that includes wafting 
about on clouds strumming on harps and being bored is NOT a Christian idea! It actually 
comes from Plato, who taught that the physical existence was inferior to the spiritual and that 
humans are primarily spiritual beings trapped in physical bodies for a while. That sounds 
appealing sometimes as we endure the pain and weariness that comes with the breakdown of 
our bodies through the aging process, but can you even imagine any kind of existence that 
does not involve doing something in your body? How does it even look like anything if you 
don’t have eyes to see with? We sort of expect that God will just transport us to some other 
dimension, but what we just read in Revelation is very clear: He makes the spiritual dimension 
visible here on a newly regenerated, expanded earth. The place where God puts us needs to 
be suitable for us, and the way he designed us is to have bodies that are adapted to surviving 
and thriving in a garden. It’s very, very physical. 
 
When we talk about God being in Heaven, the closest we can come is to think about visions 
that the prophets described about seeing God’s throne room. What they were actually seeing 
was God making himself accessible to man and extending relationship in a way that the 
prophet could understand (at least a little bit). That’s what Heaven is. God doesn’t need a 
place to live, and he’s not confined to some throne somewhere. At whatever point he chooses 
to interact in fellowship with his creation, that is Heaven. And he tells us in Revelation that 
the entire earth will become Heaven—the place where God permanently and fully dwells with 
humans.3 
 
To some extent, we have to deal with the topic of space and time when we talk about eternity 
with God. He is a one-of-a-kind being that exists outside of space and time, but we are not. 
We were created to live within physical space and to experience events in sequence, one after 
another, which is what we call time. There is nothing to indicate that this changes when we 
die and that we somehow become unimaginably infinite or omniscient or unlimited in any 
way. We remain creatures and he remains the one and only Creator and sovereign Lord. I 
find that to be very reassuring news, because we know that he is good. 
 

 
1 Tada, Joni Earecksen. Heaven: Your Real Home. Zondervan, 1997. 
2 Alcorn, Randy. Heaven. Tyndale House, 2004.  I’m not citing it every time I use Randy’s or Joni’s thoughts in this 
lesson but have cited all direct quotes. They get lots and lots of credit. 
3 Alcorn, page 44. 
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What is Heaven Like? 
 
We saw that the New Jerusalem will physically come down from heaven and rest upon the 
earth. Let’s assume for the moment that this is meant to be literal, since that angel was kind 
enough to use “human measurements” when he gave John the tour. (If it’s not meant to be 
literal, then the reality will be even bigger and better than the literal!) If you convert to 
measurements we understand, this city-temple is described as being 1,400 miles long, wide, 
and high (Revelation 21:15-16). That makes the ground level nearly two million square 
miles, which would span from Mexico to Canada and from the Appalachians to California. If it 
has stories and if each were 12 feet high, that would allow for 600,000 stories, which means 
that billions of people could live within the city with several square miles per person. You’re 
supposed to think of lavish abundance.  
 
Cities have buildings, community, and culture. They have people, structures, streets, walls, 
rivers, and trees. Earth is the shadow that gives us glimpses of what our eternal home will be 
like. We can be sure that there’s nothing we enjoy here in this life that will be downgraded 
into something lesser when we get to our new home. Think of it this way: whenever we see 
beauty in water, fire, flowers, children, or animals, we are catching a glimpse of Heaven.4   
 

In the truest sense, Christian pilgrims have the best of both worlds.  We have joy 
whenever this world reminds us of the next, and we take solace whenever it does not. 
We want something else which can hardly be put into words—to be united with the 
beauty we see, to pass into it, to receive it into ourselves, to bathe in it, to become part 
of it.5 

 
The New Earth Will Be the Old Earth Renewed 
 
God uses these words to describe some of His actions:  reconcile, redeem, restore, recover, 
return, renew, regenerate, resurrect.6 Every one of them suggests a return to the original 
condition that was ruined or lost. God is not planning to abandon the work of His hands.  
 
The idea that He completely starts over from nothing indicates a faulty theology that assumes 
God will never accomplish a lasting state of righteousness on Earth, and that He has to resort 
to making us less than human (disembodied spirits) because His experiment failed. Earth is 
the place that has been fought over since the beginning, and Earth is the place God will win 
back for Himself. Instead of destroying it, He chooses to redeem what He started with and 
restore it, and us, to His original design. 
  

Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.  Matthew 25:34 

 
Our destiny as humans is inseparable from the Earth’s destiny. That’s why the curse on 
mankind required that the Earth be cursed and why it will be resurrected like we will be. The 
Curse will be reversed.7  

 
4 Alcorn, page 242. 
5 Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. 1952. 
6 Alcorn, page 88. 
7 Alcorn, page 106. 
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The heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up 
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 2 
Peter 3:10   

 
We talk about how the earth will be destroyed because that is a simple way to say it, but the 
Greek wording here best communicates that the bad things will be judged and burned away, 
while the good things will be exposed or laid bare (NIV).8 There is continuity between the 
present and future states of creation.  
 
Understanding that God is going to renew the Earth and live here with us corrects 
a multitude of errors.9   
 
It frees us to love the world that God has made, while we recognize that we need to separate 
ourselves from the elements that are corrupted by sin. God Himself gave us the Earth, filled 
us with love for it (as well as with a sense that it is home), and He will delight to give us the 
restored version that truly meets our longings! One of the most important characteristics of 
home is that it is familiar. The New Earth is going to have to have some sense of familiarity 
and fond memories if it is going to feel like home to us. 
 
Everyone we know is living with homesickness for Heaven. People think they want all kinds of 
other things, but what we really all want is fellowship with God and to be in the place we 
were made to live: the New Earth without the curse.   
 

The modern philosopher had told me again and again that I was in the right place, and I 
had still felt depressed even in acquiescence. When I heard that I was in the wrong 
place, my soul sang for joy, like a bird in spring.  I knew now why I could feel homesick 
at home.10 

 
When our reality is adequately explained, it resonates with us and empowers us to endure a 
difficult life.   
 
The truly good things in life are good to us not because we are sinners; they’re good because 
we are people. When we make Heaven out to be only spiritual, we are denying that God 
made us to be physical people and that many of the things we enjoy are not sinful. 
 
God Made Humans to Have Dominion.  
  
God’s ideal situation is for every man to have his own property in a sense—a place where he 
can be creative and partner with God in productivity.11 God promises us an inheritance, which 
typically (and especially in Biblical examples) involves land, not just some unspecified wealth.   
 
There is no reason to believe that we’re going to go back to the exact conditions of 
the Garden, though. 
 
 

 
8 See a lengthy discussion on this idea with great commentary support in Alcorn, pages 151-154. 
9 Alcorn, page 160. 
10 Chesterton, G.K. Orthodoxy. 1908. 
11 Alcorn, page 210. 
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 The New Jerusalem is clearly more technologically advanced than Eden was. People will 
come with memories of technology, and there’s no reason to think we will have to go back to 
the very beginning without all the knowledge and skills that have already been developed. 
There is nothing sinful about machines, so we should not assume that the New Earth will be a 
return to primitive conditions where we have to reinvent the wheel as if we never knew it 
existed (or cars or computers).  
 

Life in the new creation will not be a repristination of all things—a going back to the 
way things were at the beginning.  Rather, life in the new creation will be a restoration 
of all things, involving the removal of every sinful impurity and the retaining of all that is 
holy and good.  Were the new creation to exclude the diversity of the nations and the 
glory of the kings of the earth, it would be impoverished rather than enriched, 
historically regressive and reactionary rather than progressive.12 

 
In the description we read of the New Jerusalem, we saw gates, roads, a river, trees, gold, 
and precious stones, among other things. Without crime, pollution, overcrowding, and 
poverty, it will be an exciting place to be. Most importantly, we will have permanent access to 
God himself! Each one of those features speaks of the attributes of God. We can learn a lot 
about people by visiting their homes, and we will learn much about God by exploring and 
enjoying this city that He made. 
 
 
What Will Our Bodies and Personalities Be Like? 
  
We just need to reiterate this: we will spend eternity in actual physical bodies.  
 

And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God.   
Job 19:26 
 

God intended for our bodies to last as long as our souls when He first created mankind.  Any 
idea about an afterlife that involves anything less than full bodily resurrection is not a 
Christian idea.13 
 

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he 
is.   1 John 3:2   

 
This verse means that we will be like Jesus in character: sinless and righteous. Revelation 22:4 
tells us that we will see God’s face, and that means that a radical transformation must happen 
to us. There is no way we could see God’s face in our sinful state. Hebrews 12:14 says that 
“without holiness no one will see the Lord,” so we must be holy when we meet Him! 
 
