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GLOSSARY 

 
Agnostic: One who does not know. 
 

ag-ˈnä-stik (n.)        
 
This is a Greek term that literally means “unknown, without knowledge, ignorant.”  In 
real life, a person you meet who claims to be an agnostic would hold to the idea that 
ultimate truth about God cannot really be known. They would want to remain 
uncommitted to either the belief in God or the conviction that there is no God.  
 
Example Sentence: I call myself an agnostic; I do not have any coherent religious faith, 
yet the one thing in my life that I feel passionate about is poetry. 
 

 
Allegory: A portion of Scripture that is interpreted to have a hidden or symbolic 
meaning. 
 

ˈa-lə-ˌgȯr-ē (n.)  
 
In an allegory, each character, item, or event is taken to be a symbol for something 
else. For example, some early interpreters taught that the two denarii that were 
given to the innkeeper by the Good Samaritan represent baptism and communion.  
 
Throughout history, there has been a lot of variation when it comes to how much 
allegorical interpretation is acceptable. It used to be the normative way of looking at 
scripture (Philo of Alexandria was famous for it, as was Augustine), but nowadays we 
shy away from it and lean heavily on literal interpretations.  
 
Allegory is a legitimate literary device, and sometimes we should consider that an 
author might be using it, but we always need to keep in mind how the ancient reader 
or listener would have understood the story. Jesus did not teach the Old Testament 
allegorically, and neither did his apostles or Paul.  
 
The big problem with allegorical interpretations is that they often end up trying to 
make the elements of the story not true, in favor of the more spiritual or esoteric 
ideas that the elements supposedly stand for. Some say that Jonah’s fish represented 
the Babylonian world power and that there never really was a fish, or that David’s 
killing of Goliath was all about overcoming Ego and it never really happened on a 
battlefield in the Elah Valley in Israel. While we may find symbolic parallels that could 
foreshadow future fuller realities (see “typology”), we must be careful not to 
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eliminate the actual historical event or to stretch the symbolic meanings to the point 
of absurdity. We don’t get to just make stuff up. 
 
An allegory is different from a parable, too. A parable may have elements that are 
symbolic for something else, but it’s really a different style of teaching. A parable is a 
true-to-life illustration that is designed primarily to teach one truth, not an attempt to 
make every detail line up with some other reality that needs to be puzzled out. 
 
Example sentence: Frankenstein can be read as a political allegory. 
 

 
Anointing: Applying oil to a person or object.  
 

(n.)        
 
The ceremonial use of this practice is a symbol of the Holy Spirit’s presence upon 
someone or something. It’s used in some traditions to signify God’s calling upon 
those called to the ministry. The term comes from shepherding. Shepherds used to 
smear the heads of their sheep with oil to protect them from certain insects that 
would burrow into the sheep’s ears and kill them. Anointing became symbolic of 
blessing, protection, and empowerment. This came to be used to set someone aside 
as a king or to request God’s blessing of healing and protection for a sick person. 
 
Anointing is a term that is often used with some other connotations in some 
segments of Christianity. People will often say that a certain person is “anointed,” and 
by that they mean that their ministry is somehow particularly effective or gets a 
visible result. In reality, every believer is anointed by God for service in his kingdom 
(see 2 Corinthians 1:21-22). 
 
Example Sentence: The priest anointed the new king with oil. 
 

 
Apocalyptic Literature: Written text about something that has never been experienced. 
 

ə-ˌpä-kə-ˈlip-tik (adj.)    
 
Apocalyptic is a genre of literature that became very popular, especially in Judaism, 
after the Exile between 210 B.C. and 200 A.D. The name comes from the Greek word 
for “revelation,” which involves the unfolding of things that were previously unknown 
and which were certainly unknowable without God unveiling them. The genre uses 
the format of a vision or a series of visions about how God will have victory over evil 
in the future. The purpose was to give hope to God’s people who are experiencing 
persecution. It’s known for its heavy use of symbolism and for the way it mixes 
familiar images in seemingly bizarre ways. 
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The word itself is an adjective, but if you get into listening to scholars talk about it, 
you’ll find it’s common for them to use it as a noun. Instead of saying “apocalyptic 
literature” all the time, they shorten it to “apocalyptic,” as in, “Apocalyptic contains a 
lot of strange symbolism.”  
 
Example Sentence: We see in his novels his sinister, almost apocalyptic, vision of the 
future. 

 

Apodictic Law: Commands that usually begin with “do” or “do not.”    
 

a-pə - ‘dik-tik (adj.) 
 
God gave his people different kinds of laws, and understanding the distinctions 
between them is an important step in grasping the genre of Old Testament law. 
Apodictic laws are direct commands that the Israelites were to obey to fulfill their 
part of their covenant with God. It’s not the kind of law that is used in court, but is 
instead focused on general principles of how to live. For example, “Do not kill” is an 
apodictic command, but it doesn’t give insight into whether it’s wrong to take 
someone’s life in self-defense or in the context of war. It’s intended to define what it 
means to be in relationship with God: “People who love Yahweh honor human life 
just like he does.” 

 
 
Apologetics: The science of defending the faith.  
 

ə-ˌpä-lə-ˈje-tiks (n.)        
 
The root word means to apologize, to answer, or to defend. It is the art of defending 
or explaining the faith to a nonbeliever or highlighting the factual foundation of a 
believer’s faith. In a way, every believer should be involved in the study of apologetics 
to some degree (1 Peter 3:15).  
 
There have been many wonderful Christian apologists throughout Church history, and 
you would do well to intersperse their work with your other reading. Some of them 
have errors in their theology that you will learn to recognize (some more serious than 
others), but this doesn’t dampen the contribution they’ve made to clear-thinking 
when it comes to a logical defense of the Christian faith and how it applies in a 
changing culture. I have personally been blessed by: 
 

• C.S. Lewis 
• Tim Keller 
• G.K. Chesterton 

A 
 
 
 
 
 



Let’s Learn!                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 4 

• Josh McDowell (and his son, Sean) 
• Chuck Colson 
• Francis Shaeffer 
• R.C. Sproul 
• Lee Strobel 
• Ravi Zacharias 
• N.T. Wright 
• Norm Geisler 

 
Example Sentence: Apologetics vindicates and justifies the Bible's worldview with 
adequate reasons and evidences. 

 
 
Apostasy: To fall away or defect from the faith.  
 

ə-ˈpäs-tə-sē (n.)   
 
Apostasy is sometimes an intentional action—a defection or break from something 
you personally affiliated yourself with. It’s the abandonment of a previous loyalty. 
Specifically related to Christianity, it’s the complete renunciation of Christ and the 
Christian faith.  
 
On the other hand, apostasy can be the falling away from key and true doctrines of 
the Bible as one adopts heretical teaching that claims to be “real” Christian doctrine. 
This type of apostasy is harder to spot and requires diligence to study and hone one’s 
discernment skills. Apostate teachers and pastors often continue right on in their 
roles of leading congregations without anyone noticing that they have slid so far from 
core doctrines of the Bible. The epistle of Jude was written because of Jude’s concern 
that the people of God would fail to recognize those who had crept in unnoticed but 
were actually denying the Lord. This is why I often caution believers not to be a “fan” 
of any celebrity teacher to the point where that person becomes the measure of 
what is safe or good teaching. We’re never off the hook from using our own minds 
and seeking God’s true nature through the Word. 
 
Example Sentence: Apostasy often has its roots in moral failure. 

 
 
Arminianism: A theological system that emphasizes the freedom of man while denying 
absolute predestination. 
 

är-ˈmi-nē-ən i-zəm (n.) 
 

Arminianism refers to a type of Protestant theology taught by a Dutch theologian 
named James Arminius (1560-1609). It is contrasted with Calvinism. Both systems are 
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attempting to understand God’s sovereignty in relationship to man’s responsibility 
when it comes to the matter of salvation.  
 
 The key issues that are generally accepted by those who identify with this theology 
are: 
 

• a denial of absolute predestination 
• an emphasis on the freedom of man 
• rejection of the idea of “eternal security"  
• rejection of the Calvinistic doctrine of the "Perseverance of the Saints" 
• belief in partial depravity instead of total depravity 

 
Arminianism is not a heresy. You can be a true Christian and a godly person and hold 
to either Arminianism or Calvinism. In fact, you don’t even have to pick one or the 
other! They are systems that are trying to explain complex things about an infinite 
God and both have their shortcomings. Never become so tied to a system that you’re 
unwilling to consider something the Bible actually says. 
 
There is a more extreme view of salvation called Pelagianism that crosses much more 
crucial doctrinal lines and which the Church has historically considered to be heresy 
(see Pelagianism). 
 
Incidentally, be careful not to confuse Arminianism with Armenianism. An Armenian 
is a native of the Eastern European country of Armenia and may not take kindly to 
being associated with James Arminius. Some writers actually confuse the two, which 
is obviously going to produce inaccurate and unreliable results.  

 
 
Atonement: Cleansing so that sinful people can have fellowship with a holy God. 
 

(n.)    
 
We can enter God’s presence (God’s sacred space) because of the sacrifice Christ 
made on our behalf to make us clean. In the Old Testament, Israelites had to keep 
making sacrifices for atonement, and even the holy places had to be cleansed once a 
year because humans made them unclean. It’s as if the sins only got covered up 
temporarily. It’s a serious business for a holy God to live among a defiled people. He 
graciously made a way for them to regularly cleanse themselves from their wrong 
actions, and even from situations in which the fluids associated with life left their 
bodies or the times they were forced to actually touch death or disease. But the 
sacrifice of Christ provided atonement once and for all so that we can actually have 
the Holy Spirit living inside us on an ongoing basis! He didn’t just cover up sin; he took 
it away. I don’t think we really grasp how remarkable this is. 
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Example Sentence: He said that young hooligans should do community service as 
atonement for their crimes. 
 

Calvinism: A theological system that emphasizes the sovereignty of God over the 
freewill of man when it comes to salvation. 
 

