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READING LESSON 10: DISAGREEMENT 

If you’re never disagreeing with an author, you’re probably not reading very carefully. In a 
book that is hard for me, these areas of disagreement will be less definable, and I may be 
extremely hesitant to even voice my disagreement to myself because I’m not entirely sure I 
understand the argument.  
 
If you don’t enjoy reading, consider whether one of the reasons for that may be that you 
have an aversion to conflict.  There ought to be some tension that arises when we read. If 
we’re reading fiction, it’s the tension of building conflict that makes for a good story and a 
satisfying ending. If we’re reading nonfiction, we’ll invariably come to places where we 
disagree with the author. If you experience anxiety or the desire to shut down when an 
author says something you question or disagree with, you’re likely to decide to just flee from 
that conflict and go do something else that doesn’t force you to think about it.  
 
People have varying degrees of tolerance for different types of conflict. Perhaps you need to 
spend more time on the front end of a book determining whether you care enough about 
understanding the content to endure some tension along the way and dig for the parts that 
are helpful to you. A lot of times, just by recognizing the tension is there, you can talk 
yourself out of it and move on. 
 
Realize that you’ve already had a minor victory if you know you disagree because it means 
you’re understanding what you’re reading well enough to know that you don’t like it! The 
most teachable reader is going to be the one that reads the most evaluatively and exercises 
their own powers of independent judgment. We don’t want to just take someone’s word for 
it, but to evaluate whether the opinion being presented is well-supported.  
 

To agree without understanding is inane. To disagree without understanding is 
impudent.1 

On the flip side of this, if you’ve written something and you receive criticism or praise for it, 
keep in mind that the reader’s opinion means nothing if they didn’t actually understand what 
you were intending to communicate.  
 

The relatively ignorant often wrongly disagree with the relatively learned about 
matters exceeding their knowledge.2 

 

                                                             
1 Adler, Mortimer. How to Read a Book. Page 141. 
2 Ibid, page 146. 
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This doesn’t mean that we can’t disagree with people who are smarter than we are or who 
are more knowledgeable about the topic on which they wrote a book. But our posture as the 
reader when we come to an area of disagreement ought to be humility.  It’s more likely than 
not that we don’t quite understand or have the whole picture that the author has in his 
mind. Very often (especially the deeper you go into academia) the author is just giving the tip 
of an iceberg about which he knows much more that lies beneath the surface.  
 
It’s important to realize that you bring emotions into a dispute. You might think you have 
reasons for disagreeing with an author when you really only have strong feelings. 
 
On top of that, most people behave as though it’s more important to win an argument than 
to understand the truth. 
 

If all he wants is the empty satisfaction of seeming to show the author up, the reader 
can get it readily3. 

 
Another thing that makes effective criticism difficult to achieve is that we’ve had it ingrained 
into us through our culture that everything is just a matter of opinion. “You can have your 
opinion and I can have mine, and we have equal right to express our opinions.” There’s very 
little consideration anymore for the gift of being taught something by someone who knows 
more than we do about it.  
 
I think the most important question that we should always have in our minds when we read 
any claim that any author makes is, “Is it true?” There are different senses of truth, 
depending on whether the work you’re reading is scientific, philosophical, historical, 
theological, poetical, or anything else.  
 

No higher commendation can be given any work of the human mind than to praise it 
for the measure of truth it has achieved.4 

 
The problem is that this just isn’t valued anymore. In fact, the books that win the most praise 
and get the most attention nowadays are the ones that flout the truth the most—often 
outrageously.  
 

One might hazard the guess that if saying something that is true, in any sense of that 
term, were ever again to become the primary concern it should be, fewer books would 
be written, published, and read.5  

 

                                                             
3 Ibid, page 145. 
4 Ibid, page 163. 
5 Ibid, page 163. 
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So, it’s our job as readers to determine as much as possible whether the author is giving 
accurate information. When you come to those places where his/her claims are different 
from the way you understood it before, try this: 
 

1. Recognize and acknowledge that this causes a feeling of tension or conflict inside of 
you that makes you at least a little bit uncomfortable, then remind yourself of the 
reason you wanted to read this book. 
 

2. Remember that the author likely has a greater depth of knowledge or expertise, or at 
least different experience than you do. This doesn’t mean they’re right on this point, 
but consider that they could be. 

