
#26: DEFIANT, (ROMANS 10:14-21)
The Beatles are my favorite band of all time. They always will be. I love the synergy of
songwriting that happened between John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison,
and the backbeat and personality of Ringo Starr. I love their body of work from the early
pop rock (1962-64), into contemporary pop (1965), psychedelia (1966-67), then vast
influence spanning many musical genres. (1968-1970)

How did I begin to get into the Beatles?

I’m sure that when I was younger, I stumbled into their music on the radio from time to
time.

I know I heard their songs in TV commercials, and saw videos pointing to them on MTV.
I was born in 1981 and spent a lot of time in front of the boob tube.

I saw them on T-shirts and billboards.

I suppose I could have decided to read about the Beatles, but I wasn’t really interested
in them from the ages of zero to fourteen.

In the mid-nineties, there was an extensive documentary released about the Beatles
called “Anthology” that aired on TV. I did religiously watch it, but that was not the thing
that sparked my interest in the Beatles.



There was actually one person that really made me love the Beatles. It’s because of
them that my interest in the Beatles was sparked. This was my Dad.

My Dad is the one that borrowed “Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts Club Band” and “The
White Album” from the local Library, played the CD’s for me (back in about 1991 when I
was ten years old), and went into detailed explanation of all the songs, of the memories
that these songs brought up, and all the while playing air guitar and singing along,
infusing his passion into me.

And because of my Dad’s love for the Beatles I fell in love with the Beatles. He’s the
reason why I bought all their albums, watched documentaries about them, and even
sought to be a songwriter inspired by them.

Jesus Christ is one billion times more important to me than the Beatles. And He has
reason to be so beyond my religious aspirations. He saved me from a destructive
lifestyle of addiction and meaninglessness. He ransomed my soul for eternity through
His blood shed on the cross. He will resurrect me one day and give me a perfect,
eternal body that will honor Him forever in the New Heavens and New Earth of which
He will be King. This is far better than good music.

Question for Reflection: What are you the most passionate about? Does your
passion for Jesus outweigh that thing you’re passionate about?

How did I begin to get an interest in Jesus?

I certainly stumbled upon sermons on the radio from time to time.

I saw TV shows and TV preachers talk about Him.

I saw “Jesus Christ Superstar” in the theater when I was younger.

I saw Him referenced on bumper stickers & T-Shirts.

I could have decided to read the Bible before I was interested in Jesus. My grandma
was a KJV only fundamentalist and tried to get me into the Bible by buying me a NKJV,
leather bound volume with my name engraved on it. But I barely ever read it. When I
tried, it didn’t make much sense to me. My parents didn’t believe in Jesus. Most people
around me didn’t believe in Jesus. So what reason did I have to be interested in Him?

But there was one person who sparked my interest in Jesus. His name was Chip Milner.

I had tried a lot of things in life up until the age of eighteen. I had been through gifted
programs in elementary school, had gotten into rock n roll guitar playing in middle
school, had been a bully, had been bullied, had been an addictive smoker starting at



age twelve, drank until drunk hundreds of times, smoked marijuana for consecutive
days, weeks, months, and years, tripped on LSD probably more than one-hundred
times, on psilocybin five or six times, snorted cocaine, taken designer rave drugs,
snorted and eaten MDMA, snorted ketamine, been addicted to prescription speed
(Adderall), had a few romantic relationships that were sexually active, mischevious and
intense, snuck out of my house multiple times in the middle of the night while my
parents were asleep, been arrested twice, almost failed out of high school, then failed
out of college in my first semester.

Then, while working as a manager at a coffee shop, Chip Milner walked into my life.

Chip Milner had plenty of issues, and wasn’t perfect by any means. But he, like me, was
a rock and roll musician. He, like me, had once done lots of drugs and lived a crazy life.
Chip intentionally became my friend and began to share Christ with me. He was, at
times, aggressive about it, and at times, self-righteous. But he loved Jesus and let me
know. He played music with me. He spent time with me. He called me out when I
smoked pot or got drunk. He tried to protect me from getting back into a relationship
with a toxic ex-girlfriend. He prayed for me both privately and openly. He shared
scripture with me. He told me that Jesus died for all my sins and wanted to be my Lord
and Savior.

And eventually I moved on from my friendship with Chip, rejecting his Christ. However,
as a result of that friendship I had become sober, celibate, and on track to try again at
the college thing. After a year and a half of searching, doubting, and digging for the
truth, I came to Christ.