(n.)   
 
Calvinism refers to the system of Protestant theology taught by John Calvin (1509-
1564). The key emphasis is presented as an acronym called "TULIP.”  
 

• Total depravity of man 
• Unconditional election 
• Limited atonement 
• Irresistible grace 
• Perseverance of the Saints.  

 
These points are pretty much the opposite of the Arminian views. According to 
Calvinism, salvation of individuals is determined by a decree of God, which was made 
before the foundation of the world so that man is predestined to heaven or to hell. 
The salvation of any individual is the result of a mysterious selection only known to 
God, and a person’s freewill is subordinate to God’s choice.  
 
The Bible teaches both God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility for his own choice 
to reject or submit to God. There is mystery here. God is totally in control, yet he 
allows for meaningful human action. I’m not sure why we are told we have to choose 
between these two systems. Does God decide who will be saved? Yes. Does a person 
have a responsibility to believe? Yes. Okay, I know it’s not that simple, but I believe 
both of those and I trust that God will be proven to be just in the end. 
 
Example Sentence: He wanted to dispel the myth that Calvinism was anti-evangelistic. 

 
 
Canon: The books we currently have in our Bible. 
 
 (n.) 
 

The term comes from reed or cane, which were used to measure. It describes those 
books which “measure up” to being inspired. Canonization is the process by which 
books were inspected and then either included or rejected in the Bible. There were 
several tests done (especially for the New Testament books) to determine whether a 
letter met the criteria to be included. It had to be previously recognized as scripture 
by mutually-respected authorities. It had to be connected to one of the apostles. 
Issues of style and non-contradiction with other scriptures were considered. There 
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was no specific council that officially determined which books would be considered 
canonical. This may seem like a messy process with some uncomfortable uncertainty, 
but God chose to deliver his words through humans at particular places and times 
and so we should expect it to look like a partnership between God and man. In the 
end, we can trust that the God who could become man, fulfill Old Testament 
prophecy, and rise from the dead could also make sure the right books got into the 
canon. Reading the ones that didn’t make it is a pretty helpful exercise if you’re really 
wondering if the early Church got it right. People that make a stink about the canon 
not being correct seem to have a view of inspiration that does not actually line up 
with what the Bible itself claims to be. The canonization of the Bible stands up to 
critical investigation should you care to spend the time on it. 

 
 
Casuistic law: Laws in the Bible that have the “if, then” pattern. “If this happens, then 
you are to do this.” 
 

ka-zhə-ˈwi-stik (adj.) 
 
These would be the kinds of laws used in court cases to determine sentencing. 
They’re called “casuistic” because they have to do with case law. The apodictic law 
would be “Do not kill,” while the casuistic law would be “Whoever strikes a person 
and kills them must be put to death.” It tells them what to do in response to 
something that happened.  
 
It’s too bad that “apodictic” and “casuistic” are such technical terms that we never 
use in everyday life, because it’s actually pretty helpful to understand Old Testament 
laws with these categories in mind. In the end, remember that God was giving the 
Israelites a gift by structuring the community in a way that would honor good 
behavior and punish the bad. That’s what most casuistic law was about. (Remember 
that apodictic law was mostly about keeping the covenant they had made with God.) 

 
 
Charismatic: An emphasis on certain gifts of the Holy Spirit as a sign of the Spirit’s 
presence.  
 

ker-əz-ˈma-tik (adj.)   
 
The charismatic movement began in the early 1900’s and includes (or is a subset of) 
many different denominations. Charismata means “grace gifts.” Speaking in tongues, 
prophesying, and healing are the most prominent gifts that are emphasized. These 
are seen to be evidence of the Holy Spirit.  
 

C 
 
 
 
 
 



Let’s Learn!                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 8 

Sometimes the term “charismatic” is used less precisely to refer to a style of worship 
that is more uninhibited and celebratory. The immediate presence and personal 
experience of the Holy Spirit in one’s life is held up as one of the highest goals. 
 
Example Sentence: Charismatic churches often emphasize the revival of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
 
Chastise, chastisement: To train or instruct. 
 

(v.)   
 

We think of this as punishment, but that’s not the sense you get when you look at 
how it’s used in the Bible.  God applies chastisement as a tool for a believer’s 
sanctification so that we may “share in his holiness” (Hebrews 12:10) Think about 
disciplining kids. You don’t discipline other people’s kids. You don’t discipline your 
own just because you like being mean to them. Likewise, chastisement is something 
God applies to believers so that they change course or get rid of sin that is holding 
them back from fullness of life in Christ. It’s for our good.  
 
Incidentally, it can be difficult to tell the difference between things that happen 
because we’re being disciplined by God and things that happen because we’re 
humans living in a fallen world. Here’s the trick: If you know you’re sinning, stop. If 
you don’t know of any sin, ask God to reveal it to you if that’s what’s going on. And if 
you have a clean conscience before him, don’t try to turn the current circumstance 
into something it isn’t.  
 
Remember that you’re not on this journey alone. There’s a reason that James tells us 
to confess our sins to each other so that we may be healed. The wisdom and prayers 
of other mature believers is a lifeline when you’re struggling. 
 
Example Sentence: Those whom I love, I reprove and chastise. Be earnest, therefore, 
and repent. 

 
 
Christology: The study of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 

kri-ˈstä-lə-jē  (n.)   
 
The branch of Systematic Theology that seeks to answer some very important 
questions about Jesus that directly impact our lives and hearts: 
 

• Who is Jesus? 
• Is Jesus God? 
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• How could Jesus be both God and man at the same time? 
• Why is the virgin birth important? 
• In what sense is Jesus God’s son? 

 
Example Sentence: The relationship of Christology to New Testament study has 
remained a crucial area of study and debate. 

 
 
Chiasm: A literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated 
back in reverse order.  
 

 ˈkī-ˌa-zəm (n.)   
 
This pattern is also sometimes called a “ring structure.” It’s extremely common in the 
Bible, in both poetry and narrative. It’s easiest to demonstrate it with an example: 
 

Amos 5:4-6a 
4 For thus says the Lord to the house of Israel: “Seek me and live; 
5 but do not seek Bethel, 
and do not enter into Gilgal 
or cross over to Beersheba; 
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, 
and Bethel shall come to nothing.” 
6 Seek the Lord and live, lest he break out … 

 
You can see how the first and last statements are about seeking the Lord and living. 
Bethel is mentioned second and second-to-last. Gilgal is mentioned at the next layer 
in, and then Beersheba is sort of the hinge point in the middle.  
 
If you wanted to do a whole study on this, you’d find that the chiastic structure was a 
part of ancient thinking. Some scholars think the entire book of Matthew forms a 
chiasm. There’s no doubt that many of his stories do. Sometimes people get carried 
away with making a chiasm out of everything, but at the very least it shows how 
intelligent and creative and intentional the biblical authors were. Literature like this 
was not just slapped upon the page by ignoramuses.  

 
 
Covenant Theology: A system for understanding the overall structure of the Bible that 
emphasizes how God’s plans are always worked out according to his covenants. 
 

This theological system is usually seen as the opposite of dispensationalism, although 
both hold to the same gospel that salvation is by faith alone. So there are strong 
believers on both sides of this one, just like with Arminianism and Calvinism. For what 
it’s worth, Arminians are more likely to be Dispensationalists. Hard-core Calvinists are 
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Covenantalists. The Chapel is a bit of a hybrid. We hold to a lot of Calvinist or 
“Reformed” doctrines in our statement of faith, but we would lean more toward 
dispensationalism than covenantalism when it comes to what’s going to happen in 
the end times. It’s okay if you’re confused. These are just systems to try to make 
sense of complicated theological concepts.  
 
Basically, covenant theology separates all of God’s working with humanity into two 
categories: The Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace. The Old Testament is 
seen as the promise of Christ and the New Testament is seen as the fulfillment. That’s 
great, but there is a tendency to start spiritualizing things in the Old Testament and 
blurring out lines of separation that Dispensationalists claim ought to be there. Of 
particular importance is the role of Israel in God’s plan. Covenantalists usually move 
into what is called “Replacement Theology,” which holds that the Church completely 
replaces Israel when it comes to being the recipients of the promises of God. 
Dispensationalists would say that God still has a future plan for the ethnic nation of 
Israel and that we can’t just take all the Old Testament promises to Israel and say 
they’re really about the Church.  
 
In practical terms, the emphasis on covenants plays out in congregations when it 
comes to different rituals that they hold to be important. This is why you’ll find that 
some traditions emphasize infant baptism as a replacement for circumcision or have 
different ideas about what communion means. As you would expect, the 
organizational system that one uses to make sense of theology is going to impact 
actual practice in many ways. You’re not required to choose one man-made system 
over another. Keep studying the Word and you’ll develop some opinions and clarity 
about these things. 

 
Creed: A formal definition or summary of the Christian faith.  
 

(n.)   
 
A creed is a relatively short statement that has been carefully crafted and agreed 
upon to summarize or define what Christianity is. The ancient creeds were crafted to 
counter heresies that were prevalent at those times in history. They are not supposed 
to capture all the beliefs that Christians have; rather they distill down what we hold in 
common with other believers instead of what divides us. When you have the 
opportunity to recite a creed, you can use this to express the reality that you are 
united in faith with other believers all over the world and throughout time.  The most 
well-known and recited are the "Apostles' Creed" and the "Nicene creed."  
 

Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth; 
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And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the Virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; *  
  the third day he rose from the dead;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic* church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*This usage of “catholic” is not capitalized and means “universal.” It’s not a 
problem. 
 
