#9: PROMISES, (ROMANS 4:6-25)
We’ve all had it happen to us, where we’re told something, we’ve gotten our hopes up
about it, and then what we’re promised isn’t delivered to us.
This is why many of us are jaded by authority figures. We’re tired of politicians, pastors,
CEO’s, and managers making promises that they can’t keep.
I too have been guilty of this many times. I’m a dreamer. I am a futuristic type of person.
Being an ENFP in the Myers-Briggs and an enneagram four- the “romantic individualist”,
I’m always thinking about possibilities. I’m always thinking about what could be, and find
it challenging, at times, to live in the reality that’s right in front of me.
So this would be a good opportunity to apologize once again, and as much as I would
like it to be the last time, it might happen again. I might make a promise I don’t keep, or
cast an giddy vision about something that could possibly happen and then I don’t follow
through on it because the idea falls through.
For example, back in 2019, Me and my wife were sold on becoming foster parents. We
took the introductory foster parenting class. Then, I all of a sudden went from being the
part-time worship leader and part-time fundraiser for a youth center to taking on my first
role as a lead pastor in a Church community that was struggling. This was the same

Church I was currently leading worship in. All of a sudden, our priorities shifted and we
didn’t have the space in our lives to pursue fostering any longer.
The problem? In my idealistic dreaming I had shared with many people about our dream
to foster. Some of these folks were currently fostering kids themselves and thought we’d
have something in common. I’m sure that some of those folks wondered why I had
changed course so abruptly.
It’s no wonder why Jesus said in Matthew 5:37, “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or
‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.” I am learning to be careful about the way
I share my dreams. I now know how many dreams I’ve had that haven’t come to fruition,
so I’ll try my best to tell people, “this may or may not happen, but it’s a dream of mine”,
when I feel that I’m about to share something that might not be implemented.
I might be a confused dreamer at times, and many others in our world may make
promises they don’t keep, or share dreams they can’t implement. But this is not how our
God is.
GOD ALWAYS FOLLOWS THROUGH ON HIS PROMISES.
Throughout history, as we read scripture, we can see that God always follows through
on His promises. He can be trusted. We might doubt Him. We might begin to humanize
Him and turn Him into something He’s not, but He’s not a confused or flaky dreamer,
He’s the Lord of the Universe. He’s sovereign. He fulfills what He lays out.
And it’s important to know another thing… GOD’S PROMISES ALWAYS COME FIRST
BEFORE OUR RESPONSES.
God promised, all throughout history, all throughout the Old Covenant and Old
Testament era, that He would provide a way of forgiveness in His sight that would
revolutionize His people and, in turn, the world. Paul wrote about this to the Romans
when he said;
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just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts
righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered; 8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count
his sin.” (Romans 4:6-8)
In this, Paul included King David along with Abraham in proving that God didn’t grade
us on our performance, but invited us to receive Christ’s perfect performance as our
covering. He was quoting what David penned in Psalm 32:1-2;
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Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is
the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
God is here promising a blessing on those who have their sins, transgressions, and
mistakes forgiven and covered. God is promising that some will be completely pardoned
of all these things.
But is it our response to this pardon that makes the promise a reality? It wouldn’t be a
promise if that were so. God is the great initiator of forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
We have to surrender to it, we have to give our all to it. We can prayerfully ask for
“spirits where there is no deceit”, and for God to reveal our blind spots to us to be sure.
But no doubt, God is the great catalyzer of eternal compassion on His kids!
And Paul goes further into explanation for his Roman context;
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Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we
say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to
him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he
was circumcised. 11 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the
father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be
counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not
merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father
Abraham had before he was circumcised. (Romans 4:9-12)
Many Jews regarded uncircumcised Gentiles as “lawless” and “sinners,”1 It’s so
important to understand God as the initiator of covenant promises to understand this
text. Many Israelites of Paul’s day, the hyper-religious types, viewed those outside of
God’s covenant people- Gentiles, those who were uncircumcised- as beyond the saving
hope of God.
Many self-proclaimed Christians view those outside of conservative evangelicalism the
same way. “Godless Democrats”. “LGBTQ People with their “gay agenda””. “Pro-Choice
Baby Killers”. “The Pro-CRT, “Woke Left””. There’s no disputing that God calls His
people to pursue holiness, purity and righteousness, and that we are to care both for the
unborn and the mothers of the potentially unborn. But we have a nasty attitude towards
those outside the Church. Do we see that we’re actually embodying the same legalistic
spirit that Paul was rebuking here? And what, exactly, was Paul rebuking?
