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LITERATURE LESSON 6: LITERARY DEVICES AND GENRES 

Let’s take a brief look at some literary techniques that are used deliberately in the Bible. They 
are most frequently found in the poetic sections, but we’ll see that they’re not limited to 
poetry. When you recognize that a literary technique is being used, you’re more likely to be 
on track with the original intention of the author. Here are several techniques to look for: 
 
 

1. Acrostic. This is a type of poem in which the first word of each line begins with a 
certain letter to make a pattern. Here’s an example in English: 

 
Farmers bring in the harvest from the land.  
Animals prepare for the winter chill.  
Leaves fall from the trees – floating 
Lightly to the ground.   

By Leanne Guenther 
 

There are several acrostic poems in the Bible. You wouldn’t notice the structure in 
English because they were written in Hebrew. They go through the Hebrew alphabet 
in order, with each line starting with a particular letter. Examples: Psalm 112, Psalm 
119.  
 
You might wonder why Psalm 119 keeps saying the same thing over and over, and 
knowing that it’s forming a complex and beautiful acrostic helps answer that 
question. Acrostics lend themselves to memorization pretty easily. 

 
 

2. Chiasm. This is when elements in a chapter or passage have mirrored partners that 
hinge around a central point. Example: “When the going gets tough, the tough get 
going.” 

 
The structure is expressed by assigning letters to each line or group of lines, and then 
using the same letter for a similar concept further on in the passage.  
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Example: Psalm 47 
 

Clap your hands, all peoples! 
    Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2 For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, 
    a great king over all the earth. 
3 He subdued peoples under us, 
    and nations under our feet. 
4 He chose our heritage for us, 
    the pride of Jacob whom he loves. Selah 

5 God has gone up with a shout, 
    the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
    Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 
    sing praises with a psalm! 

8 God reigns over the nations; 
    God sits on his holy throne. 
9 The princes of the peoples gather 
    as the people of the God of Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
    he is highly exalted! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

A 

B 

C 

B 
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Joel 3:17-21 is an example of a more complex chiasm: 

  

17 “So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, 
    who dwells in Zion, my holy mountain. 
And Jerusalem shall be holy, 
    and strangers shall never again pass through it. 
 
18 “And in that day 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
    and the hills shall flow with milk, 
and all the streambeds of Judah 
    shall flow with water; 
and a fountain shall come forth from the house of the LORD 
    and water the Valley of Shittim. 
 
19 “Egypt shall become a desolation 
    and Edom a desolate wilderness, 
for the violence done to the people of Judah, 
    because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 
20 But Judah shall be inhabited forever, 
    and Jerusalem to all generations. 
21 I will avenge their blood, 
    blood I have not avenged, 
    for the LORD dwells in Zion.” 
 

 
The ideas presented in this prophecy follow this arrangement:  
 

A - God dwells in Zion (verse 17a) 
B - Jerusalem is holy (verse 17b) 
C - Foreign invaders are banished (verse 17c) 
D - The blessings of the Kingdom (verse 18) 
C - Foreign enemies are destroyed (verse 19) 
B - Jerusalem and Judah are preserved (verses 20–21a) 
A - God dwells in Zion (verse 21b) 

 
The entire book of Matthew can be viewed with a chiastic structure, and there are 
lots of chiastic sections within it. It’s literary genius. Any ancient Jew would have been 

A 

A 

B 

B 

C 

C 

D 
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attuned to hear chasm as they were listening, just like we instinctively hear rhyme 
and rhythm in poetry. Among other purposes, this structure aids in memorization. 
 