 
3. Decide that you want to know truth, whatever that is. 

 
4. Write your own opinion or question in the margin (or on a post-it if the book is 

borrowed). Then keep reading to see if your questions get answered or the issue gets 
resolved later. 

 
5. When you finish the book, if anything really still bothers you (which will probably be 

rare), decide whether it’s worth your time to investigate further. You may want to 
keep a list somewhere of things you might like to research someday.  

 
At this point, many people will even contact the author to vent their opinion, but very few 
authors take the time to respond to those kinds of comments. You would need to be able to 
show exactly where the author was uninformed, misinformed, illogical, or incomplete before 
you contact them or even write the book off as worthless. You’re better off talking to 
someone you know who might be able to clarify the issue for you or help you see it from a 
different perspective. Think hard about whether it would be satisfying just to give your 
opinion without ever hearing back from the author. Is your tension resolved by doing that? If 
so, you weren’t really reading to gain understanding, you just reacted emotionally and 
probably ignorantly. This is one reason that group book discussions can be so beneficial. You 
get the chance to release the emotional tension of your reactions, but you also have others 
who may have seen it differently and can help you to truly understand if you didn’t before. 
 
Good readers have usually practiced handling cognitive dissonance (when a new idea you 
encounter conflicts with previously held beliefs) with honesty and bravery. It’s something we 
can all improve at. 
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LITERATURE LESSON 4: CONTEXTS OF THE BIBLE 

 “Context is King.” It’s the ultimate issue to consider if you want to properly understand this 
collection of ancient documents that we call the Bible. 
 
It all comes down to understanding what the biblical writer was thinking. If we can’t do that, 
we can’t understand what they wrote. The writer and the ancient recipients of his writing 
understood each other, so they didn’t explain some things that we need to have explained 
for us. There are three primary areas in which we need to do some work on understanding 
context: 
 

• Literary Context 
• Linguistic Context 
• Worldview Context 

 
The literary context has to do with understanding the Bible as literature. It is a written work, 
obviously, and it needs to be understood that way. This is what we’re going to be exploring in 
this particular module, which is why I named it “Literature.”  
 
Genre dictates how something is written and how it ought to be read. Without knowing what 
genre you’re reading, you can’t be sure you’re even close to an accurate meaning. Without 
thinking about it, you automatically have expectations about what you would normally find 
within any particular type of writing. When you read, you’ll notice when your expectations 
aren’t met. There are times that a piece of writing may purposely stretch outside its genre, 
and this will catch our attention.1   
 
So, the literary context of the Bible has to do with understanding that we have all kinds of 
literature types within it: stories, poetry, prophecy, parables, letters, legal code, and more. 
We’re going to be building a set of expectations for each of those as you read them. 
 
Linguistic Context is our next one to consider. We’re looking at this one in our Foreign 
Language module. This is going deeper than the literary context and is looking at what words 
mean. Words don’t mean anything without the sentences and paragraphs that surround 
them.  
 
Think of how many ways we can use the word “run” in a sentence with several different 
meanings. 
 
                                                             
1 My comments here about genre were drawn from The Naked Bible Podcast, episode 22. 
https://nakedbiblepodcast.com/podcast/naked-bible-022-introducing-genres-and-reading-bible-
stories-like-fiction/  
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We determine what a word means by the context in which it appears. There are lots of things 
to consider. 
 

• Morphology:  word forms, like run, ran, running, will run 
• Syntax:  how the word relates to surrounding words… how “run” functions in a phrase 

or clause 
• Semantic range: possible meanings of the word—all those definitions when you look 

up “run” in the dictionary 
 
Understanding the linguistic context of the Bible involves being able to recognize those 
things within languages that you don’t know. That’s why we’ll be introducing you to some 
tools that help to break through that barrier. But realize that we don’t come into reading the 
Bible naturally knowing this or even thinking about it. We just read our own expectations or 
definitions or assumptions into the words on the page. 
 
The last context we’ll look at is the worldview context. We must get into the historical, 
cultural, and religious background information if we’re going to really understand the Bible. 
Let’s break it down a bit further: 
 

• The historical part of the worldview context is knowing what was happening at that 
time in world history or in the author’s own personal history. 

• Culturally, we need to learn more about the attitudes, morals, and daily lives of the 
ancient people if we’re going to understand a book they wrote and read. 

• Religiously, we’re going to want to find out what we can about Israelite religion, but 
also about the other religions that surrounded them. Some parts of the Bible were 
written to combat the views of other religions. They contain very similar material to 
other ancient religious writings, but they deviate on important and fascinating points. 
(Polemic!) 