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Paul wasn’t rebuking the Israelites politics, or their moral convictions. He was rebuking
their lack of understanding of God as the initiator of grace in every salvific relationship
that He has with human beings created in His image.
And Paul uses the Israelite supposed superhero Abraham as his example of how this
worked out. The blessing of lawless deeds, sin, and destruction being forgiven, pardon
and covered wasn’t only for circumcised, religiously zealous Israelites, but it was equally
for uncircumcised, nonreligious Gentiles. How do we know? Because “faith was counted
to Abraham as righteousness”. (Gen. 15:6) This faith was counted to Abraham as
righteousness in Genesis 15, after God had made the promise to Abraham that He
would provide him a genuine, DNA infused heir, and ultimately his descendants would
be as numerous as the stars. Abraham trusted God’s promise even though he hadn’t
seen it fulfilled yet, and it was “counted to him as righteousness”. This faith became
vibrant and alive in Genesis 15. The covenant of circumcision happened in Genesis 17.
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant
between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And
God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a
multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall
be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7
And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their
God.”
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And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall
be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or
bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be
circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off
from his people; he has broken my covenant.” (Ge 17:1–14)

So both the illuminating of Abraham’s faith, and God’s covenant promises to Abraham,
happened before the covenant of circumcision. Abraham thus was circumcised as a
worshipful response to all that God had freely offered & promised him. The promises,
the grace, the mercy, the love, the hope, and the bond of infinite intimacy, came before
Abraham’s response.
This made Abraham the “father of those who had been uncircumcised”. He wasn’t just
the precursor to all ethnic Israelite Jews, but to all humanity- Gentiles & Pagans
included, of whom Abraham was raised by himself. (Joshua 24:2) But it all came down
to faith, it all came down to trust, it all came down to Abraham’s belief in God and trust
in God’s promises even before they were fulfilled.
So please, conservative evangelical friends, understand what this means for us.
Someone can be “gentile” in every sense, connected to what that meant in both
Abraham and Paul’s time relevant to our era. Gentiles of history were notoriously
culturally sinful, and didn’t behave like the religious did. But we already covered the fact
in Romans 1-2 that both Gentiles and Israelites were under God’s judgement, both for
being sinful, and for being judgmental towards the sinful, and all equally needed Jesus.
So someone can be actively caught up in every immoral lifestyle, can put their faith in
Christ, and will then be counted as an heir of both the promises of Abraham and Christ.
This promise comes before their response.
And what would be an adequate response to this revolutionary offer? Worship, life
change, repentance, hunger for the Word of God, hunger for the community of God’s
people, increasing fruit of the Spirit, increasing sanctification, passion for the gospel,
sharing of the gospel with people that don’t know it, love for enemies, and more! Those
who genuinely meet Jesus will genuinely, profoundly change.
This is the kind of life that both the repentant “circumcised”, religious, conservative
evangelical, and the repentant “uncircumcised”, irreligious progressive person are
equally invited into! And we certainly don’t want to get in the way of the work that God is
doing because of our foolish self-righteousness. Many Jews assumed that Gentiles had
to be obedient to the law in order to be saved (compare Acts 15:5). On the contrary,
Paul argues that the Jews must adopt the Gentiles’ means of salvation: righteousness
by faith.2
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I’d like to say the same thing to any self righteous Christians who regularly attend
Sunday gatherings, give generously to the Church, read their bibles daily, and ascribe to
all the tidiest doctrines, but then turn around, judging and condemning everyone that is
unlike them.
I know people who have come out of major drug addiction, wild sexual exploits,
violence, immorality, theft, criminal activity, and moral looseness, that regularly attend
Sunday gatherings, give generously to the Church, read their bibles daily, have strong
doctrine, and in addition to that, mercy for those who don’t practice any of those things
or understand any of those things, and are willing to invite any and everyone to the table
that Christ could have for them. This is exactly what Jesus was referring to when He
said to the religious leaders of His day,
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and
faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind
guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!” (Matt. 23:23-24)
Some modern day Christians strain out the gnats of any doctrine that has a 2% overlap
with socialist ideology or the democratic party, regardless of being genuinely biblical.
Some modern day Christians take a hard and cantankerous line on grey areas of
doctrine where reasonable dialogue can be had. Some modern day Christians strain out
other gnats as well, arguing about minute and trivial things of modern day Christendom.