 
Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God,       
   the Father almighty,       
   maker of heaven and earth,        
   of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,        
   the only Son of God,        
   begotten from the Father before all ages,             
   God from God,            
   Light from Light,             
   true God from true God,       
   begotten, not made;        
   of the same essence as the Father.        
Through him all things were made.       
For us and for our salvation            
   he came down from heaven;             
   he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,            
   and was made human.             
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;             
   he suffered and was buried.             
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.             
He ascended to heaven 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    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.             
He will come again with glory             
    to judge the living and the dead.             
His kingdom will never end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,        
    the Lord, the giver of life.       
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,        
   and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.        
He spoke through the prophets.        
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.       
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.       
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,        
   and to life in the world to come. Amen. 

 
Example Sentence: Christians profess their faith when they recite a creed. 
 

 
Cult: A system of religious beliefs and rituals. 
 

(n.)   
 
Although we normally use this term to mean a religious group that is regarded as 
unorthodox or even wacky, in academic writings it does not have a negative 
connotation. Here’s a typical quote you may come across that will confuse you if you 
don’t understand what the author means by the word “cult”: 
 
“Despite this effort to centralize the Israelite cult, biblical and archaeological evidence 
indicates that traditional cultic sites and family shrines continued to exist throughout 
the monarchy.”  
 
It just means that the religious system that centered around the temple took a while 
to be established, and the ritualistic practices (“cult rituals”) that took place in the 
worship of Yahweh often happened within homes and at other locations before the 
temple was officially recognized as the main cultic center. Just think “set of rituals” 
when you’re reading academic literature and try to get the “wacky religious people” 
out of your head. 
 
Example Sentence: Anyone who betrayed the cult could be punished by death. 
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Dispensationalism: A theological term that refers to different periods of time in which 
God worked in distinct ways.  
 

(n.) 
 
There are several varieties of dispensationalism today, but the adherents all tend to 
take the Bible quite literally and view the Church as distinct from Israel when it comes 
to end-times prophecy. Some say there are two dispensations (Old and New 
Testament), while others say there are seven, thirteen, or more. These guys are 
sometimes called “hyper-dispensationalists.”  A Progressive Dispensationalist would 
say that the Church is different from Israel and that God has worked in different ways 
with people throughout time, but that salvation has always been through believing 
loyalty and that no Old Testament person was ever saved through works. They would 
also perhaps be a bit less insistent on a strictly literal interpretation of future 
prophecy. A Progressive Dispensationalist would likely say that Jesus is on David’s 
throne right now and that this doesn’t have to wait until the Millennial Kingdom.  
 
Again, it’s just a system for trying to organize and understand complex things about 
how God works. It’s contrasted with covenantalism. You don’t have to pick one. I find 
things in each system that I agree with and disagree with, but when it comes to the 
Church being distinct from Israel, I would be in the dispensational camp. 

 
 
Depravity: The doctrine that because of Adam’s sin, all of mankind inherits a sinful 
nature from our parents.  
 

(n.) 
 
Apart from any grace on God’s part to transform a person or restrain him from sin, 
that person has a natural “bent” towards sin. Mankind is in rebellion against God, and 
any good deeds that he does as a human being do nothing to earn him favor with 
God. 
This is all really bad news, except that it’s from this entirely helpless state that we can 
experience God’s grace and glory.  
 
I’m not sure how anyone who has ever been around a young child could really 
question the sin nature, but there are differences in opinion about the degree to 
which human badness persists.  
 
One angle that I think is worth some careful thought is the consideration that 
mankind may not inherit guilt from Adam—just death. The Calvinist doctrine of Total 
Depravity would claim that we are all guilty of sin because of Adam, but another way 
of thinking is that we’re not guilty until we’ve actually sinned. Because of our bent 
toward sin (which we do inherit), every human will sin if they live long enough (which 
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I would say is 16 months, based on my own parenting experience). But a case could 
be made that babies who die are not morally guilty before God because they’ve never 
sinned, even though they are born with an inclination to sin. To explore this further, 
see this series of articles: http://drmsh.com/romans-512/ 

 
 
Ecclesiology: The section of Christian theology that deals with the Church.  
 

 i-ˌklē-zē-ˈä-lə-jē (n.)   
 
The Greek term ecclesia, means "called out" ones. Isn’t that interesting? That’s what 
we are, no matter where we live or what building we attend on Sundays. 
 
The study of the Church includes topics like the purposes of the Church and the 
importance of ordinances, such as baptism and communion. It covers issues related 
to local church governance and what it means to be part of a larger Body. 
 
Example Sentence: One must study ecclesiology to understand the true nature of the 
Church. 

 
 
Eschatology: The section of Christian theology dealing with what is going to happen in 
the end times. 
 

e-skə-ˈtä-lə-jē (n.) 
 
What we believe about the end times can have a significant impact on how we live 
our lives and where we place our hope. It’s a worthwhile study, although the 
conclusions we come to will necessarily be less certain than what we can determine 
about Christ or the Church, etc. Eschatology helps us describe things like the rapture, 
the millennium, the tribulation, the second coming of Christ, and the role of Israel in 
future events. 

 
 
Elect, election: To be chosen for a specific use.  
 

(v.)   
 
Divine election can be individual, national, and personal. Individual election to a 
specific service can be seen by the example of Jesus choosing the disciples, and 
another is that Paul was chosen to be the Apostle of the Gentiles.  
 
The second kind of election (national) can be seen in God's selection of the Jewish 
people to be his own inheritance.  
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The personal election in Scripture refers to those who receive salvation through faith. 
Here is Peter’s description of his letter’s intended recipients in 1 Peter 1: 
 

To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the 
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with 
his blood. 

 
God has chosen believers in Christ before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). The 
election of individuals according to 1 Peter 1:2 and Eph. 1:4 is based upon the 
individuals’ belief in the truth and the application of the blood of Christ to their 
condition.  
 
Election is an important concept when it comes to the debate between the Arminian 
and Calvinist views. Whenever you’re thinking about it, be sure to remember that 
election is not always about salvation. For example, Israel was God’s elect nation, but 
not all Israelites were saved. A remnant had true faith, but not all the elect did. 
Election is sometimes used synonymously with “predestination,” but it shouldn’t 
always be.  

 
Eucharist: The Roman Catholic term for communion. 
 

ˈyü-k(ə-)rəst (n.)   
 

Also called the "the mass," "the Lord's supper," and "holy communion." The actual 
word means “thanksgiving.” Different traditions have different views of what is really 
going on when we partake of the bread and wine. Evangelicals understand the 
elements to be symbolic of Christ’s work on our behalf and that there’s nothing 
sacred about them or about the place in which the ritual takes place. Catholics believe 
the bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Christ, and that they can 
only be partaken of in places that have been sanctified. Lutheran doctrine is 
somewhere in between. Different denominations and local congregations have 
different emphases and procedures and ideas about how often it should be done. 
Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me,” so we do. 
 
Example Sentence: The Eucharist has become a central rite of Catholic worship. 
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Evangelical, Evangelicalism: A modern Protestant movement that discourages religious 
formalism and emphasizes a personal relationship with Christ.  
 

(adj., n.)   
 
Evangelion means “good news” in Greek. Since the good news is the gospel of Christ 
and we are told to share it with others, this is the basis of evangelicalism. It began 
with the Protestant Reformation, when formerly forgotten biblical truths were 
rediscovered and taught, but it picked up speed as a movement with the revivals of 
the 18th and 19th centuries. People began to be passionate about accurately 
interpreting and applying God’s word.  
 
“Evangelicalism” really shouldn’t be equated with Protestantism, but that’s what 
seems to be happening today. It has also taken on a negative connotation when it 
comes to politics. While an Evangelical Christian worldview is likely to result in more 
conservative political views, politics is not the focus of true Evangelicalism. 
 
So it’s important to realize that the definition of “Evangelical” is going to vary hugely, 
depending on who is talking and which lens is being used to assess it. 
 
Example Sentence: A number of attempts have been made to explain the hostility to 
religious and especially to evangelical Christian beliefs. 
 

 
 
Exegesis: The explanation of a text based on careful, objective analysis. 
 

ek-sə-ˈjē-səs (n.)   
 
It’s helpful to make a contrast with eisegesis, which is when the teacher or student 
brings their own ideas into the text to make a point, often at the expense of the 
actual meaning of the words. Exegesis involves observation, interpretation, 
comparison to other passages, and application to align my life with God’s desires. 
Eisegesis involves imagination, finding other passages to support what one wants a 
text to mean, and the application of one’s idea. Even though this contrast makes it 
obvious that exegesis is the way to go if you really want to learn God’s heart on a 
matter, eisegesis is a lot easier and is more pleasing to congregations. You’ll find it 
either creeping in to otherwise solid teaching or else blatantly served up in sermons 
without anybody noticing that it has a human foundation. 
 
Exegesis is “the careful, systematic study of the Scripture to discover the original, 
intended meaning. This is basically a historical task.”1 (In other words, it includes 

                                                
1 Fee and Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, page 23. 
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studying history and linguistic factors, which is why we’re making such a big deal in 
this class about spending time learning the culture and literary contexts in which the 
Bible was written. Some of the work of good exegesis comes from reading sources 
outside of the Bible to help round out the historical picture. 
 
It’s important to realize, though, that good exegesis does not automatically produce 
good theology. Exegesis provides what the Bible meant back then, but theology 
answers questions about what it means for all time. Exegesis shows what an individual 
author had to say in the context in which he was writing. Theology synthesizes this 
with the rest of Scripture and attempts to understand what God was saying in relation 
to the completed revelation. In other words, you could say that exegesis looks at the 
trees and theology looks at the forest. Both are important! 
 
Example Sentence: You can’t trust interpretations that come from sloppy exegesis. 

 
 
Foreknowledge: God knows what is going to happen before it happens. He always has. 
 

(n.) 
 
This should not be confused with predestination, which is about God making a 
decision before something happens. It has to do with his omniscience. God created 
time. Imagine that he is the air around you and the timeline of human history is a 
piece of string you’re holding. God is everywhere at once on that line. How could he 
not know what’s going to happen in the future?  
 
