
#27: REMNANT, (ROMANS 11:1-10)
In every context and in every era there is a response required of people in certain
situations to continue to press forward into flourishing.

This concept can be illustrated in the example of Blockbuster Video and Netflix. Both
were video stores of different eras. Blockbuster was an effective business in the 1990’s.
Netflix began to be effective in the 2000’s and expanded their effectiveness into the
present day through a process of adaptation where necessary.

The phenomenon of Blockbuster Video is documented in the film “The Last
Blockbuster”. The documentary tells the story of the rise and fall of Blockbuster Video.
The documentary explores how Blockbuster put independent video rental stores out of
business by striking revenue-share deals with film studios (allowing Blockbuster to
negotiate lower prices in exchange for a cut of the rental fees), and how Blockbuster
itself collapsed as a result of poor management and the financial crisis of 2007–2008.1

The documentary “Netflix vs. the World” tells the story of Netflix. It’s a story of how a
tiny, broke Silicon Valley startup slew giants of the movie rental world, warded off
Amazon and forced movie making and distribution into the digital age.2

2 https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8407418/
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Blockbuster Video rose up to prominence in the 1990’s because of being able to offer
cheaper VHS rentals than mom and pop video rental shops. Blockbuster fell because of
their inability to adapt to the desire for customers to have DVD’s mailed to them fast
enough and cheap enough, which Netflix picked up on.

Netflix adapted to the changing atmosphere around them. Blockbuster did not, or at
least did not quickly enough to meet the demand of the business climate of the times.

During the apostle Paul’s time, Israel was figuratively Blockbuster. The Messiah, the
Savior of the world, the one whom the Israelites had waited for, had come to the earth,
lived a perfect, sinless life, willingly allowed Himself to be handed over to execution by
the Israelites themselves, risen again, appeared to many people in resurrected form,
and then sent out a legion of believers in Him to shake up the world with miracles,
proofs, boldness, signs, and radical, sacrificial love.

But much of Israel missed their moment. Steeped in religiosity, tradition, and scruples
over the Mosaic Law, many of them had rejected the Messiah.

And then, like Netflix, the Church began to spring up and grow all around them, much to
their frustration and confusion.

Heading into Romans 11:1-10, we first remember that   Paul had addressed his concern
for his fellow Jews (9:3) while affirming God’s sovereign right to choose to show mercy
or punish unbelief (9:14–33). Here, in Romans 11:1-10, Paul acknowledged that Israel’s
rejection of Christ was part of God’s sovereign plan to extend salvation to the Gentiles
(non-Jewish people), but he insisted that God is not yet finished with Israel as His
chosen people.3 Blockbuster could still become Netflix, if they were willing to lay down
the unnecessary, dead and irrelevant to do so.

Romans 11 begins with Paul saying;

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? Absolutely not! For I too am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. (Romans 11:1)

Paul had spent the previous two chapters addressing the problem of the Jews’ rejection
of Jesus as Messiah and the implications of that rejection for salvation. Paul now
emphatically insisted that, while Israel may have rejected God’s gift of salvation in

3 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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Christ, God had not rejected Israel in return. Despite appearances, Israel still played a
role in God’s plan of salvation, and His promises to Israel had not been invalidated.4

The question was, would Israel adapt to the new Netflix era, or stay in their Blockbuster
ways? Jesus had come. Jesus had fulfilled the law completely, and certainly overthrown
many ceremonial and historical laws while preserving all the righteous morality of the
law flawlessly. Israel had every reason to believe that Jesus was truly who He said He
was. The gospel accounts point to the fact that Jesus didn’t invalidate Himself by any of
His actions or words.

Also, Paul emphasized his own Jewish lineage as proof that at least some within ethnic
Israel will be saved by stating “He was of the tribe of Benjamin”.5 Paul had moved from
Blockbuster thinking to Netflix thinking. It was a much more dramatic shift than video
retailers! Paul had once been a killer of Christians, persecuting them to the ends of the
earth. Then Paul got knocked literally and figuratively off of his horse, seeing a vision of
the risen Christ and being repentantly redirected towards discipleship and mission. Paul
said of himself;

13 Even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an arrogant man, I
received mercy because I acted out of ignorance in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our
Lord overflowed, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners”—and I am the worst of them. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, so that in
me, the worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his extraordinary patience as an
example to those who would believe in him for eternal life. (1 Tim. 1:13-16)

Figuratively, Paul would have been like the Blockbuster CEO leaving the company and
leading the charge for Netflix’s marketing company, but this was a life or death paradigm
shift with massive consequences! Paul’s conversion and subsequent bold and wild
missionary work for Jesus was a wild adventure full of risk which impacted the
Mediterranean world, and we’re still feeling the shockwaves of that impact today!