 
3. Hyperbole: This is purposeful exaggeration for effect. The author isn’t trying to trick 

the reader or lie to them. The reader understands that it’s exaggeration. Example: 
“I’ve told you a thousand times…”  

 

3 My tears have been my food 
    day and night… Psalm 42:3a 

 
15 And the king made silver and gold as common in Jerusalem as stone, and he 
made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah.  2 Chronicles 1:15  

 
 
We should consider hyperbole when we’re reading some of the numbers of 
populations in the OT because it’s really not possible for there to be the number of 
Israelites in a place the size of New Jersey without apartment buildings and 
infrastructure. It’s not that the authors are lying. They’re doing history the way 
people then did history, which is different from the critical-historical method that is 
the way to do history now. Hyperbole with numbers is very, very common in ancient 
Near Eastern writings. It does not make the Bible erroneous or uninspired for God to 
let them write it the way people wrote then. It does mean that we need to learn to 
recognize literary techniques, like we do with other types of writing. 
 
 

4. Imagery. This is a general term for vivid or figurative language. The two most 
common types of imagery are simile and metaphor. Simile is a comparison using 
“like” or “as.”  

 
Her tears flowed like a river down her cheeks. 

 
A metaphor is a little bolder because it leaves out the “like” or “as” and just says “this 
IS this other thing.”  

 
Her tears were a river down her cheeks. 

 
The Bible uses a variety of metaphors that we shouldn’t always try to take literally.  

 
I am the vine; you are the branches.  John 15:5 

 
You are the salt of the earth. Matt 5:13 
 
The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life. Proverbs 13:14 
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We are the clay, you are the potter. Isaiah 64:8 
 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come and His bride has made herself ready. Rev 19:7  

 
So now let me tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will remove its 
hedge and it will be consumed; I will break down its wall and it will become 
trampled ground. Isaiah 5:5 

 
Especially when it comes to prophecy, we should be careful not to try to make every 
element literal, like using Isaiah 5:5 to declare that God is going to cause the Wailing 
Wall to be knocked down at some point in history. 

 
 

5. Poetic Parallelism. This type of parallelism is extremely common in the poetic sections 
of the Bible. Instead of rhyme and meter (two of the primary devices we use in 
English poetry), Hebrew poetry uses parallelism. It involves one or more lines that are 
connected to the previous line as a unit. They either restate the previous concept or 
provide a contrast to it.  

 
A wise son makes a glad father,  
but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother.  Proverbs 10:1 
 
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil   Matthew 6:13 

 
 

6. Typology. This could also be called “foreshadowing.” When used in the Bible, 
sometimes it’s very subtle and other times it’s obvious. We would say that the story 
of Abraham finding a ram in the thicket as a substitute for Isaac is an example of 
typology. It’s not the same as an allegory. We’re not taking every element of the 
Abraham story and trying to find meaning in it, like the bundle of sticks means one 
thing and the left horn of the ram means something else, and so on. But the story is 
definitely pointing to the idea of Christ being our substitute so that we don’t have to 
die. Here are some other examples of types in the Bible: 
 

• Jesus as the Second Adam 
• Jesus as the New Israel 
• The Tree of Life as a connection place with God 
• The Temple as a connection place with God 
• The serpent on the pole 
• Jonah in the fish for three days 
• A prophet like Moses who will come 
• Joseph’s parallels with Jesus 
• David’s parallels with Jesus 
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The God of the OT is the same as the God of the NT and he inspired this book across 
many generations. It’s likely that he built a lot more foreshadowing into it than we 
can even recognize. The way that I personally distinguish it from allegory is that I 
think a type would be recognizable by people when the fulfillment happens. Nobody 
would have seen it before that, but later listeners and readers could see the 
similarities between the later event and the former one(s) and see that God was 
giving sort of a pre-illustration of something he would do. 

 
When you recognize that the Bible is literature that contains acrostics, chasms, hyperbole, 
imagery, parallelism, and typology, a lot of interpretive errors can be avoided right there. It 
also opens up your study to a whole new level of richness.  
 
Remember that knowing what type of literature you’re reading within the Bible is really 
important for interpretation. It will help tune your mind to think about the text in a more 
focused way. Different types of literature make different demands on us.  
 