The belief in God’s foreknowledge is not making any kind of statement about what 
God does or does not determine should happen. It just acknowledges that he knows. 
The accuracy and detailed descriptions of the prophecies revealed to us by God 
doubtlessly prove His foreknowledge of these events. But just because God knows 
that something will happen in the future does not mean that He is the cause of that 
event. He still allows his creatures to make meaningful decisions if those decisions 
and their outcomes will not interfere with his greater plans. God can see the future 
sin of a person, but this does not mean we can blame God for that sin. God has 
chosen to allow sin and evil to run their course for the present time, but that doesn’t 
mean he approves of it. It just means he can work with it to accomplish what he set 
out to accomplish: obtaining a human family. 
 
Incidentally, there is a heresy creeping into the teaching of some popular preachers 
called “open theism,” which states that the future is not knowable, even to God, 
because of human freewill. It’s another attempt to explain the relationship between 
God’s sovereignty and man’s freewill (and I think it’s a particularly poor attempt). 
We’re getting quite a collection of those now.  
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Fundamentalism: A form of American Protestant Christianity which lays emphasizes on 
the authority of an inerrant Bible. 
 

(n.)   
 
Fundamentalism is a term that can be used to describe a commitment to the 
adherence to the basic tenets of any faith. Christian Fundamentalism began as a 
response to liberalism at the turn of the twentieth century. It found its beginnings 
from the publication of a series of books that called Christians back to the essentials 
of the faith (The Fundamentals). It’s a call for Christians to adhere firmly to these 
tenets:  
 

• The Bible is literally true and inerrant. 
• Jesus was born of a virgin and is God. 
• Salvation is obtained only through faith in what Christ accomplished on the 

cross. 
• Jesus physically and bodily rose from the dead. 
• Jesus’ miracles, as recorded in Scripture, were authentic. 
• Jesus will return before the Millennium. 

 
The problem with Fundamentalism comes with its reputation for militancy about 
being the “guardians of truth.” They’re often seen as extremists now, especially when 
it comes to their aggressive involvement in politics. 
 
My husband attended a Fundamentalist Christian high school, which was 
characterized by legalism—a lot of rules about what Christians are not allowed to do 
and guilt about not being able to do everything they said you ought to be doing. It 
seems like they were trying to create cookie-cutter Christians. God just seems to allow 
a lot more diversity. It’s important to stick with the fundamental truths of the Word of 
God and to be unafraid to proclaim them, but this needs to be balanced with grace. 
There is not only one way to live a mature Christian faith. 
 
Example Sentence: He is unwavering in his Fundamentalist beliefs. 

 
 
Genre: A type or category of literature. 
 

ˈzhän-rə (n.)   
 
The Bible is a work of literature. Each category of literature is read and appreciated 
differently from the others, and the Bible contains a great variety of these categories. 
Accurate exegesis will always include an awareness of what genre is being considered, 
because the genre dictates how that text was written and how it ought to be read. If 
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we get this wrong, the passage will likely be misinterpreted and we’ll end up with a 
wrong understanding of what God wants for us and from us. Learning about genres is 
a great step toward “correctly handling the word of truth” (1 Timothy 2:15) 
 
Example Sentence: What genre does the book fall into - comedy or tragedy? 
 
 

Gnosticism: An early heresy that threatened the Church. It centered around the idea 
that the material world is evil and the spirit is good. 
 

ˈnä-stə-ˌsi-zəm (n.)   
 
The term “Gnosticism” comes from the Greek work gnosis which means "to know." A 
Gnostic is a "knowing one." It’s not really called Gnosticism as it’s practiced today, but 
those who have taken Choose You This Day will easily recognize the beliefs as 
originating in ancient Babylon and continuing into our modern world in various forms. 
 
Whether we’re talking about the earlier or more recent forms, the religion teaches 
that its adherents possess a secret knowledge that is the privilege of the chosen elite. 
They believe in a dualistic nature of the world. There is "spirit" and there is "matter." 
All matter is seen as evil, and all spirit is pure. They teach that they may commit all 
manner of sin, but this is done in the flesh (matter) and that it cannot affect the spirit.  
 
An early Christian form of this heresy permeated the church. It taught that Jesus did 
not die on the cross, for He is God (Spirit) and cannot die. This is why John wrote the 
epistle of 1 John to argue that Jesus came in the flesh, and that when the body sins, 
we sin.  
 
There is really a lot more to it that you may be interested in. Check out these 
animated explanations by Dr. Michael Heiser:  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2Rw9i5uUBo&feature=youtu.be 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0V_rkAyv_U&feature=youtu.be  
 
Example Sentence: Gnosticism was prevalent in the time of the Early Church but has 
roots in the Babylonian Mystery religion. 

 
 
Grace: Unmerited and free favor towards the undeserving.  
 

(n.)   
 
Grace is an essential part of God’s character. It’s related to his benevolence, love, and 
mercy. It’s his grace that inclines him to forgive us and bless us abundantly, even 
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though we’ve done nothing to deserve it and we’ve done a lot to offend God. It goes 
far beyond salvation, which is wonderful enough, but God is so gracious that he keeps 
giving to us and working in us throughout our whole lives. 
 
Grace is not a loan; it’s a gift. This means we can’t repay it. It’s different from mercy, 
which is the withholding of the negative consequences that we actually deserve.  

 
 
 
Hermeneutic: How someone thinks Scripture ought to be interpreted and why they 
think that’s the best way.  
 

ˌhər-mə-ˈnü-tik (n.)   
 
This has nothing to do with a guy named “Herman.” Everyone who studies scripture 
has principles in mind as to what is appropriate to do with the text and what is not. 
For example, some traditions land more heavily on using the historical context to 
guide them, while others go straight to whichever application seems to fit their 
present situation.  
 
I would say that a good hermeneutic is one that considers literary context, historical 
context, the importance of non-contradiction among texts, and the original word 
meanings. To make use of another word we’ve learned, a good hermeneutic uses 
solid exegesis to determine what the Bible means in our own context today, rather 
than trying to make the Bible fit what we have already predetermined that it means. 
 
So while some use “hermeneutics” and “exegesis” synonymously, exegesis is actually 
only one way to come up with a hermeneutic. Some people develop their 
hermeneutic based on eisegesis (see the definition of “exegesis” for what that word 
means!). There are solid hermeneutics and wishy-washy ones. You may notice that I’m 
trying to teach you the solid version. 
 
Example Sentence: A faulty hermeneutic can be one of the most corrupting influences 
to God-honoring faith. 

 
 
Holy: Set apart or separate. 
 

(adj.)   
 
God is completely other from his creation. He is different from us. This is such an 
important concept in scripture that it’s mentioned 431 times. God’s holiness is one of 
the hardest attributes to grasp because it’s so different from our own nature, unlike 
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grace, truth, and love, which we can experience to a small degree. It has to do with 
being blameless—pure and without sin.  
 
Even though we are not morally pure like God is, he wants us to pursue holiness. In 
fact, that’s what the Holy Spirit’s primary role is in our lives—making us more like God 
day by day as we submit to him. Our own pursuit of holiness includes progression 
towards moral purity (righteousness), but that’s only part of it. In a big-picture way, 
it’s all about being set apart or separate.  
 
The Old Testament tabernacle and temple, along with the Law, can give us a picture of 
holiness. A perfectly “clean” God lived in the very center of his people, but you 
couldn’t just walk into the courts any old day in any condition and expect to survive. 
Holiness carries with it the sense that anything impure is burned up in its presence. So 
in order for a holy God to live in community with an unholy people, he had to make a 
way for them to be made clean to enter his presence. The tabernacle and temple and 
their surrounding areas were considered “sacred space,” and the Law specified 
exactly what needed to be done to make someone clean to go there. The people had 
to make sacrifices to atone for their sins, but they also had to do ritual cleansing from 
things like the loss of body fluids or contact with death. This is because those fluids 
were associated with life, and to lose them from your body (by having your period or 
having sex, for example) meant something life-giving was leaving you. God is so very 
holy that nothing life-giving ever leaves him, and he emphasized this by specifying 
that people needed to be cleansed or “sanctified” every time something un-God-like 
happened to them. It wasn’t a punishment, it was a real-life illustration or acting out 
of a reality: “I’m not like God, so if I want to be with him, I need to follow through with 
the way he says I can be made clean.”  
 
Do you see how this was always pointing to Christ? We don’t need ritual bathing or 
animal sacrifices now because we have the once-and-for-all thing that God did to 
sanctify us in his eyes. We have full access to sacred space at all times, as long as we 
do it the way God provided—through Christ. This is why so many metaphors are used 
of what Jesus did: he’s the atoning sacrifice, the water of life, the bread of life, etc. All 
of these things associated with the temple would have had more meaning to the early 
Jewish Christians who were coming straight out of the age of Law (the illustration) and 
into the age of Grace (the reality).  
 
Also notice that just because this sanctification through Christ is available to every 
person, not every person takes advantage of it. The universalist idea that everyone is 
covered by the sacrifice of Christ whether they believe or not just doesn’t hold up to 
the total picture God has always been revealing through illustrations: a person has to 
come to God with believing loyalty according to the terms God sets in order to be in 
relationship with him. Otherwise there is nothing pure that can withstand his holy 
presence. Besides, we’re made for a whole lot more than to just be saved by the skin 
of our teeth. As Spurgeon said, “To be kept holy is better than merely to be kept 
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safe.”2 If we don’t realize what a gift it is to be blameless before God, and if this 
doesn’t translate into a desire to walk with God to become more like him, we’re 
missing out on real life. 
 

 
Homiletics: The study of how to give a good sermon. 
 

ˌhä-mə-ˈle-tiks (n.) 
 
You can hear the Greek word homiletikos or “homily” in there. That’s the part of the 
service in which the pastor or priest delivers a message. Homiletics is learning the art 
of preaching a sermon, teaching a Bible study, or giving an evangelistic message to a 
group. Pastors who study homiletics in Bible college or seminary are taught how to 
prepare sermons and be persuasive or effective in the way they speak in front of 
people. 
 