Jesus’ physical resurrected body may give us clues about what our bodies will be like, since 
Paul gave us the exciting news that our new bodies will be like his.  
 

 
12 Venema, Cornelius P. The Promise of the Future. Banner of Truth, 2000. Page 482. 
13 Alcorn, page 113. 
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But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself.  Philippians 3:21 
 

Jesus ate actual food and his body could be felt with their hands. He was not a ghost. He was 
made of substance. I expect that all of those things will be true of our new bodies, too.   
 
Jesus could also materialize through walls and ascend into heaven. We can’t know for sure if 
that will be true of us, too, but the above verse makes it seem so. I expect that our new 
bodies will be quite a lot like our current bodies, but without the curse and all the pain and 
degeneration it introduced. Maybe the rules of physics work a little differently on new bodies 
or maybe we learn to harness quantum mechanics (whatever that is) to teleport. If we can 
hold our breath to go underwater, maybe there’s some molecular thing we can learn how to 
do to allow us to walk through a wall! There’s nothing sinful about letting your imagination 
have fun with these things. 
 
We should be careful, though, not to expect that we will be able to be in more than one place 
at a time like God can. We will not become God, and we will not become angels. Angels are 
angels, and humans are humans. I fully expect we will retain our gender, since Paul made 
sure we understood that men and women are equal in Christ. Jesus stayed a man in His 
resurrected body. 
 
We don’t know how old we will appear in Heaven, but we do know that God values children. 
Kids are curious, adventurous, eager to hear stories, and receptive to physical touch. Without 
the curse, we will surely have these characteristics no matter what age we appear.14 
 
Jesus gave the illustration of a seed that dies and becomes something better. Our bodies now 
are like an acorn, while our resurrected ones will be like the oak tree in comparison. Think of 
a caterpillar/butterfly, a bulb/tulip. The same DNA, yet different and better! 
 
If I am going to be me in heaven, then I’m going to have to remember my life here on earth. 
Otherwise I will not truly be me anymore. It would be as though a different person went to 
Heaven. I believe that somehow our memories will be cleansed from the things that would 
bring pain or shame. Perhaps all the suffering and sin will be like the black velvet that sets off 
the true beauty of the diamond. We will not ever look directly at it, yet the fact that it was 
part of our story will make our redemption all the more beautiful and appreciated.  
 
We could not be associated with our past actions in any way if we get to eternity with no 
memory of who we were before. Judgment would be meaningless, and so would rewards. We 
must somehow retain our own distinct identity from this life to the next. We will be 
transformed, but our former identities will not be destroyed. They will be returned to the 
original design.15   
 
 
 
 

 
14 Alcorn, page 298-299. 
15 Alcorn, page 115. 
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What Will Our Relationship with God Be Like?   
 
Our longing for Heaven is a longing for God! It’s not selfish to want to be in a place where 
there is no more deception, pain, and brokenness. 
 
Every single eternal pleasure will derive itself from being in God’s presence.16 We can’t 
separate our experience of God from life, relationships, and the other things in the world that 
He gave us. We will never be bored in Heaven, because we will spend eternity exploring the 
depths of God’s creativity and love and personality through the tangible things He has made.  
 

The seeing of God in the glorified body of Christ is the most perfect way of seeing God 
with the bodily eyes that can be; for in seeing a real body that one of the persons of the 
Trinity has assumed to be his body, and that he dwells in for ever as his own in which 
the divine majesty and excellency appears is as much as ‘tis possible for it to appear in 
outward form or shape.17   

 
Jesus didn’t have two separable components that he could switch on and off—man and God. 
He was and is and now will always be man and God! Our experience of God in Heaven will 
center on Jesus. But next to the incarnate Christ, it is Heaven—the place God made in which 
He dwells with us—that will reveal more about God than anything else.   
 
I’m sure there will be much to delight us, but whether we are enjoying angels or each other 
or anything else on the New Earth, it will be because of what we see of God in those 
creations. God is the source of all good things. When they satisfy us, it is God who satisfies 
us.   
 