Some of these same modern day Christians also swallow the camels of greed,
institutionalism, hypocritical, greed-centric capitalism, misogyny, bully pastoral
leadership, drunkenness, unchecked consumerism & individualism, pornography
addiction, overt racism, covert racism, church sexual abuse, church verbal abuse,
church physical abuse, church emotional abuse, church financial abuse, church power
abuse, and more. This is hypocrisy at its worst, and the hellbound, decaying culture
watches with disgust. As it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed among the
(nonbelievers) because of us.” (Romans 2:24) The genuine disciple of Jesus is both
able to perpetually repent of all progressive and conservative sins, while inviting all
progressives and conservatives to the table of Jesus Christ’s radical saving grace. The
sincere, the genuine, the self aware, the repentant, and those thirsty for righteousness
understand this perspective which transcends our cultural divisions.
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for in Christ Jesus you are all sons and daughters of God, through faith. 27 For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in

Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to promise. (Ga 3:26–29)
This is so important to understand. This is so important for our gospel witness. Any and
everyone, no matter what their current lifestyle and struggle is, is invited to “walk in the
footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised” (Romans
4:12) The promise comes before the response. We who love and know Jesus are
promise peddlers, not behavioral police. We can trace it all the way back to ancient
culture. God’s great heart for humanity is for all to come to know Him, even though He
also already knows who will accept Him and who will reject Him. This is a divine
mystery we may never get our head around, but it’s so mind blowing and so amazing it
leads us to bow down in worship.
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For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 16 That is why
it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all
his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, (Romans 4:13-16)
In the same way that God offered Abraham the gift of land through faith, He now offers
the gift of righteousness through faith to all people, a promise offered before expecting
anything in return. This means that both Jews and Gentiles should have the same
response to God’s promise of righteousness apart from the law.3 Abraham’s trust in
God, in some ways against the odds of reality, was a precursor for us and an example.
It pointed to the faith we have in Christ which leads to freedom.
If those, who by their human effort, were to be the ones to inherit the promised land by
obedience to the law, faith wouldn’t matter, and the promise would become obsolete.
The law brought about wrath. God’s law, revealed in the time of Moses, contained both
ceremonial law (such as circumcision) that was relevant to that time, and moral law,
which is still relevant today. This law demanded obedience, and pointed to the absolute
perfection of God. People fell short of obeying it, and worshipped God as righteous and
holy, while they were not. The wrath of God was brought upon humans- the judgement
for sin, the reality that God was wholly set apart from them. Animal sacrifices were
regularly made to atone for the sins of the people.
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Christ came not to abolish the law, but to fulfill it, and removed our transgressions by
becoming the perfect sacrifice once and for all. He shed His blood for us after living a
perfectly obedient life to the absolute core of God’s moral law, which overthrew
ceremonial law and made the core principles primary. Jesus is the reason why the
promises of God rest on grace and are guaranteed to all those who reflect and live out
the same faith that Abraham had- who was the Father of all Israelites and all Gentiles.
It’s no wonder why those who meticulously tried in vain to fully obey the law were in a
state of frustrated rage, and attempted to morally dismantle the character of the Son of
God Himself. Look at this interaction in John 8:48-59;
48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and
have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father,
and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and
he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see
death.” 52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died,
as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’
53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do
you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is
nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you
have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar
like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that
he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are
not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly,
truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at
him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
Jesus was attempting to explain the genuine promise of God to these people, and, in
their zealousness to obey the law perfectly, they wanted only to kill Him. Jesus was
offering them an opportunity to receive Him as Messiah, and they would be rescued
from death. They were mad at Him, falsely interpreting His words, and talking about
how they were genuine descendants of Abraham. Jesus flipped that around on them
and declared that He truly knew the God of Abraham, and they did not. He said that if
Abraham could have seen and experienced Jesus Christ, he would’ve been glad. Jesus
then declared that He existed before Abraham ever did, thereby making Himself equal
with God. The zealous Israelites in this crowd, desperate to fully obey the law,
potentially even seeking to follow Deuteronomy 13:1-5, sought to kill Jesus in response.
Jesus offered them faith in Him, they sought to obey the law and rejected the Son of
God.

So religious know-it-alls may have bummed you out to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Christians may have not reflected Christ to you and let you down numerous times. But
know that this is not God’s heart. God’s heart is that you would genuinely know Him,
and see through the religious fog to His burning heart of love!

