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HOMEWORK: PREPARATION FOR WEEK 2  

The homework for this course will include a mixture of Bible investigation and other topics related to 
becoming a better reader and learner. Whenever possible, I’ve suggested that you use whatever part 
of the Bible you’re currently reading as your practice material for the things you’re learning. We 
won’t have homework in every subject every week, and the amount of time it will take is going to 
vary. I hope you’ll find it refreshing and interesting. I recommend that you start on the homework the 
day after class just to make sure you don’t get surprised when it’s a bit longer, and because some of it 
includes reviewing definitions so that you really learn them well. 

 

Reading 

1. I know it’s a bit ironic to ask you to read an article about reading to help you be a better reader, 
but please humor me and read this short article. It gives some things to think about that would be 
good for you to have in mind right from the beginning. It’s called “10 Tips to Read More and Read 
Better,” by Tim Challies (2008). 

https://www.challies.com/articles/10-tips-to-read-more-and-read-better/ 

2. Near the end of this course, I will be inviting you to do a practice assignment in Analytical Reading. 
To complete the assignment, you’ll need a copy of The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Tozer. Believe 
me, it’s worth reading even if you don’t want to do the assignment! You might like to get it as part of 
a collection that contains his other works, because they’re all excellent. It costs $8 - $12 on Amazon. I 
feel strongly about wanting to help those who don’t have extra money for books, so please don’t 
hesitate to ask if you would like me to order you a copy. Please do not get a Kindle version or plan to 
check it out from the library, since we’ll be using this as practice for various reading techniques 
together (including writing in it).  

 

Literature 

This article is an excellent review and expansion of what we covered today. It’s about as long as the 
chapter of a book, so give yourself enough time. If you start reading and find you have difficulty 
following along, try printing it out and underlining the main point(s) of each paragraph as you read. 
I’m not giving you specific questions to answer from the Bible, but you’re still studying the Bible as 
you read this example of how scripture passages are used to illustrate and explain the author’s 
points. If you are not currently doing any Bible study or reading plan, you might want to look up the 
references in your Bible as you read along. This is especially important to do if the passages are 
unfamiliar to you. 

https://cicministry.org/commentary/issue59.htm  
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Vocabulary 

For next week, I’d like you to memorize the short definitions for three words: 

• Canon 
• Exegesis 
• Hermeneutic 

Turn to the glossary (or find the PDF on the class website) and read the short definition, followed by 
the long definition. Practice reading for understanding! Then do what it takes to learn the short 
definitions of the words by heart. You’ll want to be able to say the word if I read the definition, and 
vice versa. To learn them, you can make your own set of flash cards on regular index cards, or you can 
find a flash card app and make them as fancy as you like.  

If you want to review with cards I have already made, you can find them on Quizlet.com. Here’s how: 

• Go to https://quizlet.com 
• In the search box, type “bjmitchell93” and hit enter. You should see my picture. 
• Choose my study set for Lesson 1 Vocabulary Review Cards. 
• Try out the different features. You can make a little test, play a matching speed game, or just 

learn them by flipping them over like regular flashcards.  

 

Story Time 

Please be sure to read Lesson 1 in your handbook under the Story Time section! It kills me not to take 
the time to teach you this stuff, but I think you’d rather have me spend our time together actually 
reading stories. Is there someone you can read “Bread Bits and Baskets” aloud to? 

 

Logic 

Start to notice when you think someone is using bad logic. You may even want to jot down examples 
when you hear them. Since you know what a red herring is now, especially be alert for that one this 
week! 

 

Foreign Language (Word Studies) 

No homework for this week. 

 

Extra Credit: Review the notes in the handbook for the lessons we covered in class, which would be 
Lesson 1 for Reading, Literature, and Logic. 

 