 
Knowing these backgrounds makes you understand better what a prophet is saying or why 
Paul is addressing certain topics to various churches or what Jesus means by his parables. 
When you know that Haggai was writing after the Exile or that Corinth was a dramatically 
pagan city or that a denarius is equivalent to a day’s wage, you will be a better interpreter of 
those passages. We need outside help for this. We don’t know it automatically, and the Bible 
doesn’t describe it all because the early readers already knew all about those things. 
 
We’ll also find that it is crucial to learn what we can about what was going on at the time that 
caused the writer to believe this document needed to be written. What was the occasion and 
purpose for him to decide this was necessary? The Bible’s authors noticed things in their own 
day that caused them to bother taking the time and effort to write something down. The 
“purpose” section of your Study Bible notes is crucial to have in your head when you read if 
you want to understand the situation! 
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In all of these different types of context, we should note that the biblical writers were very 
intelligent and they each had an agenda. “Agenda” is not a bad word—it just means that 
there is something they want you to think. The authors are guiding and steering their 
readers, sometimes in very clever and complicated ways. When you start to see how they are 
directing you, it opens up whole new views. They reference things that are in their heads all 
the time without telling you they’re doing this.  
 
This means that we need to be trained to think like the ancient Israelite or the first century 
Jew. Dr. Heiser likes to say, “I want the Israelite living in your head.” He also frequently says 
that we would be better off if we read the Bible like it was fiction instead of reading it like it’s 
a textbook. What he means by that is that when you read a novel, you automatically pick up 
on little clues or bread crumbs that the author is leaving for you. He’s trying to do something 
to you—to make you think a certain thought. You know when a character is introduced that 
you may see that person again. If their clothing is described, there’s a purpose for that. We 
also know that we may be intentionally misdirected by the author of a novel (e.g., to think 
somebody else is the murderer), because that’s how the novel genre works. When we know 
something about the genres of the Bible, we’ll know more about what those authors may be 
doing intentionally. 
 
So, we’ll be greatly helped if we can learn to recognize these kinds of clues that biblical 
authors have left for us. They’re constantly dropping things that we’re supposed to notice or 
making references to other things that the original audience would have just automatically 
picked up on. Example: Abraham and Sarah are introduced immediately after the Tower of 
Babel incident. The early readers would have seen them as a new “Adam and Eve.” They’re 
the people God has chosen to start over with to form a new population. When we read the 
Bible like a textbook, we’re not picking up on things like that. Jesus’ temptation in the 
wilderness for 40 days is supposed to make us look back to the Israelites’ 40-year wandering.  
The Temple is supposed to make us think of the Garden of Eden. At first, we need someone 
to just tell us these things, but the more we become sensitized to the authors’ agendas and 
clued into the hints they drop, the more we’ll begin to make exciting connections like these 
for ourselves. They become habits or reflexes. 
 
 It’s a skill to learn, and we’re going to start working on developing it together through stories 
and our other explorations. 
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LOGIC LESSON 6: STATISTICAL FALLACIES 

We all use generalizations when we speak and think. A generalization takes a sample from a 
class of things and then, using the characteristics from that sample, says something about 
everything in that class.  
 

Used car salesmen are dishonest.  

 
Although they’re useful because we aren’t able to study every single member of a class, 
generalizations are never certainties. They’re either strong or weak. They need to be 
adjusted if we find a contrary case.  

 
Most used car salesmen are dishonest, but my Uncle Bob is not. You should buy your 
cars from him. 

 
The larger and more representative our sample is, the stronger the generalization becomes.  
 

All Pit Bulls are ferocious because the two I owned were ferocious, 
 
 is not as strong as  
 

I surveyed 100 Pit Bull owners and found that most of them were ferocious,  
 
which is not as strong as your conclusions would be if you accounted for different 
demographics and training methods, etc. 
 
The four main types of statistical fallacies: 
 

1. Hasty Generalization  
 
A hasty generalization is generalizing about a class based upon too small of a sample 
or a sample that isn’t representative of the whole class.  
 
Look for “All,” “always,” “most,” or “many.” Very often, “all” is implied and not stated 
overtly. 

 
Plumbers are brilliant. I know one who can calculate the value of pi to the 
300,000th digit. 
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Southerners talk fast. My mom is from the South and I can hardly understand 
the conversation when she’s with her relatives. 