Going back to our discussion about whether to take something literally or figuratively, 
different genres in the Bible favor one or the other. Poetry obviously favors figurative 
interpretations, while the law codes of Leviticus favor the literal. It’s not that one can’t have 
the other, but it’s important at the outset to know what you’re getting into. Your mind will 
brace itself to work a certain way when you have some knowledge about what to expect out 
of this type of literature.  
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LOGIC LESSON 8: PROPAGANDA 

Propaganda is any strategy for spreading our beliefs or ideas. It’s not wrong to do that, or to 
encourage people to buy our product. The problem comes when the reasons given or the 
tactics used are manipulative or untruthful. Propaganda is not always irrelevant, and it 
doesn’t always lie. 
 
Manipulative Propaganda  
 
Manipulative propaganda is used when someone plays with our emotions in a way designed 
to make us agree with them without thinking through the matter carefully. It’s like a red 
herring fallacy in the way it avoids the important issues that ought to be addressed and 
distracts us from them. If you suspect manipulative propaganda is being used, ask yourself if 
the person is actually proving their claim or if they’re just giving the impression that they are. 
 
Our fallacies today are examples of manipulative propaganda. 
 
 

1. Appeal to Fear  
 

Appeal to fear is a propaganda technique that is used when someone makes you fear 
the consequences of not doing what he wants. 

 
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I urge you to convict John Doe of this crime 
of murder. He needs to be put where he belongs so that you and your families 
don’t become his next victims! 

 
A picture of a dingy bathroom is followed by a microscopic close-up of bacteria 
crawling around on the counter. “Here’s what’s going on, even though you 
can’t see it. Use our bathroom cleaner to keep your family safe.” 

 
It’s not an appeal to fear if it’s just a threat and they’re not really trying to change 
your mind. Sometimes it’s a fine line. 
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2. Appeal to Pity  
 
When someone tries to make us do something only because we pity him or we pity 
something associated with him, he is using the propaganda technique called appeal 
to pity. 

 
But officer, this is the fifth ticket I’ve been given this year. If I get another 
ticket, they’ll take my license away and I won’t be able to drive to work. My 
wife and children will starve! 

 
Man holding up sign: Any help appreciated. Out of work, young kids, can’t find 
a job. 

 
 

3. Bandwagon  
 
The bandwagon technique invites us to jump on the bandwagon and do what 
everybody else is doing.  
 
This technique pressures us to do something just because many other people like us 
are doing it. It’s different from Appeal to the People, which says that something must 
be right because so many others are doing it or believe it. This one is largely about 
peer pressure. It should be about right/wrong or true/false, not whether most people 
are doing it. 

 
More Americans get their news from ABC than from any other news source. 

 
We need to get a new car. Nobody else on our street drives a car that’s this 
loud or has rust on it. 

 
 

4. Exigency 
 
Exigency is being used when nothing more than a time limit is given as a reason for us 
to do what someone wants. 

 
 
Hurry up and get your new appliances… sale ends tonight at midnight! 

 
Refinance your loan while rates are low. Last time they were this low, they only 
stayed that way for a few months. 
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5. Repetition  

 
Repetition is repeating a message loudly and very often in the hope that we will 
believe it. 

 
Eat Sugarloops for breakfast! Eat Sugarloops for lunch! Eat Sugarloops for 
supper! Eat Sugarloops all the time! You will love Sugarloops.” 

 
You know what? You’re nothing but a stinking bum. You do no work all day, 
and you sit around doing nothing. I can’t believe how lazy you are. You are so 
lazy you are going to end up on welfare.  

 
 

6. Transfer  
 
Transfer is getting us to transfer our good or bad feelings about one thing to another 
unrelated thing. 

 
A beautiful woman posing on a sports car in an ad. 

 
A political candidate picture with gray skies, a frown on his face, and 
discordant music.  

 
A celebrity advertises a particular brand of shampoo.  
 

This last one is different from Faulty Appeal to Authority because a celebrity with 
beautiful hair may actually be a good authority for this type of product. Athletes in 
ads for sports equipment are examples of Transfer, not Faulty Appeal to Authority. 

 
Transfer is also used in the naming of products: 
 

• Purefresh Mountain Spring Water 
• Chevy Trailblazer 
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7. Snob Appeal  

 
Snob appeal is used when someone tries to persuade us to think his product would 
make us better or make us stand out from everyone else. 