Example Sentence: He had an excellent Homiletics professor. 

 
 
Humanism: The idea that mankind is the sole source of all problems and therefore, is 
the answer to all problems.  
 

(n.)  
 
Humanism is a faith in the goodness of man and a confidence that he can resolve all 
issues without any need for a God. There are different forms of humanism, but for our 
purposes here we’re really talking about “secular humanism.” A secular humanist 
forms all of his/her ideas about morality and justice apart from scripture.  
 
Christians actually have quite a bit in common with secular humanism, and that’s not 
a bad thing. We believe in the ideals of freedom and the value of humanity, and we 
believe that we should use good critical reasoning skills and be moral people. 
Obviously, the biggest difference comes in what we use to define morality. If a person 
does not believe in revealed truth from God, they invent their own rules for 
determining whether something is right or wrong. Another big difference is in our 
view of science. Christians view science as a tool to help us understand God and the 
world he has made, while humanists view it as a means to serve human ends. They 
like to claim they are more objective in the way they approach science, but the simple 
fact that they do not allow for the possibility of God’s influence shows that they are 
defining their own terms of objectivity. That’s really the bottom line: in humanism, 
humans get to make up the rules. 
 

                                                
2 Charles Spurgeon, as quoted in They Walked with God by Moody Press, page 229. 
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Example Sentence: Within secular humanism, the proper use and misuse of the 
material world is measured solely by self-interest and self-preservation.  

 
 
Hypostatic Union: Jesus is both God and man at the same time. 
 

ˌhī-pə-ˈsta-tik (adj.) 
 
Jesus took on a human nature, yet remained God at the same time without 
diminishing either one of those natures. It’s such a big idea that it deserves to have its 
own term! It’s not that Jesus is fifty-percent God and fifty-percent human. He is a 
hundred percent each. These two natures are not mixed, but each retains its 
distinction. And perhaps most incredibly, when Jesus became a man, this union of 
natures became permanent. There will never be a time in the future that Jesus is only 
God and no longer human. God existed as three persons (Father, Son, Spirit) before 
the Son came to earth as Jesus, but from that time on, the nature of humanity was 
added to the nature of God in the person of Christ. If that’s a little bit hard to get your 
head around, good! I would expect that if God is everything we say he is, there are 
probably some things he is and does that are a bit too much for us to fully grasp. 
 
One of the big questions that often comes up when considering how the hypostatic 
union works is whether or not Jesus could have sinned. “Was he able to sin but didn’t, 
or was he completely unable to sin because he was God?” Dr. Fred Dickason, my 
Christology professor at Moody, described it this way: The divine nature of Christ is 
like a railroad track; the human nature of Christ is like a wire. The two are welded 
together. The bendable human nature, being fused to the unbendable divine nature, 
was restricted by it so that he didn’t sin. Asking whether he could or couldn’t is 
probably not the right question. He wasn’t ever going to. 
 
Example Sentence: The Hypostatic Union is one of the most profound concepts in 
theology. 

 
Imprecatory Psalms: Psalms that ask God to curse or bring evil upon enemies. 
 

ˈim-pri-kə-ˌtȯr-ē (adj.) 
 
The word “imprecate” means to invoke evil on one’s enemies. There are many Psalms 
in the Bible in which the author (usually David) asks God to do terrible things to his 
enemies. Sometimes he even sounds quite demanding. We must remember that he 
was speaking according to his understanding of what justice is, which in Old 
Testament times was “an eye for an eye,” or “do to them what they did to us.” David 
was also asking that God behave according to the terms of His covenant with Israel, 
which included punishing their enemies for what they had done.  
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The most important point to keep in mind when reading these prayers is that David is 
surrendering his own perceived right to take revenge and is giving that over to God, 
asking that God do what is right. This fits hand-in-hand with how the New Testament 
teaches us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. It is clear that 
we are never to take revenge, but to recognize that it is God’s right to execute 
judgment. The only way we are to “damage” them is to show such kindness that their 
consciences are activated. 

It’s also very important to remember that our ultimate enemies are spiritual, not 
human. It’s natural to feel anger and frustration towards the people in our lives that 
mistreat us (and the imprecatory Psalms can help us voice these feelings), but 
becoming bitter and hateful is destructive and misguided. Those people will 
eventually die, but God’s enemies will continue to seek the destruction of the next 
generation. They’re the guys we can truly hate. 
 
Example Sentence: King David is the psalmist most closely associated with imprecatory 
verses. 

 
 
Imputed Righteousness: When God reckons or counts someone as being righteous.  
 

im-ˈpyüt-ed (adj.)   
 
Imputation is an accounting term. It’s as if the righteousness of Christ is added onto 
our balance sheet when we belong to him. It doesn’t mean that we automatically get 
to have his perfect, holy character, but it does mean that God views our account 
balance as satisfactory. 
 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

Example Sentence: He arrogantly imputed stupidity to anyone who disagreed with 
him.  
 

Incarnation: The theological term for the idea that God the Son took on a human body 
and human nature when he was conceived within Mary. 
 

(n.)   
 
Incarnation means “the act of being made flesh.” So even though we see God the Son 
showing up in the Old Testament sometimes as the Angel of the Lord3, he was not in 

                                                
3 For more about the identity of the Angel of the Lord as the second person of the Trinity, see The 
Unseen Realm by Dr. Michael Heiser. 
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any way a descendant of Adam until God combined his person with Mary’s DNA. And 
by being a descendant of Adam, he was qualified to be our sacrificial representative—
that’s why his death “counts” for us. 
 
Jesus’ incarnation has a lot to do with the hypostatic union, but the difference is that 
the focus in the study of the hypostatic union is on how Jesus’ two natures are fused 
in one person. When we talk about the incarnation, we’re drawing attention to Jesus’ 
humanity.  
 
Many Christians today are increasingly uncomfortable with the celebration of 
Christmas, pointing out its pagan roots and that it’s not even the time of year that 
Jesus was born. Some of those things bother me, too (and we haven’t even 
mentioned commercialism!), so I turn my attention this time of year to an intentional 
celebration of the incarnation. It’s just a really amazing thing that God became a 
helpless baby! That deserves a pretty big celebration, and the ways we know how to 
do that are influenced by our culture. Get rid of whatever might be distracting or 
contrary to the message, but otherwise give Him the best party you can throw! 
 
Example Sentence: She believed she was an Egyptian queen in a previous incarnation. 

 
 
Justification: When God declares the repentant sinner “not guilty” of all their past sin. 
 

(n.)   
 
Justification is the pronouncement that we are righteous, even though we in practice 
we will continue to sin. It’s a legal term. It’s as if the judge says, “You’re free to go.” 
The record of our offense is cleared. In light of the blank slate, God has nothing 
against us.  
 
This is only possible because Christ took on himself the sentence that would have 
been ours, which he could only do because our sin was transferred to his account. We 
have trouble with this illustration because we wouldn’t accept one person’s 
punishment for the crime of someone else. That doesn’t seem like justice to us! But 
let’s remember that we’re trying to balance very powerful qualities like God’s mercy 
and love with his justice. In God’s eyes in that moment, Jesus was the guilty one. The 
right person was punished because a transfer had happened. Why wouldn’t we want 
to devote our lives to a God who goes to these lengths to have a relationship with us? 
 
Example Sentence: I can see no possible justification for any further tax increases. 
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Lexicon: A dictionary developed to define the terms of a particular work. 
 

(n.)   
 
In our case, the particular work being defined would be either the Old or New 
Testament. Each Testament gets its own lexicon because they were written in 
different languages. 
 
In broader terms, every one of us has an internal lexicon—a collection of words and 
definitions that we draw from when we speak, an internalized dictionary. But because 
this course is about learning to study the Bible, we need to know how a Bible lexicon 
can help us accomplish that.  
 
A good Bible lexicon will provide definitions and nuanced meanings for every word 
found in either the Old or New Testament. It will help us understand the origins and 
root meanings of the original language, as well as giving us a bit of the cultural 
context of the biblical authors. 
 
Popular Hebrew lexicons are Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, the 
Brown/Driver/Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon (BDB), and the Koehler/Baumgartner 
Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (HALOT). 
 
Popular Greek lexicons are Liddell/Scott Greek-English Lexicon and Thayer/Smith 
Greek Lexicon. 
 
All of those names are just the last names of the scholars that wrote the lexicon. I’m 
glad there are nerds who like to write tedious reference works for us! The ones I’ve 
mentioned have been used and admired for decades, but there are newer lexicons 
being produced as more scholarship and sources become available. Lexham Press has 
one on each Testament, for example, that I expect would be good resources. 
 
Example Sentence: Further problems were encountered in the lexicon for the second 
volume. 

 
 
 
Metanarrative: An overarching storyline that gives context, meaning, and purpose to all 
of life. 
 

(n.) 
 

A blueprint is the metanarrative for the construction of a house. All of the different 
people who contribute to the building of the house do it according to the plan, even 
though their jobs may vary considerably. All religions have a metanarrative that seeks 

L 
 
 
 
 
 



  Vocabulary 

 27 

to explain reality (form a worldview). It’s a way of understanding what is true and real. 
One major problem with postmodern culture is that it largely rejects metanarratives 
and instead insists on elevating one’s own personal, individual narrative. “What is true 
for me is what gives meaning to my life.” 
 
The metanarrative of the Bible is that God created humans to be in fellowship with 
him. Our sin broke that fellowship, but through Christ’s death and resurrection, God 
has made a way for it to be restored. When we surrender to him, he makes us 
spiritually alive and adopts us into his family. Our lives have purpose and meaning 
because we serve and represent him, and we have the hope that one day he will step 
in and fix the things that are broken in the world.  

 
All the different stories, poems, and teachings in the Bible contribute to this overall 
metanarrative, much like the plumbers, electricians, and contractors contribute to 
bringing a house’s blueprint to life. Each segment of the Bible has a role in helping us 
understand something about God, about ourselves, or about how to live in our reality 
in a way that advances the metanarrative. 