So Paul clearly knew, through supernatural revelation, scriptural knowledge, and
personal experience, that it was possible for a stiff necked, religious zealot like him even
to leave dead Blockbuster ways into the Netflix era and follow Jesus.
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2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 11:1). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

4 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
2016). Faithlife Study Bible (Ro 11:1). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.

https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Ro11.1&off=447&ctx=+been+invalidated.%0a+~+Paul+emphasizes+his
https://ref.ly/logosres/fsb?ref=Bible.Ro11.1&off=0&ctx=omans+9%E2%80%9311+(Boice)%0a%0a~11:1+++Paul+has+spen


Jesus even announced that ‘the kingdom of God would be taken from Israel’ (Matt.
21:41); and when asked by the Eleven apostles, after His resurrection, if He would at
that time “restore the kingdom to Israel,” His reply was a virtual admission that Israel
was in some sense already out of covenant (Acts 1:9). Yet here Paul was teaching that,
in two respects, Israel was not “cast away.” First, Israel was not entirely cast away. For
Paul also was an Israelite (see Phil. 3:5)—and so a living witness to the contrary; a
descendant of Abraham—of pure descent from the father of the faithful; of the tribe of
Benjamin (Phil. 3:5)—that tribe which, on the revolt of the ten tribes, constituted, with
Judah, the one faithful kingdom of God (1 Ki. 12:21), and after the captivity was, along
with Judah, the kernel of the Jewish nation (Ezra 4:1; 10:9).6

Jesus pressed into the fact that Israel would miss the new Messianic era out of their
own religious arrogance. He spoke a parable about this into the faces of the religious
leaders of the time.

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner, who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. He leased it to tenant
farmers and went away. 34 When the time came to harvest fruit, he sent his servants to
the farmers to collect his fruit. 35 The farmers took his servants, beat one, killed another,
and stoned a third. 36 Again, he sent other servants, more than the first group, and they
did the same to them. 37 Finally, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he
said.

38 “But when the tenant farmers saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, threw him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. 40 Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those farmers?”

41 “He will completely destroy those terrible men,” they told him, “and lease his
vineyard to other farmers who will give him his fruit at the harvest.”

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.
This is what the Lord has done
and it is wonderful in our eyes?,

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people producing its fruit. 44 Whoever falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on
whomever it falls, it will shatter him.”

6 Brown, D., Fausset, A. R., & Jamieson, R. (n.d.). A Commentary, Critical, Experimental, and Practical,
on the Old and New Testaments: Acts–Revelation (Vol. VI, p. 258). London; Glasgow: William Collins,
Sons, & Company, Limited.
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45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they knew he was
speaking about them. 46 Although they were looking for a way to arrest him, they feared
the crowds, because the people regarded him as a prophet.  (Mt 21:33–46)

So on one hand we had Blockbuster Israel, rejecting their promised Messiah when He
was right in front of them, proving all that He was by example, word and deed. On the
other hand, we had kats like Paul who had once been Blockbuster Israel, and through
dramatic conversion met the risen Netflix Jesus, and adapted accordingly.

Not all religious hypocrites are hopelessly beyond the reach of God’s redeeming, gospel
infused, forgiving love. But like Blockbuster, they must adapt, or perish in the wake of
Netflix’s momentum. Paul continues;
2 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Or don’t you know what the
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he pleads with God against Israel? 3

Lord, they have killed your prophets and torn down your altars. I am the only one
left, and they are trying to take my life! 4 But what was God’s answer to him? I have
left seven thousand for myself who have not bowed down to Baal., (Romans
11:2-4)

Though they were perishing in their Blockbuster ways, God had not rejected His people.
God had foreknown that they would be His people. God didn’t care about their ethnicity,
and He cares about as much about the country of Israel as much as He cares about the
8.1 mile long country of Nauru, or the United States. God had revealed Himself to His
people individually and collectively, and He cared about their individual souls. He cared
about the individuals who would make up the collective community that would reflect
Him honestly and well.