There is no competition between loving God and loving Heaven. Our groom has gone to 
prepare a beautiful place for us, and He wants us to think about it and get excited about it. 
Thinking about Heaven should not be viewed as an obstacle to knowing God. It should be 
seen as a means of knowing Him.   
 

God isn’t displeased when we enjoy a good meal, marital sex, a football game, a cozy 
fire, or a good book.  He’s not up in Heaven frowning at us and saying, ‘Stop it. You 
should only find joy in me.’  This would be as foreign to God’s nature as our heavenly 
Father as it would be to mine as an earthly father if I gave my daughters a Christmas 
gift and started pouting because they enjoyed it too much. No, I gave the gift to bring 
joy to them and to me—if they didn’t take pleasure in it I’d be disappointed. Their 
pleasure in my gift draws them closer to me. I am delighted that they enjoy the gift.18  

 
It’s possible for a child to become so preoccupied with a gift that they completely forget the 
giver, but that will not be possible in when we are in God’s presence. We will have no capacity 
to turn people or objects into idols as we do now. By finding joy in His gifts, we will be 
rejoicing in Him.  
 
God is infinite so He will be forever interesting and exciting!   

 
16 Alcorn, page 171. 
17 Edwards, Jonathan. The Works of Jonathan Edwards, Volume 2. Ball, Arnold, and Co., London, 1840. Page 900. 
18 Alcorn, page 177 



Choose You This Day                                                                                                                                                                     Lesson 23: The Not Yet 

 561 

 
We will constantly be more amazed with God, more in love with God, and thus ever 
more relishing his presence and our relationship with him.  Our experience of God will 
never reach its consummation. We will never finally arrive, as if upon reaching a peak 
we discover there is nothing beyond. Our experience of God will never become stale. It 
will deepen and develop, intensify and amplify, unfold and increase, broaden and 
balloon.19 

 
Going to Heaven without God would be like a bride going on her honeymoon without her 
groom. There is no such thing. Being with God—knowing Him and seeing Him—is the central, 
irreducible draw of Heaven.20   
 
 
What Will We Do in Heaven?  
 
Several times, scripture mentions crowns as rewards. Crowns indicate who is in charge, so if 
this is our reward, it seems that we will somehow share in the responsibilities and privileges 
that come with ruling. 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 tells us that we will judge the world, and even judge 
angels. The verb tense indicates that this is an ongoing thing, not just a one-time event.21 
 
Whatever the specifics may turn out to be, I expect that we will be given meaningful, 
satisfying work, along with opportunities, wisdom, abilities, resources, and empowerment to 
do it excellently. With sharp minds, strong bodies, clear purpose, freedom from being 
thwarted by sin, and complete joy, then work will be a pleasure.22 Perhaps we’ll also have that 
quality about kids in which things keep being fun over and over and over. I think that’s how 
service will feel to us. 
 
Humans were made to want to seek out new worlds because we were made to be curious. 
Discovery is probably the greatest joy in the human experience. As we explore the New 
Jerusalem and the surrounding Earth, and probably even the whole universe, we will be 
exploring the wonders of God Himself. He will always surpass our expectations and will 
forever give us more of Himself and His creation to discover.23 Perhaps our senses will be 
heightened to accommodate some of these discoveries, as well.   
 
We will always be learning new things.  We won’t instantly become omniscient when we get 
to Heaven. That’s a good thing, because otherwise there could be no discovery! 
  

If God had all the answers in his right hand, and the struggle to reach those answers in 
his left, I would choose God’s left hand.24   

 
We will eat food on the New Earth, since we are told that we will eat of the Tree of Life and 
that there will be a marriage feast, among other things. Curiously, we are told that the leaves 

 
19 Storms, Sam, in an unpublished essay. 
20 Alcorn, page 187 
21 Alcorn, page 217 
22 Alcorn, page 234 
23 Alcorn, page 291. 
24 Attributed to Martin Luther. 
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of the Tree of Life are for the healing of the nations. So perhaps we will still have needs, but 
these needs will never be unmet by being in God’s presence. Mankind will still be tied to the 
Earth but will not be struggling to exist like he is now. Some people say we will not 
experience hunger because of Revelation 7:16, which says “Never again will they hunger; never 
again will they thirst.” But I’m pretty sure this means our desire to eat and drink will never go 
unmet. It would not be delightful to eat the bountiful produce of the New Earth if we never 
felt an appetite for it. 
 