 
 
Morphology: The way words are constructed with stems, prefixes, and suffixes. 
 

mȯr-ˈfä-lə-jē (n.)   
 

Morphology can mean different things, depending on whether you’re talking about 
biology or linguistics. When it comes to words, it’s all about the study of the structure 
of a language. It could include things like where words come from, how they are 
inflected, and how compounds are formed.  
 
I wanted you to learn this word because you have to work with it in Logos Bible 
Software, so you’ll probably see it elsewhere, too. It’s one of the categories you can 
use to search a text. Anytime you want to investigate what part of speech something 
is or what type of verb, you’re looking into the morphology.  
 
Here’s an example. When I look at the word “came” in an Old Testament passage in 
Logos, the morphology line shows me this: 
 

VaW3MS 
 
As I look further, I see that this means it’s a verb (of the Qal and waw-yiqtol type), and 
it’s third person, masculine, and singular. That Qal and waw-yiqtol business isn’t going 
to mean anything to you if you don’t know a bit about Hebrew, but you can actually 
learn enough about it without learning the entire language to see how those terms 
might be significant. The other information (about it being a third-person, masculine, 
singular verb) could be very helpful to any of us as we study a passage. Every now and 
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then you come across a translation that doesn’t match the morphology and then 
you’re alerted that there’s something interesting here! 
 
So morphology may sound technical, but it’s just the under-the-hood information 
about how the words are working together. Because some scholars (nerds) have taken 
the time to break it all down into symbols and explanations like this, a huge barrier is 
removed between English and the original language. It can take some time to learn 
the significance of all of those parts, but believe me—it’s much quicker than learning 
the whole language! It’s like the difference between flying across the Atlantic or 
taking a rowboat. 
 
Example Sentence: Grammar is organized according to morphology and syntax. 
 

 
Myth: Traditional tales held by a group of people, usually containing supernatural 
characters and events. 
 

(n.)   
 
This definition may surprise you, because if you’re like me, you thought the definition 
of a myth was “a fictional story made up to explain some natural phenomenon.” 
That’s how the word is often used, but when you get into academia, a myth is not 
automatically considered “not true.” A culture’s myths certainly do help to explain 
their worldview, but in academic terms, a “creation myth” is not a derogatory 
assumption that the tale being told is made-up. It’s simply a traditional story that 
explains some belief that a culture holds. 
 
Just realize that when you’re reading popular literature, it’s likely that “myth” comes 
with the connotation that the people who believe it are somehow backwards or 
misguided. But if you get into more scholarly commentaries or articles, don’t let it 
bother you to read about the Bible’s creation myth or flood myth in those terms. 
They’re just using the academic definition. (See “cult” for a similar example.) 
 
Example Sentence: The main characters in myths are usually gods, demigods or 
supernatural humans. 

 
 
 
Occasion (of a letter): The reason an Epistle was written. 
 

(n.)   
 

We usually use the word “occasion” to talk about an event (“his retirement will be a 
special occasion”) or to say that something happens from time to time (“I visit her 
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occasionally”). But scholars use the term when teaching about the New Testament 
Epistles to mean whatever happened previously that led to the need for this letter to 
be written. Or it could mean the circumstances surrounding the writing of the letter. 
So the occasion of Ephesians includes the fact that Paul wrote it from prison, and the 
occasion of 1 Corinthians is that Paul got a report that there were divisions and strife 
in Corinth. Determining the occasion of a letter is an important first step in studying it 
meaningfully. 

 
 
Oracle: A message from God. 

 
(n.)   
 
This is another one of those words that we need to include because academia uses it 
differently than the popular culture does. In modern language, we usually think of an 
oracle as a priest or medium through whom a spirit being speaks. But if you see this 
word in the Bible (which depends on your translation), it just means that something is 
the word of God.  
 
We’ll be learning that it’s most helpful to study the prophetic books according to 
entire oracles, which means that we’re going to want to look at each individual 
message that the prophet received as its own unit. Commentaries and Study Bibles 
can help you see where one oracle ends and another begins. 
 
Example Sentence: The oracle in Jeremiah 4 warns of an enemy from the north. 
 
 

Orthodoxy: Right belief.  
 
(n.)   
 

Adherence to correct or accepted creeds. The technical opposite is “heterodoxy,” 
which means to hold unorthodox opinions, like when someone has a religious 
experience that doesn’t fit within the accepted norm. “Heresy” is the term we use 
more often to describe beliefs or systems that are unorthodox. Heresy usually 
involves deliberately rejecting the orthodox view and promoting something else. The 
difference between heterodoxy and heresy is like the difference between an athlete 
who does some things outside the box but is technically still keeping the rules and a 
player who is cheating. The refs may be puzzled by the first one, but crack down on 
the second. 

 

When it comes to Church history, certain foundational truths have been affirmed 
since very early on and were solidified through creeds and councils. When a belief 
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lines up with these affirmations, it is considered orthodox. If it goes outside the lines 
significantly, it is considered heretical.  

 

I have some beliefs that lie outside what is accepted by those around me, but that are 
not unorthodox/heretical, and really not even heterodox because they don’t violate 
anything. They’re just a little different than the present norm within my own tradition. 
For example, I think Lucifer is not the name of the devil, even though people freely 
use it as his name. It’s not heretical, though, because it stays within the bounds of 
foundational truth and is not arrived at through poor hermeneutics. I still believe 
there is a personal devil and that he does all the things the New Testament describes 
him doing. I’m not crossing any lines when it comes to God’s nature, salvation, the 
deity of Christ, and other such matters that have huge bearing on how we relate to 
God.  

 

There’s a lot of room within orthodoxy for different beliefs about eschatology—how 
things are going to play out in the End Times. Let’s be sure we don’t call people 
heretics just because they see unfulfilled prophecy differently than we do. But let’s 
also perk up and take notice that some prominent Christian leaders are stepping 
outside of orthodoxy when they claim that Yahweh and Allah are the same God, or 
that God will not punish sin, or other important matters like that. 
 
Example Sentence: What was once a novel approach had become orthodoxy. 

 
 
Parousia: The second coming of Christ. 

 
ˌpär-ü-ˈsē-ə (n.)   
 
Pronounced “pair-oo-SEE-ah.” This is a Greek term, which literally means "coming" or 
"arrival.” It’s used in the Bible many times for when somebody is coming to a certain 
place or to be with certain people. But THE Parousia is the thing we look forward to 
above all else: the day that Jesus returns to be with us! Depending on the context and 
what you believe about the rapture of the Church, you’ll have to determine whether 
it’s talking about the rapture or a time a bit later that Jesus returns as King. Either 
way, it’s our greatest hope. 
 
Example Sentence: The Parousia will be the climax of salvation history. 
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Pelagianism: A theological system that says Adam’s sin did not affect future generations 
of humanity. 
 

pə-ˈlā-j(ē-)ə-ˌni-zəm (n.) 
 
This system of moral and doctrinal concepts originating from a British monk named 
Pelagius, who lived in the late 300’s and early 400’s A.D. His doctrine has been 
condemned by the vast majority of Christians throughout history. Unfortunately, this 
works-oriented heresy has crept into being accepted as a legitimate sect of 
Christianity.  
 
Pelagianism is the denial of original sin, or total depravity. It assumes that children are 
born without a sinful nature, which is in opposition to both practical observation and 
Biblical revelation. The movement encourages a humanistic "gospel" which makes 
salvation the act of man by making him the initiator. Adherents claim that we all 
possess the inherent power to choose holiness for ourselves.  This, in essence, puts 
the accomplishment of salvation and regeneration into the hands of man and takes it 
out of the hand of God, effectively eliminating the need for grace. Man must choose 
to believe and do certain things (like be baptized) in order to be saved.  
 
Either we are at the mercy of God for salvation, or we are guilty of rejecting His 
means in favor of relying on ourselves to complete the salvation process. This may all 
sound obvious to you (I hope it does!), but some of these Pelagian ideas can be 
sneaky. It’s harder to recognize them when they’re mixed in with truth in our modern 
context.  
 
Semi-Pelagianism is a weaker variation, in which it is believed that humans have a 
tendency toward sin but are still able to cooperate with God’s grace on their own. 

 
 
Pericope: A set of verses that forms one coherent unit or thought. 
 

pə-ˈri-kə-pē (n.) 
 
You’ll find this word when you get into biblical studies. It looks like a typo of 
“periscope,” but it’s pronounced “per-IK-o-pee.” Although the whole Bible can be 
divided into units of thought that can be called pericopes, the term is used especially 
when studying the Gospels. In our English Bibles, the various pericopes in the Gospels 
are usually set apart with headings or subtitles. Always keep in mind that these were 
added by the publisher, so a unit of thought may begin or end in a different place than 
the headings may indicate.  
 
One interesting area of study is to see how the different Gospel writers arranged the 
pericopes. Each one is making a theological point and is writing to a different 
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audience, so they aren’t all trying to write a chronological sequence of events (as we 
would prefer with our Western views of “proper” history). Their placement of 
pericopes alongside other material is always intentional and often emphasizes the 
point they are trying to make.  
 
Example Sentence: The pericopes in Matthew are organized differently than those in 
Luke. 

 
 
Perspicuity (of Scripture): The central message of the Bible is clear, and the Bible itself 
can be interpreted in a normal sense. 

 
ˌpər-spə-ˈkyü-ə-tē (n.)   
 
Saying this makes you sound smart! The Perspicuity (clarity) of Scripture is one of the 
central tenets of Protestant Evangelicalism.  
 
Here is how the Westminster Confession of Faith puts it: 

 
All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all. 
Yet, those things that are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for 
salvation are so clearly propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or 
another, that not only the learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the 
ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of them. (1.7) 

 
In other words, regular people can use normal means of interpretation to understand 
the most foundational concepts in the Bible. We can understand it using the same 
techniques we apply when we study other literature. You don’t have to be specially 
chosen by God or have a mystical experience to “get it.” 
 