Elijah was an OT prophet (see 1 Kgs 17–2 Kgs 2).7 Elijah was in the midst of Israel’s
culture, and exclaimed to God in prayer, “Lord, they have killed your prophets and
torn down your altars. I am the only one left, and they are trying to take my life!”
Elijah thought he was Yahweh’s last faithful servant. In 1 Kings 19, Jezebel, the wife of
Ahab, king of Israel, sought to kill Elijah after he defeated the prophets of Baal. Elijah,
alone in a cave, complained to God about Israel’s unfaithfulness. The prophet
considered himself the last faithful person, but God informed Elijah that He had a

7 Barry, J. D., Mangum, D., Brown, D. R., Heiser, M. S., Custis, M., Ritzema, E., … Bomar, D. (2012,
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remnant,8 responding, “I have left seven thousand for myself who have not bowed
down to Baal.” Baal was the Canaanite storm-god.9

Paul obviously had been driven to share the gospel and good news of Jesus Christ the
Netflix Messiah with the Blockbuster Israelites. When one studies the book of Acts they
clearly see that it was Paul’s pattern to enter a new city or territory, and if there was a
synagogue there, he would go there first before reaching out to the Gentiles. Paul firmly
believed that God “had seven thousand left for Himself” that had not bowed down to the
Blockbuster, Baal god of self-righteous religiosity.

And there are religious “Christians” today who, despite their religious arrogance,
doctrinal self assurance, hateful attitudes, unloving responses, lack of empathy,
consumerism, and individualism, have still “not bowed down to the Baal” of dead
Blockbuster religion.

Paul goes on to paint the picture of a new community of hope that would return to the
original hope of God embodied for the future hope of many generations;
5 In the same way, then, there is also at the present time a remnant chosen by grace. 6

Now if by grace, then it is not by works; otherwise grace ceases to be grace.

(Romans 11:5-6)

A “remnant'' refers to a small number of people who remain faithful to God despite the
unfaithfulness of others around them. In the context of this verse, the remnant is
composed of Jews who have put their faith in Christ. The existence of this remnant is
proof that God has not rejected all of Israel.10

A Netflix remnant, in one sense, existed in the midst of, and in another sense, had been
extracted out of, Blockbuster Israel. They were the faithful Israelites who had continued
to obey the God of Israel. They continued to hear His voice. They had not confused His
voice with another voice, or the other many “voices” around them.

And just the same, the remnant of 2022 that genuinely follows and hears from Jesus will
continue to obey and hear the God of Israel through the Holy Spirit living in them, sent
by Jesus Christ Himself. The remnant will receive guidance from God the Father of OT
and NT Israel, who speaks to His Son Jesus, and Jesus speaks to the Spirit, and the
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Spirit speaks to the genuine Jesus follower. We won’t ever listen perfectly. More so,
we’ll hear from God very imperfectly amidst all of our struggles. But our desire to hear
from God will outweigh our struggles ultimately in triumph.

We who are a remnant won’t believe ourselves to be a remnant, but will be hoping and
praying that the Lord has graciously allowed us to be the remnant.

The remnant will hear God’s voice more loudly than the voice of all the other “voices”
out there. Progressive voices. Conservative voices. The devil. The demonic. The selfish
voice that desires pleasure over purpose, comfort over risk, security over generosity,
smugness over humility, intellectualism over wisdom, and “doctrine” over obedience.
Will we heed the Lord’s call and speak on behalf of God to issues of war, gun violence,
LGBTQ issues, abortion, race, healthcare, and concern for the poor? Or will we allow
CNN or Fox News to guide us? Will we allow pastors and people with social media
followings to guide us? Or will we cultivate ears to hear the voice of the Holy Spirit?

O Lord, will you allow us to be a part of Your remnant people in this age?

Paul reminds us in 11:6 also that a remnant is one so by grace, not because of their
good works. So a group of people isn’t a remnant because they’re “the good ones”.
They’re a remnant simply because they genuinely are known by and know God. They
hear His voice, and despite their shortcomings, long to follow Him.

O Lord, allow us, by Your grace, to be a remnant in this age!