 
2. Weak Analogy  

 
The claim that two items being compared are the same in other ways even though 
the differences between them are major and the similarities are minor.  
 
We are reasoning by analogy any time we compare two or more items with each 
other. It’s a fallacy to conclude that just because these items are the same in one or 
more ways, they will be the same in other ways also.  

 
In poetry, analogies aren’t supposed to be precise, just illustrative:  
 

“Humor can be dissected, as a frog can, but the thing dies in the process.” E.B. 
White 

 
We’re talking about more scientific analogies that are being used to argue a point. 

 
Hillbrook College is a large college in a conservative town. Valley Knoll College 
is also a large college in a conservative town. You know Hillbrook is the kind of 
college you would like to attend, therefore Valley Knoll is also the kind of 
college you would like to attend.  

 
There could be major differences that aren’t mentioned! Size and location are less 
important than some other factors when it comes to choosing a college. 

 
Curt and Bert are both redheads. They both have freckles and live in California. 
Curt has a really bad temper, so Bert must have a bad temper, too.  

 
We need to try to distinguish between this and a generalization. A generalization is 
making a judgment about an entire class based on a sample. An analogy is making a 
judgment about an individual based on similar factors to another individual. It’s a 
weak analogy if the factors being considered aren’t major and if differences are 
ignored. This one would be a hasty generalization: 
 

All redheads with freckles have a really bad temper. 
 

The way to tell that it’s an analogy and not a generalization is that two specific items 
or people are being compared to each other. 
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3. Post Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc  

 
Post hoc ergo propter hoc is concluding that since A happened before B, A must have 
caused B. It’s Latin for “after this, therefore because of this.”  
 

 
The weatherman said it would be warmer today and it is, so the weatherman 
must have made it warmer. 

 
As soon as the new president came into office, we had a large budget deficit, 
the economy tanked, we went to war with Antarctica, and it got cold outside. 
It’s obvious that he caused all this because he was elected just before it 
happened. 

 
If you want to make plenty of money when you grow up, you need to attend 
the best college you can afford. Studies have shown that the better the college 
you go to, them more money you make later in life.  

 
You have to be smart and motivated to get into the best colleges, and this is a factor 
in the later financial success of the graduates. 

 
This fallacy can also be committed by assuming that simultaneous events are causal.  

 
People who normally listen to at least 15 minutes of classical music a day 
scored many points higher on standardized tests than people who normally 
listen to heavy metal. Classical music makes you smarter.  

 
Why not the other way around? Maybe being smarter makes you want to listen to 
classical music. 

 
 
 
 

4. Proof by Lack of Evidence 
 

The proof by lack of evidence fallacy is claiming something is true simply because nobody 
has yet given any evidence to the contrary. The person who makes an assertion is the 
one who must prove it. You can’t say in court, “He’s guilty because he can’t prove he 
didn’t do it.” 
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There must be mountain lions living in Illinois because there’s no proof that there 
aren’t any. 

 
The defense in this case has not given one shred of evidence that the defendant was 
not at the scene of the crime at the time of the murder. 
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STORY TIME: THE KING’S SHAME1 

2 Samuel 11 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, 
and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and 
besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 
 
2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was 
walking on the roof of the king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman 
bathing; and the woman was very beautiful. 3 And David sent and inquired 
about the woman. And one said, “Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David sent messengers and took her, and 
she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she had been purifying herself 
from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her house. 5 And the woman 
conceived, and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 
 
6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah 
to David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how 
the people were doing and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, 
“Go down to your house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king's 
house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But Uriah slept at the 
door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and did not go down 
to his house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” 
David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go 
down to your house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah 
dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in 
the open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with 
my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 12 Then 
David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you 
back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David 
invited him, and he ate in his presence and drank, so that he made him drunk. 
And in the evening, he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his 
lord, but he did not go down to his house. 
 