I expect that we will enjoy friendships and community with other resurrected humans. God 
made people in His image. Each one is a wonderful expression of Himself and shows a bit of 
His image in a way that no one else on earth does.25 It is completely appropriate for us to 
have certain people in our hearts and to look forward to being with them and finding eternal 
joy in them! God ultimately showed us what He is like through Jesus Christ, but on a smaller 
scale, He shows us what He is like through His people.  Friendships will enhance our 
knowledge of God, not distract from it. 
 
While the Bible is clear that there will not be marriage in Heaven, there is no reason to believe 
that we will not still share a close relationship with our believing spouses if we share a close 
relationship now. Our common memories will bring us joy, and we will enjoy each other anew 
with no sin. We needn’t worry about second marriages because there just won’t be tension or 
awkwardness over things like that when all is made new.  
 
We won’t run out of things to talk about because things will keep happening. There will 
always be stories to tell of God’s goodness and our experiences of Him. 
 
 
Other Meaningful Possibilities 
 
We don’t know how far the power of the resurrection might go. Maybe certain works of art, 
literature, or music will survive.26 
 
We won’t miss things from the old Earth. God has fashioned us to want precisely what He will 
give us, so what He gives us will be exactly what we want.  
 
It’s likely that we will wear beautiful clothes. God ordained gorgeous, lavish outfits for the 
priests of the Temple, and we are going to be priests and kings in Heaven.27  
  
God desires and enjoys the development of human culture. Angels could have maintained 
God’s world, but He chose to give humans the job of being his imagers. It is only those of us 
who bear the image of God that can develop, expand, and enrich the Earth in the way He 
intended. If mankind and the Earth will continue for eternity, then culture must continue, as 
well. 
 
It’s also very possible that our pets will be there. Joni says it would be just like God to do 
that: 

 
25 Tada, page 104. 
26 Alcorn, page 381. 
27 Alcorn, page 297. 
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It would be totally in keeping with His generous character… Exorbitant. Excessive.  
Extravagant in grace after grace.  Of all the dazzling discoveries and ecstatic pleasures 
heaven will hold for us, the potential of seeing Scrappy would be pure whimsy--utterly, 
joyfully, surprisingly superfluous.28   

 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if parents who lost children could have the joy of raising them up to 
adulthood on the New Earth? It’s not out of line to hope for things like that.29 One way or 
another, we will have no more suffering and unmet longing. 
 
We will never again want to sin because we will see God for who He is. At that point we will 
see all other things for what they are, too, including sin. We will not be tempted by lies 
because sin will not appeal to us, just like moldy food does not appeal to us now. The sin 
nature we currently experience is actually foreign to our humanity.   
 
The things we love about people are the beautiful things God has placed in them as an 
extension of His image. When God forever withdraws from unbelievers, by their choice, they 
will no longer reflect His beauty. They’ll be stripped of the qualities we loved. Therefore, they 
will not really be the people we once loved.30  
 
 
Living in the “Already” with the “Not Yet” in View 
 
God uses suffering and death to unfasten us from this earth and to set our minds on what lies 
beyond this life. If the choices we make during our brief stay on earth affect the world to 
come, we should be learning about it now. It would make this life more endurable if we truly 
believed that our suffering was going to be worth it and that eternity is close at hand. 
 
Florence Chadwick determined in 1952 to swim from Catalina Island to the mainland of 
California. She swam for 15 hours through foggy, chilly weather before she finally asked to be 
pulled into the boat. Once she was on the boat, she could see that the shore was less than a 
half a mile away.  Her comment at a press conference the next day was, “Look I’m not 
excusing myself, but if I could have seen land, I know I would have made it.”31  
 
Many people believe they will be going to Heaven. But Jesus said most people will not choose 
to go there. “Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” 
(Matthew 7:14).  We simply must think about this before we die, and if you are making 
conscious choices not to walk with the Lord in any area of your life, or if there is no evidence 
of the Fruit of the Spirit in you (love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, self-
control), then it is time to evaluate whether you have really taken the narrow road. Who 
really has your loyalty?  
 