And I wouldn’t have come to Christ if it weren’t for Chip. I often say that I did genuinely
come to Christ on my own at the age of twenty while reading a bible in a comparative
religious studies class. But, that’s because I’m stubborn. Truth be told, if it weren’t for
Chip’s witness, I may have still been smoking dope, and living at my parents house
while trying to land in another relationship with a toxic girlfriend. Chip’s witness
propelled my trajectory in another direction.

We must share our faith with others, or people won’t meet Jesus. No doubt,
people can meet Christ through visions, dreams, personal bible reading, prayer,
supernatural miracles, TV shows, podcasts, videos, social media and more. But
the most effective witness is you- Christ follower.

Question for Reflection: Who was the first person that introduced you to Jesus?
Reach out to them and thank them!

Question for Reflection: Who is a person you know that you can introduce to
Jesus? Reach out to them to get together!



Paul wrote in Romans 10:14-15;
14 How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe
without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can
they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news., (Romans 10:14-15)

Like v. 14 states, people will not call on Jesus if they don’t believe in Him. People won’t
believe in Jesus without being told about Him. Visceral connection is so necessary.
Technological connection is no substitute. Preachers of all kinds, from pulpits to street
corners to coffee shop conversations, must be sent out to proclaim the good news of
Jesus. Yes it is good to utilize technology also to get the gospel out, but we who follow
Christ ought to get the gospel out in every way we’re capable of.

In Romans 10:15, Paul quotes Isa 52:7 to emphasize the importance of spreading the
gospel.
7 How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of the herald,
who proclaims peace,
who brings news of good things,
who proclaims salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Is 52:7)

This verse is just prior to the Servant Songs of Isa 52:13–53:12 that find their fulfillment
in Jesus, which Paul alludes to throughout this letter. In Romans 10:9, Paul described a
progression from inward faith to outward confession; he states that people must be sent
to proclaim the gospel so that others may hear and believe.1

Those who genuinely follow Christ from a genuine repentant heart can’t help but share
the good news of what He's done on the cross with others. One doesn’t have to be
extroverted to bear the burden of this call. Introverts will do this more interpersonally,
Extroverts might do this more publicly. All who love Jesus are sent by Him to proclaim
Him to others.

And it is good news we’re proclaiming! The world may think it’s weird, the devil may
convince us it’s offensive and wrong to tell others, and our flesh will feel embarrassed,
awkward, and odd about it. But the gospel is the best news in the universe!

Question for Reflection: What keeps you from sharing Christ with others?
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Fortunately, following Christ has nothing to do with being a moral person, a good
republican, a homophobe, or a racist. The gospel is for immoral and moral people,
democrats and republicans, LGBTQ and cisgender straight people, and has the power
to bring all nations and backgrounds together.

When these barriers to the gospel are torn down by genuine Christ lovers, people who
are broken and drowning in sin and despair will see the beauty of Christ. We absolutely
must share who He is with other friends. We must share Him with everyone we can. The
world needs Christ. The souls of people need Christ more than they’re willing to admit
or be aware of!

When one believes in Christ, he “calls” on Him. Believing, in turn, is based on hearing,
and hearing is based on someone preaching … and how can they preach unless they
are sent? (Since the Gr. word kēryssō, “preach,” means “to be a herald, to announce,” it
is not limited to proclamation from a pulpit.) Carrying God’s gracious offer involves
human beings whom God has brought to Himself and then uses as His heralds. They
share God’s message of salvation because He will save everyone who calls on His
name.2

It’s not just up to preachers to preach this. Really, all of us are called to preach to some
extent. The job of Jesus followers shouldn’t be to get people “into church” on a Sunday.
Though, no doubt, this is a good thing to do! All Jesus followers are called to preach the
gospel. All Jesus followers have a sphere of influence and opportunities abounding to
preach the gospel.

I once heard from some key leaders in my community that they’re irritated with how I
challenge people to be open and bold about their faith. They said that that’s not how
they follow Christ. They just love people and create community and see what happens.
They don’t ever bring up Christ in conversations with others.