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah. 15 In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest 
fighting, and then draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and 
die.” 16 And as Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place 
where he knew there were valiant men. 17 And the men of the city came out and 
fought with Joab, and some of the servants of David among the people fell. 
Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab sent and told David all the news about 
the fighting. 19 And he instructed the messenger, “When you have finished 

                                                             
1 Primary source for background information on this story: Misreading Scripture Through Western 
Eyes by Richards and O’Brien, chapter 5. 
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telling all the news about the fighting to the king, 20 then, if the king's anger 
rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the city to fight? Did you 
not know that they would shoot from the wall? 21 Who killed Abimelech the son 
of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast an upper millstone on him from the 
wall, so that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you 
shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’” 
 
22 So the messenger went and came and told David all that Joab had sent him 
to tell.23 The messenger said to David, “The men gained an advantage over us 
and came out against us in the field, but we drove them back to the entrance of 
the gate. 24 Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall. Some of the 
king's servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 
also.” 25 David said to the messenger, “Thus shall you say to Joab, ‘Do not let 
this matter displease you, for the sword devours now one and now another. 
Strengthen your attack against the city and overthrow it.’ And encourage him.” 
 
26 When the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she lamented 
over her husband. 27 And when the mourning was over, David sent and brought 
her to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing 
that David had done displeased the LORD. 

 
 

Here in the West, we place a much higher value on whether something is right or wrong than 
we do on whether an action will bring honor or shame to the people around us. This is 
instinctive to us; it’s not something we even think about. We live in a culture that places a lot 
of emphasis on individuality. Our theme song could be Frank Sinatra’s “I Did it My Way.” But 
much of the world (including the Middle East both now and in Bible times) functions within 
collectivist societies. In these cultures, people’s behaviors are influenced far more by 
whether others are watching or will find out about an action than by an internal sense that a 
behavior is right or wrong. Westerners want to be able to sort everything out and put each 
person or action into a good or a bad box. Things are either/or for us. Eastern thought, on 
the other hand, stresses harmony. It strives to find a both/and perspective instead of 
focusing on all the differences.  
 
This undercurrent of honor and shame plays a very important role in the entire account of 
David and Bathsheba. I expect this is a familiar story to most of us, but it seems like there’s 
always a new angle to view it from!  
 
At the beginning of the story, David was not behaving honorably. He should have been 
fulfilling his kingly role by leading the army out to battle, but he allowed Joab to go in the 
position of king instead.  
 
Bathsheba did not behave honorably, either. There’s just no way around the naked truth that 
she took a bath on a roof facing a palace. Women don’t bathe in places where they can be 
seen publicly. This is NOT something that’s different between our culture and that of the Old 
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Testament! No self-respecting woman in any culture would do this. 2 If you lived near the 
home of a famous person, you would be well aware of it and would probably observe their 
habits as best you could from your house. Bathsheba’s house was very close to the king’s 
palace—some say just yards away. She must have known that sometimes he walked outside 
on his roof and that hers was clearly visible from there. The fact that Matthew called her “the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite” instead of using her given name when he recorded the genealogy of 
Jesus leads us to believe that he considered her to be dishonorable. In fact, Bathsheba 
probably isn’t her given name, either, since it’s a combination that means “daughter of 
Sheba.”  
 
Chances are that David and Bathsheba were not completely unknown to each other before 
this event. Author Francine Rivers has a little book about Bathsheba in which she speculates 
that the girl had a crush on David from childhood. We can’t possibly know if that’s true, but 
we do know that her father and her husband served in David’s elite fighting force referred to 
as the Mighty Men. We also know that her grandfather, Ahithophel, was one of David’s close 
advisors until he later betrayed him—quite likely because he felt David had dishonored him 
on this occasion with his granddaughter.  
 
Every woman in Israel was required to take a purification bath at the end of her monthly 
period, which the text tells us is what Bathsheba was doing. This means that she was in the 
most fertile time of her cycle, which she would know full well. The ESV says this was the late 
afternoon, but the word erev there usually means “evening” or “twilight.” Either way, she 
was exposing herself. It was either broad daylight or near-dark, in which case she would have 
to bring a light up there. Do you suppose a light on somebody’s rooftop might draw the 
attention of a king pacing on his palace roof? Because of the extreme unlikelihood of this 
being innocent, we can conclude that David perceived it as an invitation. He couldn’t tell 
exactly who she was, so he asked a servant to go inquire.  In an honor/shame culture, it 
would shame the king for a servant to know something he doesn’t know, so the polite thing 
to do was to phrase a fact as a question. When the servant reported back, he tactfully asked, 
“Isn’t this Bathsheba…?” 
 
