
#30: NONCONFORMITY, (ROMANS 12:1-2)
I have often felt deeply compelled to be a rebel, and have identified with the many
rebels I’ve observed both in my life and in the culture around me.

My Dad had a rebellious, hippie attitude. John Lennon was my hero growing up. I’m a
big Bob Dylan fan. I identify most with the enneagram four wing three personality type,
which is the individualist. I pride myself on being out of the box, creative and weird.
Sometimes this is good, and sometimes it’s not.

But we all tend to enjoy a little rebellion. We search for our inner-James Dean. We cry
the rebel yell of Billy Idol’s punk pop melody. We appreciate the Andy Warhol edge. We
applaud MLK’s stand against the status quo. Many people even elevate the religiously
rebellious sides of Jesus while ignoring his rebellion against sin, death, and hell.

Rebellion is appealing to us. We elevate rebels on streaming TV, in movies, and in
novels. We hate evil systems of injustice, greed, corruption, and power.

I just watched a Netflix documentary called “Trainwreck” that showed the disaster of
Woodstock 99’- a concert that was put on in the peaceful rebel spirit of Woodstock 69’,
and the people that ran it then thirty years later had turned it into a much more
capitalistic venture. Hundreds of thousands of Gen-Xers and new millenials packed the
location, were charged $150 a ticket, had all their own food and beverages, including



water, confiscated, and then packed in like sardines together into a weed, alcohol,
MDMA, LSD, psilocybin, cocaine, meth-amphetamine saturated scenario with the angry
soundtrack of bands like Korn and Limp Bizkit providing the vibe. Water bottles were
between $4-$7 a bottle, food was overpriced, trash and sanitation weren’t taken care of,
people were high out of their minds, sexually crazy, and sexual assaults happened.
Port-a-Potties were disgusting. Water that was provided was contaminated. The concert
ended by the kids ripping apart everything and burning the place to the ground.
Rebellion, in every generation, has both its beautiful and tumultuous aspects.

But what if the greatest rebellion we were meant to engage in was a rebellion against
first the evil in ourselves, and then the evil around us? What if only Christ could engage
in this rebellion for us?

The doxology at the end of ch. 11 in the book of Romans, and the nature of the opening
verses of ch. 12 signaled a new stage in Paul’s exposition. From now until the
conclusion of the letter Paul was concerned to apply his teaching.1 Paul had given many
massively intellectual, birds eye views of the culture clash between the Israelites and
Gentiles, and the theological implications of what it meant to become one people in
Christ. Now he was going to dig into the nitty gritty, every day, street level application of
it all!

Paul started in Romans 12:1;

“Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God…”

God is merciful. he has a relentless love for the poor and needy, and support for those
who cannot support themselves in a sinful world (cf. Luke 10:36, 37). The doctrine of
grace in chs. 3–11 leads to a life motivated by gratitude.2

If Christ in us rebels against our ingratitude, and seeks the humility that is available at
the feet of our all merciful God, then the gift of gratitude will be all the more sweet. We
are prone, in our nature, to ingratitude, bitterness, complaining, unrest, dissatisfaction,
and discontentment. Christ in us leads us to be grateful. Christ places eternity in our
hearts and it explodes into our viewpoint of how we view and face every situation in
front of us.

Paul goes on;

“I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,”

2 The Reformation Study Bible. R. C. Sproul et al, eds. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1995.
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Jew and Gentile now belong together as the people of God for whom the final blood
sacrifice has been made (3:25). The sacrifice that remains is that of thankful response
(cf. 6:17). “Bodies” means whole persons as embodied individuals (6:12, 13, 19; 8:13).3

Though Paul might with authority command, yet for love’s sake he rather “beseeches”,
or “urges” his brothers and sisters.4 Just like he did in the book of Philemon, where he
calls upon a slave owner of the time to set his slave free and treat him as an equal and
states;

For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to command you to do what is
right, I appeal to you, instead, on the basis of love. (Philemon 8-9)

When we think of the fact that we are to “present our bodies as a living sacrifice”, we
must also consider that we are the Imago Dei. We are made in the very image of God.
He is our Creator and sustainer. “The Lord God formed the man out of the dust from the
ground and breathed the breath of life, and the dust returns to the earth as it once was,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.” (Genesis 2:7; Ecclesiastes 12:7) When we
are “presenting our bodies as a living sacrifice”, we’re essentially giving back to God
that which is already His. He sustains our every breath, every thought, and every action.

The duty pressed—to present our bodies a living sacrifice, was also alluding to the
sacrifices under the law, which were presented or set before God at the altar, ready to
be offered to him.5 Additionally, and in regard to the OT law, there were sacrifices of
atonement and sacrifices of acknowledgment. Christ, who was once offered to bear the
sins of many, is the only sacrifice of atonement; but we as people and our performances
as Jesus followers, tendered to God through Christ our priest, are as sacrifices of
acknowledgment to the honor of God. Presenting them denotes a voluntary act, done by
virtue of that absolute despotic power which the will has over the body and all the
members of it. It must be a free-will offering.6

The presenting of the body to God implies not only the avoiding of the sins that are
committed with or against the body, but the using of the body as a servant of the soul in
the service of God. It is to glorify God with our bodies (1 Cor. 6:20), to engage our
bodies in the duties of immediate worship, and in a diligent attendance to our particular
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callings, and be willing to suffer for God with our bodies, when we are called to it. It is to
yield the members of our bodies as instruments of righteousness, Rom. 6:13.7

It is Christ living in the soul by faith that makes the body a living sacrifice,8 We have
been crucified with Christ, and we no longer live, but Christ lives in us. (Galatians 2:20)
Why not give God his due and give Him our all? The nature within us will writhe against
this- that crucified, dead, fleshly self. But it’s worth it to renounce ourselves, renounce
our flesh, rebel against it, and invite Christ to lead the rebellion against it!