 
Marines: Do you have what it takes? 

 
Private School ad: Improving education for the brightest minds. 

 
Buy the Chet Atkins Signature Gibson guitar. 

 
 
 

8. Tradition  
 
An appeal to tradition occurs when someone encourages us to buy some product or 
to take some action because it is associated with things of the past. 

 
Our expert guitar craftsmen build guitars using only the most time-honored 
methods. 

 
Our family has been in the business for 100 years. 

 
 
 

9. Hi-tech  
 
In an appeal to hi-tech, we are encouraged to buy something because it is the “latest 
thing”—not necessarily because it is the best thing. 

 
Our laundry ball cleans your clothes automatically with our patented method 
of defusing the ionization of the fetezoic acids and implanting a catalyst. 
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LOGIC LESSON 9: REVIEW 

Bread Fallacy Quiz1 
 
Name the fallacy in each example below: 
 

1. Bread is bad for you because it contains things that aren’t good for you. 
 

2. According to polls, 98% of Americans believe bread is the primary cause of obesity. 
 

3. Jesus said he is “the bread of life.” We shouldn’t touch other kinds of bread if we 
want to call ourselves Christians. 

 
4. President Obama says we should eat two slices of bread every day. But he’s a 

Democrat. He can’t possibly know what he’s talking about. 
 

5. Either you become addicted to eating bread and die, or you don’t eat it at all. Choose 
wisely or suffer the consequences. 

 
6. Why do you want to torment me with your blatant bread-eating? 

 
7. The Assyrians, one of the most violent civilizations, were among the first to bake and 

consume bread. Unless we want to become like them, we should not eat bread. 
 

8. Since bread is obviously bad for us, we should avoid water as well. Everyone knows 
bread is made with flour and water. 

 
9. According to Mrs. Xentaras - the lady at the post office - bread consumption by 

children lowers their score on the IOWA test. We should keep children from all forms 
of bread. 

 
10. Of course, we shouldn’t follow Mrs. Xentaras’s advice. I saw her eating a bread soup 

bowl on her lunch break. 
 

11. All people with last names that start with an “X” are hypocrites. Mrs. Xentaras told us 
not to eat bread, and then she ate bread herself. 

                                                             
1 This test was created by Laura Xentaras (copyright 2009) and edited by Nathaniel Bluedorn. 
http://www.fallacydetective.com/news/read/bread-fallacy-quiz    
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Bread Fallacy Quiz Answers: (1) Circular Reasoning, (2) Appeal to the People, (3) Equivocation, 
(4) Ad Hominem, (5) Either-Or, (6) Loaded Question, (7) Genetic Fallacy, (8) Whole-to-part, (9) 
Faulty Appeal to Authority, (10) Tu Quoque, (11) Hasty Generalization. 
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STORY TIME: A FISHERMAN GOES TO SCHOOL1 

 
 Luke 5:1-11 
 

On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he 
was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the 
boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he 
said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon 
answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let 
down the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, 
and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to 
come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to 
sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished 
at the catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their boats to 
land, they left everything and followed him. 

 
It’s morning in the lakeside town of Capernaum. The fishing boats sit empty, while tired 
fishermen labor near the smelly landing to mend their nets. They’ve been up all night. It’s no 
use fishing in the Sea of Galilee in the daytime, since the fish feed at night and then hide 
under rocks while the sun is up. No fish found their way into the nets last night, though, and 
the men are eager to finish their repairs so they can escape from their exhaustion and 
frustration by catching some sleep.  
 
The normal morning-time activity of the town is interrupted, though, by the appearance of a 
local celebrity. Jesus, from nearby Nazareth, is a household name in the Galilee region 
because of some miraculous healings he has done recently. A crowd presses around him as 
he approaches the shore of the lake—not requesting that he do more miracles, but asking 
him to teach them. Jesus is about thirty years old (the age at which a man could be 
considered a rabbi) and he had always demonstrated a knack for understanding the Torah. 
By remaining single when most men married by age twenty, he has shown that he’s set on 
becoming a serious teacher. The people want to hear what he has to say. 
 