Coming from our culture and time, we assume that David tried to keep the whole affair a 
secret, but this level of privacy didn’t exist in the ancient world—especially for a king. After 
the servants inquired about Bathsheba’s identity, David sent messengers to go get her. The 
whole palace would have been buzzing about it. We don’t know how long she stayed with 
David before returning home, but clearly David did not keep her. He used her and sent her 
home, making no effort to add her to his harem. This would bring shame on her in the 
community, whereas she would have had a measure of honor if David had kept her. 
 

                                                             
2 Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, page 41. 
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The plot thickened when David received word that Bathsheba was pregnant. He needed to 
take care of it, of course, but it may not have seemed terribly serious to him at first. Uriah 
had served alongside him for many years and had proven himself to be a loyal subject. David 
fully expected that his buddy Uriah would let him off the hook and preserve the honor of his 
own wife by claiming the child was his. Even though everyone would know that it wasn’t 
Uriah’s baby, it was the thing to do between men. David didn’t appear to have a guilty 
conscience about sleeping with Uriah’s wife, and he certainly didn’t seem to be concerned 
about whether adultery was right or wrong. His priority was to preserve his honor as the 
king.  
We can’t know for sure, but it seems more likely than not that Uriah would have gotten wind 
of what had happened between his wife and the king long before he came home. Kings 
didn’t normally summon individual soldiers back from battle, so surely Uriah wanted to know 
what this meeting was going to be about before he got there. No doubt someone filled him 
in on the local gossip before he met with David. 
 
There’s no ambiguity in the story about David’s intentions concerning Uriah. He sent him 
home and tried to pay him off with a gift. He wanted Uriah to sleep with his wife and absolve 
David of responsibility. But either because Uriah loved his wife or because the gift was too 
small or because he just felt betrayed by the man he had served so loyally, he refused to 
comply. He slept at the palace entrance—a public place where everyone would see him and 
know he hadn’t gone home. Nobody would have missed this very public statement. Uriah 
might as well have stood up in front of all Jerusalem and shouted, “I know you’re all talking 
about what happened between my wife and the king, and I’d like to make sure everybody 
knows that I have not slept with my wife in many months, and I’m not doing it now, either!” 
 
It was unheard of for a foreign mercenary soldier to have a second audience with the king, 
but David called him back and asked him why he didn’t go home. Uriah purposely shamed 
David and revealed his anger. He pointed out that everyone, including the presence of God in 
the Ark of the Covenant, was camped at the battle scene—except David. He mentioned Joab, 
who was fulfilling the king’s role in David’s place. He knew exactly what David was trying to 
do so he declared that he couldn’t possibly go home and make love to his wife while his 
fellow soldiers were suffering. The barely-veiled accusation was that David was not 
honorable because he was the leader of all those poor men and he had no problem making 
love while they suffered—and with a loyal subject’s wife! 
 
David tried one more time to salvage the situation by getting Uriah drunk enough to have 
him dumped into his own house. Then the whole neighborhood would be witnesses of the 
fact that Uriah spent that night at home. Uriah was able to keep his wits about him enough 
to be sure he did not go anywhere near his house. It was a defiant statement that he would 
play no part in helping David save his honor. 
 
As the king, David could have just seized what he wanted at this point, either buying Uriah’s 
wife from him or just taking her. Instead, he was so angered by Uriah’s snubbing that he 
arranged to have Uriah killed—this faithful man who had been one of the top three Mighty 
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Men fighting at his side back when he was on the run from Saul. David had no guilty 
conscience over this. He probably concluded that it was Uriah’s fault. “His own stubbornness 
is what got him killed!” David had made a fair offer and Uriah had refused to take it. Done. 
 
Uriah died, Bathsheba moved into the palace, the baby was acknowledged as David’s, and his 
public honor was restored. Everything was fine now. He had just behaved like any other 
Mesopotamian king would have behaved. Westerners are generally more introspective than 
biblical people were, so we want to assume that David was eaten up with guilt over what he 
had done. We think of him stubbornly refusing to admit he was wrong, even though 
somewhere deep inside he knew he needed to repent. But it’s more likely that David never 
actually gave it a moment’s thought. According to the honor/shame culture of the day, all 
was resolved.  
 
But God held David to a higher moral standard than what was merely acceptable in his 
culture. We should remind ourselves at this point that God sees morality differently than the 
way a culture might see it. Since David didn’t seem to have any internal voice speaking 
conviction to his heart and drawing him to repentance, God used a tool from that culture—a 
prophet—to speak that message loud and clear and activate David’s conscience.  