The Perspicuity of Scripture was a major emphasis of the Reformers, who were 
frustrated by the Roman Catholic assertion that ordinary people couldn’t be trusted 
to interpret the Bible for themselves. We obviously believe otherwise, or we wouldn’t 
be having this class to teach you how to interpret scripture more accurately!  
 
It’s not a contradiction to say that the central message of the Bible is clear for 
everyone, but that we also need some training and it takes work to interpret 
accurately. Not every passage of the Bible is not equally clear. I don’t need to tell you 
that! But even as you get confused or frustrated by matters of culture and theology 
that are less clear (and hopefully challenged to go on a treasure hunt in those places), 
rest in the solidness of the core message. The Bible is clear in the essential matters 
related to God’s nature, his character, and his dealings with mankind. It tells us 
everything we need to know about our own sinfulness, our need for salvation, and 
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the means of attaining that salvation—faith in Christ. Even children can understand 
the core message, though it may seem like foolishness to a sinful heart of any age.  
 
Example Sentence: This view does not destroy the perspicuity of God's revelation. 
 
 

Predestination: To decide ahead of time that something will happen.  
 
(n.)   
 
There may not be a more problematic doctrine for people than the idea that God 
decided before the foundation of the world that some would be saved and some 
wouldn’t. It just doesn’t seem fair. Actually, fairness has little to do with it. We all 
agree that God gets to do what he wants and that he is good, so the things he does 
are good and the ways he chooses to do them are good (even if we don’t 
understand). But this tension between his sovereignty and man’s free will remains 
one of the most difficult for us to reconcile. Instead of seeing them as opposites and 
working against each other, it will be helpful if we imagine them working hand-in-
hand, because in God’s mind they do. Scripture teaches both. One thing we know for 
sure is that God doesn’t turn people away who sincerely seek him, so there’s no 
reason to file this doctrine away as “unfair.” 
 
Predestination in scripture can be related to a variety of things. Believers are 
predestined: 
 

• To be conformed to the likeness of God’s son 
• To be called 
• To be justified 
• To be glorified (Romans 8) 
• To be adopted as his children (Ephesians 1:5) 

 
Some argue that this does not include being predestined to eternal salvation or that 
the predestination is applicable only to the Church as a whole and not to individuals. 
But to understand the term, realize that the eternal salvation of individuals is usually 
in view when it’s used today.  You’ll need to read carefully to see if that’s how any 
given author is using it. 
 
There are many passages to explore about this topic. (Matthew 24:22, 31; Mark 
13:20, 27; Romans 8:33, 9:11, 11:5-7, 28; Ephesians 1:11; Colossians 3:12; 1 
Thessalonians 1:4; 1 Timothy 5:21; 2 Timothy 2:10; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2, 2:9; 2 
Peter 1:10) 
 
You can see that this word has a lot in common with election, but they’re not exactly 
the same (though they’re sometimes used interchangeably). Election is the choosing 
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of someone for a purpose or as a possession. Predestination emphasizes the fact that 
the choosing happens well beforehand and is more about the ultimate result. 
 
Example Sentence: Heredity is sometimes viewed as a form of predestination. 

 
 
 
 
Polemic: A strong written or spoken attack against a belief or set of beliefs. 

 
pə-ˈle-mik (n.)   
 
The Bible contains many polemic sections. Some critical scholars have pointed out 
that parts of the Bible are very similar to other ancient writings, and they conclude 
that the Bible was, therefore, copied from older writings. However, when you look 
more closely, it’s not difficult to see that the Bible diverges in many key places from 
these other writings. It’s no problem to conclude that Moses, for example, was 
drawing on ancient creation myths that he may have even had in front of him or 
known by heart, but the polemic aspect comes in when he changes the text and 
makes different conclusions. The creation story in Genesis 1-2 starts off like other 
creation stories of the time, but instead of telling us which god or goddess made 
which things in the world, we are told that one particular God (the one called Yahweh 
that Israel worships, to be precise) is actually the creator of all things. Instead of 
repeating the Mesopotamian claim that the gods were weary of all the noise the 
humans were making, Genesis 1-2 tell us that Yahweh wants to have a relationship 
with humans and has even elevated them to the honorable roles of representing him 
and stewarding the creation. By drawing different conclusions, the biblical authors 
very strongly imply that the religions of the other nations are false. This is polemic. 
 
There are polemic passages throughout the New Testament, too. One example is 
when Paul is telling the Colossians in chapter 2 not to let people pass judgment 
against them for not celebrating the sabbath or festivals in the traditional ways. 
Earlier in the chapter he tells them not to let people take them captive by “philosophy 
and empty deceit.” He’s strongly speaking against the things that were being taught as 
truth at the time.  
 
Although the word is not used much in modern language, people still write polemics. 
You may see in a book review that this work is “a polemic against the injustices in our 
society.” Polemics are attempts to make corrections to prevalent viewpoints.  
 
Example Sentence: He launched into a fierce polemic against the government's 
policies. 
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Profane: Not sanctified for religious usage. 
 
(adj.)   
 
In modern usage, this word means something that is obscene or contrary to religious 
teachings (like how “profanity” means crude language). But when you’re talking about 
objects that were profane in Old Testament times, it can mean that they were for 
secular use and not for use in the temple or tabernacle. The negative connotation of 
the word comes from the contrast between what is profane and what is holy. It’s like 
comparing clean/unclean or pure/polluted.  
 
In everyday life, the Israelites could use ordinary stuff, and it wasn’t sinful for them to 
be made unclean by touching a dead body or losing life-giving body fluids. Before they 
could approach God, however, they had to do rituals to purify them from this 
uncleanness. You can’t take the profane into the presence of a Holy God. When you 
read all those technical laws about what priests should wear and what they can and 
cannot do (or what utensils were to be used in temple activities), it’s all about making 
distinctions between the profane and the sacred. And the point of THAT is to show 
that God is really, really Holy—and we are not. Unholy people must approach the Holy 
God on his terms, not their own. 
 
Example Sentence: Some would say that smoking in a church or mosque is a profane 
act. 
 
 
 

Sacrament: A sign or ritual that results in God’s grace being given to somebody. 
 
(n.)   
 
You can see that the word “sacred” is related to sacrament. Certain acts in the church 
were considered by the early church to be set apart, special, or “sacred.” It wasn’t 
long before church tradition began to have differing opinions about how these acts 
related to God’s grace.  
 
Roman Catholicism recognizes seven sacraments, which they teach are vehicles of 
grace and that some are necessary for salvation. The seven sacraments are baptism, 
confirmation, the Eucharist, marriage, ordination, penance, and the anointing of the 
sick (unction).  
 
Protestant theologians generally argue that only two of these (baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper) can be found in the New Testament. The Protestant traditions that believe 
these are reenactments or visual aids (not vehicles of grace) generally call them 
“ordinances” to distinguish them from the merit-based theology behind the term 
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“sacrament.” Even though Protestants do not believe that God is obligated to give 
grace in response to a person’s participation in these acts, traditions vary as to how 
essential they are seen to be for salvation or what invisible realities may actually be 
happening when a person partakes. 
 
At The Chapel you’ll find us using the term “ordinances” for communion and baptism 
instead of “sacraments.” We believe that the ordinances are to be done with other 
believers as outward signs of inward loyalty to Christ. 

 
 
 
 
Sacred: Withdrawn from profane usage. 

 
(adj.)   
 
Things that are sacred are set apart (sanctified) for special use. Certain vessels, 
utensils, furniture, and even people (priests) had cleansing rituals done to them to 
sanctify them for usage in the tabernacle and temple. Profane things could not be 
brought into God’s presence because God is Holy. 
 
Now that Christ has made us clean so that we are set apart for his use, a good 
question to ask is whether there is any difference between the sacred and the 
profane. We’re more likely to make the comparison between sacred and “secular.” In 
one sense, there is still a distinction between the sacred and secular realms. We are 
supposed to live as people who have been set apart. We are to be salt and light in the 
world, which provides a stark contrast to the blandness and darkness of that which is 
in rebellion against God.  
 
But in a different sense, there is no need to make a distinction between sacred and 
secular. A person can be just as close to God while working in a “secular” vocation as a 
priest could have been serving in the temple. Instead of needing to have a ladle 
purified (set apart) for use only in the temple, we can think of our ordinary old soup 
ladle as a sacred object if we have determined that we’re cooking that soup for the 
glory of God. If this were not possible, Paul would not have said,  
 

So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 
Corinthians 10:31) 

 
He picked the most ordinary of everyday activities as his examples: eating and 
drinking. If we can eat or drink for the glory of God, we can surely cook dinner or 
clean up messes or work at our jobs for the glory of God. In that sense, everything we 
do can be sacred, except things that are sinful. If you know something is wrong, stop 
doing it. If you sense that you’re doing the right thing for the wrong reasons, either 
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stop doing it or get your motives in order. But whenever you’re just doing ordinary 
things (the next thing that you need to do to be a good human), think about directing 
that as a sacred act of worship to God. It’s transformational. It makes everything 
matter, and it helps you learn the skill of searching your heart to see what your 
motives really are. Be holy people (different from the world) by turning everything 
secular into something sacred in your daily practice. 
 
Example Sentence: Some physicians feel they have a sacred duty to heal the sick. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sanctification: The process of becoming Christ-like. 

 
(n.)   
 
When we come to faith in Christ, we become positionally holy (or clean, or sacred). In 
God’s eyes, we have Christ’s full righteousness and we are now set apart for his 
service. But we usually talk about sanctification as an experiential process. It’s the 
ongoing separation from what is not like God so that we can be more accurate 
imagers of his character. I hope you’ve seen the process of sanctification in your own 
life as you are transformed into the likeness of Christ!  
 