Paul goes on in Romans 12:1b. He says this sacrifice is;

“holy and pleasing to God”

a sanctified soul communicates a holiness to the body it actuates and animates.9 God’s
holiness perpetually rebels against our unholy rebellion. In Christ, sexual purity
overtakes our minds, our eyeballs, our hands, and our members. Forgiveness replaces
unforgiveness. Generosity annihilates greed. The selflessness of Christ overwhelms our
selfishness. God’s holiness literally lives in the heart, mind and soul of the Christ
follower. It’s not that we won’t rebel against this holiness in our natural selves. We
certainly will. But conviction will come swiftly and lead us to apologize genuinely, to
repent, to turn from destructive ways, and to remain on the path that Christ leads us on.

This is your true worship. This is our true worship. (Romans 12:1b)

The worship that is appropriate for redeemed creatures to offer is our entire selves.10 It’s
not just a song sung on a Sunday, in our car, or in our kitchen. It’s not just a moment
here and there. It’s not just an attendance of a Sunday gathering, discipleship group, or
worship concert. It’s everything. It’s all of life. It includes all of these things and more. It’s
every breath taken, every bite of food chewed, every sip of liquid swallowed, every kiss,
every hug, every task, every sleeping and waking moment, every bit of work, every bit
of rest, laying down, running, walking, sitting, focusing, deflating, moving, living, and
playing.

“Do not be conformed to this age” (Romans 12:2a)
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The Jesus follower’s mind-set is determined and reshaped by knowledge of the gospel,
by the power of the Spirit, and by the concerns of the age to come (8:5–9; 13:11–14),
rather than by the passing fashion of this age (2 Cor. 4:18; 1 John 2:17).11

All the disciples and followers of the Lord Jesus must be nonconformists to this world.12

Progressive ideology, conservative ideology, independent ideologies, individualism,
consumerism, and moralism can’t be the filter through which we pour the pure Christ
and His Word! We must rebel first against demonic powers that assault us from every
angle on the outside. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil,
spiritual forces in the heavens.” (Eph. 6:12) However much our struggle is not against
democratic, republican, libertarian, or fascist politicians, selfish leaders, narcissists,
sociopaths, manipulators, big businesses, and those with loud mouths, it is against the
demonic forces that influence all forms of evil.

And though we don’t struggle against flesh and blood from outside of ourselves, we do
struggle against the flesh and blood within us. Jesus taught us clearly, “from within, out
of people’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immoralities, thefts, murders, adulteries,
greed, evil actions, deceit, self-indulgence, envy, slander, pride, and foolishness. All
these evil things come from within and defile a person.” (Mark 7:21-23) Our hearts and
our minds have the potential to become sin sponges that take in evil. Evil comes in
progressive, conservative, independent, individualistic, consumeristic, moralistic,
sexual, envious, hateful, selfish, greedy, deceitful, slanderous, arrogant, and foolish
forms. It enters our minds and hearts, and the porous, undead areas of flesh within our
souls can absorb them and allow them to take root, leading to destructive action.

But praise be to the Lord of heaven and earth! Christ has come, Christ is risen, Christ
has sent the Holy Spirit to dwell and abide in us, Christ will come again. Christ in us
filters out progressive untruth, conservative untruth, independent untruth, individualistic
untruth, consumeristic untruth, moralistic untruth, sexual untruth, envious untruth,
hateful untruth, selfish untruth, greedy untruth, deceitful untruth, slanderous untruth,
arrogant untruth, and foolish untruth in all it’s religious and irreligious forms! Praise His
Holy Name! Invite Him to have His way! His way is better!

“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2a)

The idea of being “transformed” is described with the word “Metamorphousthe”—Be you
metamorphosed. The transfiguration of Christ is expressed by this word (Matt. 17:2),
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when he put on a heavenly glory, which made his face to shine like the sun; and the
same word is used 2 Cor. 3:18; where we are said to be changed into the same image
from glory to glory. This transformation is here pressed as a duty; not that we can work
such a change ourselves: we could as soon make a new world as make a new heart by
any power of our own; it is God’s work, Ezek. 11:19; 36:26, 27.13

Conversion and sanctification are the renewing of the mind, a change not of the
substance, but of the qualities of the soul. It is the same with making a new heart and a
new spirit—new dispositions and inclinations, new sympathies and antipathies; the
understanding enlightened, the conscience softened, the thoughts rectified; the will
bowed to the will of God, and the affections made spiritual and heavenly: so that the
person is not what they once were—old things have passed away, all things have
become new. We act from new principles, by new rules, with new designs.14

So that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.
(Romans 12:2b)

By “the will of God” here we are to understand his revealed will concerning our duty,
what the Lord our God requires of us.15

A good intellect can dispute and distinguish about the will of God; while an honest,
humble heart, that has spiritual senses exercised, and is delivered into the mold of the
word, loves it, and practises it, and has the relish and savor of it. Thus to be godly is to
surrender ourselves to God.16

Simply put- God’s will is good. God’s will is pleasing. God’s will is perfect. What aspects
of your pursuit of God are not good to your soul and spirit? What aspects are not
pleasing to your soul and spirit? What aspects are not perfect? Those are the things of
the flesh and the worldly culture. The things that are good, pleasing and perfect are of
Christ, and He will complete what He has started in you!
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