 

2 Samuel 12 

And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There 
were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man 
had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little 
ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him 
and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and 
lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to 
the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to 
prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb 
and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 5 Then David's anger was 
greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the 
man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 
 
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of 
Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of 
Saul. 8 And I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your 
arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, 
I would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of 
the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with 
the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart 
from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up 
evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your 
eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the 
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sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all 
Israel and before the sun.’”  

 
 
Once the light was directed at David’s heart and revealed how far he had fallen from the 
righteousness of the God he loved, his immediate response was to admit that he had sinned 
against God. Fortunately for all of us, he expressed his journey of seeking forgiveness in rich 
poetry.  
 
 
 

Psalm  51 
 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
    according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
    and cleanse me from my sin! 
 
3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words 
    and blameless in your judgment. 
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
    and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 
    and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

 
 
In the centuries since this Psalm was penned, God’s people have turned to it countless times 
to express honest confession and to be reminded of the humble posture we must have 
before God. David’s story of failure illustrates that whether you’re the king of Israel or an 
anonymous person living 3,000 years later, God will work through the culture to bring his 
people into conformity with his moral law. He will remove our blinders and make us more like 
Jesus when we submit ourselves to Him. 
 
 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSON 4: STEPS IN A WORD STUDY  (13:00) 

We’ve learned what word studies are, what tools to use, and the most common pitfalls to 
avoid. Today we’re going to list the steps in doing a word study. Because I based this part 
of the course on the word study course by Johnny Cisneros, I’m going to use his five 
steps. You can find countless word study guides that use a lot more steps, but I like this 
because it keeps it simple and doable. 
 
From page 227 onward in your student handbook, you’ll see blank word study forms that 
guide you through all of these steps. 
 
1. Choose a word. 
 
Usually, I do a word study because I’ve come upon a word that I’m wondering about. But 
if you just find that you like doing word studies, you might want to spend a little time on 
this step. Be sure to choose a word that interests you. A good place to start is to find a 
word that is repeated a lot within a book of the Bible.  
 
2. Consult an English Dictionary 
 
Most methods of doing word studies tell you not to consult dictionaries or commentaries 
until after you’ve made some observations on your own. But starting with an English 
dictionary can help right off the bat because it forces you to consider how the word is 
used in our society and culture and how that might be different from how it’s used in the 
Bible. 
 
Answer these three questions as you consult an English dictionary: 
 

• Which sense is the most common in my culture or society? 
• Which sense is the most common in my church’s culture or teaching? 
• Which sense seems to be closest to the Bible’s usage? 

3. Consult a Hebrew or Greek Dictionary (a Lexicon) 
 
When you open an entry in a lexicon (called LexiconC on Blue Letter because it’s also a 
Concordance), the contents can be a little overwhelming. We can narrow things down by 
asking a couple of questions: 
 



• How do the proposed senses relate to those that I collected in the English 
dictionary?  

• How do these senses relate to those used in my society and church culture? 

The main reason to look in a lexicon is to get the verse references where the word is 
found. Sometimes the sections of a dictionary entry (especially using online tools, which 
can be a collection of sources) may disagree with each other. It’s not that one is right and 
one is wrong, it’s that they’re analyzing words in different ways. So you can consult those 
entries, but mainly you want to find the other places where your word occurs. If this 
turns out to be an overwhelming number of places, it can help to isolate your search just 
to the book where you originally found your word, or else to the book that has the word 
the most times.  
 
Here’s the trick: we’re not looking for every place that the English word appears, but for 
the Greek or Hebrew word that was translated into English.  
 
4.  Observe the study word in context. 
 
At this point, you’ve got a list of places your word occurs in the Bible. Look up each major 
reference and make these four observations about each one: 
 

• Circumstance: The situation at hand. This may include things like time, location, or 
topic. 

• Characters: Notice who is acting or who is affected by the actions of others. 
• Actions: Pull out the verbs in a passage or verse. 
• Outcomes: Note the results of the actions. You may need to read further in the 

passage. 

 
5. Apply insights  
 
Application is going to vary, depending on how relevant your discovery is to a situation in 
your own life. Sometimes the application is just to be aware of things about God, about 
ourselves, or about others. At other times, application will be about taking some form of 
action, like praying, sharing, or teaching. As we grow in knowledge and truth, our 
increasing obedience will lead to transformation and personalization of what we’ve 
learned. 
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