                                                             
1 Primary source for background information on this story: Bailey, Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, 
chapter 11. 
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Imagine that you own a small boat that you have tied up at the local marina. You’ve just 
gotten out and you’re putting away your fishing tackle when somebody climbs right into your 
boat! For Peter, this would have seemed even more audacious than it would to us because 
the boat was his livelihood, not his recreation. Even more boldly, Jesus asks Peter to row him 
out a little way from the land, apparently intending to use it as a pulpit so everyone can see 
him and so his voice will be amplified off the water. Great idea, except that rowboats drift 
about on a large lake and it’s going to take a strong, skilled oarsman to keep it under control. 
Peter happens to be exhausted and he has work to do before he can go home to bed, but he 
really has no choice. There’s a social obligation here. Jesus has recently healed Peter’s 
mother-in-law at a house nearby in town, so Peter has to return the favor.  
 
On the other hand, being singled out by Jesus is a bit of an honor, considering he’s the one 
that everyone has been talking about. Jesus needs something that Peter is uniquely skilled 
and equipped to provide. This is going to become a favorite tactic that Jesus uses when he 
wants someone to follow him. He asks for help. He deliberately puts himself in the position 
where he genuinely needs the help of a person who is close at hand and is capable of 
meeting the need. This affirms the person on his or her own terms and makes them a 
partner in what Jesus is doing. Think of the woman at the well. Jesus asks her for a drink, not 
telling her at first what a great gift he actually has to offer her. It just starts out as a simple, 
disarming request: “I have a need. Will you help me?” In Peter’s case, he’s intimately familiar 
with his surroundings and with the task at hand, so he’s not being asked to do something 
that’s new or embarrassing for him. God is about to use something very ordinary to Peter to 
transform his entire life! 
 
So Jesus gets into the boat, Peter rows him out a little way and keeps the boat steady, and 
Jesus sits down to teach. This is the posture a rabbi would take in the synagogue. It’s the 
opposite of how it’s done in our culture, where the pastor or teacher stands up at a lectern. 
Jesus sits down to indicate that he is teaching with authority and presents his message while 
Peter does the thing he does best.  
 
When he’s done, Jesus asks to be rowed back to shore, thanks Peter for his services, and 
goes on his way. Right? Nope! That’s what they would have expected, but that’s not what 
happened! Instead, Jesus does something quite shocking. The carpenter from Nazareth gives 
instructions to the professional fisherman about how to catch fish! In fact, he orders Peter to 
go back out and tells him where to throw the nets. It’s preposterous! These guys are 
exhausted and they know it’s pointless because the fish can see the nets in the daytime and 
they’re not hanging around in the deep parts of the lake anyway. The fish congregate by the 
streams and springs that flow into the lake and bring fresh water into it, so they’ll be closer 
to shore than where Jesus is telling them to cast. Honestly, the idea that a carpenter from an 
inland town would tell them to go out into deep water in broad daylight and put their nets 
down is ridiculous. 
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Peter is not a scholar, but he does demonstrate faith in Jesus. Maybe he’s thinking about 
how Jesus raised the dead and figuring he can lure some sleepy fish into a net. He feels he 
needs to throw in a comment to let Jesus know they’ve already been trying this all night with 
no results, but then he says “At your word I will let down the nets.” Because Jesus told him 
to, he will. Even after being up all night. Even after working hard to keep the boat still. Even 
though he’ll look ridiculous to all his fisher-friends. Or maybe he’s just got an attitude and 
wants to prove he knows what he’s doing and Jesus doesn’t: “You rabbis think you know 
everything, but we’ll show you who the professionals are here!” 
 