Scripture commands us to be pure and holy, even in this life. In the experiential sense, 
it’s not something we get automatically when we’re saved. We know that perfect 
holiness is impossible to achieve because we’re always fighting against our sin 
natures, but this is where the Holy Spirit comes in. He works within us after we have 
been justified to guide us toward maturity… IF we’re willing to surrender to that work. 
So sanctification is something that we pursue by surrendering. It sounds like an 
oxymoron to win by giving up, but the more we surrender our own will and desires 
and submit those to God’s will, the more we will be like him. It’s hard to submit 
because we’re selfish, but this is the path to peace, joy, and purpose in life. The good 
news is that we have “glorification” to look forward to—that day when Jesus returns 
and our sanctification will be complete! 
 
Example Sentence: Sanctification is a process that has different nuances for the past, 
the present, and the future. 
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Semantic Range: The sum total of ideas that a word can mean. 
 
(n.) 
 
Lots of words have more than one meaning. The more possible meanings that a word 
has, the greater its semantic range. The word “run” has over a dozen different 
dictionary definitions, while the word “igmore” only has one. (In case you’re 
wondering, this is a word that my college roommate and I made up to represent the 
way our sink started with a full stream when you turned the knob, but gradually 
diminished to a trickle. You can try Googling it and you’ll see that it has a very small 
semantic range.) 
 
Semantic range is essential to consider when you’re translating from one language to 
another because if you don’t consider the context, you’re likely to choose a different 
meaning of a word than what was intended by the author. Try typing the word “run” 
into an online translator into any language and you’ll see that there will be entirely 
distinct words for each of our different meanings of “run.” 
 
When it comes to interpreting the Bible, you don’t get to decide which definition in a 
word’s semantic range is the right one based on which meaning you prefer. 
Sometimes it can be tricky to figure it out based on the context. Many false doctrines 
get their start when somebody gets sloppy in this area or just doesn’t know what 
they’re doing. Unless you’re going to become an expert in ancient Hebrew and Greek, 
you’re going to want to consult a few lexicons or commentaries before you decide 
that a passage means something different than the general consensus—and even the 
experts are really careful when they do this. 

 
 
Soteriology: The study of the doctrine of salvation. 

 
sō-ˌtir-ē-ˈä-lə-jē (n.) 
 
You might think there isn’t much to study about salvation once you know the Four 
Spiritual Laws, but there can be a lot of technicalities when it comes to how 
redemption, justification, sanctification, and propitiation all work together. This 
branch of Systematic Theology tries to sort some of that out by bringing all the 
passages about salvation together. In practical terms, Soteriology considers questions 
like these: 
 

• Is it correct to say, “once saved, always saved?” 
• Is salvation by faith alone, or is some action required on the part of the 

person? 
• Is baptism required for salvation? 
• What is repentance? 
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The answers to these kinds of questions are what make biblical Christianity so 
different from other religions. Titus 3:5-8 gives us an excellent summary of what we 
are to believe about salvation: 
 

He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of His 
mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the 
hope of eternal life. 
 

 
Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

 
sə-ˈnäp-tik (adj.)   
 
“Synoptic” sounds like “synopsis,” which is the Greek word for “summary.” The first 
three Gospels are sometimes called the Synoptics because they provide similar 
summaries of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. They share a lot of material in 
common, in contrast with the Gospel of John that is quite different in style and 
content. Nearly 90% of Mark’s content is found in Matthew, and about 50% of Mark 
appears in Luke. All three Synoptics contain parables, while John’s Gospel doesn’t.  
 
Exploring and explaining the differences between the three Synoptic Gospels is known 
as the “Synoptic Problem.” It’s really not so much of a problem when you realize that 
each author had a different audience, a different point of view, and a different 
purpose for the way he arranged the pericopes. Think about how different witnesses 
of a traffic accident would report on different details. A doctor at the scene would 
describe personal injuries, an insurance adjustor would describe the damage to the 
car, and a police officer would determine who is at fault. The accounts would all be 
true, even though they each contain their own unique material and only overlap on 
certain points. If there were a lawyer at the scene trying to make money off the 
accident, we may want to use a different illustration because the Gospel authors were 
all trying to communicate the truth so their audiences could understand. We can be 
sure that the Gospel writers were not twisting events for any kind of selfish purposes 
since they were written at a time when proponents of Christianity were being 
persecuted. They each wrote with an agenda and a purpose, which is why they 
arranged the pericopes the way they did and included the detail they did, but we 
would have ended up with something much different if they had been seeking 
personal gain. There was nothing to gain by presenting a poor Jewish rabbi as God in 
the flesh and the savior of the world. They must have believed it was true and that it 
needed to be proclaimed. 
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Syntax: The grammatical structure of words and phrases to create coherent sentences.  
 
(n.)   
 
Words and phrases have to be arranged in a certain order if they’re going to be 
understandable. Every language has different rules for syntax, and there’s often a 
good deal of variety in how things can be arranged. This gives authors the freedom to 
be creative, but it gives translators headaches. Here’s an example: 
 

The boy jumped happily. 
The boy happily jumped. 
Happily, the boy jumped. 

 
Those are all grammatically correct and acceptable in English. The different 
arrangements just provide variety in this case, but sometimes they can change the 
emphasis.  
 

A hobbit lived in a hole in the ground. 
In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. 

 
Tolkien inverted the normal subject-verb-object pattern of an English sentence to 
emphasize the place where hobbits live before he began to describe what hobbits are. 
It became a very famous first sentence of a very famous book.  
 
Any time we’re going to study the Bible beyond just a reading or devotional level, 
we’re going to have to deal with issues of syntax, whether you’re thinking about it in 
those terms or not. When you’re consulting different Bible translations, it’s not only 
the English word choice that matters, but also the way the words are arranged. It’s 
one reason that consulting multiple translations can be so helpful. You may be 
tempted to let your eyes glaze over when you get to discussions of grammar and 
syntax in commentaries, but at least stop and be thankful that Bible scholars are 
willing to explore those details!  
 
Example Sentence: Syntax describes the rules by which words can be combined into 
sentences, while semantics describes what they mean. 

 
 
Systematic Theology: The organization of theological concepts into categorical systems.  

 
(n.) 
 
Theology is the study of God (Theo=God and Logos=word or study of). 
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The Bible has information about a lot of different things, but the content about any 
given topic is not all bunched together in one part of the Bible. Systematic Theology is 
the attempt to pull out all the passages about any particular subject and bring them 
all together to see what the Bible teaches as a whole. For example, there are lots of 
references to angels scattered throughout the Bible, but the branch of Systematic 
Theology known as Angelology brings all of those passages together so you can see in 
one place everything that is said about angels. 
 
The downside is that scripture must be interpreted according to context, and 
Systematic Theology by definition is looking at verses outside of their contexts. It can 
provide an extremely beneficial perspective, but it shouldn’t be the only one you get.  
 
For a theology to be truly "systematic," it must not have any doctrine that is in 
contradiction to another within the same arrangement. If one doctrine opposes 
another, it cannot be accurately called a systematic theology. So in this sense, a 
quality systematic theology is doing its best to consider context. 
 
These are the main branches of Systematic Theology: 
 

• Theology Proper: The study of God the Father 
• Christology: The study of God the Son 
• Pneumatology: The study of God the Spirit 
• Bibliology: The study of the Bible 
• Soteriology: The study of salvation 
• Ecclesiology: The study of the Church 
• Eschatology: The study of end times 
• Angelology: The study of angels 
• Demonology: (Take a guess!) 
• Anthropology: The study of humanity 
• Hamartiology: The study of sin 
• Israelology: The study of Israel’s role in God’s plan 

 
(I added that last one after watching a class by Messianic Jewish teacher Arnold 
Fruchtenbaum, who believes it should be included in all Systematic Theologies. It’s 
not usually on the list.)  
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Type/Typology: An event or person in the Old Testament that foreshadows something in 
the New Testament. 

 
(n.) 
 
The study of types is called “typology.” Types are sometimes also called “prophetic 
symbols,” because they’re events that represent something that was yet future from 
the point of view of people living at the time it happened. They couldn’t have seen at 
the time that this event was going to represent a greater work of God in the future, 
but once the future event happened it was obvious that it had been foreshadowed.  
 
The Bible is full of these kinds of things. It’s one of the many factors that set it apart 
from all other literature and help to make a case that God must have had a hand in its 
writing. A variety of authors over 1,500 years would never have been able to 
incorporate all of these “typical” (the adjective for “type”) occurrences and make it all 
work out so beautifully in the end. 
 
Here are some examples: 
 

• Noah’s flood in Genesis 6 is considered a type (foreshadowing) of baptism in 1 
Peter 3. 

• The tabernacle and temple were types of the future Church (see Hebrews 9)—
the place where God would have fellowship with man. They actually go 
beyond most typology in the way the details of the structures hearken back to 
Eden and then show up again in the New Earth in Revelation. This is a biggie. 

• The whole sacrificial system is a type of how Jesus would ultimately be our 
sacrifice to make us clean for sacred space (see Hebrews 9 again). The people 
lived this out year after year without realizing how it was all going to play out.  

• The veil of the tabernacle is a type of Christ, whose flesh was torn to provide a 
way for us to enter the presence of God (Hebrews 10). 

• The Passover is a type of how Christ would be our substitute and save us from 
death. (1 Corinthians 5:7) 

 
Types are not the same as allegories. We’re not trying to say that every component of 
the original story has a future symbolic correspondence. The details don’t stand for 
something completely different—they’re details that parallel each other. Some 
scholars also like to make a distinction between types and illustrations.  
 
Joseph is sometimes called a type of Christ in the way he was hated by his brothers, 
stripped of his garments, sold for silver, taken to Egypt, unrecognized by his brothers, 
and in many other parallel details. Strictly speaking, this would be an illustration and 
not a type if you’re basing it on whether the New Testament authors officially 
recognize something as a type. In other words, if there’s no New Testament reference 
connecting the two events or people, it’s probably better to call it an illustration. 
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