
END-TIMES TIMELINE 
 
FIRST The Rapture: According to dispensationalists, this is where all Christians, alive or 

dead, are caught up to meet Christ in the clouds (1 Cor.15:52) and he takes them 
back to the intermediate heaven before the seven-year tribulation1.  This event 
is “imminent,” meaning, it can happen at any moment, without warning, signs or 
any other fulfilled prophecy. 

 
SECOND  The Tribulation. Daniel’s 70th and final week. The final “seven-year” period 

where God pours out his wrath on the earth before he returns to set up his 
millennial reign (Revelation 6-16).  

 
THIRD  The Great Apostacy. An undisclosed period of time where many people who 

claim to be Christians will apostatize/abandon the faith (2 Thess.2:3). Most likely 
this will occur due to the severe persecution of Christians in conjunction with the 
next event on this timeline.  

 
FOURTH  The Abomination of Desolation. During the middle of the Tribulation, a  

Satanically-controlled man (the “antichrist” or “man of lawlessness”), who had 
initially created a world-wide peace, will break his covenant with Israel, set 
himself up in the Jewish temple as God, and demand the world worship him 
(Daniel 12:11; Mark 13:14; 2 Thess.3:3-4).  
 

FIFTH  The Battle of Armageddon. The battle initiated by Christ when he returns to the  
earth after the seven-year tribulation is over (Mark 14:62; Revelation 19:11-21).  
At this event he will throw the antichrist and the false prophet into hell and bind 
Satan in a bottomless pit for the duration of His thousand-year reign on the 
earth.   

 
SIXTH The Millennial Kingdom2. Christ’s thousand-year reign of peace and prosperity 

on the earth where he vindicates God’s name, fulfills all the final prophecies to 
Israel, and progressively rids the earth of every sinful, corrupt being. Memorial 
sacrifices will be made in the temple during this period and Jerusalem will be the 
capitol of the world.  

 
SEVENTH The Last Battle. Satan is released from his thousand-year bondage. He will 

deceive the nations once again, but Christ will quickly, and finally put an end to 

 
1 Mid-Tribulationists believe this event will happen in the middle of the seven-year tribulation. Post-
Tribulationalists believe this event will happen after (post) the tribulation. 
2 Postmillennialsts believe Christ will not return to the earth until after (post) the thousand-year millennial reign. 
They believe the millennial reign is symbolic of the current age which Christ is reigning over. Amillennialists believe 
the same thing, but unlike postmillennialists, they do not believe the world will reach a golden age of peace and 
prosperity where the gospel dominates the earth, ushering in Christ’s return. Postmills and Amills have a symbolic 
view of the millennium. Premillennialists have a literal view.   



his reign of terror in the world by casting him into the lake of fire (Revelation 
20:7-10).  

 
EIGHTH  The Final Judgment. This is where every person who has ever lived, believers 

and unbelievers, will stand before the judgment seat of Christ (aka “The Great 
White Throne Judgment). Some like to distinguish between the Bema Seat 
judgment (for believers) and the Great White Throne Judgment (for unbelievers), 
but Scripture offers no clear distinction. After all, is not the “the great white 
throne” described in Revelation 20:11 the same thing as “the judgment seat of 
God” (Romans 14:10) and the “judgment seat of Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:10)? 
Having said that, the judgment for unbelievers will be different for believers. For 
unbelievers, the judgment will be for condemnation and retribution. For 
believers it will be for commendation and reward. No believer will be 
condemned at the final judgment, for he is covered by the righteousness of 
Christ, having believed in the gospel and repented of sin.  

 
TENTH The New Creation (Eternal State). In the same way God recreated everyone who 

would ever believe in Him (2 Corinthians 5:17), he will also recreate the heavens 
and the earth. The New Jerusalem will descend from heaven and God’s abode 
and man’s abode will finally be one. God will be with his people and there will 
finally be no more crying, pain, sorrow or death (Revelation 21-22). We will live 
the rest of our existence growing continually in our delight of God and enjoying 
perfect peace and harmony with all believers.  