The text suddenly switches from being primarily about Peter to a situation in which he and 
his pals are all out on the lake in two separate boats. There must have been some sense of 
expectation for them to take two boats and a few people. We find out at the end of the story 
that the brothers James and John, probably Jesus’ first cousins, were his two partners. 
(Compare the women present at the crucifixion in Mt 27:55-56, Mk 15:40-41, and Jn 19:25 to 
find that if all are accounted for, Mary and Salome, their mother, were sisters.) 
 
When they let down their nets, they enclosed such a large number of fish that their nets 
would have torn if they had pulled them into the boat. Instead of yelling to their partners in 
the other boat (which would have carried across the water and alerted every fisherman in 
the vicinity that there was a great new fishing spot here), they “signaled” them with their 
hand. It turns out there were so many fish that both boats were sitting low in the water. 
 
Peter reacts immediately, knowing something big is going on here. Here’s a guy who could 
get rich off his knack for finding where the fish are, but instead of hiring out his services to 
the local fishermen, he’s going around penniless and teaching people for free. Jesus has 
higher values and priorities, which contrast with Peter’s, and suddenly show Peter how 
inadequate his own values are. His  immediate reaction to the catch of fish is to express his 
unworthiness to Jesus. Originally, he called Jesus “Teacher.” Now he calls him “Lord.” He tells 
him he’s a sinner—surely not good enough to even be in his company or to be receiving this 
special attention. The Greek word for what they’re all feeling is a word that fuses amazement 
with fear.  He tells Jesus to depart from him because he is unclean. He doesn’t want to defile 
Jesus by his own sin. But Jesus knows he has come to make people clean and that he’s not in 
danger of others’ sin rubbing off on him. 
 
Jesus tells the three fishermen not to be afraid because he has a plan for them.  They would 
have been very surprised to hear this because they were tradesmen, not scholars, and Jesus 
was directly inviting them to become his followers. In the Jewish culture of that day, boys 
would learn the entire Torah before they reached 13. Those who showed aptitude would go 
on and study further, and some would eventually be chosen by a rabbi to be a disciple, 
following him from place to place to learn from him in the context of life. Peter, James, and 
John had failed the exams. They didn’t have the aptitude to be scholars sitting under a rabbi, 
so they’d turned to the fishing trade—probably because this is what their fathers had done 
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and taught them to do. We know that John was probably very young because he lived 
another sixty-some years after Jesus’ resurrection, and because some say he would not have 
been allowed near the cross if he were old enough to have a beard. We also know that Peter 
was at least twenty because Jesus indicated that he needed to pay the temple tax with him, 
which was required of every male over twenty (Mt 17:24-27). The others seemed to be 
nearby but there was no talk of them having to pay the tax. So the disciples were likely a 
collection of boys and young men from the ages of thirteen to nineteen, with Peter in his 
early twenties. (Try reading the Gospels again and keep forcing yourself to see them as a 
group of teenagers! It’s not so surprising that they often didn’t understand what was going 
on.) 
 
So when we find Jesus here by the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he’s looking for some 
fishermen  to come and follow him. He needs the skills they bring to the table. They’re going 
to keep fishing as they follow him, but this time they’re going to be catching people. The 
word for “catching” there means to catch something alive, not like the fish that died after 
they were caught.  
 
When Jesus declares to them that from now on they will be fishers of men, even the 
relatively uneducated fishermen recognize a familiar ring to these words. They know from 
listening to the reading of the Prophets in the synagogue each week that there is a statement 
in Jeremiah about fishermen. If you were a fisherman, it’s something that would grab your 
attention, especially since it honors that humble trade! Just after God describes how he’s 
going to bring the people of Israel back into their land after exile from all the different 
nations, he says in Jeremiah 16:16 that, “I am sending for many fishers… and they shall catch 
them.” The image there is that the fishermen are bringing the people safely back into their 
inheritance. God assigns them this special task. And this is the way Peter, James, and John 
understand Jesus’ statement that they are to be fishers of men—that he is giving them a task 
to carry out.  
 