We will never achieve sinlessness in this life, which is a constant frustration to us, but it 
should be that the anticipation of eternal life in a resurrected universe causes us to live 
differently. In light of our coming resurrection, Paul tells us:  

 
28 Tada, Joni Eareckson. Holiness in Hidden Places. Nashville, J. Countryman, 1999. Page 133. 
29 Alcorn, page 298. 
30 Alcorn, page 363. 
31 Browse Biography: http://www.browsebiography.com/bio-florence_chadwick.html  
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 … be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  1 Corinthians 15:58   

 
The reason our labor is not in vain is because of the resurrection! 
 

Every kingdom work, whether publicly performed or privately endeavoured, partakes of 
the kingdom’s imperishable character.  Every honest intention, every stumbling word of 
witness, every resistance of temptation, every motion of repentance, every gesture of 
concern, every routine engagement, every motion of worship, every struggle towards 
obedience, every mumbled prayer, everything, literally, which flows out of our faith-
relationship with the Ever-Living One, will find its place in the ever-living heavenly order 
which will dawn at his coming.32 

 
This ought to be a great encouragement to those of us who feel we have our hands tied 
when it comes to our ability to do “significant” ministry, and it ought to be eye-opening to 
those who haven’t stopped to think much about applying their faith to real life. 
 
When the Bible says to do everything for the glory of God, it really means that everything we 
do can glorify God!  We may get caught up in the mundane tasks of keeping a home and 
going to work, or we feel pulled in all different directions in serving people in ways that do not 
seem significant to us. Maybe we’ve come to believe that evangelism is the only truly spiritual 
work.  
 

On that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of the horses, “Holy to the Lord.” 
And the pots in the house of the Lord shall be as the bowls before the altar. 
Zechariah 14:20 

   
If the ordinary cooking pots are going to be holy in that day when all things are restored, I 
can view my cooking pots as holy today as I use them for the sacred work of sustaining life. 
Be faithful in the little things first, then watch and see how He uses you! 
 
The Bible mentions so much about heavenly reward corresponding to how we live in this life 
that we must not think it’s selfish to consider the eternal ramifications of our actions. 
   

The saints are like so many vessels of different sizes cast into a sea of happiness where 
every vessel is full: this is eternal life, for a man ever to have his capacity filled. But after 
all ‘tis left to God’s sovereign pleasure, ‘tis his prerogative to determine the largeness 
of the vessel.33  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
32 Milne, Bruce. The Message of Heaven and Hell. Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2002. Page 257.  
33 Edwards, Jonathan. Quoted in John Gerstner, Jonathan Edwards on Heaven and Hell. Grand Rapids, Baker, 
1980. Page 21-22. See also Joni Eareckson Tada’s discussion on this idea in Heaven, page 89. 
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Our present existence is a dot, while our eternity in Heaven is a line coming off it. Right now, 
we live in the dot, but ought to be living for the line while in the dot. There is a reason we are 
told to lay up treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:19-20). Somehow those treasures from the 
dot get sent on ahead into the line.34  
 
 

 
 

 
 
There is great reward for living a life of devotion to God, both in this life and the next. There 
will be loss for those who do not. Why wait for Heaven to develop a closer relationship with 
our Creator? A person who understands that they are seated with Christ in Heaven and that 
they are headed toward an eternity in His presence will not spend their life tearing others 
apart or filling their mind with garbage.35 
 
Another thing that happens to a person whose mind is on Heaven is that they begin to 
recognize why they are never completely happy or satisfied, and to accept that as a 
temporary condition. The best things in life are souvenirs of Earth. Instead of being sad when 
the good things are so few and far between, we can recognize that we’re torn between Eden 
and the New Earth. We are not what we were created to be, and we are not yet what we will 
be. It helps us to be convinced that suffering is a temporary condition and to recognize those 
beautiful glimpses we get of the future. “HOPE.” 
 
If Heaven fills our hearts and minds, then God will fill our hearts and minds. Get your mind on 
Heaven.  Seek first His kingdom, and all these other things will be added to you, as well! Let’s 
finish where we began: 

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away... And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.   
 
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and 
true.”  Revelation 21:1, 3-5  

 

 
34 Alcorn, page 436. 
35 Alcorn, page 192-193. 