Well no doubt, I also seek to love people and create community and see what happens!
This is why I’m involved in civic activity that is Kingdom oriented, so that I can have
many relationships with folks who don’t follow Jesus and folks that do. And by no means
do I seek to push my faith on people, ever. I know better than that after following Christ
for twenty years! In my early days I lacked tact, but now I know to “let my speech always
be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that I may know how I should answer each person.”
(Col. 4:6)

2 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
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Additionally, I know many people outside of the Church who are more winsome, kind,
fun, gracious, and generous than even some of the best Jesus followers I know.

There is absolutely no way that we will win people to Christ without telling them about
Christ. That is a key difference between a Christ follower and a non Christ follower. If
we’re in a game where we’re trying to win the world to Christ by our example only, then
we’ll get into a tireless game of phony effort that will exhaust us. We’re all human, all
fallible, all flawed, all constantly making mistakes. In the midst of all this we share Christ
with people because people need to know.

I’m not going to turn people on to the Beatles by wearing Beatles t-shirts and wanting
others to catch my fever for them through osmosis! People won’t understand our faith in
Christ unless we communicate that passion, that love, and that faith out loud, with
graciousness! We should seek to cultivate the sharing of our faith in a way that will
become as natural as breathing to us! That way we won’t be awkwardly forcing our faith
on anyone, but rather, sharing it in a way that is so genuine and compelling, that even
the most skeptical are curious!

Paul goes on;
16 But not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, Lord, who has believed our message?,

17 So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the message
about Christ., (Romans 10:16-17)

In Romans 10:16, Paul quotes from Isa 53:1;3

Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? (Is 53:1)

The indefinite “all” of the Greek text (Rom. 10:16) is appropriate, because the response
to the gospel among the Gentiles was also far less than total.4

I could tell many people of my love for the Beatles, sing their songs, and play their
music for others, but it doesn’t guarantee that everyone will love the Beatles.

Likewise, I can tell people of my love and adoration for Jesus, and it doesn’t guarantee
that they will believe. Paul experienced this fact all of the time as He shared the gospel
with both the religious and irreligious alike. It’s our job and calling to share Christ with
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others. We can’t force people to believe. As my friend and mentor Duane Crabbs has
said, “It’s our job to be God’s witnesses, not His lawyers.”

Question for Reflection: Who have you been sharing Christ with and they’re not
responding? How can you set up a healthy boundary to keep loving them and
connecting with them in a reasonable relationship while continually being able to
open your life up to others who may want to hear about Him?

10:17 states that faith comes from what is heard. Righteousness comes by faith, and
faith comes by hearing the gospel message. At the same time for Paul, faith demands
obedience to the gospel. The word about Christ Refers to the message about the
crucified and resurrected Christ.5

Paul goes on further;
18 But I ask, “Did they not hear?” Yes, they did:

Their voice has gone out to the whole earth,
and their words to the ends of the world., (Romans 10:18)

In Romans 10:18, Paul was inferring that someone might insist that the Jews were not
given adequate opportunity to hear the message. So, Paul said, But I ask (“say”), Did
they not hear? He then quoted Psalm 19:4, concerning God’s general revelation in the
cosmic heavens (cf. Rom. 1:18–20).

4 Their message has gone out to the whole earth,
and their words to the ends of the world. (Ps 19:4)

However, that psalm also discusses God’s special revelation in the Old Testament (Ps.
19:7–11).

7 The instruction of the Lord is perfect,
renewing one’s life;
the testimony of the Lord is trustworthy,
making the inexperienced wise.
8 The precepts of the Lord are right,
making the heart glad;
the command of the Lord is radiant,
making the eyes light up.
9 The fear of the Lord is pure,
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enduring forever;
the ordinances of the Lord are reliable
and altogether righteous.
10 They are more desirable than gold—
than an abundance of pure gold;
and sweeter than honey
dripping from a honeycomb.
11 In addition, your servant is warned by them,
and in keeping them there is an abundant reward. (Ps 19:7–11)

Paul’s obvious answer to his question is that Israel had ample opportunity by both
general and special revelation to respond to God. Certainly she heard.6 God reveals
Himself through general revelation to those who don’t yet know Him- both the religious
and irreligious. Everyone is created in the image of God. Everyone experiences the
profound influx of the conscience. Everyone experiences tangible beauty and wonder.
Those of us who follow Jesus should desire to embolden the Imago Dei in those who
don’t yet follow Jesus. We should be looking for how God is already working in their life
and from that basis sharing Christ, not harping on them for how they aren’t yet honoring
God in their unregenerate state of confusion.