The rest of the story here follows a typical pattern of Middle Eastern stories, in which a 
dramatic effect is achieved and their sincerity is demonstrated by condensing the narrative 
so that it looks like an exaggeration. It simply says that when they had brought their boats to 
land, they left everything and followed him. Surely they didn’t leave the fish to rot and their 
parents to starve. It was fine for them to take care of matters, although the details are not 
spelled out. They’d be spending a lot more time in their own hometown with Jesus, since he 
spent most of his time in the Galilee region, but this was a turning point in their lives. It’s not 
that they would never go fishing again, but from now on their lives would be devoted to 
growing God’s Kingdom—producing a “catch” of people that would be abundant and 
surprising and even more miraculous! 
 
 
 



 1 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSON 6: SPEED ROUND WITH “EZER”  (15:00) 

Last time, we went through the five steps using the English word “hope,” which took us about a 
half an hour. In real life, we sometimes just need to find something out in a few minutes.  
 
I heard someone teaching once about the roles of women and men, and they appealed to the 
idea that Eve was made to be an equal helper for Adam, not a lesser partner who enabled the 
man to do his more important job. The idea was that hers was a dignified position, and the 
teacher pointed out that the authority structure of a husband being head of the wife was not put 
in place until after the Fall—that this was not the intended created order, but came later. How 
can we tell whether this is a good interpretation? 
 
The first thing to do is to simply confirm that, indeed, it is not until Genesis 3:16 (after the couple 
sinned) that there is any mention of relational structure between the man and the woman, and 
that it’s not at all clear that the man ruling over the woman is viewed as a good thing when it is 
mentioned as part of the consequences of the Fall. It doesn’t seem to be the created order, but a 
distortion of it due to sin. So we can confirm that part just by skimming Genesis 1-3. 
 
Now let’s go back to Genesis 2:18 and look at how it was meant to be. Why did God make the 
woman for the man?  
 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him a helper fit for him.” 

 
What does our English dictionary say?  
 

:	one that helps  
especially :	a relatively unskilled worker who assists a skilled worker usually by 
manual labor 

 
The listed synonyms show that there is an understanding in our language that a helper is 
subservient to the person in charge, somehow lesser—the one who does the manual labor for 
the smarter or more powerful person. And this is historically how women’s roles have played out 
in much of the world. Is this how the word is used in Hebrew, though? We chose our word, 
consulted an English dictionary, and now we need to look at the Hebrew lexicon. 
 
We find that ezer used in the Bible for one who helps, or sometimes for a female helper. That 
didn’t really add any new information. We get the word “aid” added as a synonym, but it looks 
like we’re not going to learn anything from the simple senses of the word that the lexicon gives 
us. 
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One thing I’ll stop and do at this point is to see if there are any other Hebrew words that are 
translated as the word “help” or “helper.” This will help me see if the biblical author could have 
chosen a different word, but used this one instead.  
 
(Type helper in search box, then LexiconC.) 
 
The only other word there in Hebrew is the feminine form and verb form of the same word, ezer. 
You can tell these are forms of the same word because the 3 root letters are all there.  
 
Now interestingly, you can see that there are two different GREEK words used in the New 
Testament for the English “helper.” When you see how the second one is translated into English, 
it has the idea of “co-worker” or “fellow-worker,” or companion, not the idea of someone less 
skilled equipping the one who is in charge. But is this the same idea that is meant in Genesis 2? 
 
We need to look at the other times ezer used in the OT.  
 
In effect we’re looking at each of these verses and considering the circumstances, characters, 
actions, and outcomes, but let’s simplify for now by just zeroing in on who is doing the specific 
action of helping. 
 
In most of these (but not all!), GOD is the one who is the ezer!!! In Ezek 12, it’s someone with 
helpers and troops and he seems to be in charge of them, but all the rest have God using the 
same word of himself that he used of the woman he would make for the man in Genesis 2. 
 
Now, there are obviously a lot of implications for this and other avenues that we could explore 
from here, but you can see from this example that our investigation of a Hebrew word we didn’t 
know led to something surprising that raises our curiosity to learn more! 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE LESSON 6: SPEED ROUND WITH “EZER”  (15:00) 
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