Paul continues;

7 What then? Israel did not find what it was looking for, but the elect did find it. The
rest were hardened, 8 as it is written,

God gave them a spirit of stupor,
eyes that cannot see
and ears that cannot hear,
to this day.,

9 And David says,

Let their table become a snare and a trap,
a pitfall and a retribution to them.
10 Let their eyes be darkened so that they cannot see,
and their backs be bent continually., (Ro 11:1–10)



So Israel did not find what it was looking for in Christ. However, Israel was not looking
for what God was looking for. The “elect” were looking for what God was looking for by
His grace. “The elect” Identifies those who are part of God’s people due to His
sovereign choice. Compare Rom 9:10–13.11 “The rest were hardened”. So some were
the Netflix elect remnant that did proceed in God’s grace, the rest were Blockbuster
hardened in disobedience and/or ignorance.

With all of this in mind, Paul combined three partial quotations from the OT. Deut 29:4;
Isa 29:10; & 6:9-10 to explain the phenomenon;

4 Yet to this day the Lord has not given you a mind to understand, eyes to see, or ears to
hear. (Dt 29:4)

10 For the Lord has poured out on you
an overwhelming urge to sleep;
he has shut your eyes (the prophets)
and covered your heads (the seers). (Is 29:10)

9 And he replied: Go! Say to these people:
Keep listening, but do not understand;
keep looking, but do not perceive.
10 Make the minds of these people dull;
deafen their ears and blind their eyes;
otherwise they might see with their eyes
and hear with their ears,
understand with their minds,
turn back, and be healed. (Is 6:9–10)

Each one of these OT verses comments on the Israelites’ failure to recognize God’s
work among them. The inability of the senses relates to Rom 10:14–18, where Paul
asked if Israel had “heard” the gospel message. Jesus also quoted Isa 6:9 in relation to
the religious leaders’ blindness;12

14 Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:

You will listen and listen,
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but never understand;
you will look and look,
but never perceive.
15 For this people’s heart has grown callous;
their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes;
otherwise they might see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears, and
understand with their hearts,
and turn back—
and I would heal them., (Mt. 13:14-15)

But Then Jesus said to His true disciples;
16 “Blessed are your eyes because they do see, and your ears because they do hear. 17

For truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see the things you
see but didn’t see them, to hear the things you hear but didn’t hear them. (Mt 13:16–17)

In Rom 11:9–10, Paul quoted Psa 69:22–23, implying that the Jews stumbled over
Christ and failed to recognize Him as the Messiah. (compare Rom 9:33) The quotation
from Psa 69:23 describes God’s judgment upon faithless Israel: They would experience
spiritual blindness and would be unable to recognize God’s work among them.13

Many of us know the history of Blockbuster compared to the history of Netflix.

You may have heard that Blockbuster turned down a $50 million deal to purchase Netflix
which was worth 194 billion in 2020. At the very same time, they were entering into a
20-year deal that involved streaming video-on-demand using fiber optic technology.
That was much more costly than it would have been to purchase Netflix. The only
problem was that the deal was with Enron. Unfortunately, the technology didn’t work
and Enron went bankrupt soon after and nothing came of it. It was a deal that could
have put Blockbuster a couple of steps ahead of Netflix.14

But we all know the story. Blockbuster disintegrated. Netflix continued, and grew.

May the Lord help us be on the right side of history in regard to honoring Him!
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And in 70 AD, the Israelite temple in Jerusalem was destroyed, and Judaism in all its
movements scattered, went into exile, and reconfigured itself apart from the Jewish
movement of the Christians who claimed to follow their Messiah Jesus. Under
persecution and constant pressure the movement of the early Jesus followers exploded
in growth and influence for the next couple of centuries.

May the Lord help us be on the right side of history in regard to honoring Him!

What will become of Christianity in the West? Will the rubble of our once beloved
institutions, caused by the wrecking ball of myriad exposed hypocrisies, deconstruction
to the point of annihilation of faith, and general spiritual apathy end in the way of
Blockbuster and first century Israel?

May the Lord help us be on the right side of history in regard to honoring Him!

Oh, that by the power, love, forgiveness, holiness, and goodness of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, may we develop and grow a spirit of sobriety and wisdom, eyes that see, and
ears that hear the truth and grace of God! May we be given a heart to repent when we
stumble! May the Lord reveal Himself to all of us in all His glory! May we be graciously
and worthily appointed to be God’s remnant in this age!