But for those who have received the special revelation of God’s love through Jesus
Christ, we are collaboratively calling one another, speaking the truth in love, as we
journey to cruciformity to Christ. These are differing aspects of our witness that we
ought not to confuse with one another. The first is evangelism proper, the second is
discipleship, though the first is also discipleship in an evangelistic sense, and the
second is evagelistic in the sense that the truth, grace and forgiveness within the gospel
informs discipleship.

And Israel, the religious ones of Paul’s day, had been given the chance to respond to
the gospel of Jesus the same way that the irreligious Gentiles had been. However, God
had done something surprising by calling the seemingly “immoral and ungodly” more so
to the gospel to be transformed, while the seemingly “moral and godly” were rejecting
the gospel in favor of religiosity. Sound familiar?

19 But I ask, “Did Israel not understand?” First, Moses said,

I will make you jealous
of those who are not a nation;
I will make you angry by a nation

6 Witmer, J. A. (1985). Romans. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
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that lacks understanding.,

20 And Isaiah says boldly,

I was found
by those who were not looking for me;
I revealed myself
to those who were not asking for me.,

21 But to Israel he says, All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and
defiant people. (Ro 10:19–21)

With verses 10:19-21, the argument takes a turn. The apostle anticipated another
objection. Someone might argue, “Yes, Israel heard but she did not understand that God
purposed to offer righteousness by faith to all mankind, including Gentiles.” So Paul
wrote, Again I ask (lit., “But I say”), did Israel not understand? (egnō, “know”) His
answer this time was from two Old Testament quotations, one as early as Moses (Deut.
32:21) and the second by Isaiah (Isa. 65:1). Both Old Testament leaders wrote about
God’s turning to the Gentiles, whom the Jews thought had no understanding (asynetō,
“senseless”; cf. Rom. 1:21, 31). And yet concerning Israel, God has been gracious in
spite of her disobedience (a quotation of Isa. 65:2). Israel’s continuing rebellious and
unbelieving disobedience was judged by God’s turning to the Gentiles (Rom. 10:20; cf.
Acts 8:1–8, 10). At the same time God has not withheld salvation from Jews. He has
held out His hands, imploring them to return to Him.7

Big point. The religious people of Paul’s time were jealous that there were so many
“sinners” coming to Christ and living righteously. We need to be careful that we’re not
confusing evangelical religion with cruciformity or we’ll make the same mistake. The last
thing a bunch of republican, moral, obedient Christ followers should want is to all of a
sudden be jealous of a bunch of progressive, immoral, disobedient people who end up
meeting Jesus and gradually changing their lives in genuine conformity to Him. Let’s not
miss the boat here. God may be doing a new thing in our midst, and we want to
perceive it. (Isa 43:19) We want to be obedient to share, to help, to serve, and to love
others. We don’t want to be like the Judaizers in the book of Galatians who allowed
circumcision to be a blockade in the way of Gentiles coming to faith. We want to be like
the disciples of Jesus who welcomed, with open arms, Gentiles into the fold of God’s
people. (Acts 15:6-21) Now, I couldn’t imagine things like “abstaining from everything
that looks like CRT”, “being adamantly pro-life”, and “being adamantly anti-LGBTQ”
being in the list of Acts 15:20 if it were written in our day. Granted, in the course of
discipleship Christ followers will supernaturally form convictions dealing with the nuance
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and complexity of race, abortion and sexual identity. But we want people to have a
cruciform spiritual formation, not a political one, not a social one, and not a “doctrinal”
one! May we defend and guard the purity of the simple gospel of Christ and the truth of
God’s Word above all things!

Rather, I see in Romans 10:19-20 Paul clearly stating that God was revealing Himself to
people that weren’t even vaguely near to Him in any way. And God did this to piss off
the self-righteous religious people who thought they had it all together. He did it to baffle
them. “God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has
chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong.” (1 Cor. 1:27) God always does
this, has always throughout history, and will until Christ returns.

But, to the religiously self-righteous, how had God communicated? “All day long I have
held out my hands to a disobedient and defiant people.” (Romans 10:21) May we not, in
our quest for obedience, become disobedient! May we not, in our quest for compliance,
become defiant! Let’s instead develop a wild, unbridled passion for Jesus that spills out
of our lives into others and inspires them to follow Him, and to walk away from the life
they once led into newness of life!


